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M A NY lives of K elson have been written . one is yet wautlni; . 
clear and concise enough to become a manual for the young 
sailor, which he may carry about with him, till he has trea- 
sured up the example in liis memory and in his heart. In 
attempting su<;h a work, I shall write the eulogy of out great 
naval Hero; for the best eulogy of IS'ei.son is the faithful 
history of his actions ; and the best history must be that 
v\ hich shall relate them most perspicuously^? 5> 



IHE 


Life of nei 


Nelson's Birth and Boyhood — He is entered on Board the Eui- 
Simnable — Goes to the ir^st indies in a Merchant-ship ; then 
serves in the Triumph — He sails in Capt, Bhipp's Toyage of 
Discovery — Goes to the East Indies in the Seahorse, and relurm 
in ill health — Serves as acting Lientenanl in the ItWeifer, 
and is made Lieutenant into the Louestoffe, Commander into 
the Badger Brig, and Post info the Hinchinbrook^ Expedition 
against the Spanish Main — 6V7tf to the North Seas in the Al- 
bemarle — Servke4 during the American 

Horatio, son of Edmund and Cathorinc Nelson . 
v/as born 29, 1768, in the parsonage huiisi' 
of Burnhw Thorpe, a village in the county of 
Norfolk, 01 which his father was rector. The 
maiden name of his mother was Suckling : hei 
grandmother was an elder sister of Sir Robert 
Walpole, and this child was named after his god- 
father, the first Lord Walpole. Mrs. Nelson 
died ill 1767, leaving eight, out of eleven, chil- 
dren. Her brother, Capt. Maurice Suckling of the 
navy, visited the wido\yer upon this event, and 
promised to take care of one of the boys. Tlirec' 
years afterwards, when Horatio was only 
years of age, being at home during the Christmas 
holidays, he read in the county newspapt r that hN; 



4 


" LIFE OP'XELSOX. 


^ uncle was appointed to the Raisonnable, of sixty- 
four guns. “ Do, William,” said he to a brother 
who was a year and a half older than himself, 
“ write to my father, and tell him that I should 
lite to go to sea with uncle Maurice.’' Mr. Nelson 
was then at Bath, whither he had gone for the re- 
covery of his health : his circumstances were strait- 
ened, and he had no prospect of ever seeing them 
bettered : he knew that it was the wish of providing 
for himself by which Horatio was chiefly actuated ; 
and did not oppose his resolution : he understood 
also the boy’s character, and had always said, that 
in whatever station he might be placed, he would 
climb, if possible, to the very top of the tree. , Ac- 
cordingly Capt. Suckling was written to. “ What,’* 
said he in his answ'er, “ has poor Horatio done, 
who is so weak, that he, above all the rest, should 
be sent to rough it out at sea ? — But let him come, 
and the first time we go into action, a cannon ball 
may knock off his head, and provide for him at 
once.” 

It is manifest from these words, that Horatio 
was not the boy whom his uncle would%ave chcifien 
to bring up in his own profession. He was nfevei 
of a strong body; and the ague, which at that 
time was one of the most common disease* in 
England, had greatly reduced his strength ; yet 
he l,^*^already given proofs of that resolute heart 
iim^^ppbleness of mind, which, during his wlioh- 
career of labour and of glory, so eminentiy distin- 
guished him. When a mere child, he atrayed a 
bird’s-nesting from his grandmother’s 4iouse in 
company with a cow-boy : the dinner hour elapsed ; 
he was absent, and could not be found;, and the 
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alarm of the family became very great, for they 
apprehended that he might have been carried oii* 
by gipsies. At length, after search had been made 
for him •in various directions,. , he was disi^overed 
alone, sitting .composedly by the side of a brdok 
which he could not get over. I wonder, child,” 
said the old lady when she saw him, that hunger 
and fear did not flrive you hoii^c.” — “ Fear ! grand- 
mamma,” replied the future hero, “ 1 never saw 
fear : — \^^hat is it ?” Once, after the winter holi- 
days, when he and his brother William had set off 
on horseback to retuni to school, they came l)ack, 
because there had been a fall of snow ; and VV'il- 
lian^, who did not mucli like the journey, said it 
was too deep for them to venture on. “ If that be 
the case,” said the father, you certainly shall not 
go ; hut make another attempt, and I will leave it 
to your ho^tir. If the road is dangerous, you 
may return : but remember, boys, I leave it to your 
ihonour.” The snow was deep enough to have 
^fforded ^e m a reasonable excuse ; but Horatio 
nvas n^t prevailed upon to turn back. “We 
must go o«7* said he: “ remember, brother, it was 
left to our honour!” — There were some fine pears 
growing., in the schoolmaster’s garden, whicli the 
boys re^rded as lawful booty, and in the highest 
degree tempting ; but the boldest among them 
were afraid to venture for the prize. Horatio 
volunteered upon this service : he was lowered 
down at night from the bedroom window by some 
sheets, plundered the tree, was drawn up with the 
])ears, and then distributed them among his school- 
fellows without reserving any for hinis(‘lf. — He 
only took them,” he said, “ because every other 
hoy was afraid.” 
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• Early on a cold and dark spring morning Mr. 
Nelson’s servant arrived at this school, at North 
Walsham, with the expected summons for Horatio 
to join his ship.. The parting from hfs "brother 
William, who had been for so many .years his play- 
mate and bed-fellow, was a painful effort, and 
the beginning of those privations which arc"ti^ 
sailor's lot through lifs. He accompanied his faff * 
to London. The Raisonnable was lying in the I ~ 
way. He was put into the Chatham ftagc,^ 
on its arrival was set down with the rest of 
passengers, and left to find his way on board 
he could. After wandering about in the coldly 
without being able to reach the ship, an ofhccr 
observed the forlorn appearance of the boy, (pieii- 
tioncd him ; and, happening to be acquainted with 
hU uncle, took him home, and gave him some 
refreshments. — When he got on board, CajJt. Suck- 
ling was not in the ship, nor had any person been 
apprized of the boy's coming. He paced the deck 
the whole remainder of the day, w'ithuut being 
noticed by any one ; and it was not till the see ona 
day that somebody, as he expressed it, “ took com- 
passion on him," The pain w hich is felt when we 
are first transplanted from our native soil, — wdicn 
the living branch is cut from the parent tree, — is 
one of the most poignant w hich w^e have to endure 
through life. There arc after griefs which wound 
mOVe deeply, which leave behind them scars never 
to be effaced, wdiieh bruise the spirit, and some- 
times break the heart ; but never do we f^l % 
keenly the want of love, the necessity of "being 
loved, and the sense of utter desertion^ XVbcn 
we first leave the haven of home, and lari^: as it 
were, pushed off upon the stream of lifle. Added 
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to these feelings, the sea-boy has to endure phy^- 
sical hardships, and the privation of every comfort, 
even of sleep. Nelson had a feeble body and an 
affectionr^e heart, and he remembered through life 
his first days of wretchedness in the service. 

The Raisonnable having been commissioned on 
account of the dispute respecting the Falkland 
Islands, was paid off as soon gs the difference with 
the court of- Spain was accommodated, and Capt. 
Suckling was removed to the Triumph, seventy-four, 
then statiofied as a guardship in the Thames. Tliis 
was considered as too inactive a life for a boy, and 
Nelson was therefore sent a voyage to the West 
Indies in a merchant ship, commanded by Mr. John 
Ratl?l3one, an excellent seaman, who had served 
as mast|Sj||L mate under Capt. Suckling, in the 
Dreadnoiigm. He returned a practical seaman, 
but with a hatred of the king’s service, and a say- 
ing then common among the sailors — “ aft the 
most honour; forward the better man.” Rath- 
boiie bad probably been disappointed and disgusted 
in the navy ; and, with no unfriendly intentions, 
warned Nelson against a profession which he him- 
sdf Imd found hopeless. His uncle received him 
on board tlu‘ Triumph on his return, and discover- 
ing his dislike to the navy, took the best means of 
roconc'iling him to it. He held it out as a reward, 
that if he attended well to his navigation, he should 
go in the cutter and decked long boat, which was 
attached to the commanding officer’s ship at Chat- 
ham. Thus he became a good pilot for vessels of 
■ that description, from Chatham to the Tower, and 
dow'n the Swin Chai^t} North Foreland, 

and ac(jiiircd a confident among rocks and sands, 
of which lie often felt the value. 
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• Nelson had not been many months on bo^rd the 
^Triumph, when his love of enterprise was excited 
by hearing that two ships were htting out for .^* 
voyage, of discovery towards t})e North Foie. 4|p. 
cofiseti lienee of the diflicnlties which were expecl||p 
on such a service, these vessels were to take out 
effective men instead of the usual number of boys. 
This, however, did not deter him from soliciting to 
IxJ received, and, by his uncle’s interest, he was 
admitted as coxswain under Capt. Lutwid^ge, second 
in command. The voyage was undertaken in com- 
pliance with an application from the Royal Society. 
The Hon. Capt. Constantine John Phipps, eldest 
son of Lord Mulgrave, volunteered his services. 
The Racehorse and Carcass bombs were selected, 
as the strongest ships, and, therefore, bi^ludapted 
for such a voyage ; and they were taken into dock 
and strengthened, to render them as secure as pos- 
sible against the ice. Two masters of Greenland- 
men were employed as pilots for each ship. No 
expedition was ever more carefully lilted out ; and 
the first Lord of the Admiralty, Lord Sandwich,, 
with a laudable solicitude, went on board himself,, 
before their departure, to see that every tiling had 
been completed to the wish of the otiicers. The, 
ships were provided with a simple and excellent 
apparatus for distilling fresh from salt water, the 
invention of Dr. Irving, who accompanied the ex- 
pedition. It consisted merely in fitting a tube to 
the ship’s kettle, and applying a w'et mop to the 
surface, as the vapour was passing. By these 
means, from thirty-four to forty gallons were pro- 
duced every day. 

They sailed from the Nore on the 4th of June ; 
on the 6th of the following month they were in 
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lat. 79? 5 & 39 " ; long. 9® 43' 30" E. The next 
day, about the place where most of the old dis- 
coverers had been stopped, the Racehorse was beset 
with ice f but they hove her through wi^h ice 
anchoi-s. Capt. Phipps continued ranging along 
the ice, northward and westward, till the 24th ; 
he then tried to the eastward. On the 30th he 
was in lat. 80° 13'; long. 1§° 48' E. among the 
islands and in the ice, with no appearance of an 
opening f(||r the ships. The weather was exceed- 
ingly line, mild, and unusually clear. Here they 
were becalmed in a large bay, with throe apparent 
openings lx?twccn the islands which formed it; but 
everji where, as far as they could sec, surrounded 
with ice. There was not a breath of air, the water 
was perfectly smooth, the ice covered with snow, 
jk)w and even, except a few broken pieces, near 
the edge ; and the pools of water in the middle ot 
the ice-fields just crusted over with young ice. 
On the next day the ice closed upon them, and 
no o))cning was to be seen aiiy where, except a 
hole or lake, as it might be called, of about a mile 
and half in Circumference, where the ships lay fast 
to the ice with their ice anchors. They filled 
their casks with water from these ice-fields, which 
was very pure and soft. The men were playing 
on the ice all day ; but the Greenland pilots, w^ho 
were further than they had ever been before, and 
considered that the season w'as far advancing, were 
alarmed at being thus beset. 

The next day there was not the smallest open- 
ing, the sliips were within less than two lengths of 
each other, separated by ice, and neither having 
room to turn. The ice, which the day before had 
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iMieii Hat, and almost level with the water’s edge, 
was now, in many places forced higher than the 
mainyard, by the pieces squeezing together. A 
day of thick fog followed : it was siicereedcd by 
clear weather; but the passage by which the ships 
had entered Irom the w'cstward was closed, and no 
open water was in sight, either in that or any other 
quarter. By the pilots’ advice the men were set 
to cut a passage and warp through the small opcai- 
iugs to the westward. They sawed through pieces 
of ice twelve 1‘eet thick ; and this labour continued 
the whole day, during whicli their utmost elforts 
did not move the ship above three hundred yards; 
while tliey were driven, together with the ice, far 
to the N. E. and E. by the current. Sometimes 
a field of several acres square would be lifted up 
between two larger islands, and incorporated with 
them; and thus these* larger pieces (ronlinued to 
grow l)y aggregation. Another day ])assed, and 
there seemed no probability of g(*tting the ships 
out, without a. strong E. or N. K. wind. Tlic 
season was far advanccid, and every hour lessened 
the chance of extricating tlu'inselves. Young as 
he was, Nelson was appointed to command one ol 
the boats which were sent out to (jxplore a jrassage 
into tin* open water. It was the means of saving 
a btmt belonging to the Racehorse from a singular 
l>ut imminent danger. Some of the otlicers had 
i^'ed at and wounded a walrus. As no otiu r aiii- 
hasso liiiman-likc an expression in its counte- 
nance, so also is there none that seems to posses^ 
more of the passions of humanity. The wounded 
animal dived immediately, and brought up a nuiA- 
ber of its comjmiions ; and they all joined in sjai 
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attack upon the boat. They wrested an oar IVorw 
one of the men ; and it was with the utmost ditfi- 
culty that tlie crew could prevent them from staving 
or upsetting- her, till the Carcass’s boat carge up : 
and the walruses, finding their enemies thus rein- 
forced, dispersed. Young Nelson exposed liimself 
in a more daring manner. One night, during the 
inid-wat(“h, he stole from the, ship with one of his 
comrades, taking advantage of a rising fog, and 
set olf ov^r the i(‘e in pursuit of a bear. It w^as 
not long before tht‘y were missed. The fog thick- 
ened, and Cupt. Lutwidge and his officers became 
exceedingly alarmed for their safety. Between 
threi^and four iu the morning the weather cleared, 
and the t>vo adventurers were seen, at a consider- 
able distance from the ship, attacking a huge bear. 
The signal for them to return was immediately 
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made : Nelson’s comrade called upon him to obey 
it, but in vain ; his musket had flashed in the pan ; 
their ammunition was expended ; and a chasm in 
the ice, which divided him from the l)ear,cprobably 
preserved his life. “ Never mind/’ he (;ried ; “ do 
but let me get a blow at this devil with the but- 
end of my musket, and we shall have him.” Capt. 
Lutwidge, however, ^‘eing his danger, fired a gun, 
which had the desired effect of frightening the 
beast ; and the boy then returned, somewhat afraid 
of the consequences of his trespass. The captain 
reprimanded him sternly for conduct so unworth|ri 
of the office which he filled, and desired to knoiffi! 
what motive he could have for hunting a bear. 
“ Sir,” said he pouting his lip, as he was wont to 
do when agitated, “ I wished to kill the liear, that 
I might carry the skin to my father.” 

A party w'ere now sent to an island, about 
twelve miles off (named Walden’s Island in thu 
charts, from the midshipman who was intrusted 
with tills service^, to see where the open water lay. 
They came hack with information, that the 
though close all about them, was ojien to the w^esth 
ward, round the point by which they came in. 
They said also, that upon the island they had had 
a fresh east wind. This intelligence considerably 
abated the hopes of the crew ; for where they lay 
it had been almost calm, and tlicir main de- 
pendence had been upon the eftect of an easterly 
wind in clearing the bay. Tliere was hut one 
alternative; cither to w'ait the event of the wea- 
ther upon the ships, or to betake themselves to 
the boats. The likelihood that it might be neces- 
sary to sacrifice the ships had been foreseen ; the 



LIFE or NELSOy. 


13 


1773 .] 

boats, accordingly, were adapted, both in numbel* 
and size, to transport, in case of emergency, the 
whole crew ; and there were Dutch whalers upon 
the ooastf in which they could all be conveyed 
to Europe. As for wintering where they were, 
that dreadful experiment had been already tried 
too often. No time W'as to be lost; the ships 
had driven into shoal water, diaving but fourteen 
fatlioms. Should they, or the ice to which tliey 
were fast, ,take the ground, they must inevitably 
he lost : and at this time they were driving fast 
toward some rocks on the N, Capt. Phipps 
sent for the officers of both ships, and told them 
his iifttention of preparing the boats for going away. 
They were immediately hoisted out, and the fitting 
l>egun. Canvas bread-bags were made, in case it 
should be necessary suddenly to desert the vessels ; 
and men were sent with the lead and line to the 
northward and eastward, to sound wherever tliey 
found cracks in the ice, that they might have 
notice befort* the ice took the ground ; for, in that 
case, the ships must instantly have been crushed, 
or overset. 

On the 7th of August they began to haul the 
Ixiats over the ice, Nelson having command of the 
four-oarod cutter. The men behaved excellently 
well, like true British seamen : they seemed recon- 
ciled to the thought of leaving the ships, and had 
full confidence in their c)fficcrs. About noon, the 
ice appeared rather more open near the vessels ; 
and as the wind was easterly, though there was 
but little of it, the sails were set, and they got 
about a mile to the westward. They moved very 
slowly, and were not now nearly so far to th^* 

D 
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westward as when they were first beset. How- 
*cver, all sail was kept upon them, to force them 
through whenever the ice slacked the least. What- 
ever exertions were made, it could not be possible 
to* get the boats to the water edge before the 14th; 
and if the situation of the ships shouUl not alter 
by that time, it woidd not be justifia})le to stay 
longer by them. XJ'e commander therefore re- 
solved to carry on both attempts together, moving 
the boats constantly, and taking every oi)portunity 
of getting the ships through. A party -Was sent 
out next day to the westward, to examine the state 
of the ice : they returned with tidings thjit it was 
very heavy and close, consisting chiefly of 
fields. The ships, however, luovofl something, 
and the iee itself was drifting westw;»rd. Then* 
was a thiek fog, so that it was impossible to ascer- 
tain what advantage bad been gaiiu'd. It con- 
tinued oil the 9th; but the ships were moved a 
little tlirongli some very small openings : the mist 
cleared off in the afternoon; and it waa then per- 
ceived that they had driven much inon' than eoulA 
liave been expected to the wi'stward, and that 
iee itself had drisTu still farther. In the course of 
the day they got past the boats, and took them on 
board again. On the morrow the wind sjuang 
to the N. N. E. All sail w^as set, and the ships 
forced their way through a great deal of very 
lieavy iee. They freciueiitly struck, and with siich 
foit'o, that one stroke brokij the shank of the 
Race-horse’s best bower anchor : but the veasedis^ 
made way ; and by noon they had cleared the \ 
ice, and were out at sea. The next day they 
anchored in Smeerenberg Harbour, close to Uiat 
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island of which the westernmost point lallod 
Hakluyt’s Headland, in honour of the e:reat pro-* 
moter and compiler of our English voyages of 
discoverjk 

Here they remained a few days, that the nten 
might rest after their fatigue. No insect was to be 
seen in this dreary country, nor any species of rep- 
tile — not even the common, earth-worm. Large 
bodies of ice, called ice-bergs, filled up the val- 
leys between high mountains, so dark, as, wlien 
contrasted* with the snow, to appear black. The 
colour of the ice was a lively light green. Oppo- 
site to the place wdiere they fixed their ol)servatory 
was one of these ice-bergs, above three hundred 
feetliigh : its side towards the sea was nearly per- 
])endicular, and a stream of water issued from it. 
large pieces frequently broke off, and rolled down 
into the sea. 'rhcrc was no thunder nor lightning 
during the whole time they were in these latitudes. 
The sky was generally loaded with hard white 
clouds, from w'hich it was never entirely free evem 
ill the iclearest weather. They always knew whem 
;hey were approaching the ice, long before they 
saw it, by a bright appearance near the horizon, 
which the Greenlandmen called the blink of the 
ice. The season was now so far advanced, that 
nothing more could have been attempted, if indeed 
any thing had been left untried : but the summer 
had been unusually favourable, and they had care- 
fully surveyed the wall of ice extending for more 
than twenty degrees between the latitudes of 
and 81®, without the smallest appearance of any 
opening. 

The ships were paid olF shortly after their return 
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to England ; and Nelson was then placed by his 
uncle with Capt. Farmer, in the Seahorse, of twenty 
guns, then going out to the East Indies in th(' 
squadron under Sir Edward Hughes. He was 
stationed in the foretop at watch aod watch. His 
good conduct attracted the attention of the master 
(afterwards Capt. Surridge) in whose watch he 
was; and, upon his recommendation, the (‘aptain 
rated him as midshipman. At this time his coun- 
tenance w’as florid, and his appearance rather 
stout and athletic : but, when he had ’oeen about 
eighteen months in India, he felt the eflects of that 
climate, so perilous to Europecui constitutions, 
'fhe disease baflled all power of medicine ; he was 
reduced almost to a skeleton ; the use of his limbs 
was for some time entirely lost ; and the only bojx' 
that remained, w^as from a voyage home. Ac- 
cordingly he was brought home by Ca}»t. Pigot, in 
the Dolphin; and had it not been for the attentiifc 
and careful kindness of that ofliccr on the way, 
Nelson would never have lived to reach his native 
shores. He had formed an acquaintance with Sir 
Charles Pole, Sir Thomas Troubridge, and other 
distinguished ofiicers, then, like himself, begin- 
ning their career: he had left them pursuing that 
career in full enjoyment of health and hope, and 
was returning from a country, in which all things 
were to him new and interesting, with a body 
broken down by sickness, eind spirits which had 
sunk with his strength. Long afterwards, when 
tlie name of Nelson was knowui as widely as that 
ol' England itself, he sjroke of the feelings which 
he at this time endured. “ I felt impressed,” 
said he, “ with a feeling that I should never rise in 



LIFE OF NELSON. 


17 


’ 1776 .] 

my profession. My mind was staggered with, a 
view of the difficulties I had to surmount, and the* 
little interest I possessed. I could discover no 
means c^f reaching the object of my ambition. 
After a long and gloomy reverie, in wliich 1 almost 
wished myself overboard, a sudden glow of patri- 
otism was kindled within me, and presented my 
king and country as my patron. Well, then,” J 
exclaimed, “ I will be a hero! and, confiding in 
providence, I will brave every danger !” 

Long Afterwards Nelson loved to speak of the 
feeling of that moment; and from that time, he 
often said, a radiant orb was suspended in his 
mind’s eye, which urged him onward to renown. 
The state of mind in which these feelings began, 
is what the mystics mean by their season of dark- 
ness and desertion. If the animal spirits fail, they 
represent it as an actual temptation. The enthu- 
siasm of Nelson’s nature had taken a diffinent 
direction, but its essence was the same. He knew 
to what the previous state of dejection was to be 
attributed ; that an enfeebled body, and a mind 
depressed, had cast this shade over his soul : but 
he always seemed willing to believe, that the sun- 
shine which succeeded bore with it a prophetic 
glory, and that the light which led him on, was 
“ light from heaven.” 

His interest, however, was far better than lie 
imagined. During his absence, Capt. Suckling 
had been made comptroller of the navy ; his health 
had materially improved upon the voyage ; and, as 
soon as the Dolphin was paid off, he was appoint- 
ed acting lieutenant in the Worcester, sixty-four, 
Capt. Mark Robinson, then going out with convoy 
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tp Gibraltar. Soon after bis return, on tbe 8tb of 
• April, 1777, he passed his examination for a lieu- 
tenancy. Capt. Suckling sat at the head of,.tke 
board; and, when the examination had*?nded^’4ti^* 
a manner highly honourable to Nelson, rosti from 
his scat, and introduced him to the examining 
captains as his nephew. They expressed their 
wonder that he had not informed them of this re- 
lationship before ; he replied, that he did not wish 
the younkcr to be favoured ; he knew his nephew 
would j)ass a good examination, and he had not 
Ikjcii deceived. The next day Nelson received his 
commission as second lieutenant of the Lowestotfe 
frigate, Capt. William Locker, then fitting out; for 
Jamaica. 

Amcric^an, and French privateers under i#Aiiieri- 
can colours, were at that time harassing our trade 
in the West Indies: even a frigate was not suHi- 
ciontly active for Nelson, and he repeatedly got 
appointed to the command ot one of the I^owe- 
stoffe’s tenders. During one of tlieir cruizes the 
Lowostoffe captured an American letter-of-mar({ue: 
it was blowing a gale, and a heavy sea running. 
The first lieutenant being ordered to board the 
prize, went below to put on his hanger. It hap- 
]jened to be mislaid; and, while he was seeking it, 
Capt. Locker came on deck. Perceiving the l)oac 
still alongside, and in danger every moment of 
being swamped, and being extremely anxious that 
the privateer should be instantly taken in eharge, 
because be feared that it would otherwise fountfeipj 
he exclaimed, Have I no officer in the ship who 
can board tbe prize Nelson did not offer him- 
self immediately, w^aiting, wdtb bis usual sense oj“ 
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propriety, for the first lieutenant’s return ; but*, 
iiearing the master volunteer, he jumped into the 
•bpat, saying, “ It is my turn now ; and if I come 
bftck, it i* yours.” The American, who ha^l car- 
rJlliis a heavy press of sail, in hope of escaping, was 
so^^completely water-logged, that the Lowestofie’s 
boat went in on deck, and out again with the sea. 

About this time he lost his uncle. Capt. Locker, 
however, who had perceived the excellent qualities 
of Nelson, and formed a friendship for him, which 
continued clurlng his life, recommended him warmly 
to Sir Peter Parker, then commandcr-in-(‘hief uixm 
that station. In consequence of this recommen- 
dation he w^as removed into the Biistol fiag-ship, 
and Lieutenant Cuthbert Collingwood, who had 
long lxjon in habits of great friendshii> with him, 
succeeded him in the l-.owestoftc. Sir Peter Parker 
vas th^ 'friend of both, and thus it happened that 
wliciiever Nelson got a step in rank, Collingwood 
.•succeeded him. The former soon became first 
lieutenant; and, on the 8th of December, 1778, 
was appointed commander of the Badger brig ; 
Collingwood taking his place in the Bristol. 
While the Badger was lying in Montego Bay, 
.laniJiica, the Glasgow of twenty guns came in and 
anchored there, and in two hours was in tlanu's, 
the steward liaving set fire to her while stealing 
rum (uit of tlie after-hold. Her crew were leaping 
into tlic water, when Nelson came up in his boats, 
made tlnmi throw their powder ovtnboard, and 
point their guns upward ; and, by his presence of 
j mind and personal exertions, prevented the loss of 
■ life which would otherwise have ensued. On the 
I llth of June, 1779, he was made post into the 
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Hincliinbrook, of twenty-eight guns, an enemy’s 
jnerchant-inan, sheathed with wood, which had 
been taken into tlie service. Collingwood was then 
made commander into the Badger. A s^.iort time 
after he left the Lowestofte, that ship, with a sm^ 
squadron, stormed the fort of St. Fernando de 
Omoa, on the south side of the Bay of Honduras, 
and captured some register ships wliich were lying 
under its guns. Two hundred and fifty quintals 
of quicksilver, and three millions of piastres, were 
the reward of this enterprise : and it is charac- 
teristic of Nelson, that the chance by which he 
missed a share in such a prize, is never mentioned 
in any of his letters; nor is it likely that it, ever 
excited even a momentary feeling of vexation. 

Nelson was fortunate in possessing good intere«t 
at the time when it could be most serviceable to 
him : his promotion had been almost as rapid as it 
could be ; and before he had attained the age of 
twenty-one he had gained that rank which brought 
all the honours of the service within his reach. No 
opportunity, indeed, had yet lieen given him of 
distinguishing himself ; but he was thoroughly 
master of his profession, and his zeal and ability 
were acknowledged wherever he was known. Count 
d’F^taing, with a fleet of one hundred and twenty- 
five sail, men of w'ar and transports, and a reputed 
force ol* five and twenty thousand men, threatei>ed 
.lamaica from St. Domingo. Nelson ofleri^d his 
services to the Admiral and to Governor Gen<^l 
Dal%R’, and was appointed to command the batte- 
ries of Fdilt (-harles, at Port Royal. Not more 
than seven thousand men could lie mustered fur 
tlie defence of the island, — a number wholly in^ 
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adequate to resist the force which threatened then *. 
Of this Nelson was so well aware, that when he 
wrote to his friends in Enj^land, he told them they 
must not *1)0 surprised to hear of his learning Jo 
peak h>ench. DMistaing, however, was either 
not aware of his own superiority, or not equal to 
the command with which he was intrusted ; he 
attempted nothing with this formidable armament ; 
and General Dalling was thus left to execute a 
project whjph he had formed against the Spanish 
colonies. 

This project was, to take Fort San Juan on the 
river of that name, which Hows from Lake Nicara- 
gua into the Atlantic ; make himstdf master of the 
lake itself, and of the cities of Granada and Leon ; 
jfind thus cut oft’ the communication of the Spani- 
ards luitMfi&en their northern and southern posses- 
lions in ASfiberica. Mere it is that a caiial between 
the two setis may most easily be formed ; — a work 
more important in its consequences tVian any which 
has ever yet been effected by human })ower. Tx)rd 
George Gfermainc, at that time secretary of state for 
the American department, approved the plan : aiul 
as discontents at that time were known to prevail 
Ml the Nikwo Reyno, in Popayan, and in Peru, 
rhe more sanguine part of the English began to 
beam of acquiring an empire in one part of Ame- 
rica more extensive than that which they were on 
llu’ |H)int of losing in another. General Dalling’s 
[)lans were well formed *, but the history and the 
nature of the country had not been studied as 
ician ately as its geography: the ditficulties which 
x'ciirred in fitting out the expedition delayed it 
Hll lh(‘. season was too far advanced ; and the men 



‘22 1.IFK OF Xr.LSON, [17G0. 

ivere thus sent to adventure themselves, not so 
much against an enemy, whom they would have 
beaten, as against a climate, which would do the 
enemy’s work. 

Early in the year 1780, five hundred men, des- 
tined for this service, were convoyed by Nel$^ 
1‘roiii Port Royal to Cape Gracias a Dios, in Hdiri- 
d liras. Not a natk/e was to be seen when they 
landed : they had been taught that the English 
came with no other intent than that of enslaving 
them, and sending them to Jamaica. After a 
while, liowever, one of them ventured down, con- 
fiding in his knowledge of one of the party ; and 
by his means the neighbouring tribes were^^con- 
ciliatcd with presents, and brought in. The troops 
W(ac encam])ed on a swampy and unwholcsomiB 
plain, where they were joined by a party of tlfe 
seventy-ninth regiment, from Black River, who 
were already in a deplorable state of sicknesjf. 
Having remained here a month, th(‘y proceed^, 
anchoring frc(]uently, along the Moscpiito shore, 
to collect their Indian allies, who were to furnish 
])roper boats for the river, and to accompany them. 
They reached the river San Juan, March 24th : 
and here, according to his orders, Nelson’s ser- 
vices were to terminate; hut not a man in the 
expedition had ever been up the river, or knew the 
distaiu’c of any fortifi(!ation from its mouth ; and 
he, not being one who would turn hack when so 
much was to he done, resolved to carry the sol- 
diers up. About two hundred, therefore*, were 
embarked in the Mosquito shore craft, and in two 
of the Ilinchiubrook’s boats, and they began their 
voyage. It was the latter end of the dry season. 
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the worst time for such an expedition ; the river 
was consecpiently low : Indians were sent forward * 
-through narrow channels between shoals and sand 
banks, ai»d the men were freciuently obliged to 
(|iiit the boats, and exert tlieir utmost strength to 
drag or thrust them along. This labour continued 
for several days : when they came into deeper water, 
they had then currents and ra^^ids to*cont.end with, 
which would have been insurmountable, hut for the 
skill of th^ Indians in such dilHcultics. The brunt 
of the labour was borne by them and by the sailors 
— men never accustomed to stand aloof when any 
exertion of strength or hardihood is required. The 
soldj^'rs, less accustomed to rely upon themselves, 
were of little use. But all equally endured the 
violent heat of the sun, rendered more intense by 
being reflected from the white shoals, while the 
high woods, on both sides of the river, were fre- 
quently so close, as to prevent any refreshing circu- 
lation of air; and during the night all were equally 
exposed to the heavy and unwholesome dews. 

On the 9th of April they reached an island in 
the river, called St. Bartolomeo, which the Spaniards 
had fortified, as an out-post, with a small semicir- 
< ular buttery, mounting nine or ten swivels, and 
manned with sixteen or eighteen men. It com- 
manded the river in a rapid and difficult part of 
the navigation. Nelson, at the head of a few of 
his seamen, leaped upon the beach. The ground 
upon which he s]irung w'as so muddy, that he had 
some diflicidty in extricating himself, and lost his 
shoes: ])are-footcd, however, he advanced, and, in 
his own phrase, hoarded the battery. In this re- 
solute attempt he was bravely supported by Des- 



f)ard, lit that time a ca])tain in the army, afterward 
imhappily known for his schemes of revolutionary 
treason. The castle of St. .Jnan is situated ahou^ 
sixteen miles hig;her up: the stores and ammunitioi9j| 
however, were landed a few miles beluv/ the castlj^, 
and the men had to march through woods almrist 
im})assal)le. One of the men was bitten under tie 
eye by a snake, which darted upon him from ^He 
bou^li of a tree. He was unable to proireed fr0m 
tlic violence of the pain : and when, after a short 
while, some of his comrades were sent back to assist 
him, he was dead, and the body already putrid. 
Nelson himself naiTOwly escaped a similar l|*te. 
He had ordered his liammock to he shm^' umh r 
some trees, being- excessively fatigued, and was 
sleeping when a monitory lizard passed across his 
fac(?. The Indians happily observed the reptile. 
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and, knowing* what it indicated, awoke him. 11« 
started up, and found one of the deadliest serpents * 
'of the country coiled up at his feet. He sutlercd 
from poii‘ii)n of another kind ; for, drinkii^ at a 
spring in which some boughs of the inanchineel 
had been thrown, the effects were so severe, as, in 
the opinion of some of his friends, to inflict a last- 
ing injury u])on his constitution. 

The castle of St. Juan is thirty-two miles below 
die Lake of Ni(!aragua, from which it issues, and 
sixty-nine from the mouth of the river. Boats reach 
tlie sea from thence in a day and a half; hut their 
navigation back, even when nnladcn, is the labour 
of nj^ie days. The English appeared before it on 
the llth, two days after they had taken St. Barto- 
lomeo. Nelson’s advice w'as, tliat it slioidd instantly 
b(! ('nrried hy assault : but \elsoii was not the 
•<^)inmaader ; and it wns thought proper to ol^sorvo 
all the formalities of a siege, 'i'en days were wasted 
before* this could be commenced : it was a W'ork 
more of faylfeue than of danger ; but fatigue w as 
more to ^Ifi’tfi'eadcd than the enemy ; the rains set 
ill ; and^'could the garrison have held out a little 
'.ongcr, di.sease would have rid them of their in- 
vaders. Even the Indians sunk iind(*r it, the vic- 
tims of unusual exertion, and of their ow n excesses. 
ria‘ jilaee snrrcndererl on the -4th. Jbit victory 
procured t.o the compuTors none of that relief wliieli 
had been expeeted ; the castle w'as w'orse than a 
prison ; and it contained nothing which (’ould con- 
tribute to the recovery of the sick, or the |)reserva- 
tion of those who w*cre yet unafl’eoted. The huts, 
whieli served for hospitals, w’crc siirrounded with 
lilth, and with the putrefying hides of slaughtered 
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rattle — almost sufficient of themselves to have eii 
jijendcred pestilence : and when, at last, order: 
were given to erect a convenient hospital, the con 
tagion^had become so general, that there were nom 
wlio could work at it; for, besides the few wlu 
were able to perform garrison duty, there were noi 
orderly men enough to assist the sick. Added tc 
these evils, there was the want of all needful re- 
medies; for, though the expedition had been ampl^ 
provided with hospital stores, river craft enougl 
had not been procured for transporting tiie requisitt 
baggage ; and when much was to be left behind 
provision for sickness was that which of all things 
men in health would be most ready to leave, j^ow 
when these medicines were required, the river was 
swoln, and so turbulent, that its upward navigatioi 
was almost impracticable. At length even the tasl 
of burying tlie dead w'as more than the living could 
perform, and the bodies were tost into the stream, 
or left for beasts of prey, and for th(‘ gallinazos — 
those dreadfnl carrion birds, which do not alway.' 
wait for death before they begin their TBpvk. f^ivi 
months the English persisted in what may l>(‘ ('ailed 
this war against nature ; they then left a few men 
who seemed proof stgainsl the climate, to retain tlu 
castle till the Spaniards should choose to retake il. 
and make them prisoners. The rest abandoned 
their baleful compiest. Eighteen hundred iik ii 
were sent to different posts upon this wretched ex- 
pedition : not more than three hundred and eight \ 
ever returned. I'he Hinebinbrook’s complement 
consisted of two hundred men; eighty-seven took 
to their beds in one night ; and of the whole cn '' 
not more than ton survived. 
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The transports’ men all died, and some oi’ th« 
diips, having none left to take care of them, sunk in * 
the harbour: but transport ships were not wanted, 
For the tJoops which they had brought w^re no 
more : they had fallen, not by the hand of an ene- 
my, but by the deadly influence of the climate. 

Nelson himself was saved by a timely removal. 
In a few days after the commencement of the siege 
he was seized with the prevailing dysentery ; mean- 
time Capt^Glover (son of the author of I^'onidas) 
(li(id, and Nelson was appointed to succeed him in 
the Janus, of forty-four guns; Coilingwood being 
then made post into the Hinchiubrook. He rtjturnecl 
to ll)|P harbour the day before St. Juan surrenderecl, 
and immediately sailed for Jamaica in the sloop 
which brought the news of his appoiutmoit. He 
was, however, so greatly reduced by the disorder, 
that when they reached Port Royal he was carried 
ashore in his cot ; and finding himself, after a 
partial afiiciidment, unable to retain the command 
of his new ship, he was compelled to ask leave to 
reinrn to England, as the only means of recovery. 

(afterwards Admiral) (.’ornwallis took him 
nomc ill the Lion ; and to his care and kindness 
Nelson hclievid himself indebted for his life. He 
wi'iit immediately to Bath, in a miserable state; 

lu^lpless, that he wais carried to and from his 
l)e(i ; and the act of moving him prodneed the most 
violent pain. In three months he recovered, and 
immediately hastened to I^ndon, and applied for 
( inployment. After an interval of about four months 
he was appointed to the Albemarle, of twenty-eight 
gnus, a French merchant-man, which had been 
l)iirchasc(l from the captors for the king’s service. 
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r Ilis health was not yet thoroughly reestablished; 
and while he was employed in getting his ship 
ready, he again beea?ne so ill us Ijurdly to be able 
to keep out of bed. Yet in this state, stiirl sulFering 
b’bin the fatal efFcet of a VV^est Indian climate, as 
if, it might almost be supposed, he said to try hi» 
constitution, he was sent to the North Seas, and 
kept there the whole winter. The asperity with 
which he mentioned this so many yc'ars afterward^j 
evinces how deeply he resented a mode^of conduct 
e(pialjy cruel to the individual and detrimental to 
the service. It was during tbe armed neutrality; 
and w'hen they anchored off Elsineur, the Danish 
Admiral sent on board, desiring to be informed 
what ships had arrived, and to have their force 
written down. “ The AllaMnarle,” said Nc'Ison to 
tlie messenger, is one of his Ihitannic Majesty’s 
ships: you are at liberty, sir, to count the guns rfs 
you go down the side : and you may assure the 
Danish Admiral, that, if necessary, they shall all 
be well served.” During this voyage he gained a 
consideiAble knowledge of the Danish coast, and 
its soundings ; greatly to the advantage of his 
country in after times. Tin? Albemarle was not a 
good ship, and was several times nearly overset, in 
eonsequenee of the masts having been made much 
too long for her. On her return t»> England they 
were shortened, and some other improvements made 
at Nelson’s suggestion. »Still he ahvays insisted 
that her first owners, the lYcnch, had ta^ight he r 
to run away, as she was never a good sailer, except 
when going directly before the wind. 

On their return to the Downs, while he was 
ashore visiting the senior officer, there came on so 
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heavy a g;ale, that almost all the vessels drove*, 
and a store ship came athwart-hawse of the Albe- 
marle. Nelson feared she would drive on the 
Goodwin ^ands ; he ran to th<i beach ; hujt even 
the Deal boatmen thought it impossible to get on 
board, Was the violence of the storm. At 

h'ligth some* of the most intrepid offered to make 
the attempt for fifteen guineas; and to the asto- 
nishment and fear of all the beholders, he em- 
barked du^^ng the height of the tempest. With 
great dif(Ji^^lty and imminent danger he succeeded 
in reaching her. She lost her bowsprit and fore- 
mast, but escaped further injury. He was now 
ordered to Quebec; where, his surgeon told him, 
he would certainly be laid up by the climate. 
Many oF his friends urged him to represent this to 
Admiral Keppel ; but, having received his orders 
from l.ord Sandwich, there appeared to him an 
indelicacy in a})plying to his .successor to have 
them alb'red. 

Accordingly he sailed for Canada. During her 
first cruize on that station, the Albemarle captured 
a fishing schooner, which contained, in her cargo, 
ih- irly all the property that her master possesse<l, 
and the poor fellow had a large family at home, 
Ciiixiously expecting him. Nelson employed him 
us a pilot in Boston Bay, then restored him tlve 
schooner and cargo, and gave him a certificate to 
secure liiin against being captured by any other 
vessel, "fhe man came off afterwards to the Albe- 
marle, at the hazard of his life, with a present of 
‘diecp, poultry, and fresh provisions. A most valu- 
able supply it jiroved ; for the scurvy was raging on 
ooard : this was in the middle of August, and tlio 
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^ sfliip’s company had not had a fresh meal since the 
beginning of April. The certificate was preserved 
at Boston in memory of an act of unusual gene-' 
rosity and now that the fame of Nelson has given 
interest to every thing connected with his name, it 
is regarded as a relic. The Albemarle had a nar- 
row escape upon this cruize. Four French sail of 
the line and a frigate, which had come out of Bos- 
ton harbour, gave chase to her; and Nelson, per- 
ceiving that they beat him in sailings ..boldl y ran 
among the numerous shoals of St. GeOrgefS Bank, 
confiding in his own skill in pilotage. Capt: Salter, 
in the St. Margaretta, had escaped the French 
fleet, by a similar mancenvre, not long before. 
The frigate alone continued warily to pursue him ; 
but, as soon as he j^erceived that this enemy 4||itas 
unsupported, he shortened sail, and hove to : u^jA 
which the Frenchman thought it advisable to give 
over the pursuit, and sail in quest of his consorts;^- 
At Quebec Nelson became acquainted witli Alex^- 
under Davison ; by whose interference he was pre- 
vented from making what would have been called 
an imprudent marriage. The Albemarle was about 
to leave the station, her captain had taken leav(' 
of his friends, and was gone down the river to the 
place of anchorage ; when, the next morning, as 
Davison was walking on the beach, to his surprise 
he saw Nelson coming back in his boat. Upon 
inquiring the cause of this reappearance, Nelson 
tdlk his arm, to walk towards the town, and told 
him he found it utterly impossible to leave Quebec 
without again seeing the woman whose society had 
contributed so much to his Rappiuess there, and 
offering her his hand. — If you do,’' said his friend. 
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your utter ruin must inevitably follow.” — “ Thc» 
let it follow,” cried Nelson, “ for I am resolved to * 
do it.” — “ And I,” replied Davison, “ am resolved 
you shall %iot,” Nelson, however, upon thi^ occa- 
sion, was less resolute than his friend, and suffered 
hiiiiself to be led back to the boat. 

The Albemarle was under orders to comoy a 
fleet of transports to New York. — “ A very pretty 
job,” said her captain, “ at this late season of the 
year” (October was far advanced), for our sails 
are at this moment frozen to the yards.” On his 
arrival at Sandy Hook, he waited on the com- 
man'Ser-in-chief, Admiral Digby, who told him he 
wasi^ome on a fine station for making prize-money. 

“ Yes, sir,” Nelson made answer; “ but the West 
Indies is the station for honour.” Ix>rd Hood, 
with a detachment of Rodney's victorious fleet, 
was at that time at Sandy Hook : he had been 
intimate with Capt. Suckling; and Nelson, who 
was desirous of nothing but honour, requested him 
to ask for the Albemarle, that he might go to 
that station where it was most likely to be ob- 
tained. Admiral Digby reluctantly parted with 
liim. His professional m^rit was already well 
known : and Ixird Hood, on introducing him to 
Prince William Henry, as the Duke of Clarence 
was then called, told the prince, if he wished to 
ask any questions respecting naval tactics, Captain 
Nelson coidd give him as much information as any 
othcer in the fleet. The Duke, who, to his own 
honour, became from that time the firm friend of 
Nelson, describes him as appearing the meerest 
boy of a captain he had ever seen, dressed in a 
full laced uniform, an old fashioned waistcoat 
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with loiif^ flaps, and his lank un powdered hair tied 
' in a stiff Hessian tail of extraordinary length ; 
making, altogether, so remarkable a figure, “ that,” ■ 
says the duke, “ I had never seen any thing like 
it ' before, nor could I imagine who he was, nor 
what he ci^nje about. But his address and con- 
versation were irresistibly pleasing ; and when he 
spoke on professional subjects, it was with an en- 
thusiasm that showed he was no common being.” 

It was expected that the French woidd attempt 
some of the passages between llie Bahamas : and 
IjOrd Hood, thinking of this, said to Nelson, “ 1 
suppose, sir, from the length of time you were 
cruizing among the Bahama Keys, you must a 
good pilot there.” He replied, with that constant 
readiness to render justice to every man, which 
was so conspicuous in all his condtiet through life, 
that he was well acquainted with them himself, 
but that in that respe(!t his second lieutenant was 
tar his superior. Tlie Freiicli got into Puerto Ca- 
bello on the coast of Venezuela. Nelson was 
cruizing between that port and T/a Guayra, under 
Freneh colours, for the purpose of obtaining infor- 
mation ; when a king’s launch, belonging to the 
Spaniards, passed near, and being hailed in French, 
came alongside without suspicion, and answered 
all questions that were asked concerning the num- 
ber and force of the enemy’s ships. 1 lui crew, 
however, were not a little surprised when llu^y were 
taketx ou board, and found themselves prisoners. 
One of the party went by the name of the Count 
de Deux Pouts. He was, however, a prince of 
the German empire, and brother to the iieir of the 
P^lcctorate of Bavaria : his companions were French 
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ofHcers of distinction, and men of science, who had 
been collecting specimens in the various branches * 
of natural history. Nelson having entertained them 
with the .Vest his table could afford, told them they 
were at liberty to depart with their boat and all 
that it contained : he only required them to pro- 
mise that they would consider themselves as pri- 
soners, if the commander-in-chief should refuse to 
acquiesce in their being thus liberated : — a circum- 
stance wljich was not by any means likely to hap- 
pen. Tidings soon arrived that the preliminaries 
of peace had been signed; and the Albemarle re- 
turned to England, and was paid ofl‘. Nelson’s 
lirst^ business, after he got to Loudon, even before 
he went to see his relations, was to attempt to get 
the wages duo to his men, for the various ships in 
which they had served during the war. ^‘The 
disgust of seamen to the navy,’’ he said, “ was all 
owing to the infernal plan of turning them over 
from slu]) to shi[); so that men could not be at- 
tached to the oiheers, iior the olheers care the 
least about the men.” Yet he himself was so be- 
loved by bis men, that his whole ship’s company 
otfered, if he could get a ship, to enter for her 
immediately, lie was now, for the first time, pre- 
si'Uted at court. After going through this cere- 
mony, he (lined with his frituid Davison, at Lincoln's 
Inn. As soon as he eiibTcd the chambers, he 
threw off what he called his iron-bound coat; and 
putting himself at ease in a dressing-gown, passed 
the nunainder of the day in talking over all that 
had l)efallen them since they parted on the shore 
of the River St. Lawrence. 
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CHAPTER II. 

ii 

Kehon f^oes to France dnrmg the 'peace — Reappointed to the 
BoreaSj and stationed at the J^euard Islands — His firtn con- 
duct concerning the American interlopers and the co7itractors — 
Marries and returns to llngland — Is on the point of quitting 
the service in disgust — Manner of life while unemployed — 
Appointed to the Agamemnon on the breaking out of the war 
of the French Revolution. 

‘‘ I HAVE closed the war,” said Nelson, in one 
his letters, ‘‘ without a fortune ; but there is not;^ 
speck ill my cliaracter. True honour, I hope, pre* 
dominates in my mind far above riches.” He did 
not apply for a ship, because he was not wealtiiiy, 
enough to live on board in the manner which 
the-n become customary. Finding it, tliercfo^ 
prudent to cconomi/e on his half pay during tlffe 
peace, he went to France, in company with fiagjt 
Macnamara, of the navy, and took lodgings %t 
St. Omer’s. The death of his favourite sister, 
Anne, who died in consequence of going out of 
the ball-room, at Bath,'Avhen heated with dancing, 
affected his father so much, that it had nearly 
occasioned him to return in a few weeks. Time, 
however, and reason, and religion, overcame this 
grief in the old man ; and Nelson continued at 
St. Omer’s Jong enough to fall in love with the 
daughter of an English clergyman. This second 
attachment appears to have been less ardent than 
the first; for, upon weighing the evils of a MKatt^ 
ened income to a marricNl man, he thought it Hotter 
to l|jivc France, assigning to his friends s^tmeAing 
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ill his accounts as the cause. This prevented hiAi, 
iroiii accepting an invitation from the Count of 
Deux Pouts to visit him at Paris, couched in the 
handsomest terms of acknowledgment for the treat- 
ment which he had received on board the Albe- 
marle. 

The self-constraint which Nelson exerted in sub- 
duing this attachment made him naturally desire 
to be at sea : and when, upon visiting Lord Howe 
at the Adiniralty, he was asked if he wished to be 
employed, he made answer that he did. Accord- 
ingly, in March, he was appointed to the Boreas, 
twenty-eight guns, going to the Leeward Islands, 
^is sit cruiser, on the peace establishment. Lady 
Huglies and her family went out with him to Ad- 
miral Sir Richard Hughes, who commanded on 
that station. His ship was full of midship- 

men, -idf whom there were not less than thirty on 
board : and happy were they whose lot it was to 
be yilaced with such a captain. If he perceived 
that a boy was afraid at first going aloft, he \vould 
say to him, in a friendly manner: “Well, sir, I 
am going a race to the mast-head, and beg that I 
may meet you there.’' The poor little fellow in- 
stantly began to climb, and got up how he could, 
— Nelson never noticed in what manner ; but, 
when they met in the top, spoke cheerfully to 
him ; and would say, how much any person was 
to he pitied who fancied that getting up was either 
dangerous or ilifhcult. Every day he. went into 
the school-room, to sec that they were pursuing 
their nautical studies; and at noon he was alw^ays 
the first on deck with his ipiadrant. Whenever 
he paid a visit of ceremony; some of these youths 
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, abcompanied him : and when he wont to dine witli 
the governor at Burbadoes, he took one of’ them in 
his hand, and presented him, saying, “ Your 
Exeelleney must excuse me for bringing One of my 
midshipmen. 1 make it a rule to introduce them 
to all the good company 1 can, as they have f(iw 
to look up to, besides myself, during the time they 
are at sea.” 

When Nelson arrived in the West Indies, he 
found himself senior captain, and copse(|Ucntly 
second in command on that station. Satisfactory 
as this was, it soon involved him in a dispute witli 
tlie admiral, which a man less zealous for the ser- 
vice miglit have avoided. Tie found the LiVonai 
in English Harbour, Antigua, with a broad pen- 
dant lioisted ; and, upon iiujuiring tlu‘ reasmi, was 
presented with a written order from Sir R. Hughes, 
requiring and directing him to obey the ortl;(jrs of 
resident commissiomu’ Moutray, during the time he 
might have occasion to remain there ; the said re- 
sident commissioner being, in cons('()U(.'nce, autho- 
rized to hoist a broad pendant on board any of his 
Majesty’s ships in that port that lie might think 
proper. Nelson was never at a loss how to act in 
any emergency. “ I know of no siquaior ollicers,” 
said he, “ besides the lords (*ommissioncrs of the 
Admiralty, and my seniors on the post list.” Con- 
cluding, therefore, that it was not consistent with 
the service for a resident commissioner, who he ld 
only a civil situation, to hoist a broad pendant, the 
moment that he had anchored, he sent an order to 
the ca])t.ain of the T.atona to strike it, and retopi it 
to the dock-yard. He went on shore the iime 
day, dined with the commissioner, to show/j^ini 
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tliat he was acituated by no other motive than 4\^ 
sense of duty, and gave him the first intelligence 
• that his pendant had been struck. Sir Richard 
sent an account of this to the Admiralty ; but the 
case could admit of no doubt, and Capt. Nelson’s 
conduct was approved. 

He displayed the same promptitude on another 
occasion. Wliile the Boreas, after the hurricane 
montlis were over, was riding at anchor in Nevis 
Hoads, a JPrench frigate passed to leeward, dost? 
along shore. Nelson had obtained infoirnation 
that this ship was sent from Martinico, with two 
general officers and some engineers on board, to 
mak^^ a survey of our sugar islands. This purpose 
he was determined to prevent them from executing, 
and therefore he gave orders to Ibllow them. The 
j^ext day he came up with them at anchor in the 
roads of St. Eustatia, and anchored at about two 
cables’ length on the frigate’s quarter. Being 
afterwards invited by the Dutch governor to meet 
the French officers at dinner, he. seized that oeca- 
sion of assuring the French captain, that under- 
standing it was his intention to honour the British 
possessions with a visit, he had taken the earliest 
c-pportunily in his power to accompany him, in his 
Maji’sly’s sliip the Boreas, in order that such 
attention might be paid to the officers of liis Most 
(Christian Majesty, as every Fnglishman in the 
islands would be proud to show. The French, 
with equal courtesy, protested against giving him 
this trouble; esjiecially, they said, us they in- 
tended merely to cruize round the islandvS, without 
landing on any. But Nelson, with the utmost 
politeness, insisted upon paying them this compli- 
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ment, followed them close, iu spite of all their 
attempts to elude his vigilance, and never lost 
sight of them ; till, finding it impossible either to 
deceive or escape him, they gave up their»^treacher- 
oiis purpose in despair, and beat up for Martinico. 

A business of more serious import soon engaged 
his attention. The Americans were at this time 
trading with our islands, taking advantage of the 
register of their ships, which had been issue(4 while 
they were British subjects. Nelson knew, that, by 
the navigation act, no foreigners, directly or indi- 
rectly, arc permitted to carry on any trade with 
these possessions : he knew% also, that the Ameri- 
cans had made themselves foreigners with regard 
to England ; they had disregarded the ties of blood 
and language, when they ac(piired the indc[)cndencc 
w’hich they had been led on to claim, unha])pily fair 
themselves, before they were fit for it ; and he was 
solved that they should derive no ])rofit from th()S(^ 
ties now. Foreigners they had made themselves, 
and as foreigners they were to be treated. “ If 
once,” said he, “ they are admitted to any kind of 
intercourse wnth our islands, the view's cf the loy- 
alists, in settling at Nova Scotia, are entirely done 
away ; and when we are again embroiletl in a 
French war, the Americans will first become the 
carriers of these colonies, and then have possession 
of them. Here they come, sell their cargoes for 
ready money, go to Martinico, buy molasses, and 
so round and round. The loyalist cannot do this, 
and consequently must sell a little dearer. The 
residents here are Americans by connexion and h\ 
interest, and arc inimical to Great Britain. They 
are as great rebels as ever were in America, liad 
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thoy the power to show it.” Tn Noveipber, wheu 
the squadron, having arrived at Barbadoes, was to 
• separate, with no other orders than those for ex- 
amining y^nchorages, and the usual inquiries con- 
cerning wood and water, Nelson asked his friend 
Collingwood, then captain of the Mediator, whose 
opinions he knew upon the subject, to accompany 
him to the commander- in-chief, whom he then 
respectfully asked, whether they were not to attend 
to the commerce of the country, and see tliat the 
navigation act was -respected — that appearing to 
him to be the intent of keeping men of war upon 
this station in time of peace ? Sir Richard Hughes 
replmd, he had no particular orders, neither had 
the Admiralty sent him any acts of parliament. 
But Nelson made answer, that the navigation act 
was included in the statutes of the Admiralty, with 
whicl^very captain was furnished, and that act 
was ffected to admirals, captains, &c. to see it 
(Uirritflinto execution. Sir Richard said, he had 
licver seen the book. Upon this Nelson produced 
the statutes, read the words of the act, and appa- 
rently convinced the commandcr-in-chief, that men 
of war, as he said, “ were sent abroad for some 
<-ther purpose than to be made a show of.” Ae- 
eordiiigly orders were given to enforce the naviga- 
lion act. 

Major (jioneral Sir Thomas Shirley was at this 
time governor of the Leeward Islands; and when 
Nelson waited on him to inform him how he in- 
tended to act, and upon what grounds, he replied, 
that “ old generals were not in the habit of taking 
advice from young gentlemen.” — “ Sir,” said the 
young oflicer, with that confidence in himself which 
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Hever carried him too far, and always was equal 
* to the occasion, “ I am as old as the prime minister 
of England, and think myself as capable of com- 
manding one of his majesty’s ships as thtt minister 
is of governing the state.” lie was resolved to do 
his duty, whatever might be the opiruon or conduct 
of others ; and when he arrived uj)on his station 
at St. Kitt’s, he sent away all the Americans, not 
choosing to sei/c them before they had well 
apprized that the act woidd be carried mto effect, 
lest it might seem as if a trap hud b(*en laid for 
them. The Americans, though they prudently d(‘- 
(ramped from St. Kitt's, were emboldened by the 
support they met with, and resolved to resisj[. his 
ord(irs, alleging that king’s ships had no legal 
power to seize them without having deputations ’ 
irom the customs. The planters were to a. man 
against him ; the governors and the presidtmts of 
the different islands, with oidy ji single expffilion, 
gave him no su[)port : and the admiral, afraid to 
act on either side, yet wishing to oblige the plan-^ 
ters, sent him a note, advising him to be guided 
by the wishes of th.e presideiit of the council, 
dhere was no danger in disregarding this, as it 
came unofHcially, and in the form of advice. But 
scarcely a month after he had shown Sir Jlichard 
Hughes tli(^ law, and, as he sup[)osed, satisfied 
him eoiK’erning it, he received an order from liim, 
stating that he had now obtained good advice upon 
the point, and the Americans were not to be hin- 
dered from coming, and having free egress and 
regress, if the governor chos(* to permit them. An 
order to tlie same purport liad been sent round to 
the different governors and presidents; and Gene- 
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ral Shirlt'y and others informed him, in an authori' 
tative manner, that they chose to admit American 
ships, as the cominandcr-iu-chief had left the de- 
cision to tiiem. Tliese persons, in his own words, 
he soon trimmed up, and silenced;’^ but it was 
a more delicate business to deal with the admiral. 

“ 1 must either,” said he, disobey my orders, or 
disobey acts of parliament. I determined upon 
the foriper, trusting^ to the uprightness of my in- 
tentions, and l^elieving* that my country would not 
hd me be*ruined for protecting her comnnjrce.” ' 
With this determination he wTote to Sir llichard, 
appealed again to the plain, literal, unequivocal 
sense of the navigation act; and in respectful lan- 
guage told him, he felt it his duty to d(‘eline olx y- 
ing tlu'se orders till he had an op])ortunity of S(*eing 
and conversing with him. Sir Riehard’s lirst feel- 
ing w’as that of anger, and he was about to super- 
sede Ikjlson ; hut having mentioned the aft'air to 
bis captain, that ollicer told him he believed all 
tlic squadron thoiiglit tlie orders illegal, anti there- 
fore did 11(4 know how far they were bound to* 
obey tlic'in. It was impossible, therefore, to Ining 
Nelson to a court martial, composed of men who 
agreed willi bim in ojiinion upon the point in dis- 
pute; and luckily, though the admiral wanted 
vigour of mind to decide upon ivhat wais right, he 
was not obstinate in wrong, and had even gene- 
rosity enough in his nature to thank Nelson after- 
wards for having shown him his error. 

Collingwood, in the Mediator, and his brother, 
WiliVed C 'ollingwood, in the Rattler, actively co- 
operated with Nelson. The custom-houses AV(a'c 
informed, that after a certain day all foreign vess(*]s 
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found ill the ports would be seized ; and many 
*were, in consecpience, seized, and condemned in 
the admiralty court. When the Boreas arrived 
at^ Nev;is, she found four American vesstds deeply 
laden, and what are called the island colours Hy- 
ing; — white, with a red cross. Tlicy were ordered 
to hoist their proper fla^, and depart within eij^ht 
and forty hours; but they refused to obey, denying; 
that they were Americans. Some of their crews 
were then examined in Nelson’s cabin, \vhere tlie 
jndg;e of admiralty happened to be present. The 
case was plain ; tlicy confessed that they were 
Americans, and that the ships, hull and car^o, 
were wholly American property ; upon which he 
seized them. This raised a storm : the planters, 
the custom-house, and the governor, were all ai^ainst 
liim. Subscriptions were opened, and presently 
fdled, for the purpose of carrying on the cause in 
behalf of the American captains: and tin; adtniral, 
whose flag was at that time in the roads, stoo4. 
neutral. But the Americans and tlieir abettors were 
not content with defensive law. The marines, whom 
he had sent to secure the ships, had prevented somt* 
of the masters from going ashore; and (hose per- 
sons, by w'hose depositions it a|)])carcd that the 
vessels and cargoes were American ])roperty, de- 
clared, that they bad given their testimony under 
bodily fear, for that a man with a drawn sword in 
his band bad stood over them the whole time. A 
rascally law'yer, whom the party employed, sug- 
gested this story ; and as the sentry at the (tabin 
(loor was a man w ith a drawn sword, the Aineric^ms 
made no scruple of swearing to this ridiculous 
falsehoo<l, and commencing prosecutions against 
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him accordingly. They laid their damages at tile, 
enormous amount of £40,000 ; and Nelson was 
obliged to keep close on board his own ship, lest 
he shoiilcf be arrested for a sum for which it would 
have been impossible to find bail. The marslial 
frequently came on board to arrest him, but was 
always prevented by the address of the first lieu- 
tenant, Mr. Wallis. Had he been taken, such was 
the tehiper of the people, that it was certain he 
would ha^e been cast for the whole sum. One of 
his ofiii'crs, one day, in speaking of the restraint 
which he was thus compelled to sutfer, happened 
to use the word/n^y / Pity!*’ exclaimed Nelson: 
“ Pity! did you say? T shall live, sir, to be envied! 
and to that point I shall always direct my course.” 
Eight weeks he remained under this state of duresse. 
During that time the trial respecting these detained 
ships came on in the court of admiralty. He went 
on shore tinder a protection for the. day from the 
l^iidge : but, notwithstanding this, the marshal was 
('{died upon to take that opportunity of arresting 
him, and the merchants promised to indemnify him 
fi'r so doing. The jvidge, however, did his duty, 
and threatened to send the marshal to prison, if 
he attempted to violate the protection of the court. 
Mr. Herbert, the president of Nevis, behaved with 
singular generosity n]>on this occasion. Though 
no man was a greater sufierer by the measures which 
Nelson had pursued, he oficred in court to bcc'ome 
his bail fur £10,00(), if he chose to sufter the arrest, 
rhe lawyer wliom be had chosen proved to be an 
able as well as an honest man; and, notwithstand- 
ing the opinions and pleadings of most of the 
counsel of the diircrent islands, who maintained 
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jLttat ships of war were not justified in seizing 
American vessels without a deputation from the 
customs, the law was so explicit, the case so clear, 
and Nejson pleaded his own cause so welfc, tliat the 
four ships were condemned. During the progress 
of this business he sent a memorial home to the 
king; in conse(pience of which, orders were issued 
that lie should be defended at the expense of the 
Clown. And upon the representations which he 
made at the same time to the secretary of state, 
and the suggestions with which he accompanied 
it, the register act was framed. The sanction of 
government, and the ap]n*ohation of his coudiu't 
which it implied, were highly gratifying to him : 
hut he was otfended, and not without just cause, 
that the treasury sliould have transmitted thanks 
to the commander-in-chief, for his activity and 
zeal in protecting the commerce of (ireal. Britain. 

Hud they known all,” said he, “ 1 do not think 
they would have bestowed thanks in that (piarUrr^ 
and neglected me. 1 feel much hurt, that, aftef 
the loss of health and risk of fortune, another shonkl 
be thanked for what I did against his orders. 1 
cither deserved to be sent out of the service, or at 
least to have had some little notice taken of what 
I had done. They have thought it \\orlhy of notice, 
and yet have neglected me. If this is the reward 
for a faithful discharge of my duty, 1 sliall he care- 
ful, and never stand forward again. But I haie 
done my duty, and have nothing to accuse my.s( ll 
of.” 

The anxiety which he had suffered from tlie 
harassing uncertainties of law is ayiparcnt from 
these expressions. He had, however, something 
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to console him, for he was at this time wooing, the, 
riie(*e of liis friend the president, then in lier eigh- 
teenth year, the widow of Dr. Nisbet, a physician. 
She had •one child, a son, by name Josiah, who 
was three years old. One day, Mr. Herbert, who 
had hastened, half-dressed, to receive Nelson, ex- 
claimed, on returning to his dressing-room, “ Good 
God! if I (lid not find that great little man, of 
whom* every body is so afraid, playing in tlu‘ next 
room, iiijyLler the dining-table, with Mrs. Nislict’s 
child !” A few days afterwards Mrs. Nisl)et her- 
self was first introduced to him, and thanked him 
tor the ])artiaUty which he had shown to her little 
bo^ Her manners were mild and winning : and 
the captain, whose heart was easily suscc[)til.)le of 
attachment, found no such imperious necessity for 
subduing his inclinations as had twice before with- 
lield him from marrying. They were. married on 
Mar<3H 11, 1787: Prim^e William Henry, who 
had come out to the West Indies the preceding 
winter, being present, by his own desire, to give 
away tli^ bride. Mr. Herbert, lier uncle, was at 
tliis time so much displeased with his only daugh- 
ter, that he had resolved to disinherit her, and 
leave his whole fortune, which was very great, to 
his niece. But Nelson, whose nature was too 
noble to let him profit by an act of injustice, inter- 
fered, and succeeded in reconciling the president 
to his child. 

“ Yesterday,” said one of his naval friends, the 
day after the wedding, the navy lost one of its 
gre^atest ornaments, by Nelson’s marriage. Tt is a 
national loss that such an officer should marry : 
had it not been for this, Nelson would hav(‘ be- 
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C6ime the greatest man in the service.’’ The man 
was rightly estimated : but he who delivered this 
opinion did not understand the effect of domestic 
love ai\d duty upon a mind of the trvG heroic 
stamp. 

‘‘ We are often separate,” said Nelson, in a 
letter to Mrs. Nisbet, a few months beTore their 
marriage; “ but our affections arc not by any 
means on that account diminished. Our< coun- 
try has the first demand for our serv ices ; and 
private convenience or happiness must ever give 
way to the public good. Duty is the great busi- 
ness of a sea officer : all private considerations 
must give way to it, however painful.” Ilave 
you not often heard,” says he, in another letter,; 

“ that salt water and absence always wash away 
lov'e ? Now I am such a heretic as not to belie v% 
that article ; for behold, every morning I have ha4 
six pails of salt water poured upon my head, an^# 
instead of finding what seamen say to be true, it 
goes on so contrary to the prescription, that y €|9 
must, perhaps, see me before the fixed time.*^ 
More frequently his correspondence breathed a 
deeper strain. To write letters to you,’' says 
“ is the next greatest pleasure 1 feel to receiving 
them from you. What I experivuicc when I read 
such as I am sure arc the pure sentiments of your 
heart, my poor pen cannot express : — nor, indeed, 
would I give much for any pen or head which 
could express feelings of that kind. Absent from 
you, [ feel no yileasure ; it is you who are every 
thing to me. Without you, I care not for .tffiis 
world ; for I have found, lately, nothing in it;?but 
vexation and trouble. These arc my present sen- 
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timents. God Almighty grant they may nevtfr^ 
change ! Nor do I think they will. Indeed there 
is, as far as human knowledge can judge, a moral 
certainty nhat they cannot: for it must .be real 
affection that brings us together; not interest or 
compulsion.” Such were the feelings, and such 
the sense of duty, with which Nelson became a 
husband. 

Duihig his stay upon this station he had ample 
opportiini^^y of observing the scandalous practices 
of the contractors, prize-agents, and oilier persons 
in the West Indies connected with the naval ser- 
vice. When he was first left with the command, 
and* bills w^ere brought him to sign for money 
which was owing for goods purchased for the 
navy, he required the original voucher, that he 
might examine whether those goods had been 
really purchased at the market price : but to pro- 
duct; vouchers w'ould not have been convenient, 
and thfefore was not the custom. Upon this 
Nelson wrote to Sir Charles Middleton, then comp- 
troller of the navy, representing the abuses which 
vere likely to be practised in this manner. The 
answer which lie received seemed to imply that 
the old forms w^erc thought sufficient : and thus 
having no alternative, he w^as compelled, with his 
eyes open, to submit to a practice originating in 
fraudulent intentions. Soon afterwards two An- 
tigua merchants informed him, that they wore 
privy to great frauds, which had been committed 
upon government in various departments : at An- 
tigua, to the amount of nearly £.500,000 ; at 
laicie, £300,000; at Barbadoes, £‘250,000; at 
Jamaica, upwards of a million. The informer^ 
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Avere both shrewd, sensible men of business ; they 
’did not affect to be actuated by a sense of justice, 
but rc(|uired a per centage upon so much as go- 
vornmqnt should actually recover throt.igli tlieir 
means. Nelson examined the books and papers 
wliich they produced, and was convinced that 
government had been most infamously plundered. 
Vouchers, he found, in that country, were no 
check whatever : the principle was, that a thing 
was always worth what it would bring and the 
merchants were in the habit of signing v^ouchers 
for each other, without even the appearance of 
looking at the articles. These accounts he sent 
home to the different departments which had been 
defrauded : but the peculators were too powerful 
and tht?y succeeded not merely in impeding in- 
fjidry, l)ut even in raising prejudices against Nel- 
son at the hoard of admiralty, which it was many 
years before he could subdue. 

Owing, probably, to these prejudices, ^aud the 
lidluenec of the peculators, he was Irout.od, on his 
return to bhiglaiid, in a manner which had nearly 
(Irivoii him from the service. During the three 
ycai’s that the Coreas had remained upon a station 
wliich is usually so fatal, not a single officer or 
mail of her whole coinplemont had dicil. This 
almost unexarnjded instance of good hcaltli, though 
mostly, no doubt, imputable to a luialtliy season, 
must, in some measure, also, be asmilu'd to the 
wise conduct of the ca])taiii. He never suilbrcd the 
shi[)s to remain more than three or four weeks at a 
time at any of the islands ; and when tlie hurri- 
cane months con dried him to English Harbour, he 
encouraged all kinds of useful amusements : music, 
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dancinj^, and caidgeling among the men ; theatr?- , 
cals among the officers ; any thing which could 
employ their attention, and keep their spirits cheer- 
ful. The43()roas arrived in England in JunCr Nel- 
son who had many times been supposed to be con- 
sum|)tivc when in the West Indies, and perhaps 
was saved from consumption by that climate, was 
still in a precarious state of health ; and the raw 
Avet w«ather of one of our ungenial summers 
brought 041 cold, and sore throat, and fever: yet 
his vessel was kept at the Norc from tlic (md of 
June till the end of November, serving as a slop 
and receiving ship. This unworthy treatment, 
wbicji more {nobably proceeded from intention than 
from neglect, excited in Nelson the strongest in- 
dignation. During the whole five months he sel- 
flom or never quitted the ship, but carried on the 
duty with strict and sullen attention. On the 
morning when orders were received to prepare the 
Iloreas for .being paid off', he expressed his joy to 
the senior o0icer in the Medw^ay, saying, “ It will 
release me for over IVom an ungratetul service, for 
it is my firm and nnaltcrablc determination never 
. to set my foot on board a king’s ship. Im- 
mediately after my arrival in town I shall wait on 
the first lord of the admiralty, and resign my 
commission.” The officer to whom he thus com- 
rniuiicat('d Ids intentions behaved in the wdsest and 
most friendly manner; for finding it in vain to dis- 
suade him in his yn'osent state of fe(‘ling, he 
sc(a'ctly interfered with the first lord to save him 
from a step so injurions to himself, little foreseeing 
how deeply the welfare and honour of England 
were at that moment at stake. Thi.s intcrfi*rence 
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produced a letter from Lord Howe, the day before 
the ship was paid ofF, intimating a wish to see 
Capt. Nelson as soon as he arrived in toWn : when,’ 
beinj^ pleased with his conversation, ami perfectly 
convinced, by what was then explained 4o him, of 
the propriety of his conduct, he desired that he 
might present him to the king on the first levee 
day : and the gracious manner in which Nelson 
was then received, effectually removed his- resent^ 
merit. , 

Prejudices had been, in like manner, oxciteij. 
against his friend, Prince William Henry. No- 
thing is wanting, sir,’" said Nelson, in one of his 
letters, ‘‘ to make you the darling of the English 
nation, but truth. Sorry I am to say, much to the 
contrary has been dispersed.” This was not flat- 
tery ; for Nelson was no ffatterer. The letter in 
which this passage occurs shows in how wise and 
noble a manner he dealt with tlie prince. One of 
his royal highness’s officers had applied for a court 
martial upon a point in which he was unquestion- 
ably wrong. His royal highness, however, whilb 
he supported his own character and authority, pre- 
vented the trial, which must have been injurious to 
a brave and deserving man. ** Now that you are 
parted,” said Nelson, “ pardon me, my ])rince, 
when I presume to recommend that he may stand 
in your royal favour as if he had never sailed with 
you, and that at some future day you will serv<‘ 
him. There only wants this to place your conduct 
in the highest point of view^ None of us are with- 
out failings ; his, was being rather too hasty : but 
that, put in competition with his being a gyiod 
officer, will not, 1 am bold to say, be taken in the 
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scale against him. More able friends than myseh/ 
your royal highness may easily find, and of more 
conseqiieiice in the state; but one more attached 
and afiee.ticnate is not so easily met with. I^rinces 
seldom, vety seldom, find a disinterested person to 
communicate their thoughts to : I do not pretend 
to be that person ; but of this be assured, by a 
man who, I trust, never did a dishonourable act, 
that I a^n interested only that your royal highness 
should be ^hc greatest and best man this country 
ever produced.'' 

Encouraged by the conduct of Lord Howe, and 
by his reception at court, Nelson renewed his at- 
tack ^upon the peculators with fresh spirit. He 
had interviews with Mr. Rose, Mr. Pitt, and Sir 
Charles Middleton; to all of whom he satisfVic- 
torily proved his charges. In consequence, it is 
said, these very extensive public frauds were at 
length put in a proper train to bo provided against 
in future ; his representations were attended to ; 
and every step which he recommended was adopted : 
the investigation was put into a proj^er course, 
which ended in llio detection and ])uiiishment of 
some of the culprits : an immense saving was made 
to government, and thus its attention w as directed 
to similar peculation in other parts of the colonies. 
But it is said also, that no mark of commendation 
seems to have been bestow'ed upon Nelson for his 
exertion. And it is justly remarked,* that the 
s[)irit of the navy cannot be preserved so effectu- 
ally by the liberal honours bestowed on officers, 
when they are worn out in the service, as by an 
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tittention to those who, like Nelson at this part of 
his life, have only their integrity and zeal to bring 
them into notice. A junior oflicer, who* had been 
loft with the command at Jamaica, Feccived an 
additional allowance, for which Nelson had ap- 
j)lied in vain. Double pay was allowed to every 
artificer and seaman employed in the naval yard: 
Nelson liad superintended the whole business of 
that yard with the most rigid exactness,* and he 
com))lained that he was neglected. “ Tt was most 
true,” he said, “ that the trouble which he took 
to detect the fraudulent practices then carried 
on, was no more than his duty ; but he little 
thought that the expenses attending his frequent 
journeys to St. John’s upon that duty (a distance 
of twelve miles), would have falkm upon his pay 
as captain of the Boreas.” Nevertheless, the sense 
of what he thought unworthy usage did not dimi- 
nisii his zeal. “ 1,” said he, “ must still buffet 
the waves in search of — What? Alas! that they 
called honoiiv is now thought of no more. My 
fortune, God knows, has grown worsi' for the 
service : so much for serving my country. Bui 
the devil, ever willing to tempt the virtuous, has 
made me offer, if any ships should be sent to de- 
stroy his majesty of Morocco’s ports, to be there ; 
and I have some reason to think, that, should any 
more come of it, my humble services will he ac- 
cepted. 1 have invariably laid down, and followed 
close, a plan of what ought to be iip|)ermost in 
the breast of an officer, — that it is much better 
to serve an ungrateful country, than to give up 
his own fame. Posterity will do him justice. A 
uniform course of honour and integrity seldom 
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fails of bring'inj^ a man to the e:oal of fame at* 
last.’^ 

• The de^gii against the Barbary pirates, like all 
other desi;|iis against them, was laid asidc^; and 
Nelson took his wife to his father’s parsonage, 
meaning only to pay him a visit before they went 
to France ; a project which he had formed for the 
sake of accpiiriiig a competent knowledge of the 
French Janguage. But his father could not bear 
to lose hiiy thus unnecessarily. Mr. Nelson had 
long been an invalid, sullcring under j)aralytui 
and asthmatic atfections, which, for several hours 
after he rose in the morning, scarcely permitted 
him ^to speak. He had been given over by his 
physicians, for this comidaint, nearly forty years 
before Ids death ; and was, for many of his last 
years, oldiged to spend all his winters at Bath. 
The sight of liis son, he declared, had given him 
new lilc. But, Horatio,” said he, “ it would 
have, been better that I liad not Ix'cu thus cheered, 
if 1 atn so soon to be bereaved of you again. T.et 
me, my good son, see you whilst I can. My age 
and iidiiniitie.s increase, and I shall not last long.” 
'[’(5 such an api^eal there could be no reply. Nel- 
son took up his abode at the parsonage, and 
amused himself with the sports and occupations 
of the country. Sometimes he busied himself with 
fanning llu; glebe ; .sometimes spent the greater 
part of the day in the garden, where he would dig 
as if for the mere pleasure of wearying himself. 
Sometimes he went a birdsnosting, like a boy : 
and in these expeditions Mrs. Nelson always, by 
his express desire, accom])aniod him. Coursing 
was Ids favourite amusement. Shooting, as he 
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practised it, was far too dangerous for Ills compa- 
nions : for he carried bis gun upon the full cock, 
as if he were going to board an enemy ; and the 
moment a bird rose, he let fly, without c^i^er putting 
the fowling-piece to his shoulder. It is not, there- 
fore, extraordinary, that his having once shot a 
partridge should be remembered by his family 
among the remarkable events of his life. 

But his time did not pass away thus ‘without 
some vexatious cares to ruffle it. The affair of 
the American ships was not yet over, and he was 
again pestered with threats of prosecution. ‘‘ I 
have written them word,’* said he, “ that I will 
have nothing to do with them, and they mus^, act 
as they think proper, (jloveriimont, 1 suppose, 
will do what is riglit, and not leave me in thle 
lurch. We have heard enough lately of the coil* 
secpienccs of the navigation act to this country^ 
They may take my person; but if sixpence would 
save me from a prosecution, I would not give it.’^ 
It was his great ambition at this time to posseji?? a 
])Ony ; and having resolved to purchase one, ho 
went to a fair for that purpose. During his ab- 
sence two men abruptly entered the parsonage', 
and inquired for him : they then asked for Mrs. 
Nelson; and after they bad made her repoatediv 
dcv'lare that she was really and truly tlie captain’s 
wife, presented her with a writ, or notilication, on 
the part of the American captains, who now laid 
their damages at £2 ), 000, and they charged her 
to give it to her husband on his return. Nelson 
having bouglit his pony, came home with it in 
high spirits. He called out his wife to admire tlio 
])urchase, and listen to all its excellencies; nor 
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was it till his glee had in some measure subsidcKl , 
that the paper could be presented to him. His 
indignation was excessive: and, in the apprehen- 
sipn that he should be exposed to the anxieties of 
the suit, and the ruinous consequences which might 
ensue, he exclaimed, “ This affront I did not de- 
serve ! B\it ril be trifled with no longer. I will 
write immediately to the treasury ; and, if govern- 
ment viill not support me, I am resolved to leave 
the country.” Accordingljq he informed the trea- 
sury, that if a satisfactory answer were not sent 
him by return of post, he should take refuge in 
France. To this he expected he shouhl l.>e driven, 
and Jfor this he arranged every thing with his cha- 
racteristic rapidity of decision. It was settled that 
ho should depart immediately, vind Mrs. Nelson 
follow under the care of his elder brother, Mau- 
rice, ten days after him. But the answer which 
he n^ceived from government quieted his fears ; it 
stated, that Captain Nelson was a very good officer, 
and needed to be under no apprehension, for lie 
would assuredly be supported. 

Here bis distjuietude iqiou this subject seems to 
have ended. 8till be was not at ease ; be wanted 
employment, and was mortified that his applica- 
tions for it produced no efibet. “ Not being a 
man of fortune,” he said, “ was a crime which he 
was unable to get over, and therefore none of the 
great cared about him.” Repeatedly he requested 
the admiralty that they would not leave him to 
nist in indolence. During the armamont whicli 
was made upon occasion of the disyintc concerning 
Nootka Sound, he renewed his application : and his 
steady friend, Prince William, who had then been 
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created Duke of Clarence, recommended him to 
Lord Chatham. The failure of this I'ecommenda- 
tion wonndod him so keenly, that lie aj^ain thought 
of retiring from the service in disgust : a«resolution 
Iroin which nothing but the urgent remonstrances 
of Tjord Hood induced him to desist. Hearing 
that the Raisonnable, in which he had commenced 
his career, was to he commissioned, he asked for 
her. This also was in vain : and a coohif^ss en- 
sued, on his part,tow'ard Lord Hood, bwause that 
excellcait ofTicer did not use his iii/hieiicc witli 
Lord Chatham upon this occasion. I.ord Hood, 
however, had certainly sufficient reasons for not 
interlering ; for he ever continued his steady friend. 
In the winter of 1792, when we were on the eve 
of the revolutionary war. Kelson once more otic red 
his services, earnestly requested a ship, and added, 
that if their lordships should be pleased to ap- 
lioint him to a eoeklc-hoat, he should feel satislu'd. 
He was answered in the usual otheial 1‘orm : ‘‘ Sir, 
1 have received your letter of the oth instant, ex- 
pressing your readiness to serve, and have read 
the same to my lords commissioners of the adnd- 
raity.” On tlu^ I2tli of Deeemher hci received thi- 
dry acknowledgment. The fresh mortitication did 
not, however, atf(*ct him long; for, hy the joint 
iiiKMcst of th(i Duke and Lor<l Hood, lie was aj)- 
])f)intcd, on the 30th of danuary following, to tli'. 
Agamemnon, of sixty-four guns. 
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The Agamemnon sent to the Mediterranean — Commdncement 
of Nelson's acquaintance with Sir W, Hamilton — He is sent 
to Corsica, to co-operate with Paoli — Slate of ajJ airs in that 
island — Nelson undertakes the siege of Bustia, and reduces 
it — Takes a dislingoished part in the siege of Calii, where I e 
loses d)i epe — Admiral Ifotham’s action — The Aganieninvn 
ordered toiin'noa, to co-operate with the Austrian and Sardi- 
nian forces — Cooss misconduct of the Austrian (Jeneral. 

“ Til HUE are three things, young gentleman,’' said 
Nelson to one of his midshipmen, “ which you are 
constantly to hear in mind. First, you must al- 
ways implicitly obey orders, without attempting to 
form any opinion of your own respecting their 
propriety. Secondly, you must consider every 
man your enemy who speaks ill of your king : and, 
thirdly, you must hate a Frenchman as you do the 
devil.” With, these feelings he engaged in the 
war. Josiahyjiis son-in-law, went with him as a 
midshipman. 

The AganudHinon was ordered to the Mediterra- 
nean, under lx)rd Hood. The fleet arrived in 
tliose seas at a time when the south of France 
would willingly have formed itself into a separate 
republic, under the protection of England. But 
good principles had been at that time perilously 
abused by ignorant and profligate men ; and, in 
its fear and hatred of dcmoi'racy, the English go- 
vormnent abhorred whatever w^as republican. Ia»rd 
Hood could not take advantage of the fair occa- 
sion wliich presented itself; and which, if it had 

11 
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hceii seized with vigour, might have ended in divi- 
ding France : — but he negotiated with the people 
of Toulon, to tako possession provisionally of their. 
})ort and ('ity ; whicdi, fatally for themselves, was 
done. * Before the British fleet entered, Nelson 
was sent wath dispatches to Sir William Hamilton, 
our envoy at tlie court of Naples. Sir William, 
aftei his first interview with him, told Lady Ha- 
milton he was about to introduce a little ^nan to 
her, who could not boast of being very handsome ; 
but such a man, as, he believed, woufd one day 
astonish the world. ‘‘ I have never before,’' he 
continued, “ entertained an oOicer at my house ; 
but I am determined to bring him here. Let him 
l)c‘ put in the room ])rcparcd for Prince Augustus.” 
Thus that accpiaintance bi'gan which cniled in the 
destruction of Nelson’s domestic happiness. It 
seemed to tlu'caten no such consequences at its 
comrnencenumt. He spoke of Lady Hamilton, iir 
a letter to his wife, as a young woman of amiable 
manners, who did bonour to the station to which 
she had Iroen raisetl : and he remarked, that she 
liad been cxc(*edingly kind to Josiab. The activity 
with which the envoy exerted himself in [)rociiring 
troops from Naples, to assist in garrisoning Toulon, 
so dclia'lited him, that he is said to have exclaimed : 

Sir W illiam, yon are a man after my own heart ! 
— you do husiness in my own way and then to 
liave added, “ 1 am now only a captain ; })ut I 
will, if 1 live, be at the top of the tree.” Here, 
also, that ac([uainturicc with the Neapolitan couri 
commenced, which led to the only blot upon Nel- 
son’s public character. The king, who w^as sincere 
at that time in his enmity to the French, calle<l 
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the Eiig^lisli the saviours of Italy, and of his dorni^ 
iiions in particular. He paid the most flattering * 
•attentions to Nelson, made him dine with him, 
and seate'i him at his right hand. 

Having accomplished this mission, Nelson re- 
ceived orders to join Commodore J.inzf^e, at Tunis. 
On the way, live sail of the enemy were discovered 
olf the coast of Sardinia, and he chased them. 
They proved to be three forty-four gun frigates, 
with a cor^'^ctte of twenty-four, and a brig of twelve. 
Tlie Agamemnon had only three hundred and forty- 
live men at (piarters, having landed part of her 
crew at Toulon, and others being absent in [)rizes. 
Tie ^'amc near enough one of the frigates to engage 
her, but at grc^at disadvantage, tlic Frenchman 
manoeuvring well, and sailing greatly better. A 
running tight of three hours ensued ; during which 
the other ships, which were at some distance, made 
ail speed to come up. By this lime the enemy 
was almost silenced, when a favourable change of 
V’ind enabled her to get out of reach of the Aga- 
memnon’s guns; and that ship had received so 
much damage* in the rigging, that she could not 
follow her. Nelson conceiving that this was hut 
the forerunner of a far more serious engagement, 
(tailed his oflicers together, and asked them if 
the ship wars tit to go into action against sueli a 
superior force, without some small roHt and re- 
freshment for the men ^ 'I'heir answer was, that 
she certainly was not. He then gave these or- 
ders ; “ Veer the shij), and lay her head to the 
westward : let some of the best men be t‘mployod 
in refitting the rigging, and the carpenter gel ting- 
crows and capstern-bars to prevent our woiiiuUd 
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sjoars from cooiim^ down ; and g'ct the wine up for 
the pcopl(‘, with some bread, for it may be half an 
hour goo, I before we are again in action.” But 
when the Inench came up, their comrade made 
signals of distress, and they all hoisted out their 
boats to go to her assistance, leaving the Aga- 
memnon u nm ol e ste( 1 . 

Nelson foujid Comniodore Linzee at Tunis, 
whore he had be(?n sent to expostulate w'th the 
dey u]Km tlie impolicy of his supporting the revo- 
lutionary government of France. Nelson repre- 
sented to him the atrocity of that governiiieiit. 
Such arguments were of little avail in liarbary : 
and when the cley was told that tin' French had 
put their sovereign to death, he drily replied, that 
“ Nothing eould be more heinous; and yet, if his- 
torians told the truth, the English bad once done 
the same.” This answ'er had doubtless hv.v\i sug- 
gested by the French about him : they iiad com- 
pletely gained the aseamdeney, and all negotiation 
on our part ^noveel fruitless. Shortly afterward 
Nelson was detached with a small s(|uadiun, te) co 
eij)erate witli (leneral Paoli ami the Aiiti-C.iallican 
party in Corsica. 

Smne thirty years be-fure this time, the iurcie 
patriotism of tin’ Corsicans, and of their leader, 
Paoli, bad been the admiration of England. The 
Idstory of these bi'avc people is ])ut a melancholy 
tale. The island which they in]ud)it has been 
abundantly blessed by natun' : it has many excel- 
lent harbours ; and though the nial-tn ia^ or pesti- 
lential atmosphere, whi( h is so deadly in many 
parts of Italy, and of the Italian islands, prevails 
on the oastorii coast, the greater part of the conn- 
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try is moimtainous and healthy. It is about one* 
hundred and fifty miles long, and from forty to 
fifty broad ; in circumference, some tlirec hundred 
and tvvenf.y : — a country large cnougli, and siilfi- 
ciently distant from the nearest shores, to have 
subsisted as an independent state, if the welfare 
and hap}3iness of the human race had ov^er Ik^ui 
considered as the end and aim of poli('y. Tlie 
Moors,* the Pisans, the kings of Arragon, and the 
(h'no('S(', •successively attempted, and cacli for a 
time ellacted its concpiest. The yoke of the Ge- 
noese contimjed longest, and was the heaviest. 
These pelty tyrants ruled with an iron rod : and 
wlic.^i at any time a patriot rose to resist their op- 
pressions, if they failed to subdue him by force, 
they resorted to assassinati(m. At the commence- 
ment of the last century they cpiclled one revolt by 
the aid of German auxiliaries, whom the Phnperor 
Charh'S VI. sent against a people wlio had never 
offended him, and who were lighting for whatever 
is most dear to man. In 1734 the war was re- 
iKnw'd ; and Theodore, a Westphalian baron, then 
a'ppoared upon the stage. In that age men were 
not aC(’ustonied to see advcntiirers play for king- 
doms, and Theodore became the common talk (jf 
hairope. lie had served in the French ar:nie? ; 
and having afterwards been noticed both by Txip- 
porda and Alheroni, their example, perhaps, in- 
llamed a spirit as amhitiovis and as unprincipled as 
their owi\. He employed the whole of his means 
in raising money and procuring arms : then wr »f(' 
to the leaders of the Corsican patriots, to oiler 
them considerable assistance, if they would erect 
I'orsica into an independent kingdom, and cle( t 
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him king. When he landed among them, they 
were struck with his stately person, his dignified 
manners, and imposing talents : they believed the 
magniheent promises of foreign assistance which he 
held out, and elected him king accordingly. Had 
his means been as he represented them, they could 
not have acted more wisely, than in thus at once 
fixing the government of their country, and put- 
ting an end to those rivalries among the 'leading 
families, which had so often proved pclnicious to 
the public weal. He struck money, conferred 
titles, lilocked up the fortified towns which were 
held by the Genoese, and amused the people witli 
promises of assistance for about eight moiuhs : 
then, perceiving that they cooled in their afibc- 
tions toward him, in proportion as their expecta- 
tions were disappointed, he left the island, under 
the plea of expediting himself the succours which 
he had so long awaited. Such was his address, 
that he prevailed upon several rich merchants in 
Holland, particularly the Jews, to trust him witfi 
cannon and warlike stores to a great amoutijil:. 
They shipped these under the charge (»f a snp^- 
cargo. Theodore returned with this supercargo to 
Corsica, and put him to death on his arrival, as 
the shortest way of settling the account. Tin 
remainder of his life was a scries of deserved afllic- 
tions. He threw in the sUnx*s which he had tluis 
fraudulently obtained : but he did not dare to 
land ; for Genoa had now called in the French to 
their assistance, and a price had been set upon bis 
head. II is dreams of royalty were now at an end : 
he took refuge in London, contracted debts, an<l 
was thrown into tlic King’s Bench, After linger 
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ing there many years, he was released under aif 
act of insolvency: in consequence of which, he 
made ov^r the kingdom of Corsica for the use of 
his creditors, and died shortly after his deliverance. 

The French, who have never acted a generous 
part in tlui history of the world, rearlily entererl 
into the views of the (Jenoese, which accorded 
with ^heir own policy : for such was their asc(?n- 
dency at Genoa, that in subduing Corsica for these 
allies, they were in fact sul)duing it for tluunselves. 
They entered into the contest, therefore, with their 
usual vigour, and their usual cruelty. It was in 
vain that the Corsicans addressed a most alFecting 
memorial to tin; court of Wrsailles ; that remorse* 
less governmciit persisted in its flagitious project. 
They poured in troops ; dressed a ]>avt of them 
like the people of the country, by which means 
they deceived and destroyed many of the patriots ; 
cut down the standing corn, the vines, and the 
olives ; set fire to the villages, and hung all the 
most al)le and active men who fell into their hands. 
A war of this kind may be carried on with success 
against a country so small and so thinly peojded as 
('orsica. Having reduced the island to perfect 
servitude, which they called peat'c, tlie luench 
withdrew their forces. As soon as they wore gone, 
men, women, and hoys, rose at once against their 
oppressors. The circumstances of the times wore 
now favourable to them ; and some British ships, 
acting as allies of *Sardiuia, bombarded Bastia and 
San Fioronzo, and delivered them into the hands 
of the patriots. This service was long remembered 
with gratitude ; the impression made upon our 
own '•ountrymen was less favourable. They had' 
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witnessed the heart-burnings of rival chiefs, and the 
dissensions among the patriots; and perceiving 
the state of barbarism to which conlinuE^I oppres- 
sion, ail'd habits of lawless turbulence, had reduced 
the nation, did not recollect that the vices of the 
people were owing to their unhappy circumstances ; 
but that the virtues which they displayed arose 
from their own nature. This feeling, perhaps, in- 
fluenced the British court, when, in 1746, Corsica 
offered to put herself under the protection of Great 
Britain ; an answer was returned, expressing satis- 
faction at such a communication, hoping that tlie 
Corsicans would }>reserve the same sentiments, but 
signifying also that the present was not the thuc 
for such a measure. # 

These brave islanders then formed a government 
for themselves, under two leaders, (laffori an^j 
Matra, who had the title of protectors. The latt||g 
is represented as a partisan of Genoa, favoiirin|^s 
the views of tlie oppressors of his country by tli 
most treasonal)le means. Gaflbri was a hero woP 
thy of old times. IIiielo(|iicnce was long remem- 
bered with adiniralion. A hand of assassins was 
once advancing against him ; he heard of their 
approach, went out to meet them: and, with a 
serene dignity, which overawed them, requested 
them to liear him ; he then spake to them so for- 
cibly of the distresses of their country, tier in- 
tolerable wrongs, and the hopes and views of their 
brethren in arms, that the very men who had been 
hired to murder him, fell at his feet, implored his 
forgiveness, and joined his banner. While h^’ was 
besieging the Genoese in Corte, a part of tlie gar- 
rison perceiving the nurse with his eldest son, then 
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an infant in arms, straying at a little distance from* 
the camp, suddenly sallied out and seized them. 
The use ijiey made of their persons was in confor- 
mity to their usual execrable conduct. ** When 
GafFori advanced to batter the walls, they held up 
the child directly over that part of the wall at 
which the guns were pointed. The Corsicans 
stopt:,but Gaflfori stood at their head, and or- 
dered them to continue the fire. Providentially 
the child escaped, and lived to relate, witli becom- 
ing feeling, a fact so honourable to his father. 
That father conducted the affairs of the island till 
1753, when he was assassinated by some wreUdios, 
set*on, it is believed, by Genoa; Vnit certainly 
|;)ensioncd by that abominable government after 
the deed. He left the country in such a state, 
that it was enal)Ied to continue the war two years 
after liis death without a leader: then they found 
one worthy of their cause in Pasqualc do Paoli. 

Paoli’s father was one of the patriots who 
effected their escape from Corsica when the French 
reduced it to obedience. He retired to Naples, 
and brought up this his youngest son in the Nea- 
politan serv'ice. The Corsicans heard of young 
Paoli's abilities, and solicited him to come over to 
his native country, and take the command. He 
did not hesitate long; his father, who was too far 
advanced in years to take an active part himself, 
encouraged him to go ; and when they separated, 
tlu? old man fell on his neck, and kissed him, and 
gave him his blessing. “ My son,’' said he, per- 
liaps 1 may never see you more ; but in my mind 
I shall ever be present with you. Your design is 
great and noble ; and I doubt not but God will 
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‘bless you in it. I shall devote to your cause the 
little remainder of my life in offering up my 
prayers for your success.'^ When I’aoU assumed 
the command, he found all things in confusion : 
he formed a democratical government, of which he 
was chosen chief; restored the authority of the 
laws ; established a university ; and took such 
measures, both for repressing abuses and mpulding 
the rising generation, that, if l^ranee had not in- 
terfered, upon its wicked and fletestable principle 
of usurpation, Corsica might, at tin's day, have 
l)ecn as free, and flourishing, and happy a com- 
monwealth as any of the Grecian states in the 
days of their prosperity. The (h.moese were At 
this time driven out of their fortified towns, add 
must in a short time have been expelled. France 
was indebted some millions of livres to Genoa 
was not convenient to pay this money ; so 
French minister proposed to the Genoese, that she 
should discharge the debt by sending six battalii^ns 
to serve in ('orsica for four years. The. indignation 
which this conduct excited in all generous hearts, 
was forcibly cxpresstMl by Kousse.au, who, wjth all 
his errors, was seldom deficient in feeling for the 
wrongs of humanity. “ You Fivnchinen,” said 
he, WTiting to one of that people, are a tho- 
roughly servile nation, thoroughly sold to tyranny, 
thoroughly cruel and relentless in persecuting the 
unhappy. If they knew^ of a freeman at the other 
end of the. world, I believe they would go thither 
for the mere pleasure of extirpating him/^ 

The immediate object of the Frendi happened 
to be {)urely mercenary : they wanted' to clear oil' 
their debt to Genoa ; and as the presence of thcii 
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troops ill the island effected this, they aimed at, 
doing the people no farther mischief. Would that 
the conduct of England had been at this time free 
from reproach ! but a proclamation was issued by 
the English government, after the peace of Paris, 
prohibiting any intercourse with the rebels of Cor- 
sica. Paoli said, he did not expect this from Great 
Britain. This great man was destTvedly proud of 
Ids codntry : — “ I defy Home, Sparta, or Thebes,” 
he would *say, “ to show me thirty years of such 
patriotism as Corsica can boast!” Availing him- 
self of the respite which the inactivity of the 
French, and the weakness of the Genoese allowed, 
he prosecuted his tdaiis of civilizing the people. 
Mo used to say, that though he had an unspeak- 
able pride in the prospect of the fame to which he 
aspired ; yet, if ho could but render his country- 
men happy, he could be content to be forgotten. 
Mis own importance he never affected to under- 
value... We arc now to our country,” said he, 

like the prophet Elisha, stretched over the dead 
child of the Shunamitc, — eye to eye, nose to nose, 
mouth to mouth. It begins to recover warmth, 
and to revive ; I hope it will yet regain full health 
and vigour.” 

But when the four years were expired, France 
purchased the sovereignty of Corsica from the 
Genoese for forty million.s of livres ; as if the Ge- 
noese had heeh entitled to sell it ; a.s if any bar- 
gain and sale could justify one country in taking 
pi'ssession of another against the will of the inha- 
hitants, and butchering all who oppose the usurpa- 
tion ! Among the enormities which France has 
committed^ this action seems but as a speck ; yet 
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the foulest murderer that ever suffered by the hand 
of the executioner, has infinitely less guilt upon 
his soul than the statesman who concluded this 
ti’caty, and the monarch who sanctioned' and con- 
firmed it. A desperate and glorious resistance was 
made ; but it was in vain ; no power interposed in 
behalf of these injured islanders, and the French 
poured in as many troops as were required. They 
oftered to confirm Paoli in the supreme authority, 
only on condition that he would hold it under their 
government. His answer was, that “ tlic rocks 
which surrounded him should melt away before 
he would betray a cause which he held in common 
with the poorest Corsican.’’ This people thep. set 
a price upon his head. During two campaign| 
he kept them at bay : they overpowered him 
length : he was driven to the shore, and, having 
(iscaped on ship-board, took refuge in Englaiidv 
It is said that Lord Shelburne resigned his seat W 
the cabinet, because the ministry looked on, wit^'^ 
cHit attempting to prevent France from succeedii^ 
in this abominable and imj)Ortant act of aggrfth- 
dizement. In one respect, however, our country 
acted as became her. Paoli was welcomed with 
tlie honours which he deserved, a pension of £1200 
was immediately granted him ; and provision was 
liberally made for his elder brother and his nephew. 

Above twenty years Paoli remained in England, 
enjoying the friendship of the wise, and the admi- 
ration of the good. But when the French Revo- 
lution began, it seemed as if the restoration of 
Corsica was at hand. The whole country, as if 
animated by one spirit, rose and demanded liberty ; 
and the national assembly passed a decro©, recog- 
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nisin^' the island as a department of France, and 
tliercfore entitled to all tlie privileges of the new 
Frencdi constitution. This satisfied the Corsicans, 
whic h it ought not to have done ; and Paoli, in 
w-hoin the ardour of youth was passed, seeing that 
his countrymen were contented, and believing that 
they were about to (uijoy a state of freedom, natu- 
rally wished to return to his native country. He 
resigned his pension in the year 1790, and ap- 
peared at ^hc bar of the assembly with the Corsican 
deputies, when they took the oath of fidelity to 
I'VaiK^e. 13 ut the course of events in France soon 
dispelled those hopes of a new and better order of 
thinj^s, which Paoli, in common with so many of 
(he friends of hiunankind, had indulged : and per- 
ceiving, after the execution of the king, that a 
civil war was about to ensue, of which no man 
could foresee the issue, he prepared to break tlie 
connexion between Corsica and the French re- 
public. The convention suspecting such a design, 
and perha|>^ occasioning it by their suspicions, or- 
dered hiin .to their bar. That way, he well knew, 
lec! to the guillotine; and, returning a respectful 
answer, he declared that he would never be found 
wanting in his duty, but pleaded age and infirmity 
as a reason for disobeying the summons. Their 
s>?coud order was more summary ; and the Frcm'h 
lrooj)s, who wore in Corsica, aided by those of the 
natives, who were either influenced by hereditary 
party fi’elings, or who were sincere in jacobinism, 
U»uk the field against him. But the people were 
with him. He repaired to Corte, the capital of 
the island, and was again invested witli the autho- 
rity which he had held in the noonday of his 
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fame. The convention upon this denounced him 
as a rebel, and set a price u|X)n his head. It was 
not the first time that France had proscribed Paoli. • 
Paoli now opened a correspondence ,with .Ix>rd 
Hoodj^promisiiCj^, if the English would make an 
attack upon St. Fiorenzo from the sea, he would, 
at the same time, attack it by land. This promise 
he was unable to perform : and Commodore Lin- 
zee, who, in reliance upon it, was sent u]pn this 
service, was repulsed with some loss. Lor<l Hood, 
who had now been compelled to evacnaFe Toulon, 
suspected Paoli of inttmtionally dec'civing him. 
This was an injurious suspicion. fSliortly after- 
ward he despatched Lieutenant-Colonel (aiterward 
Sir John) Moore and Major Koehler to confer’wtfjt 
him upon a plan of operations. Sir Cillx rt Elliot 
accompanied them : and it was agreed upon, thatj 
in consideration of the succours, both military antd 
naval, which his Britannic majesty should a{li||J( 
for the pur[)Ose of expelling the Frem h, the isla^ 
of Corsica should be delivered into the immediate* 
possession of his majesty, and bind itself to accpii- 
e.sce in any settlement he might approve of con- 
cerning its government and its future relation with 
Great IBritain. AVhile this negotiation was going 
on, Nelson cruised off the island witli a small 
squadron, to prevent the enemy from throwing in 
supplies. Close to St. Fiorenzo the Freneh had 
a store-house of flour, near their only mill : lie 
watched an opportunity, and landed one hundred 
and twenty men, who threw the flour into the sea. 
burnt the mill, and re-emharked before one thou- 
sand men, who were sent against him, could occa- 
sion them the loss of a single man. While he 
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exerted himself thus, keeping out all supplies, in-, 
tercepting despatches, attacking* their out-posts 
and forts, and cutting out vessels from tlie bay, — 
a species ^f warfare which depresses the spirit of 
an enemy even more than it injures them, bbcausc 
of the sense of individual superiority which it in- 
dicates in the assailants, — troops were landed, and 
St. Fiorenzo was besieged. The French, finding 
themselves unable to maintain that post, sunk one 
of their frigates, burnt another, and retreated to 
JFastia. Lord Hood submitted to General Dundas, 
who commanded (he land forces, a ]>lan lor the 
reduction of this plao(? : the general declined co- 
operating, thinking the attempt imjiracticable, 
with?)iit a reinforcement of two thousand men, 
which he expected from Gibraltar. Upon this 
Lord Hood determined to reduce it witli the naval 
force under his command ; and leaving part of his 
fieet off Toulon, he came with the rest to Bastia. 

11c showed a proper sense of resj)e(‘t for Nelson^s 
services, aiidj^of confidence in his talents, by taking 
care not t2^^|iSng with him any older captain. A 
few days betbro their arrival, ISelson bad bad what 
lie called a brush with the euemy. “If I had 
liad with me five hundred troops,” he said, “ to a 
aM'taiuty 1 should have stormed the town ; and I 
believe it might have been carried. Armies go so 
slow, that seamen think they never mean to get 
forward : but 1 dare say they act on a surer prin- 
ciple, although we seldom fail.” During this par- 
tial action our army appeared upon the heights ; 
and having recoiiuoitrod the place, returned to St. 
Fiorenzo. “ What the general could have seen 
to make a retreat necessary,” said Nelson, “ 1 
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cannot comprehend. A thousand men would ce*' 

* tainly take Bastia ; with five hundred and Ag? 
meninon I would attempt it. My seamen are now 
what British seamen ought to be — almost '"invin- 
cible. They really mind shot no more than peas.” 
General Dundas had not the same confidence. 
“ After mature consideration,” he said in a letter 
to Lord Hood, “ and a personal inspection for seve- 
ral days of all circumstances, local as well as 
others, I consider the siege of Bastia, with our 
present means and force, to be a most visionary 
and rash attem})t : such as no ofiircr would be 
justified in undertaking.” Lord Hood replied, 
tliat nothing would be more gratifying to his feel- 
ings than to have the whole responsibility ilpon 
himself; and that he was ready and willing to 
undertake the reduction of the place at his own 
risk, with the force and means at present there, 
(leneral d’Aubant, who succeeded at this time to 
the command of the army, coincided in opinion 
with his predecessor, and did not think it right to 
furnish his lordship with a single soldier, cannon, 
or any stores. Lord Hoful could only obtain a few 
artillery-men ; and ordering on board that jiart of 
the troops who, having been embarked as marines, 
were laniie on the ships’ books as part of their 
respective eomplements, he began the siege with 
eleven hundred and eighty-three soldiers, artillery- 
men, and marines, and two hundred and fifty 
sailors. “ We are but few,” said Nelson, “ but 
of the right sort ; our general at St. Fioreri//) not 
giving us one of the five regiments he has there 
lying idle.” 

These men were landed on the 4tli of April. 
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vi.tdcr Lieutenant-Colonel Villettes and Nelson, 
A ho had now* acquired from the army the title of 
bric,adv. Guns were dragged by the sailors up 
lieigbts where it appeared almost impossible to 
convey them; — a work of the gieatest dithculty ; 
and which Nelson said could never, in his opinion, 
have been accomplished by any but British seamen. 
The soldiers, though less dexterous in such service, 
because^ not accustomed, like sailors, to habitual 
exterity, behaved with equal spirit. ‘‘ Jheir zeal,” 
said the brigadier, is almost unexamj^d. There 
not a man but considers himself as p6rsonally 
interested in the event, and deserted by the general. 
It hn^, 1 am persuaded, made them equal to double 
their numbers.” This is one proof, of many, that 
for our soldiers to equal our seamen, it is only 
ecessary for them to be equally well commanded. 
They hav(! the same heart and soul, as well as the 
'same flesh and blood. Too much may, indeed, be 
exacted from them in a retreat ; but set their face 
toward a foe, and there is nothing within the reach 
of human achievement Avhich they cannot perform. 
Tl;(i French had improved the leisure which our 
military eommand(‘r had allowed them ; and Ix'fore 
Lmd liood commenced his operations, he had the 
moil iheativm t)f seeing that the enemy were every 
y creeling new works, strengthening old ones, 
an<l rendering the a1 tempt more tlifhcull . La Coml)e 
St. IMichel, the ('ommissionev from the national 
convention, who was in the city, replied in these 
■rms to the summons of the British admiral : “ 1 
uivc hut shot for your ships, and bayonets for youi 
lioops. Wlum two-thirds of our men ar(' killed, I 
dl then trust to the generosity of the English.” 
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riie siege, however, was not sustained with the 
firmness which such a reply seemed to au^ur. On 
the 19th of May a treaty of capitulation wasft^egim : 
that same evening the troops from St. Fiorenzo 
made their appearance on the hills ; and, on the 
following morning, General D'Aubant arrived with 
the whole army to take possession of Bastia. 

The event of the siege had justified the confidence 
of the sailors; but they themselves excused the 
opinion of the generals, when they saw what they 
had done. “ I am all astonishment,’* said Nel- 
son, “ when I reflect on what we have achieved ; 
one thousand regulars, fifteen hundred national 
guards and a large party of Corsican troops, 
four thousand in all, laying down their arms tib 
twelve hundred soldiers, marines, and seamen ! 
alw^ays was of opinion, have ever acted up to^ 
and never had any reason to repent it, that 
Englishman was ccpial to three Frenchmen . 1 

this been an hhiglish town, I am sure it wol 
not hav(; hc-on taken by them.” W'hon it 
Ix'cn resolved to attack the place, the enemy wert 
supposed to be far inferior in number; and it wafe 
not till the w^hole had l>een arranged, an<l the 
siege publicly undertaken, that Nelson received 
certain information of the great superiority of tlu' 
garrison. This intelligenc(? he kept secret, feariiiL: 
lest, if so fair a pretext w'cre afl'orded, the alteni])) 
would be abandoned. My owui honour,” said 
he to his wife, I.ord Hood’s honour, and tlic 
lionour of our country, must have hoeji sacrilict d, 
had I mentioned what 1 knew : therefore you will 
believe wdiat must have been my feelings during 
the whole sieg(.', when I had often proposals made 
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to me to write to Lord Hood to raise it.” Thos^ , 
very persons, wlio thus advised him, were rewarded 
for their conduct at the sicp,‘e of Bastia : Nelson, 
by whom it. may truly be affirmed that Bastia was 
taken, received no reward. Lord Hood’s thanks 
to him, both public and private, were, as he him- 
self said, the handsomest which man could give : 
but his signal merits were not so mentioned in the 
despatches, as to make them sufficiently known to 
the nation , nor to obtain for him from government 
those honours to which they so amply entitled him. 
This could only have arisen from the haste in which 
the despatches were written ; certainly not from 
any cliberate purpose, for Lord Hood w^as uni- 
formly his steady and sincere friend. 

One of the cartel’s ships, which carried the gar- 
rison of Bastia to Toulon, brought back intelligence 
that the French were about to sail from that port ; 
— such exertions had they made to repair the 
damage done at the evacuation, and to fit out a 
licet. >*010 intelligence was speedily verified. Lord 
Hood sailed in quest of them toward the islands of 
Hicres. l?lie Agamemnon was with him. “ I pray 
dud,” said Nelson, writing to his wife, “ that we 
may meet their fleet. If any accident should happen 
to me, I am sure my conduct will he such as will 
entitle you to the royal favour; — not that I liave 
tli(^ least idea hut I shall n‘tuin to you, and full of 
honour; — if not, the T^>rd’s will be ilone. My name 
shall never be a disgrace to those who may belong 
to me. d’he little I hav(', 1 have given* to you, 
except a small annuity; I wish it was more; b>it 
1 have never got a farthing dishonestly ; — it de- 
scends from clean hands. Whatever late avails 
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me, I pray Ood to bless you, and preserve you, for 
your son’s sake.” With a mind thus prepared, and 
thus confident, liis hopes and wishes seemed on the' 
point of beinjr gratified, when the eiiem^ were dis- 
covered close under the land, near St. Tropez. The 
wind fell, and prevented Lord Hood from getting* 
between them and the shore, as he designed: boats 
came out from Antibes and other places, to their 
assistaiice, and towed them within the skoals in 
Gourjean roads, where they were protected by the 
batteries on isles St. Honore and St. Marguerite, 
and on Cape Garousse. Here the English admiral 
planned a new mode of attack, meaning to double 
on five of the neare.st ships ; but. the wiml again 
died away, and it was found that they liad anchored 
iii compact order, guarding the only passage for 
large ships, 'i’here was no way of efiecting thfe 
]>assage, except by towing or warping the vessels 
and this rendered the attempt impracticable. Ff 
this time the enemy escaped : but Nelson bore in 
mind the admirable plan of attack which 
Hood had devised, and there came a day wlfen 
they felt its tremendous effects. 

Tlic Agamemnon was now despatched to co- 
operate at the siege of (!alvi with (ioneral Sir 
Charles Stuart; an ofiiccr who, unfortunately for 
his country, never had an adtapiate ticlrl allottid 
him for the display of those (aninent talents, whif ij 
yycre, to all who knew him, so conspicuous 
Nelson had less rcsponsibiliiv here than at Bastiu; 
and was aeting with a man after his own hea:?. 


Laid was fully sj;ris'ihle of tliese talents, a’.' 

t( .fiuioKy to them ui tiic liandsoincsl luanntr afU.r ' ' 
tdiirles's (ieaih. 
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■who was never sparing of himself, and slept ewer ^ , 
night in the advanced battery. But the service 
was not less hard than that of the former siege. 

We wilHag ourselves to death,” said het^o Lord 
Hood, before any blame shall lie at our doors. 

I trust it Avill not be forgotten, that twenty-five 
pieces of heavy ordnance have been dragged to the 
different batteries, mounted, and, all but three, 
fought* by seamen, except one artillery-man to 
point the , guns.” The climate proved more des- 
tructive than the servi(‘e; for this was during the 
lion sun, as they there call our season of the dog- 
days. Of two thousand men, above half were sick, 
and^tbe rest like so many phantoms. Nelson des- 
cribed himself as the reed among the oaks, bowing 
before the storm when they were laid low by it. 
“ All the prevailing disorders have attacked me,” 
said he, “ but I have not strength enough for them 
to lasten on.” Tlie lo.ss from the enemy was not 
great ; but Nelson received a serious injury : a shot 
struck the ground near him, and drove the sand 
and small; -gravel into one of his eyes. He spoke 
r>f it slightly at the time : writing the same day to 
Ixird Hood, he only .«aid, that he got a little hurt 
that morning, not much ; and the next day, he 
said, he should be able to attend his duty in the 
evening. In fact, be sutfered it to c'ontino him 
only one day ; but the sight was lost. 

After the fall of C.ilvi, his services were, by a 
strange omission, altogether overlooked ; and his 
name was not even mentioned in the list of wounded. 
This was no ways imputable to the admiral, for he. 
?fent home to government Nelson’s journal of the 
dege, that they might fully understand the juature 
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, of his indefatigable and unequalled exertions. If 
those exertions were not rewarded in the conspicuous 
manner which they deserved, the fault was in tlie' 
administration of the day, not in L6rd Hood. 
Nelson felt himself neglected. “ One hundred and 
ten days,” said he, “ I have l)een actually engaged, 
at sea and on shore, against the enemy ; three 
actions against ships, two against Bastia in my 
ship, four boat actions, and two villages tak»£n, and 
twelve sail of vessels burnt. I do not know that 
any one has done more. I have had tlie comfort 
to be always applauded by my commander-in-chief, 
but never to be rewarded: and, w'hat is more mor- 
tifying, for services in which I have been woiin^led, 
otliers have been praised, w'ho, at the same tirn^ 
were actually in bed, far from the scene of aetioff - 
They have not done me justice. But, never minej^ 
I’ll have a gazette of my own.” How anqdy wfiia 
this second sight of glory realized ! 

The health of his ship’s company had now, in 
his owm words, been miserably torn to pieces by as 
hard service as a ship’s crew' ever performed : one 
hundred and fifty were in their beds wdien he left 
Calvi ; of them he lost fifty; and Ixdieved that the 
constitutions of the rest were entirely destroyed. 
H(; was now sent with despatches to Mr. Drake, 
at (hmoa, and had his first interview with the doge. 
The French had, at this time, taken possession of 
\"ado Bay, in the Genoese territory; and Nelson 
foresaw, that if their thoughts wore bent on tin- 
invasion of Italy, they would accomplish it the 
ensuing spring. “ The allied powers,” he said, 
were jealous of each other; and none but Fhig- 
land w as hearty in the cause.” His wish was fm 
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peace, on fair terms, because England, he thought, 
was draining herself, to maintain allies who would 
•not fight for themselves. Lord Hood had now re- 
turned to lEngland, and the command devolved on 
Admiral flotham. The affairs of the Mediterranean 
w^ore at this time a gloomy asjxjct. The arts, as 
well as the arms of the enemy, were gaining the 
ascendency there, Tuscany concluded peace, re- 
lying 114)011 the faith of France, which was, in fact, 
])lacing its, elf at her mercy, ('orsica was in danger. 
We had taken that island for ourselves, annexed 
it formally to the crown of Great Britain, and given 
it a constitution as free as our own. This was done 
witl^the consent of the majority of the inhabitants : 
and no transaction between two countries was ever 
more fairly or legitimately conducted : yet our 
conduct wa3 unwise; — the island is large enough 
to form aj^3iridej)cndeut state, and such we should 
have inadem, under our protection, as long as pro- 
tection migilit be needed; the Corsicans would then 
have felt as a nation ; but, when one party liad 
given up the country to England, the natural con- 
scijueiice was, that the other looked to France. 
The cpiestion projxised to the people was, to which 
would they belong? Our language and our religion 
were against us ; our unaccommodating maimers, 
it is to be feared, still more so. The French wore 
better politicians. In intrigue they have ever been 
unrivalled ; and it now became apparent, that, in 
s])ite of old wrongs, which ought never to have 
been forgotten or forgiven, their partisans were 
daily acejuiring strength. It is part of the policy 
of Franco, and a wise policy it is, to impress upon 
other powers the opinion of its strength, by lofty 
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language, and by threatening before it strikes ; a 
system which, while it keeps up the spirit of its 
allies, and perpetually stimulates their hopes, tends 
also to dismay its enemies. Corsica was /jow Ipudly 
threatened. Tlie French, who had not yet biecn 
taught to feel their own inferiority upon the seas, 
braved us, in contempt, upon that element. They 
had a superior fleet in the Meiliterranean, and they 
sent it out with express orders to seek the JEnglish 
and engage.them. Accordingly, the Tc^^ulon fleet, 
consisting of seventeen ships of the line, and five 
smaller vessels, put to sea. Admiral Hotham re- 
ceived this information at Leghorn, and sailed im- 
mediately in search of them. Me had with him 
fourteen sail of the line, and one Neapolitar 
seventy- four; but his ships were only half manned 
containing but seven thousand six liundred anc 
fifty men, whereas the enemy had sixteen thousain 
nine hundred. He soon came in %iglA. of them : 
general action was expe(*ted ; and Nelson, as was 
his custom on such occasions, wrote a hasty lettci 
to his wife, as that which might possibly contaii: 
his last farewell. “ 'Fhe lives of all,” said he, “ arc 
in the hand of Him who knows best whether tc 
preserve mine or not ; my character and good name 
are in my own keeping.” 

Ibit however confident the French government 
might be of their naval superiority, the officers luid 
no such feeling ; and after inancenvring for a day, 
in siglit of the English fleet, they suffered tlu'in • 
selves to be chased. One of their ships, the* (^.’a 
Tra, of eighty-four guns, carried aw'ay her main 
and (jEitp top-masts. The Inconstant frigate fired at 
the disabled ship, but received so many shot, tliat 
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she was obliged to leave hei\ Soon afterwards ft / 
FrencK frigate took the Ira in tow; and the 
• Sans-Culottes, one hundred and twenty, and the 
Jean Barms, seventy-four, kept about gunshot dis- 
tance on her weather bow. The Agamemnon stood 
towards her, having no ship of the line to support 
her within several miles. As she drew near, the 
Ira fired her stern guns so truly, that not a 
shot missed some part of the ship, and, latterly, 
the masts^were struck by every shot. It had been 
Nelson’s intention not to fire before he touched her 
stern ; but seeing how impossible it was that he 
should be supported, and how certainly the Aga- 
menmou must be severely cut up, if her masts were 
disabled, he altered his plan according to the oc- 
casiou>^As soon, therefore, as he W'as within a 
himdredi^yards of her stern, he ordered the liclm to 
be put a-starboard, and the driver and after-sails 
to be brailcd np and shivered ; and, as the ship 
fell olF, gave the enemy her whole broadside. They 
instantly braced up the after-yards, put the helm 
a -port, and stood after her again. This manamvre 
Iv? practiscil for two hours and a quarter, never 
allowing the Ira to get a single gun from oit.h(‘r 
side to bear on him ; and when the French fired 
their aftt r-guus now, it was no longer with coolness 
and precision, for every shot went far a-hcad. By 
this time her sails were hanging in tatters, her 
inizon-lop-inast, mizeii-top-sail, and cross-jack- 
yards, sliot away. But the frigate which had her 
in tow hove in stays, and got her round. Both 
tliese French ships now brought their guns to bear, 
and opened their fire. The Agamemnon passed 
ihem within half pistol-shot ; almost every slmt 
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I^assed over her, for the French had elevated their 
guns for the rigging, and for distant firing, and did 
not think of altering the elevation. As soon as the 
Agamemnon’s after-guns ceased to beai», she hove 
in stays, keeping a constant fire as she came round; 
and being worked, said Nelson, with as much ex- 
actness as if she had been turning into Spithead. 
On getting round, he saw that the Sans-Culottes, 
which had wore, with many of the enemy V? ships, 
was under his lee V)Ow, and standing to leeward. 
The admiral, at the same time, made the signal forth 3 
van ships to join him. Upon this Nelson bore away, 
and })repared to set all sail; and the enemy, having 
saved their ship, hauled close to the wind and 
opened upon him a distant and ineffectual fire. 
Ouly seven of the Agamen\non’s men were hurt— ^ 
a thing whicli Nelson himself remarked as won- 
derful : her sails and rigging were very much cut, 
and she had many shots in her hull, and some bej^ 
tween wind and water. The ^ia Ira lost one huilt 
dred and ten men that day, and was so cut u^ 
that she could not get a top-mast aloft during tl^ 
night. 

At daylight, on the following morning, the Eng- 
lish ships w'ere taken aback with a fine ]>reczc at 
N. W. while the enemy’s fleet kc{)t the southeiiy 
wind. The body of their fleet was about five miles 
distant ; the (^’a Ira, and the Ceiiscur, seventy-lbiir, 
whi(!h had her in tow^, about three and a half. All 
sail was made to cut these ships off; and, as the 
Fredcli attempted to save them, vi partial action 
was brought on. The Agamemnon was again en- 
gaged until her yesterday’s antagonist; but she had 
to fight on both sides the ship at the sapae time. 
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Tiie (^'a Ira and the Censeiir fought most gallantly : , 
the first lost nearly three hundred men, in addition 
to her former loss; the last, three hundred and 
fifty. Bo^i at last struck: and Lieutenant An- 
drews, of the Agamemnon, brother to the lady to 
whom Nelson had become attached in France, and, 
in Nelson’s own words, as gallant an ofiicer as 
ever stepped a quarter-deck, hoisted English 
colours* on hoard them both. The rest of the 
enemy’s ships behaved very ill. As soon as those 
vessels had struck, Nelson went to Admiral Hotham, 
and proposed that the two prizes should be left with 
the Illustrious and Courageux, which had been 
cripi^ed in the action, and with four frigates, and 
that the rest of the fleet should pursue the enemy, 
and follow \tp the advantage to the utmost. But 
his reply w as — “ We must be contented : we have 
jlone very well.” — “ Now,” said Nelson, “ had we 
^aken ten sail, and allowed the eleventh to escape, 
when it been possible to have got at her, I 
could iwiiyer have called it well done.* Goodall 
backed T^me : I got him to write to the admiral ; 
but it would not do. We should have had such a 
day as, I believe, the annals of England never 
})roduced.” In this letter, the character of Nelson 
fully manifests itself. “ I wish,” said he, “ to l)e 
an admiral, and in the command of the English 
licet ; I should very soon either do much, or be 
ruined : my disposition cannot bear tame and slow 

* “ I can, entre novs/' says 8ir William Hamilton, in a 
IcUer to Nelson, “ perceive that my old friend, llolhain, is 
not quite awake eiioiij;h for such a command as llmt of tlu- 
fleet in the IMediterrauean, although he appeals the hest 
leulure imaginable.'’ 
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'measures. Sure I am* had I commanded on the 
1 4th, that either the whole French fleet would have 
graced niy triumph, or I should have been in a 
confounded scrape.” What the event would have 
been, lie knew from his prophetic feelings and his 
own consciousness of power : and we also know it 
now, for Aboukir and Trafalgar have told it us, 
The Ira and Censcur probably defended 
themselves with more obstinacy in this® action, 
from a persuasion that, if they struck, , no quarter 
would be given ; because they had fired red hot 
shot, and had also a preparation sent, as they said, 
by the convention from Paris, wdiich seems to have 
been of the nature of the Greek fire ; for it becam# 
liipiid when it was discharged, and water woul<i 
not extinguish its flames. This combustible was 
concealed witli great care in the captured shipsiii 
like the red hot shot, it had been found useless 
battle. Admiral Hotham’s action saved Corsi 
for the time ; but the victory bad been incomplete, 
and the arrival at Toulon of six sail of the line, two 
frigates, and two cutters from Brest, gave tlie French 
a suj)crionty which, had tliey known how' to use 
it, would materially have endangered the British 
Mediterranean fleet. That fleet had been greatly 
neglected during Lord Chatham’s administration 
at the admiralty; and it did not, for some tiiiic, 
feel the beneficial effect of his removal. Lord 
Hood had gone home to represent the real statu 
of affairs, and solicit reinforcements adequate to 
the exigencies of the time, and the importarn'c of 
the vsc'ciic of action. But that fatal error of under- 
proporticihing the force to the service ; that ruinous 
economy, which, by sparing a little, renders all 
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tliat is spent useless, infected tlie Britisli councils 
and Lord Hood, not being able to obtain such 
reinforcements as he knew were necessary, resigned 
the commaind. “ Surely,’’ said Nelson, the 
people at home have forgotten us.” Another Nea- 
politan seventy-four joined Admiral Hotham, and 
Nelson observed with sorrow, that this was matter 
of exultation to an English fleet. When the store- 
ships awd victuallers from Gibraltar arrived, their 
escape frosu the enemy was thought wonderful ; 
and yet, had they not escaped, “ the game,” said 
Nelson, was up here. At this moment our ope- 
rations are at a stand for want of ships to support 
the Austrians in getting possession of the sea-coast 
of the king of Sardinia ; and behold our admiral 
does not feel himself ecpml to show himself, much 
less to give assistance in their operations.” It 
as reportedAhat the Frencli were again out with 
ighteen or twenty sail. The combined British 
j^nd Neapolitan were but sixteen ; sho\dil the 
^neniy bo^oiily eighteen, Nelson made no doubt 
of a com|^tc victory ; but if they were twenty, 
he sai<l, it was not to be expected; and a balth*, 
wltiiout complete victory, would have been de- 
stmotion, because another mast was not to be got 
on that side (obraltar. At length Admiral Man 
.irrived with a scjuadron from England. “ What 
tliev ('an mean bv si nding him with only live sail 
of the line,” said Nelson, “ is truly astonishing : 
but all men are alike, and we in this couutry do 
not iind any amemlmcnt or alteration from the 
<jI< 1 board of admiralty. They should know that 
half the ships in the fleet reepnre to go to Lhigland ; 
and that loiig-ago tlicy ougl\t to have reinfonxMi 
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‘ About this time Nelson was mode colonel of 
marines : — a mark of approbation which he had 
long wished fomather than expected. It came 
in good season, for his spirits were ojxprossed by 
the thought that his services had not been acknow- 
ledged as they deserved ; and it abated the resent- 
ful feeling which would else have been excited by 
the answer to an application to the war-office. 
During his four months’ land service in T 'orsica, 
he had lost all his ship furiiitiire, owhig to the 
movements of a camp. Upon this he wrote to the 
secretary at war, briefly stating what his service's 
on shore had been, and saying, he trusted it was 
not asking an improper thing to request that thg 
same allowance might be made to him which wou|t| 
be made to a land officer of his rank, which, sitfe 
ated as he was, would be that of a brigadier-gonerafe 
if this could not be accorded, he hoped that Ifc 
additional expenses wxndd be ])aid him. The aJljf 
swer which he received was, that “ no pay h^ 
ever been issued under the direction of the wiip* 
office to officers of the navy serving with tlic 
on shore.” 

lie now entered upon a new liiu' of service. 
The Austrian and Sardinian armies, under (tcniTal 
»le Vdns, required a British squadron to cooperate; 
with them in driving the French from the Riviera 
di Genoa, and as Nelson had been so much in llit 
habit of soldiering, it was immediulely tixed that 
the brigadier shonld go. lie sailed from St. Fio- 
renzo (ui this destination; but fell in, oif (‘a|)e 
del Mch‘, with the enemy’s fleet, who iminediatrlv 
gave his squadron chase. The chase lasted i’our- 
aijd-twenty hours; and, owing to the ticklcm ' ■ 
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the wind, the British ships were soinetinies hard‘ 
pressed : but the want of skill on the part of the 
French gave them many advantages. Nelson bent 
his way buck to St. Fiorenzo, where the fleet, 
which was in the midst of watering and refitting, 
had, for seven liours, the mortification of seeing 
him almost in possession of the enemy, before the 
wind would allow them to put out to his assist- 
ance. »rhe French, however, at evening, went off, 
not choosing to approach nearer the shore. During 
the night, Admiral Hotham, by great exertions, 
got under weigh ; and, having sought the enemy 
four days, came in sight of them on the fifth. 
Baffy ng winds, and vexatious calms, so common 
in the Mediterranean, rendered it impossible t() 
(‘lose with them ; only a partial action coidd be 
brought on : and then the firing made a ])erfeet 
calm. The French being to windward, drew in 
sliore ; and the Fnglish fleet \vas bc^calmed six or 
seven miles to the westward. L’Alcklo, of seventy- 
four gimsy^strnck ; but before she could be taken 
poss(‘ssion of, a box of coml)\istibles in her fore-top 
took fire, and the un]iap])y cr(wv experienced how 
frr more perilous their inventions were to them- 
si'lves than to their enemies. So rapid w'as the 
conflagration, tliat the French in their official ac- 
count sa\, the hull, the masts and sails, all seemed 
to take lire at the same moment ; and though the 
Fnglish boats were put out to thi^ avssistauce of 
the poor wrt'tchcs on board, not more than two 
hiuulred could be saved. Tlie Agamemnon, and 
f'aptain Howdey, in the ('umberland, were just 
getting into close action a second time, when the 
admiral called them off, the wind now being 
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directly into the gulf of Frejus, where the enemy 
anchored after the evening closed. 

Nelson now proceeded to his station with eight’ 
sail of frigates under his command. Arriving at 
Genoa, he had a conference Avith Mr. Drake, the 
British envoy to that state; the result of which 
was, that the object of the British must be, to put 
an entire stop to all trade between Genoa, France, 
and the })laces occupied by the French 'troops ; 
for, unless this trade were stopped, it- would bt* 
scarcely possible for tlie allied armies to hold their 
situation, and impossible for them to make any 
progress in driving the enemy out of the Riviera 
di Genoa. Mr. JDrake was of opinion, that. even 
Nice might fall for want of supplies, if the tra^ift 
with Genoa were cut otF. This sort of blocktiAei 
Nelson could not carry on witliout great riskj 
himself, A captain in the navy, as he represei^ 
to the envoy, is liable to prosecution for deten 
and damages. This <langer was increased ij 
order which had then lately been issued by wl| 
.tdien a neutral ship was detained, a complete^ 
cilication of her ('argo was directed to be sedfejto 
the secretary of the admiralty, and no legal process 
instituted against her till the pleasure of tliat board 
should be coinmimic.ated. 'fbis was recpiiriug an 
impossibility. The; cargoes of slii])s detained upon 
this station, consisting chiclly of corn, W(.)uld bo 
spoiled long before the orders of the admiralty 
could he known; and then, if they should happen 
to releas(’ the vessel, the owners would look to 
the captain for damages. Jh en the only prccaM- 
tion which could be taken against thi®: danger, 
involved another danger not less to Aie appre?: 
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licnded : for, if the captain should direct the cargo* 
to be taken out, the freight paid for, and the vessel 
released, the agent employed might prove fraudu- 
lent, and bficoine bankrupt; and in that ca^e the 
captain became responsible. Such things had 
happened : Nelson therefore required, as the only 
means for carrying on that service, which wa*? 
judged essential to the common cause, without 
exposing the officers to ruin, that the British envoy 
should ap}X)int agents to pay the freight, release 
tlic vessels, sell the cargo, and hold the amount 
till process was had upon it : government thus 
securing its officers. “ I am acting,” said Nelson, 
“ not^only without the orders of my commander- 
iu-chief, but, in some measure, contrary to him. 
However, I have not only the support of his ma- 
jesty’s ministers, both at Turin and Genoa, but a 
consciousness that I am doing what is right and 
proper for the service of our king and country. 
l\)liticat courage, in an officer abroad, is as highly 
wvcesitHty as military courage.” 

Thisr^ality, w’bich is as much rarer than military 
courage, as it is more valuable, and without which 
tliv' soldier’s bravery is often of little avail, Nelson 
possessed in an eminent degree. His representa- 
tions were attended to as they deserved. Admiral 
Hoiham commended him for what he had done; 
and the attention of government was awakened to 
the injury which the cause of the allies continually 
suffered from the frauds of neutral vessels. “ What 
ehaiiges in my life of activity !” said this indefati- 
gable man. “ Here I am; having commenced a 
co-operation with an old Austrian general, almost 
fancying myself charging at the head of a troop, of 
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horse I I do not write less than from ten to twenty 
letters every day ; which, with the Austrian 
ral and aide-de-camps, and my own little squad|i|||^: 
fully employ my time. This I like active 
vice, or none.” It was Nelson’s mind which 
ix>rted his feeble body through these exert|pp|d 
He was at this time almost blind, and wrote vMth 
very great pain. “ Poor Agamemnon,” he some- 
times said, “ was as nearly worn out as her eaptain : 
and both mtist soon be laid up to repai*.” 

When Nelson first saw General de Vins, he 
thought him an able man, who was willing to act 
with vigour. The general charged his inactivity 
upon the Piedmontese and Neapolitans, whojn, he 
said, nothing could induce to act; and he cour 
certed a plan with Nelson, for embarking a part oi 
the Austrian army, and landing it in the rear of 
the French. But the English commodore sog|| 
began to suspect that the Austrian general wi^ 
little dis^^d to any active operations. In ^ 
hope of sjpurring him on, he wrote to him, telli]||| 
him that he|h,ad surveyed the coast to the 
ward as fait as Nice, and would undertake to lii** 
bark four or five thousand men, with their arm<i 
and a provisions, on board the scpiadron, 

an(l,|jjijttd them within two miles of St. Remo, with 
thefti^^pd pieces. Respecting farther provisions 
for the Austrian army, he would provide convoys, 
that they should arrive in safety; and, if a re- 
embarkation should be found necessary, he would 
cover it with the S(iuadron. The possession of St. 
Remo, as head-quarters for magazines of every 
kind, would enable the Austrian general to turn 
his aimy to the eastward or westward. The enem\ 
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at Oneg% would be cut off from provisions, ami ' 
men Gl|K^be landed to attack that place when- 
judged necessary. St. Remo was the 
d|lliftdfe[ce’*l)etwceii Vado and Vi lie Franche, where 
t^i^^iluadron could lie in safety, and anchor in 
a^Wst^^ll winds. The bay was not as good as 
^ado f&irMarge ships; but it had a mole, wdiich 
itooiisi' not, where all small vessels could lie, 
add load and nnload their cargoes. This bay be> 
ing in posiA'ssion of the allies, Nice could be com- 
pletely blockaded by sea. General de Vins affect- 
ing, in his reply, to considiT that Nelson’s proposal 
had no other end than that of obtaining the bay of 
St. Homo as a station for the ships, told him, what 
he well km‘W, and had expressed before, that V^ado 
Bay was a better anchorage; nevertludcss, if Mon- 
sieur le Commandant Nelson was well assured that 
part of the fleet could winter4here, there was no 
risk to which he would not expose himself with 
j)leasure, for the sake of procuring a safe station 
for the vessels of his Britannic Majesty. Nelson 
soon assured the Austrian commander, that this 
was not the object of his memorial. He now be- 
gan to susj); ct that both the Austrian court and 
their general had other ends in view than the 
cause of the allies. “ 'Phis army,” said he, “ is 
slow beyond all description ; and I begin to think 
that the emperor is anxious to touch another four 
millions of English money. As for the German 
generals, war^is their trade, and peace is ruin to 
them ; therefore we cannot expect that they should 
have any wish to finish the war. The politics of 
courts are so mean, that private people would be 
ashamed to act in the same way ; all *is trick and 
finesse, to which the common cause is sacrificed. 
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The general wants a loophole ; it has for some time 
appeared to me that he means to go Ob farther 
than his present position, and to lay the iiirefcar|^ge 
of the, enterprise against Nice, which has ajffllSys 
been held out as the great object of his arm^Vfo 
the non- cooperation of the British fleet, and of the 
Sardinians.’* 

To prevent this plea, Nelson again addre^ised do 
V'ins, requesting only to know the time, Hnd the 
number of troops ready to embark; then he would, 
he said, despatch a ship to Admiral Hotham, re> 
([nesting transports, having no doubt of obtaining 
them, and trusting that the plan would be successful 
to its fullest extent. Nelson thought at the time, 
that if the whole fleet were offered him for trans- 
ports, he would find some other excuse : and 
Drake, who was now appointed to reside at the 
Austrian head-quarters, entertained the same id^ 
of the general’s sincerity. It was not, howej 
put so clearly to the proof as it ought to have bl 
He replied, that as soon as Nelson could declS 
himself ready with the vessels necessary for 
veying ten thousand men, with their artillery iSfkl 
baggage, he would put the army in motion. 'Bht 
Nelson was not enabled to do this : Admiral 
Hotham, who was highly meritorious in leaving 
such a man so much at his own discTetion, pursued 
a cautious system, ill according with the bold and 
comprehensive views of Nelson, who continually 
regretted Ix)rd Hood, saying, that the nation had 
suffered much by his resignation of the Mediter- 
ranean commancl. The plan which had been con- 
certed, he said, would astonish the French, and 
perhaps the English. 

There was no ii nitv in the view’s of the allied powers, 
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no cordiality in their co-operation, no energy in theit ^ 
councils. The neutral powers assisted France more ' 
efFectually than the allies assisted each other. The 
Genoese pi)rts were at this time filled with French 
privateers, which swarmed out every nigKt, and 
covered the gulf; and French vessels were allowed 
to tow out ot* the port of Genoa itself, board vessels 
which, were coming in, and then return into the 
mole. ^This was allowed without a remonstrance *, 
while, thoijgh Nelson abstained most carefully from 
ofibring any offence to the Genoese territory or flag, 
complaints were so repeatedly made against his 
squadron, that, he says, it seemed a trial who 
should be tired first ; they of complaining, or he 
of answering their complaints. But the question 
of neutrality was soon at an end. An Austrian 
commissary was travelling from Genoa towards 
Vada; it was known that he was to sleep at Vol- 
tri, and that he had £10,000 with him; a booty 
whicli the French minister in Unit city, and the 
captain of a French frigate in that port, considered 
as far^^opj important than the word of honour of 
the Qtle, the duties of the other, and the laws of 
.leutrality. The boats of the frigate went out with 
some privateers, landed, rolibed the commissary, 
and brouglit back the money to Genoa. The next 
day men were publicly enlisted in that city for the 
French army: seven liiindrediuen were embarked, 
with seven thousand stand of arms, on board the 
frigatt^s and other vessels, who were to land between 
V^oltri and Savona: — there a detachment from the 
French army rns to join them, and the Genoese 
peasantry \ve15e to be invited to insurrection,— a 
measure for which every thing had been prepared. 
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llie night of the 13th was fixed for the sailing of 
'this expedition: the Austrians called loudly for 
Nelson to prevent it ; and he, on the evening of 
the 13th, arrived at Genoa. His presence checked 
the plan : the frigate, knowing her deserts, got 
within the merchant-ships, in the inner mole ; and 
the Genoese government did not now even demand 
of Nelson respect to the neutral port, knowing that 
they had allowed, if not connived at, a flagrant 
broach of neutrality, and expecting t,lie answer 
which be was prepared to return, that it was useless 
and impossible for him to respect it longer. 

But though this movement produced the imme- 
diate effect which was d(?signed, it led to ill conse- 
quences, which Nelson foresaw, but, for w'ant of 
sufficient force, was unable to prevent. His squacji??^ 
ron was too small for the service which it had 
perform. He recpiired two seventy- fours, and eigP 
or ten frigates and sloops; but wlieii he demand^ 
this reinforcement, Admiral Hotham had left 
command ; Sir Hyde Parker succeeded till 
new commander should arrive ; and h(‘ immedial 
ly reduced it almost to nothing, leaving him of 
one frigate and a brig. This was a fatal ern>t. 
While the Austrian and Sardinian troops, whether 
from the imbecility or the treachery of their leaders, 
remained inactive, the French were preparing for 
the invasion of Italy. Not many days before Nel- 
son was thus summoned to Genoa, he chased a 
largo convoy into Alassio. Twelve vessels he had 
formerly destroyed in that port, though two thou- 
sand French troops occupied the town: this former 
attack had made them take new measures of de- 
fence ; and there were now above one huhdred sail 
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of victuallers, gun-boats, and ships of war. Nelson 
represented to the admiral how important it was to * 
destroy these vessels; and offered, with his squad- 
ron of frigjites, and the Culloden and Courageaux, 
to lead himself in the Agamemnon, and take or 
destroy the w^hole. The attempt was not peiTnitted : 
but it was Nelson’s l>elief, that, if it had been made, 
it would have prevented the attack upon the Aus- 
trian avmy, which took place almost immediately 
afterwards. 

General de Vins demanded satisfaction of the 
Genoese government for the seizure of his commis- 
sary ; and then, without waiting for their reply, 
took possession of some empty magazines of the 
Fredch, and pushed his sentinels to the very gates 
of Genoa. Had he done so at first, he would liave 
found the magazines full ; but, timed as the mea- 
sure was, and useless as it was to the cause of the 
allies, it was in character with the whole of the 
Austrian general’s conduct : and it is no small 
proof of the dexterity with which he served tli(‘ 
enemy, that in such circumstances he could so act 
witii Geiioa, as to contrive to put himself in the 
wrong. ‘ Nelson was at this time, according to his 
own expression, placed in a cleft stick. Mr. Drake, 
the Austrian minister, and the Austrian general, 
all joined in requiring him not to leave Genoa : if 
ht‘, left tliat port nngiiarded, they said, not only the 
imperial troops at St. Pier d’Arena and Voltri 
would be lost, but the French plan for taking post 
between Voltri and Savona w^ould certainly suc- 
ceed : if the Austrians should be worsted in the 
advanced (3osts, the retreat by the Bocchetta would 
be cut off; and, if this happened, the loss of the 
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army would be imputed to him, for having* left 
’ Genoa. On the other hand, he knew, that if he 
were not at Pietra, the enemy's gun -boats would 
harass the left flank of the Austrians, \yho, if they 
were defeated, as was to be expected, from the 
spirit of all their operations, would, very probably, 
lay their defeat to the want of assistance from the 
Agamemnon. Had the force for which Nelson 
applied been given him, he could have attended to 
both objects : and had he been ])ennitte(Ll to attack 
the convoy in Alassio, he would have disconcerted 
the plans of the French, in spite of the Austrian 
general. He had foreseen the danger, and pointed 
out how it might he ]>revente(l ; but the means of 
preventing it were witUlield. The attack was made, 
as he foresaw ; and the gun-boats brought their 
fire to bear upon the Austrians. It so happened, 
however, that the left flank, which was exposed to 
them, was the only part of the army that behaved 
well ; this division stood its ground till the centrxi 
and the right wing fled, and then retreated in t|; 
.soldierlike manner. General de Vins gave up ther 
command in the middle of the battle, pleading ill 
health. ‘‘ From that moment/’ says Nelson, “ not 
a soldier staid at his post : — it was the devil take 
the hindmost. Many thousands ran away who had 
never seen the enemy ; some of them thirty miles 
from the advancer I posts. Had 1 not, though, f 
own, against my inclination, l)cen kept at Genoa, 
from eight to ten thousand men would have been 
taken prisoners, anrl, amongst the number, General 
de Vins himself: but, by this means, the pass of 
the Bocchetta was kept open. The purser of the 
ship, who was at Vado, ran with the Austrians 
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eighteen miles without stopping ; the men without 
arms, officers without soldiers, women without as- * 
sistauce. The oldest officer, say they, never heard 
of so ('om^lete a defeat, and certainly without any 
reason. ' Thus has ended my campaign. — We have 
established the French republic ; which, but for 
us, I verily believe, would never have been settled 
by such a volatile, changeable people. I hate a 
Frenchpiau : they are equally objects of my detes- 
tation, wh|*ther royalists or republicans : in some 
points, T believe, the latter are the best.” Nelson 
had a lieutenant and two midshipmen taken at 
Vado : they told him, in their letter, that few of 
the French soldiers w^ere more than three or four 
and Iwenty years old, a great many not more than 
fourteen, and all were nearly naked : they were 
sure, they said, his barge’s crew could have beat a 
hundred of them ; and that, had he himself seen 
them, ho woidd not have thought, if the world had 
been covered with such people, that they conld have 
beaten the Austrian army. 

The defeat of General de Vins gave the enemy 
possession o^he (xenocse coast from Savona to 
\ (jltri ; and jt deprived the Austrians of their direct 
comiminication with the English fleet. The Aga- 
memnon, therefore, could no longer be iiscfid on 
this station, and Nelson sailed for Leghorn to refit. 
When his ship went into <lock, there was not a 
mast, yard, sail, or any part of the rigging, but 
w’hat stood in netul of repair, having >)een out to 
pieces wdth shot. The hull w^as so damaged, that 
it had for some time been secured by cables, which 
were served or thmiiped round it. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Sir J. Jervis takes the. command — Genoa Joins the French — BuO” 
nuparle begins his career — Kiacuation oj' Cohica — Nelson 
hoists his broad pendant in the Minerre — Action with the 
Sitbinu — Battle, ojf' Cape St, Vincent — Nelson commands the 
inner Squadron at the blockade of Cadiz — Boat Action in the 
Bait of Cadiz — Expedition against Tenerijfe. — Nelson loses an 
Arm — His sufferings in Englandy and liecovery, 


Sill John Jljivis had now arrived to take the 
command of tlie Mediterranean fleet. The Aga- 
memnon having, as her captain said, been made as 
fit for sea as a rotten ship could be, Nelson sailed 
from Leghorn, and joined the admiral in Fidrenzo 
Bay. “ I found him,” said he, anxious to know 
many things, which 1 was a good deal surprisedlpls^ 
find had not been communicated to him by oiH|p 
ill the fleet; and it would appear that he wasl^© 
well satisfied with my opinion of what is likehii^ 
happen, and the means of prevention to be tj 
that he had no reserve wdtli me respecting his i 
mation and ideas of what is likely-to be 
The manner in which Nelson was rei'eived 
to have excited some envy. One captain observed 
to him ; You did just as you pleased in Lord 
Hood’s lime, the same in Admiral Hotham’s, and 
now again w ith Sir John Jervis : it makes no dif- 
ference to you who is commander-in-chief.” A 
higher compliment could not have been paid to any 
c'ommander-in-chicf, than to say of him, that he 
understood tlie merits of Nelson, and left him, as 




far as possible, to act u]K)n his ow’u judgment. 

Sir John Jervis offered him the St. George/hinety, 
or the Zealous, seventy-four, and asked if he shoulH 
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have any objection to sei*ve under him with his 
He replied, that if the Agamemnon were ordered 
home, and his flag were not arrived, he should, on 
many accoynts, wish to return to England: still, if 
the war continued, he should be very pr6ud of 
hoisting his flag under Sir John’s command. “ We 
cannot spare you,” said Sir John, “ either as cap- 
tain or admiral.” Accordingly, he resumed hi.s 
station jn the Gulf of Genoa. The French had 
not followed up their successes in that <|iiarter 
with their usual celerity. Scherer, who commanded 
tliere, owed his advancement to any other cause 
than his merit : he was a favourite of the dii ectory ; 
but, for the present, through the influence of Bar- 
ras, be was removed from a command for which 
his incapacity was afterwmrds clearly proved, and 
Buonaparte was appointed to succeed him. Buo- 
naparte bad given indications of his military talents 
at Toulon, and of his remorseless nature at Paris: 
but the extent, either of his ability or his wicked- 
ness, w8pi at this time known to none ; and, per- 
haps, not%ven suspected by hiuistdf. 

Nelson supposed, from the information which 
ho luM ^obtained, that one column of the French 
army would take possession of Port Es|>ecia ; either 
|>enctrating through the Genoese territory, or pro- 
(*eeding coastways in light vessels; our ships of 
war not being able to approach the coast, because 
of the shallowness of the water. To prevent this, 
he said, two things were necessary; the possession 
of Vado Bay, and the' taking of Port Especia; if 
either of these points were secured, Italy would 
be safe from any attack of the French by sea. 
(Jeneval Beaulieu, who had now superseded de Vin> 
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in the command of the allied Austrian and Sardi- 
nian army, sent his nephew and aide-de-camp to 
communicate with Nelson, aujd inquire whether he 
could anchor in any other place than^Vado Bay. 
Nelson replied, that Vado was the only place 
where the British fleet could lie in safety : but all 
places would suit his squadron ; and wherever the 
general came down to the sea-coast, there he 
should find it. The Austrian repeatedly asked, if 
there was not a risk of losing the squadron ? and 
v/as constantly answered, that if these sliips should 
be lost, the admiral Avould find others. But all 
plans of co-operation with the Austrians were soon 
frustrated by the battle of Montenotto. Beaulieu 
ordered an attack to be made upon the [KVst of 
Voltri : — it was made twelve hours before the time 


which he had fixed, and before he arrived to direct 
it. In consequence, the French were enabled to 
eftect their retreat, and fall back to Mon toil 
thus giving the troops there a decisive sup< 
in number over the division which attacked 
This drew on the defeat of the Austrians 
naparte, with a celerity which had never 
been witnessed in modern Avar, pursued hi? 
tages ; and, in the course of a fortnight, d 
to the court of Turin terms of peace, or n 
submission ; by which all the strongest }) 
Piedmont were put into his hands. 

On one occasion, and only on one, Nelson was 
ahle to impc'de the progress of this new conqueror. 
Six vessels, laden with cannoYi and onlnance-stores 


for the si(*ge of Mantua, sailed from Toulon for 
St. Pier d’Arena. Assisted by Capt. Cockbunv, 
in the Meleager, he drove them under a battery. 
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pursued them, silenced the batteries, and captured 
the Av hole. Military books, plans, and maps of 
Italy, with the different points marked upon them 
wliere former battles haa been fought, sent by the 
directory for Buonaparte’s use, were found in the 
convoy. The loss of this artillery was one of the 
chief causes which compelled the French to raise 
the siege of Mantua : but there was too much trea- 
chery, and too much imbecility, both in the coun- 
cils and arAiies of the allied powers, for Austria to 
improve this momentary success. Buonaparte 
perceived that the conquest of all Italy was within 
his reach : treaties, and the rights of neutral or 
of friendly powers, were as little regarded by him 
as by the government for which he actecl : in 
open contempt of both he entered Tuscany, an4> 
took possession of Leghorn. In consequence of 
this movement, Nelson blockaded that port, and 
landed a British force in the Isle of Elba, to secure 
Porto Ferrajo. Soon afterwards he took the island 
of Capraja, which had formerly belonged to Cor- 
sica, being less than forty miles distant from it ; a 
distance, however, short as it was, which enabled 
the Genoese to retain it, after their infamous sale 
of CJj^iea to France. Genoa had now taken part 
wiiil' ^ance : its government had long covertly 
assisted the French, and now willingly yielded to 
the first compulsory menace which required them 
to exclude the English from their ports. Capraja 
was seized, in consequence ; but this act of vigour 
was not followed up as it ought to have been. 
Imgland at that time depended too much upon 
the feeble governments of the continent, and too 
little upon itself. It was determined by the British 
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. cabinet ta evacuate Corsica, as soon as Spain 
should form an offensive alliance with Frafice. 
This eveht, which, from the"’'' moment that Spain 
had bpen compelled to make peace, *%vas clearly 
foreseen, had now taken place ; and orders for the 
evacuation of the island were immediately sent 
out. It was impolitic to annex this island to the 
British dominions ; but, having done so, it was 
disgraceful thus to abandon it. The tlisgrace 
would have been spared, and every ' advantage 
which could have l>een derived from the possession 
of the island secured, if the people had at first 
been left to form a government for themselves, 
and protected by us in the enjoyment of the/r in- 
dependence. 

iwThe viceroy, Sir Gilbert Elliott, deeply felt the 
impolicy and ignominy of this cvacnation. The' 
fleet also was ordered to leave the MediU'rranet 

' This resolution was so contrary to the last instrii*j 
tions which had been received, that Nelson 
claimed : — Do his majesty’s ministers know tl^ 
own minds? Th(*y at home,” said he, “do 
know what this fleet is capable of performing — any 
thing and every thing. Much as I shall rejoiceftd 
see England, 1 lament our present orders in 
(‘loth and ashes, so dishonourable, to the digniff of 
England, whose fleets are equal to meet the worhl 
in arms : and of all the fleets I ever saw, I never 
beheld one, in point of officers and men, equal to 
Sir John Jervis’s, who is a commander-in-ehief able 
to lead them to glory.*' Sir Gilbert Elliott be- 
lieved that the great body of the Corsicans were 
perfectly satisfied, as they had good refl^soii to be, 
with the British government, sensible o^ritft advan- 
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tages, and attached to it. However this may have* • 
been, when they found that the English intended 
to evacuate the island, they naturally and necessa- 
rily sent t^f make their peace with the French. 
The partisans of France found none to oppose 
them. A committee of thirty took upon them the 
government of Bastia, and sequestered all the 
British property : armed Corsicans mounted guard 
at every* place, and a plan was laid for seizing the 
viceroy. Nielson, who was appointed to superin- 
tend the evacuation, frustrated these projects. At 
a time when every one else despaired of saving 
stores, cannon, provisions, or property of any kind, 
and ^ privateer was moored across the mole-head 
to prevent all boats from passing, he sent word to 
the committee, that if the slightest opposition were 
made to the embarkmeut and reinoval of British 
property, he would batter the town down. Tlie 
privateer pointed her guns at the ofheer who car- 
ried this message, and muskets were levelled against 
his boats from the mole-head. Upon this, Capt. 
Sutton, of the l^grnont, pulling out his watch, gave 
them a quarter of an hour to deliberate upon their 
answer, .iln five minutes after the expiration of 
that timei the ships, he said, would open their fire. 
Upon this the very sentinels scampered off, and 
every vessel came out of the mole. A shiji-owner 
complained to the commodore, that the munici- 
pality refused to let him take his goods out of the 
custom-house. Nelson directed him to say,* that 
unless they were instantly delivered, he would 
open his fire. The committee turnecl pale; and, 
without answering a word, gave him the keys. 
Their last attempt was to l^vy a duty upon the 
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^ things that were re-embarked. He sent them 
word, that he would pay them a disagreeable visit, 
if there were any more complaints. The com- 
mittee then finding that they had to d^al with a 
man who knew his own power, and was deter- 
mined to make the British name respected, de- 
sisted from the insolent conduct which they had 
assumed: and it was acknowledged, that Bastia 
never had been so quiet and orderly smee the 
English were in possession of it. This jvas on the 
14th of October: during the five following days 
the work of embarkation was carried on, the pri- 
vate property was saved, and public stores to the 
amount of £200,000. The Frencli, favourq^l by 
the Spanish fleet, which was at that time within 
twelve leagues of Bastia, pushed over troops from 
Leghorn, who landed near Cape Corse on the 18th»j‘“ 
and, on the 20th, at one in the morning, enter® 
the citadel, an hour only after the British haa 
spiked the guns, and evacuated it. Nelson em- 
barked at day-break, being the last person who I 
the shore; having thus, as he said, seen the filj 
and the last of Corsica. Provoked at the condu 
of the municipality, and the disposition whicl 
populace had shown to profit by the confusionl 
turned toward the shore, as he stepped intoMiifi 
boat, and exclaimed: “ Now, John Corse, follow 
the natural bent of your detestable character — 
plunder and revenge." This, however, was not 
Nelson’s deliberate opinion of the people of Cor- 
sica; he knew that their vices were the natural 
consequences of internal anarchy and foreign op- 
pression, such as the same causes would produce 
in any people : and when he saw, that of all those 
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who took leave of the viceroy, there was not one* , 
who ])iirted IVoin liiin without tears, he acknow- 
ledged, that they maftifestly acted not frotn tlislike 
of tlic Ihiglish, hut from fear of tlie French. Eng- 
land tlien might, witli more reason, rc]>roaMi lier 
own rulers for pusillanimity, than tlie Corsicans for 
ingratitude. 

Uaving thus ably effected this Immiliating ser- 
vice, Ncjson was ordered to hoist Ids broad pendant 
on board t^^c Mi nerve frigate, Capt. (feorge Cock- 
burn^ and, witli llie Blanche under his eoininand, 
proceed to Ihjrto Eerrajo, and superintend the 
evaenation of that place also. On Ins way, he fell 
in with Iwo S(>aiiish frigates, the Sabina and the 
Ceres. The Mineive engaged ih.e former, vvhich 
was (ommanded by D. .laeobo Stuart, a descen- 
<iant of the Duke of Berwick. After an action of 
(lii’cc hours, during whiclt the S[)anir.rds lost one 
lunidr(‘d and sixty-four men, tlie Saijiua .striuh'. 
I’lu’ Spanish eiq^tain, who was the endy surviving 
ollicer, liud liardly been conveyed on board the 
Miner w‘, wboi anotber enemy’s frigate came up, 
ecunpeyed , j»er to cast off the prize, and brought 
her a si^nd time to action. After half an hour’s 
trial of strength, this new antagonist w-ore and 
ha\ded off: but a Spa\dsb scpiadron of two ships 
of tlu^ liuv; and two frigates came in sight. The 
Blanche, from which the Ceres had got off, was 
1‘ar to windward, and the Minerve escaped only by 
the anxiety of the enemy to recover their own shit*. 
As soon as Nelson reached Porto Ferrajo, he sent 
Ids prisoner in a flag of truce to Carthagena, having 
returned him his .sword ; this he did in honour of 
tlie gallantry which D. Jucobo had displayed, and 
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, 'not without some feeling of respect for his ancestry. 
** I felt it,” said he, “ consonant to the digni^ of 
my country, and I always act as I feci right, with- 
out regard to custom : he was reputed the best 
officer in Spain, and his men were worthy of such 
a commander.” By the same flag of truce he sent 
back all the Spanish prisoners at Porto Ferrajo ; 
in exchange for whom he received his own men 
wdio had been taken in the prize. « 

General de Burgh, who commanded,, at the Isle 
of Elba, did not think himself authorized to aban- 
don the place, till lie had received specific instruc- 
tions from England to that eftect ; professing that 
he was unable to decide between the conlradictoty 
orders of government, or to guess at what theiir 
present intentions might be: but he said, his^igk 
motive for urging delay in this measure ^rosOijWp 
a desire that his own conduct ini^ht ))e 
sanctioned, not from any opinion that PortoifiiH|||K 
ought to be retdned. But Naples 
peace, Sir J. Jervis considered his 
Italy as concluded ; and the protection 
gal was the point to which he was now 
to attend. Nelson, therefore, whose ordW' w6ii0 
perfectly clear and explicit, withdrew the whole 
naval establishment from that station, leaving the 
transports victualled, and so arranged, that all the 
troops and stores could be embarked in three days. 
He w^as now about to leave the Meditefenean. 
Mr. Drake, who had been our minister at Genoa, 
expressed to him, on (his occasion, the very high 
opinion whicli the allies entertained of his conspi- 
cuous merit; adding, that it was impossible for 
any one, who had the honour of co-operatiug with 
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ilim, not to admire the activity, talents, and zeal* , 
vvhitfh he had so eminently and constantly displayed. 
In fact, during this long course of services in the 
Mediterran-tan, the whole of his conduct had exhi- 
bited the same zeal, the same indcbitigable energy, 
the same intuitive judgment, the same prompt and 
unerring decision, which characterised his after- 
career of glory. His name was as yet hardly known 
to tlie Knglish public ; but it was feared and re- 
spected thufmghout Italy. A letter came to him, 
directed Horatio Nelson, Genoa:” and the wri- 
ter, when he was asked how he could direct it so 
vaguely, replied, ‘‘ Sir, there is but one Horatio 
Ncls(^n in the world.” At Genoa, in particidar, 
where he had so long been stationed, and where 
the nature of his duty first led him to continual 
disputes with the government, and afterwards com- 
pejlcd him to stop the trade of the port, he was 
erpially res])e<dcd by the doge and by the people : 
for, wliilc he maintained the rights and interests 
of Great Britain with becoming firmness, he tem- 
pered the exercise of power with courtesy and 
initnanity, wherever duty would permit. “ Had 
iiH my actions,” said he, writing at this time to his 
wife, “ been gazetted, not one fortnight would have 
passed, during the whole war, without a letter from 
me. One day or other I will have a long gazette 
to myseff. 1 feel that such an opportunity will 
be given me. I cannot, if I am in the field of glory, 
he kept out of sight : w’hcrever there is any thing 
to be done, there Providence is sure to direct my 
steps.” 

ddicse hopes and anticipations were soon to be 
fulfilled. Nelson's mind had long been irritated 
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, *an(l depressed by the fear that a general action 
would take ])lace before he could join the fleet. 
At length lie sailed from Porto h'errajo with a con- 
voy for Gibraltar; and having reached 'that place, 
proccc*ded to the westwanl in search of the adrnind. 
Ofl' the mouth of the Straits he fell in with the 
Spanish fleet; and, on tlu; Idth of February, reach- 
ing the station ofl' Cape St. Vincent’s, eoniinuni- 
cated this intelligence to Sir .John .Jervis ' Tie was 
now directed to sliit’t his broad piMidau't on l>oard 
the Oa[)(.aiii, severity- ton r, Capt. it. W'. Miller; 
and, licibvc sunset, the signal was made to prepare 
for action, and to keep, during the night, in close 
order, .\t daybreaV the eiieuiy were in sight. The 
IJritisli ibret! eonsiste<l of two ships ot‘ one huiidre(|’ 
gnus, two of ninety-eight, two oC ninety, eiglit of 
seventy-lbnr, and one sixty-lbur: lit’teen ol’ the line 
in all ; with tbnv tVigati'S, -a sloop, and a cutler. 
Tile S])aniar(ls had one Ibur-deeki*]', oT ora; hundriB 
and thirty-six guns; six threi'-deckors, <sr()ne hun- 
dred ami twelve ; tw'o eighty-lburs ; eighteen 
ve.nty-lburs ; in all, twenty-se\<’H ships ol* tie* limh 
with ten frigates and a brig, 'flu iv Lidndnd, I). 
Josejih do (Jordova, bad leaiiit from an Ameriean, 
on the .9th, tiiat the laiglisb iuul f»nlv nine ships., 
wliieh wa.s indeed the ease* v. In n his inf(»rinei- had 
seen tiicm ; for a reinforcement ol’ live? ships from 
iMigland, under Admiral ihirker, had not then 
joined, ami the Cullothm Viaxl jiartcd eompanv. 
Upon this information, the S[>anisli commander, 
in-stead of going into (’adiz, as wa.s his intiaition 
when he sailed iVom f arthagena, determined to 
s('ek an enemy so inh-rior in I’orce ; and relying, 
with fatal i’oid>d<‘n< e. upon the Ameri('an acta.unt. 
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he suffered his ships to remain too far disporsetl,* , 
and iii some disorder. When the morning of the 
1 4th broke, and discovered the Englisli fleet, a fog 
for some ti’me concealed their number. That fleet 
had heard their signal guns during the night, the 
weather being fine, though thick and hazy ; soon 
after daylight they wore seen very much scattered, 
while the llritish ships were in a compact little body. 
The look-out ship of the Spaniards fancying that 
her signal was disregarded, because so little notice 
sc(‘nied to be taken of it, made another signal, that 
the English foree consisted of forty sail of the line. 
The captain alterwards said, he did this to ronsf: 
the jjdmiral ; it had the eflbct of perplexing him. 
and alarniing the whole fleet, 'fhe altsiirdity of 
such an act shows what was the state, of the Spanish 
navy under that miserable governimnt, by which 
Spain was so long (oppressed and degraded, and 
finally i)etravi'(l. In reality, the general ineapui ity 
of the naval olliccrs was so well known, that in a 
pas(|uinade, which about this time appeared at 
iVladrid, wherein the diflerent orders of the state 
w('re advert iserl for sale, the greater part of the sea 
oilicers, with all their ((piipmeiits, wxtc offered as 
a gilt; ami it was added, that any person who 
would ])leas'' to take thejn, should receive a hand- 
some gratuity. When the ])rol)ability that Spain 
would take part in the war, as an ally of France, 
was flrst contemplated, Nelson said that their fleet, 
if it w'cre no better than when it acted in alliance 
with \is, would “ soon be done for.” 

Before the enemy could Ibnn a regular order of 
battle. Sir J. Jervis, by carrying a press of sail, 
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^tjamc up with them, passed through their fleet, 
then tacked, and thus cut off nine of* their ships 
from the main body. These ships attempted to 
form on the larboard tack, either with design of 
passing through the British line, or to leeward of 
it, and thus rejoining their friends. Only one of 
them succeeded in this attempt ; and that only 
because she was so covered with smoke, that her 
intention was not disooxered till she had ^reached 
the rear ; the others were so warmly reojeived, that 
they put about, took to flight, and did not appear 
again in the action till its close. The admiral 
was now able to direct his attention to the enemy’s 
main body, which was still superior in number to 
his whole fleet, and more so in weight of metal. 
He made signal to tack in succession. Nelson, 
whose station was in the rear of the British line, 
l^erceived that the Spaniards were bearing up be- 
fore the wind, wdlh an intention of forming theii^ 
line, going large, and joiiiing their separated ships 
or else, of getting oft' without an engagement. To 
prevent either of these scljcmes, he disobeyed tluj 
signal without a moment’s hesitation, and ordereef 
bis ship to be wore. This at once brought him 
into action with the Santissima Trinidad, one hun- 
dred and thirty-six, the San .loseph, one hundred 
and twelve, the Salvador del Mimdo, one hundred 
and twelve, tlie St. Nicolas, eighty, the San Isidro, 
seventy-four, another seventy-four, and another first 
rate. Trowbridge, in the Culloden, immediately 
joined, and most nobly supported him; and for 
nearly an hour did the Culloden and Captain main- 
tain what Nelson called “ this apparently, but not 
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really, unequal contest;” — ^such was the advantage* . 
of skill and discipline, and the confidence which 
brave men derive from them. The Blenheim then 
passing between them and the enemy, gave them a 
respite, and poured in her fire upon the Spaniards, 
The Salvador del Miindo and S. Isidro dropped 
a-stern, and were fired into, in a masterly style, by 
the Excellent, Capt. Collingwood. The S. Isidro 
struck ; ?ind Nelson thought that the Salvador struck 
also; b«t Collingwood,” says he, ‘‘ disdaining 
the parade of taking possession of beaten enemies, 
most gallantly pushed up, with every sail set, to 
save his old friend and messmate, who was, to ap- 
pean^nce, in a critical situation for the Captain 
was at this time actually fired upon by three first- 
rates, by the S. Nicolas, and by a seventy-four, 
within about pistol-shot of that vessel. The Blen- 
heim was a-head, the Culloden crippled and a-stern. 
Collingwood ranged up, and hauling up his main- 
sail just a-stern, passed within ten feet of the S. 
Nicolasy giving her a most tremendoiis fire, then 
passed for the Saiitissima Trinidad. The S, 
Nicolas Ufling up, the S. Joseph fell on board her, 
and Nelson resumed his station a-breast of them, 
and close along-side. The Captain w^as now inca- 
pable of farther service, either in the line or in chase : 
she had lost her foretop-mast; not a sail, shroud, 
OP* rope was left, and her wheel was shot away. 
Nelson, therefore, directed Capt. Miller to put the 
helm a-starboard, and, calling for the boarders, 
ordered them to board. 

Capt. Berry, wlio had lately been Nelson’s first 
lieutenant, was the first man who leaped into the 
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Vneiiiy’s mizen chains. Miller, when in the very 
act of goin^, was ordered by Nelson to remain. 
Berry was supported from the sprit-sail-yard, which 
locked in the S. Nicolas's main rip;g“ing^ A sdldier 
of the* sixty-ninth broke the upper (jiiartcr-gallery 
window, and jumped in, followed by the commo- 
tlorc himself, and by others as fast as possible. 
The cabin doors were fastened, and the Spanish 
officers fired their pistols at them througluthe whi- 
dow : tlic doors were soon forced, and flic Spanisli 
brigadier fell while retreating to the quarter-deck. 
Nelson pushed on, and found Berry in ^X)Ssession 
of the poop, and the Spvmish ensign hauling down. 
He passed on to the forecastle, ^w’hc^e he met two 
or three Spanish officers, and received their swords. 
The English wore now in full poss'. ssion of every 
part of tlu* shi]); and a fire of pistols and nuis(|ue- 
try opened njion them from the admirars stern 
gallery of the San .loseph. Ni'lson luiving j>iaced 
sentinels at the* diilereiit ladders, aiul ordt red Capt. 
Miller to send more men into the prize, gave ordcp 
for lx)ardiiig that ship from the San Nieoias. 
was done in an instant, he liimsi lt’ leiubng lh(^. 
way, and exclaiming — ‘‘ Westminster Aldny oT 
victory !” Berry assisted him into t’ue main-chains; 
and at that moment a Spanish ollicer looked ovei 
the quarter-deck-rail, and said tla‘y surremlcred. 
It was not long be fore be was on the (juarter-deck, 
where the Spanish captain pre.s<;nted to hipi his 
sword, and told him the admiral was below’, dying 
of his wounds. There, on the qiiarter-doek of an 
entuny’s first-rate, he received the swords of the 
officers; giving them, as they were delivered, one 




hy one, to William Fearriey, one of his olrl Aga- 
memnon’s, who, with the utmost, coolness, put them 
under his arm ; “ hundlinu: them up,” in the li\<'lY 
expression of Collingwood, with as mnch coin- 
posure as he would have made a fitggot, though 
twenty-two ^;ail of their line were still within gnu- 
shot.” One of his sailors came np, and, with an 
haiglishman’s feeling, took him by the hand, saying, 
he might not soon have such another place to do 
it in, and he was heartily glad to see him there. 
dVenty-four of the Captain’s men were killed, and 
tifty-six W’ounded ; a fourth part of the loss sus- 
tained by the whole s<juadron falling upon this ship. 
Nelson received only a few brnis('s. 

The Spaniards hacl still eighteen or nineteen ships, 
vvhieh had suflTcred little or no injury : that part of 
the fleet which had been sc|T^rated from the main 
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'body in the morning was now coining up, uhd &ir 
John Jervis made signal to bring to. His ships 
could not have form^ without abandoning those 
which they had captured, and running /o leeward: 
tlie CAptaiii was lying a perfect wreck on board 
her two prizes ; and many of the other vessels were 
so shattered in their masts and rigging, as to be 
wholly unmanageable. The Spanish admiral mean- 
time, according to his official account, being alto- 
gether undecided in his own opinion rejvpecting the 
state of the fleet, inquired of his captains whether 
it was proper to renew the action : nine of iht'm 
answered explicitly, that it was not ; others replied 
tliat it was expedient to delay the business. The 
Pelayo and the Principe^ Conquistador were the only 
ships that were for fighting. 

As soon as the action was discontinued, Nelson 
went on board the admiral’s ship. Sir John Jer^lb 
rec(‘ived him on the quarter-deck, took him inf^ 
arms, and said he could not sufficiently tliank ' 

For this victory the commander-in-chief was 
warded with the title of Earl St. VTneent.* Nel^ 

* In the official letter of Sir .Tohn Jervis, Kelson was* 
mentioned. It is said, that the admiral had seen an ins^ 
of the ill consequence of such selections, after Lord 
victory ; and , therefore, would not name any individual, thjink- 
ing it proper to speak to the public onlj in terms of 
approbation. His private letter to the first lord of the admiralty, 
was, with his consent, published, for the first time, in a Life of 
Nelson, by Mr. Harrison. Here it is said, that “ C’ommodore 
Nelson, wlio was in the rear, on the starboard tack, took the 
lead on the larboard, and contributed very much to the fortune 
of the day.” It is also said, that he boanlrsl the two Spanish 
ships successively ; but the fact, that Nelson wore without 
orders, and thus planned as well as accomplished the victory, . 
is not explicitly stated, perhaps it was thought pnqMJr to pass 
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who, before the action was known in England, had 
been advanced to the rank of rear-admiral, had ’ 
the Order of the Bath g-iven him. The sword of 
the Spanish rear-admiral, which Sir John Jervis 
insisted upon his keeping, he presented the 
mayor and corporation of Norwich, saying, that 
he knew no place where it could give him or his 
family more pleasure to have it kept, tlian in the 
capital f ity of the county where he was born. Tlie 
freedom ol^that city was voted him on this occasion. 
But of all the numerous congratulations which he 

over this |>art of his condurt in silence, as a splendid fault : 
but sucli an example is not dangerous, 'fhe author of the 
work in w hich this letter was first made public, protests against 
those *ovei -zealous friends, “ who would make the action rather 
appear as kelson’s battle, than that of the illustrious coinmand- 
cj-in-clnef, who derives from it so deservedly his title. No 
man,” he says, ever less needed, or less desired, to strip a 
single leaf from the honoured wreath of any other hero, witii 
the vain hope of augmenting his own, than the immortal Nelson : 
no man ever more merited the whole of that which a generous 
nation unanimously presented to Sir J, Jervis, than the Karl 
of St. Vincent.” — Certainly Earl St. A'incent well deserve^l 
the reward which he received ; but it is not detracting from his 
merit to say, ib^it Nelson is fully entitled to as nnieh faint] from 
this a<;tion as the commauder-iu-chief ; not because the bninl 
of the action'IiBll upon him ; not because be was engaged w ith 
all the fourlihipa which were taken, and took two of them, it 
may almost 1)^ said, with his own hand ; bnt because the 
decisive moverdent, which enabled him to perform all this, and 
by which tlic action Iwcame a victory, was executed in uegleet 
of orders, 14)00 his own judgment, and at his peril. Kail St. 
Vincent deserved his earldom : but it is not to the honour of 
those, by whom titles were distributed in those days, that Nel- 
son never obtained the rank of earl for either of those victories 
which lie lived to enjoy, though the one was the most complice 
and glorious in the annals of naval history, and the other the 
most important in its consequences of any which was achieved 
during tlic whole w’ar. 
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•received, none could have affected him with deeper 
delight than that which came from his venerable 
father. “ T thank my God,” said this excellent 
man, “ with all the power of a gratefpl soul, for 
the mercies he has most graciously bestowed on 
me in preserving you. Not only my few acquaint- 
ance here, but the people in general, met me at 
every corner with such handsome words, that I 
was obliged to retire from the public eyo. The 
height of glory to which your profess ^nal judg- 
ment, united with a proper degree of bravery, 
guarded by Providence, has raised you, few sons, 
my dear child, attain to, and fewer fathers live to 
see. Tears of joy have involuntarily trickled down 
my furrowed cheeks ; Who could stand the ‘force 
of such general congratulation? The name and 
services of Nelson have sounded through this citjjp^ 
of Bath — from the common ballad singer to 
public theatre.” The good old man concluded 
telling him, that the field of glory, in which n& 
had so long been conspicuous, was still open, and; 
by giving him his blessing. 

Sir Horatio, who bad now hoisted his flag as 
rear-admiral of the blue, was sent to bring awt|ifr 
the troops from Porto Ferrajo : having perform^ 
this, he shifted his flag to the Theseus, That ship 
had taken part in the mutiny in England, and 
being just arrived from home, some danger was 
apprehended from the temper of the men. This 
was one reason why Nelson was removed to her. 
He had not been on board many weeks before a 
paper, signed in the name of all the ship's com- 
pany, was dropped on the quarter-deck, containing 
these words ; “ Success attend Admiral Nelson ! 
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God bless Capt. Miller! We thank them for the* 
officers they have placed over us. We are happy 
and comfortable ; and will shed every drop of 
blood in oip veins to sup)X>rt them ; and the name 
of the Theseus shall be immortalized as liigh as 
her captain’s.*’ Wherever Nelson commanded, 
the men soon became attached to him ; — in ten 
days’ time he would have restored the most muti- 
nous slvp in the navy to order. Whenever an 
officer fail^ to win the affections of those who are 
under his command, he may be assured that tlie 
fault is chiefly in himself. 

While Sir Horatio was in the Theseus, he was 
employed in the command of the inner s(|ua(lron 
at thh blockade of Cadiz. During this servicM*, the 
most perilous action occurred in which he was ever 
engaged. Making a night attack upon the Spanish 
gun-boats, his barge w*as attacked hv an armed 
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^ launch, under their commander, D. Mij^uel Tre- 
^oyeii, carrying twenty-six men. Nelson liad with 
him only his ten bargemen, Capt. Freernantle, and 
his coxswain, John Sykes, an old and /aithfid fol- 
lower, 'who twice saved the life of his admiral, by 
})arryiiig the blows that were aimed at him, and, 
at last, actually interposed his own head to receive 
tile blow of a Spanish sabre, which he coidd not 
by any other means avert ; — ^thus dearly was Nel- 
son beloved. This was a desperate service — hand 
to hand with swords : and Nelson always consi- 
dered that his personal courage was more conspi- 
cuous ou this occasion than on any other during 
his whole life. Notwithstanding the great dispro- 
portion of numbers, eighteen of the enemy*’ were 
killed, all the rest wounded, and their launch 
taken. Nelson would have asked for a lieutenan*;;^ 
for Sykes, if he had served long enough : his 
nor and ('onduct, he oViserved, were so eutii 
above liis situation, that Nature certainly intend 
him lor a gentleman : but though he recovgj 
from the dangerous wound which he rcceivcci 
this act of heroic attachment, he did not livej 
profit by the gratitude and friendship of his 
niaiidcr. 

Twelve days after this rencontre. Nelson satel 
at the head of an expedition against TenerifFe. A 
leport hud prevailed a few months before, that the 
viceroy of Jilexico, with the treasure ships, liad put 
into lliat island. This had led Nelson to meditate 
the plan of an attack upon it, which he communi- 
cated to J^arl 8t. Vincent. He was perfectly aware 
of the difficulties of the attempt. “ 1 do not,” 
said lie, “ reckon myjplf equal to Blake: but, if 1 
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recollect he was more obliged to the wind* , 

coming off the land than to any exertions of his 
own. The approach by sea to the anchoring place 
is under viiry high land, passing three valleys ; 
therefore the wind is either in from the sba, or 
squally with calms from the mountains and he 
perceived, that if the Spanish ships were won, the 
object would still be frustrated, if the wind did not 
come off shore. The land force, he thought, would 
render siic^oss certain ; and there were tiie troops 
from Elba, with all necessary stores and artillery, 
already embarked. “ But here,’' said he “ soldiers 
must be consulted ; and I know, from experience, 
they have not the same boldness in undertaking a 
a political measure that we have : we look to the 
benefit of our country, and risk our own fame 
every day to serve her ; — a soldier obeys his orders, 
and no more.” Nelson’s experience at (^:)rsica 
justified him in this harsh opinion: — lie did not 
live to see the glorious days of the British army 
under Wellington. The army from Elba, consist- 
ing of three tliousaml seven hundred men, would 
do the business, he said, in three days, probably in 
much less time; and he would undertake, with a 
very small sipiadron, to perform the naval part; 
for, though the shore was not easy of access, the 
transports tnight run in and land tlie troops in one 
day. 

The report concerning the viceroy was unfounded ; 
hut a homeward-bound Manilla ship put into Santa 
Cruz at this time, and the expedition was deter- 
mined upon. It was not fitted out upon the scale 
which Nelson had proposed. Four ships of the 
line, three frigates, and the cutter, formed the 
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/squadron; and he ^as allowed to choose such 
ships and officers as he thought proper. No troops 
were embarked; the seamen and marines of the 
squadron being thought sufficient. •His orders 
were, *to make; a vigorous attack; but on no lad- 
count to land iii person, unless his presence should 
be absolutely necessary. ITie plan was, thdt the 
boats should land in the night, between the fort on 
the N. E. side of Santa Cruz bay and the to'wn, 
make themselves masters of that fortf and then 
send a summons to the governor. By midnight, 
the three frigates, having the force on boani which 
was intended for this debarkation, approached 
within three miles of the place; but, owin^ti^ia 
strong gale of wind in the offing, and a? * ' 
current against them in shore, they were 
to get within a mile of the landing 
d ay-break; and then they were seen, .aliflSfbeflr. 
intention discovered. Trowbridge and wit|[ 

Capt. Oldfield, of the marines, went upon this- |l| 
consult with the admiral what was to be doiW' 
and it was resolved that they should attemi^W 
get possession of the heights above the fort. Tw 
frigates accordingly landed their men ; and NelsdSI 
sn>od in with the line-of-battle ships, meaning 
batter the fort, for the purpose of distracting ttfl 
attention of the garrison. A calm and contrary 
current hindered him from getting within a league 
of the shore ; and the heights were by this time so 
secured, and manned with such a force, as to be 
judged impracticable. Thus foiled in his plans by 
circumstances of wind and tide, he still considered 
it a ]X)int of honour that some attempt should be 
made. This was oiiy.the twenty-second of July ^ 
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he re-enabarked his men that night, got the ships,* , 
on the twenty-fourth, to anchor about two miles 
north of the town, and made show as if he intended 
to attack the heights. At six in the evening, sig- 
nal was made for the boats to prepare to p'roceed 
on the service as previously ordered. 

When this was done, Nelson addressed a letter 
to the commander-in-chief — the last which was ever 
written with his right hand. ‘‘ I slmll not,” said 
he, “ enter, on the subject, why we are not in pos- 
session of Santa Cruz. Your partiality will give 
credit, that all has hitherto been done which was 
possible; but, without effect. This night I, hum- 
ble as I am, command the whole, destined to land 
under the batteries of the town ; and, to-morrow, 
my head will probably be crowned either with lau- 
rel or cypress. I have only to recommend Josiah 
Nisbet to you and my country. The Duke of 
Clarence, should 1 fall, will, I am confident, take 
a lively interest for my son-in-law, on his name 
being mentioned.” Perfectly aware how desperate 
a service this was likely to prove, before he left the 
Theseus, he callwi lieutenant Nisbet, who had the 
watch on deck, into the cabin, that h$: might assist 
in arranging and burning his mother’s letters. 
Perceiving that the young man was armed, he ear- 
nestly begged him to remain behind. “ Should 
we both fall, Josiah,” said he, “ what would be- 
come of your poor mother ! The care of tVie The- 
seus falls to you : stay, therefore, and take charge 
of her.” Nisbet replied: “ Sir, the ship must 
lake care of herself; I will go with you to-night, 
if I never go again.” 

He met his captains at supper on board the Sea- 
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, *horse, Capt. Freemantle, whose wife, whom he 
had lately married in the Mediterranean, presided 
at table. At eleven o’clock, the boats, containing 
between six and seven hundred ment, with one 
hundred and eighty on board tlm Fox cutter, and 
from seventy to eighty in a boat which had been 
taken the day before, proceeded in six divisions 
toward the town, conducted by all the captains of 
the squadron, except Freemantle and Bowen, who 
attended with Nelson to regulate and had the way 
to the attack. They were to land on tlie mole, 
and %ence hasten, as fast as possible, into the 
great square; then form, and proceed, as should 
be found expedient. They were not discqvered 
till about half past one o’clock, when, being within 
half gun-shot of the landing place. Nelson directed 

• the boats to cast off from each other, give a huzza, 
and push for the shore. But the Spaniards were 
excellently well prepared : the alarm-bells answered 
the huzza, and a tire of thirty or forty pieces bf 
cannon, with musquetry from one end of the town 
to the other, opened upon the invaders. Nothing, 
however, could check the intrepidity with which they 
advanced. The night was exceedingly dark : most 
of the boats missed the mole, and weht on shore 
through a raging surf, which stove all to the left 
of it. The Admiral, Freemantle, Thompson, Bowen, 
and four or five other boats, found the mole : they 
stormed it instantly, and carried it, though it was 
defended, as they imagined, by four or five hundred 
men . Its guns, which were six-and-twerity plunders, 
w^ere spiked ; but such a heavy fire of musquetry 
and grape was kept up from the citadel, and the 
houses at the head oj.the mole, that the assailants 
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cQuld uot advance, and nearly all of them wero’ 
killed^r wounded. , 

In uih act of stepping out of the boat, Nelsoii 
received a ^hot through the right elbow, and fell ; 
but, as he fell, he caught the sword, which he had 
just drawn, in his left hand, determined never to 
part with it while he lived, for it had belonged to 
his uncle, Capt. Suckling, and he valued it like a 
relic, ll^isbet, who was close to him, placed him 
at the bottom of the boat, and laid his liat over the 
shattered arm, lest the sight of the blood, which 
gushed out in great abundance, should increase his 
faintness. He then examined the wound, and 
taking some silk handkerchiefs from his neck, 
boun*d them round tight above the lacerated vessels. 
Had it not been for this presence of mind in his 
son-in-law. Nelson must have perished. One of 
his bargemen, by name Lovel, tore his shirt into 
shreds, and made a sling with them for the broken 
limb. They then collected five other seamen, by 
whose assistance they succeeded, at length, in get- 
ting the boat afloat ; for it had grounded w'ith the 
falling tide. Nisbet took one of the oars, and 
ordered the steersman to go close under the guns 
of die battfiry, that they might be safe frbni its tre- 
mendous fire. Hearing his voice, Nelson roused 
liimself, and desired to be lifted up in the boat, 
that he might look about him. Nisbet raised him 
up ; but nothing could be seen, except the firing 
of the guns on shore, and what could be discerned 
i)y. die^f flashes upon the stormy sea. In a few 
Utinut,cs, a general shriek was heard from the crew 
of the Fox, which had received a shot under water, 
and went down. Ninety-seven men were lost in 
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^ lior; eighty-three were saved, many by Nelson him-. 

* sel^ whose exertions on this oecasion gre^y in».; 
creased the pain and danger of his wound; The 
first ship which the boat could reach h^ippened to 
be the*Seahorse : but nothing could induce him to 
go on board, though he was assured that if they 
attempted to row to another ship, it might be at the 
risk of his life. “ 1 had rather suffer death, he 
replied, ‘‘ than alarm Mrs. Freemantle, bjT letting 
her see me in this state, when I can jf^ve her no 
tidings whatever of her husband.” They pushed 
on for the Theseus. When they came along-side, 
he peremptorily refused all assistance in getting on 
board, so impatient was he that the boat should 
return, in hopes that it might save a few more*frora 
the Fox. He desired to have only a single ropli 
thrown over the side, which he twisted round Im 
left hand, saying, Let me alone : I have yet i® 
legs left and one arm. Tell the surgeon to make 
haste and get his instruments. I know I must 
lose my right arm ; so the sooner it is off the 
better.”* The spirit which he displayed, in jump- 
ing up the ship’s side, astonished every body. 

FreOmantle had been severely wounded in the 
right arm, soon after the admiral. Ho was fortu- 

* During the peace of Amiens, when Nelson was passing 
through Salisbury, and received there with those acclamations 
winch followed him every where, he recognised, amid the crowd, 
a man who had assisted at the amputation, and attended him 
afterwards. He beckoned him up the stairs of the Council 
House, shook hands with him, and made him a presaiit, in re- 
membrance of his services at that time. The man look from 
his bosom a piece of lace, which he had torn from the sleeve of 
the amputated limb, saying, he had preserved, and would pre- 
serve it to the last moment, ^in memory of his old commauuer. 
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nate enough to find a boat at the beach, and got’ ^ 
instancy to his sl^p. Thompson was wounded ; 
Bowen’'^ killed, to^'the great regret of Nelson ; as 
was also oi?e of his own officers, Lieutenant Wea- 
therhead, who had followed him from the Agamem- 
non, and whom he greatly and deservedly esteemed. 
Trowbridge, meantime, fortunately for his party, 
missed the mole in the darkness, but pushed on 
shore umler the batteries, close to the south end of 
tlie citadel- Capt. Waller of the Emerald, and 
two or three%thcr boats landed at the same time. 
The surf was so high that many others put back. 
The boats were instantly filled with water, and stove 
against the rocks ; and most of the ammunition in 
the men’s pouches was wetted. Having collected 
a few men, they pushed on to the great square, 
hoping there to find the admiral and the rest of the 
force* The ladders were all lost, so that they 
could make no immediate attempt on the citadel ; 
but they sent a sergeant with two of the towu’s- 
people to summon it : this messenger never re- 
turned ; and Trowbridge having waited about an 
hour, in painful expectation of his friends, marched 
to join Captains Hood and Miller, who had effected 
their landing to the south-west. They then endea 

^ Captain Bowen’s gold seals, and chain, and sword, weie 
preserved in the town house at Teneriffe ; his watch and other 
valuables had been made booty of by the populace. In 1810, 
the magistrates of the island sent these memorials of the dead 
to his brother, commissioner Bowen, saying that they conceive<l 
it \vouldi;<|be gratifying to his feelings to receive them, and 
tlnit as till two nations were now united in a cause which did 
eMjual honour to both, they did not wish to retain a trophy 
whmh could remind them that they had ever been opposed to 
each other. — Kuial Chronicie, Vol^24. p, 393, 
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voured to procure some intelligence of the admiral 
and the rest of the officers, without success. 
By day-break they had gathered together about 
eighty marines, eighty pikemcn, and ojie hundred 
and eighty small-arm seamen ; all the survivors of 
those who had made good their landing. They 
obtained some ammunition from the prisoners whom 
they had taken, and marched on, to try what could 
be done at the citadel without ladders. They found 
iill the streets commanded by field-piecej., and seve- 
ral thousand Spaniards, with about a hundred 
French, under arms, approaching by every avenue. 
Finding himself without provisions, the powder wet, 
and no possibility of obtaining either stores or rein- 
forcements from the ships, the boats being ‘'lost, 
Trowbridge, with great presence of mind, sent Capt. 
Samuel Hood with a Hag of truce to the governor, 
to say he was prepared to burn the town, and 
would instantly set fire to it, if the Spaniards 
approached one inch nearer : — ^This, however, if 
he were compelled to do it, he should do with 
regret, for he had no wish to injure the inhabitants: 
and he was ready to treat upon these terms, — that 
the British troops should re-embark, with all their 
arms, of every kind, and take their own boats, if 
they were saved, or be ])rovided with such others 
as might be wanting : they, on tlieir part, engaging 
that the squadron should not molest the town, nor 
any of the Canary Islands : all prisoners on l 30 th 
sides to be given up. When these terms were pro- 
posed, the governor made answer, that th^\„Fnglish 
ought to surrender as prisoners of war : but Capl. 
Hood replied, he was instructed to say, that if the 
terms were not aeeegted in five minutes, Capt. 
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Trowbridge would set the town on fire, and attack' 
the Spaniards at tlie j)oint of the bayonet. Satis- 
fied with his success, which was indeed sufficiently 
complete, r-nd respecting, like a brave and honour- 
able man, the gallantry of his enemy, the S];^niard 
acceded to the proposal, found boats to re-embark 
them, their own having all been dashed to pieces 
in landing, and before they parted gave every man 
a loaf and a pint of wine. “ And here,” says 
Nelson in his journal, “ it is right we should notice 
the noble and generous conduct of Don Juan An- 
tonio Gutierrez, the Spanish governor. The moment 
the terms were agreed to, he directed our wounded 
men to be received into the hospitals, and all our 
people to be supplied with the best provisions that 
could be procured ; and made it known, that the 
ships were at liberty to send on shore, and pun'hase 
whatever refreshments they were in want of during 
the time they might be off the island.'’ A youth, 
by name Don Bernardo Collagon, stripped himself 
of his shirt, to make bandages for one of those 
Fmglishmen, against wdiom, not an hour before, he 
had been engaged in battle. Nelson wrote to thank 
the governor for the humanity which he had dis- 
])laycd. Presents were interchanged between them. 
Sir Horatio offered to take charge of his despatches 
for the Spanish government; and thus actually l>e- 
came the first messenger to Spain of his own defeat. 

The total loss of the English, in killed, wounded, 
and drowned, amounted to two hundred and fifty. 
Nefeon made no mention of his own wound in his 
official despatches : but in a private letter to Lord St. 
Vincent, — the first which he wrote with his left hand, 
— he shows himself to have been deeply affected by 
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•the failure of this enterprise. “ I am become/* he 
said, “ a burthen to my friends, and useless to my 
country : but by last letter you will perceive rny 
anxiety for the promotion of my son-irvlaw, Josiah 
■Nisbet. When I leave your command, I become 
dead to the world : — ‘ t go hence and am no more 
seen.* If from poor Bowen *s loss you think it proper 
to oblige me, I rest confident you will do it. . The 
boy is under obligations to me ; but he repaid me, 
by bringing me from the mole of San^a Cruz. I 
hope you will be able to give me a frigate, to con- 
vey the remains of my carcass to England.*’ — “ A 
left-handed admiral,** he said in a subsequent let- 
ter, “ will never again be considered as useful ; 
therefore the sooner I get to a very humble cottage 
the better ; and make room for a sounder man to 
serve the state,” His first letter to I^ady Nelsott 
was written under the same opinion, but in a more 
cheerful strain. “ It was the cj^ance of war/- said 
he, “ and I have great reason to be thankful ; and I 
know it will add much to your pleasure to find that 
Josiah, under GocFs providence, was principally in* 
strumental in saving my life. I shall not be sur- 
prised if 1 am neglected and forgotten ; probably I 
shall no longer be considered as useful : however, I 
shall feel rich if I continue to enjoy your affection. 
I beg neither you nor my father will think much of 
this mishap : — my mind has long been made up ♦o 
such an event.’* 

His son-in-law, according to his wish, was im- 
mediately promoted ; and honours enough to heal 
his wounded spirit awaited him in England. Let- 
tens were addressed to him by the first lord of the 
admiralty, and by hi§ steady friend, the Duke of' 
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Clarence, to c6ngratulate him on his return, covered 
0ft he was with glory. He assured the duke, in 
his reply, that not a scrap of that ardour, with 
which he had hitherto served hk king, had been 
shot away. The freedom of the cities of ’Bristol 
and London w^ere transn)it?ed to him : he was in- 
vested with the order of the Bath; and received a 
pension of £1000 a year. The memorial which, 
as a matter of form, he was called upon to present 
on this occasion, exhibited an extraordinary cata- 
logue of services performed’ during the war. It 
stated, that he had been in four actions with the 
fleets of the enemy, and in three actions with boats 
employed in cutting out of harbour, in destroying 
vessels, and in taking three towns : he had served 
on shore with the army four months, and com- 
manded the batteries at the sieges of Bastia and 
Calvi ; he had assisted at the capture of seven sail 
of the line, six frigates, four corvettes, and eleven 
privateers : taken and dcstroytxl near fifty sail of 
merchant vessels ; and actually been engaged 
against the enemy upwards of a hundred and 
twenty times; in which service he had lost bis 
right eye and right arm, and been severely wounded 
and bruised in his body. 

His sufferings from the lost limb were loiig and 
painful. A nerve had been taken up in one of 
the ligatures at the time of the operation ; and the 
ligature, according to the practice of the French 
surgeons, w^as of silk, instead of waxed thread ; this 
produced a constant irritation and discharge ; and 
the ends of the ligature being pulled every day, in 
hopes of bringing it away, occasioned fresh agony. 
He had scarcely any intennission of pain, day oi 

o 
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*nig;ht, for three months after his return to England. 
Lady Nelsoh, at his .earnest request, attended the 
dressing his arm, till she had acquired sufficient 
resolution and skill to dress it herselL ‘»One night, 
during this state of suffering, after a day of con- 
stant pain, Nelson retired early to bed, in hope of 
enjoying some respite by moans of laudanum. He 
was at that time lodging in Bond Street ; and the 
family was soon disturbed by a mob knocking 
loudly and violently at the door. The news of 
Duncan’s victory had been made public, and the 
house was not illuminated. But when the mob 
were told that Admiral Nelson lay there in bed, 
badly wounded, the foremost of them mad^ an- 
swer ; “ You shall hear no more from us to-night 
and, in fact, the feeling of respect and sympathy 
was communicated from one to another wdth such 
ellec t, that, under the confusion of such a night, 
the house was not molested again. 

About the end of November, after a night of 
sound sleep, he found the arm nearly free fromv' 
pain: the surgeon w^as immediately sent for to 
examine it ; and the ligature came away with the 
slightest touch. From that time it began to heal. 
As soon as he thought his health established, he 
sent the following form of tlianksgiving to the 
minister of St. George’s, Hanover Square : — “ An 
odicer desires to return thanks to Almighty God 
for his perfect recovery from a severe wound, and 
also for the many mercies bestowed on him.” 

Not having been in England till now, since he 
lost his eye, he went to receive a y€var’s pay, as 
smart money ; but could not obtain payment, bc- 
c.uise he had neglected to bring a certificate from 
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a surgeon, that the sight was actually destroyed., 
A little irritated that this form should be insisted 
upon, because, though the fact was not apparent, he 
thought ilfcwas sufficiently notorious, he procured 
a certificate, at the same time, for the loss of his arm ; 
saying, they might just as well doubt one as the 
other. This put him in good humour with himself, 
and with the clerk who had offended him. On his 
return to the office, the clerk finding it. was only 
the anmitd pay of a captain, observed, he thought 
it had been more. Oh!” replied Nelson, “ this 
is only for an eye. In a few days I shall come for 
an arm ; and in a little time longer, God knows, 
mo^t probably for a leg.” Accordingly he soon 
afterwards went; and with perfect good humour 
exhibited the certificate of the loss of his arm. 


CHAPTER V. 

Kebvn rejoins Earl St. Vincent in the Vangxiurtl — Sails in pur- 
suit of the French to Egypt — lUturns to Sicily, and sails ugnin 
to Egypt — Battle of the Nile. 

Ea u l y in the year 1 798, Sir Horatio Nelson hoisted 
his flag in the Vanguard, and was ordered to rejoin 
Earl St. yincent. Upon his departure, his father 
addressed him with that affectionate solemnity by 
which all his letters were distinguished. “ 1 trust 
in the Lord,” said he, “ that he will prosper your 
going out and your coming in. 1 earnestly desired 
once more to see you, and that wish has been heard. 
If I should presume to say,4 hope to see you again, 
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(i*he question would Be restdily asked, How old art 
thou ? Vale / vale ! Dominet vale /” It is said, 
that a gloomy foreboding hung on the spirits of 
Lady Nelson at their parting. This could have 
arisen only from the dread of losing him by the 
chance of war. Any apprehension of losing his 
affections could hardly have existed ; for aii his 
correspondence to this time shows that he thought 
himself happy in his marriage; and his»* private 
character had hitherto been as spotless as his pub- 
lic conduct. One of the last things he said to her 
was, that his own ambition was satisfied, but that 
lie went to raise her to that rank in which he had 
long wished to see her. ; 

Immediately on his rejoining the fleet, he was 
desj>atched to the Mediterranean, with a small 
squadron, in order to ascertain, if possible, the 
object of the great expeejition whicli at that time 
was fitting out, under Buonaparte, at Toulon. The 
defeat of this armament, whatever might be its 
destination, was deemed by the British government 
an object paramount to every other; and Earl St. 
Vincent was directed, if he thought it necessary, 
to take his whole force into the Mediterranean, to 
’ relinquish, for that puipose, the blockade of the 
Spanish fleet, as a thing of inferior moment : but, 
if he should deem a detachment sufficient, “ i 
tliink it almost unnecessary,"" said the first lord of 
the admiralty, in his secret instructions, “ to sug- 
gest to you the propriety of putting it under Sir 
Horatio Nelson.” It is to the honour of Earl St. 
Vincent, that he had already made the same choice. 
This appointment to a service in which so much 
honour might *be acquired gave great oflence to 
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the senior admirals of thefleet.^ Sir William Paiv- 
ker, who was a very excellent officer, and as gallant* 
a man as any in the navy ; and Sir John Orde, 
who on all, occasions of service had acquitted him- 
self with great honour, each wrote to Lord Spencer, 
complaining that so marked a preference shoultf 
have* been given to a junior of the same fleet. 
This rescntmei^t is what most men in a like case 
would feel ; and the preference thus given to 
Nelson Ir^d not originated in a clear perception 
that (as his friend Collingwood said of him a little 
while before) his spirit was equal to all undertakings, 
and his resources fitted to all occasions, an injus- 
tice would have been done to them by bis appoint- 
ment. But if the services were conducted with 
undeviatiiig respect to sincerity, the naval and 
n\ilitary character would soon be brought down to 
the dead level of mediocrity. 

The armament, at Toulon consisted of thirteen 
ships of the line, seven forty gun frigates, with 
twenty-four smaller vessels of war, and nearly two 
hundred transports. Mr. Udney, our consul at 
Leghorn, was the first person who procured certain 
intelligence of the enemy’s design against Malta; 
and, from his own sagacity, foresaw that Lgypt 
must be their after object. Nelson sailed from 
Gibraltar on the 9th of May, with the Vanguard, 
Orion, and Alexander, seventy-fdurs ; th^ Caroline, 
Flora, Emerald, and Terpsichore frigates ; and the. 
Bonne Citoyenne sloop of war ; to watch this for- 
midable armament. On the 19tb, when they were 
in the Gulf of Lyons, a gale came on from the N. 
W. It moderated so much on the 20th, as to en- 
able them to get their top-jgallanmfcasts and yards 
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aloft. After dark, it again began to blow strong: 
but the ships had been prepared for a gale, and 
therefore Nelson’s mind was easy. Shortly after 
midnight, however, his main-top-mast j^went over 
the sid^, and the mizen-top-mast soon afterward. 
The night was so tempestuous, that it was impossi- 
l>le for any signal either to be seen or heard ; and 
Nelson determined, as soon as it should be day- 
break, to wear, and scud before the gale :.-but at 
half-}>ast three the foremast went in thijec pieces, 
and the bowsprit was found to l>e sprung in three 
places. When day broke, they succeeded in wear- 
ing the ship with a remnant of the spritsail : this 
was hardly to have been expected : the Vanguard 
was at that time twenty-five leagues south of the 
islands of Ilieres, with her head lying to the N. E. 
and if she had not wore, the ship must have drifted 
to Corsica. Capt. Ball, in the Alexander, tqgk 
her in tow, to carry her into the Sardinian hoalfour 
of St. Pietro. Nelson, apprehensive that this at- 
tempt might endanger both vessels, ordered him to 
cast off: but that excellent officer, with a spirit 
like his commander’s, replied, he was eonfideut he 
could save the Vanguard, and by Clod’s hefp he 
would do it. There had been a previous coolness 
between these great men ; but from this time Nel- 
son becanie fully sensible of the extraordinary 
talents of C^apt. Ball, and a sincere friendship sub- 
.sisted between thorn during the remainder of their 
lives. “ I ought not,^* said the admiral, writing 
to his wife, — “ I ought not to call what has hap- 
j>ened to the Vanguard by the cold name of acci- 
dent: I believe firmly it was the Almighty’s good- 
ness, to check •ly consummate vanity. I hope it 
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has made me a better officer, as I feel confident yt 
has made me abetter man. Figure to yourself, on* 
Sunday evening, at sunset, a vain man walking in 
his cabin, a squadron around him, who looked 
up to th^r chief to lead them to glory, .and in 
whom their chief placed the firmest reliance that 
th^ proudest ships of equal numbers belonging to 
FraiK'e would have lowered their flags ; — figure to 
yoursel|‘, on Monday morning, when the sun rose, 
this proiK^ man, his ship dismasted, his fleet dis- 
persed, and himself in such distress, that the mean- 
est frigate out of Fram^e would have been an 
unwelcome guest.” Nelson had, indeed, more 
reason to refuse the cold name of accident to this 
tempest, than he was then aware of; for on that 
very day the French fleet sailed from Toulon, and 
must have passed within a few leagues of his little 
squadron, which was thus preserved by the thick 
w'oather tliat came on. 

The British goverumeut at this lime, with a 
becoming spirit, gave orders, that any port in the 
Meditffraneau should be considered as hostile, 
whore /the governor, or chief magistrate, should 
refuse to let our ships of war procure supplies of 
provisions, or of any article which they might 
require. 

In these orders the ports of Sardin ia were excepted . 
The continental possessions of the King of Sardinia 
were at this time completely at the mercy of the 
French, and that prince was now discovering, when 
too late, that the terms to which he had consented, 
for the purpose of escaping immediate danger, ne- 
cessarily involved the loss of the dominions which 
they were intended to preserve. . The citadel of 
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'Burin was now occupied by Frem'h ’troops ; and 
*his wretched court feared to afford the common 
rij^hts of humanity to British ships* lest it should 
give the French occasion to seize on the^’cmainder 
of his dominions : — a measure for which, it was 
certain, they would soon make a pretext, if they 
did not find one. Nelson was informed, that he 
could not be permitted to enter the port of St. 
Pietro. Regardless of this interdict, whiclv, under 
his circumstances, it would have beeii act of 
suicidal folly to have regarded, lie anchored in the 
harbour; and, by the exertions of Sir James Sau- 
mare/z, Capt. Ball, and Capt. Berry, the Vanguard j 
was refitted in four days ; mouths would have been 
employed in refitting her in England. Nelson, 
with that proper sense of merit, wherever it was 
found, which proved at once the goodness and the 
greatness of his character, especially recommended 
to Earl St. V'incont the earpenter of the Alexander, 
under whose directions the ship had been repaired ; 
stating, that he was an old and faithful servant of 
the crown, who had been nearly thirty years a 
warrant Carpenter ; and l^egging most earnestly 
that the conmiander-in-chief would recommend him 
to the particular notii'e of the board of admiralty. 
He did not leave the harbour without expressing 
his sense of the treatment which he had received 
lliere, in a letter to the Viceroy of Sardinia. — 
“ Sir,” it said, “ having, by a gale of wind, sus- 
tained some trifling damages, I anchored a small 
part of his majesty’s fleet under my orders off this 
island, and was surprised to hoar, by an officer sent 
by the governor, that admittance was to be refused 
to the flag of his Britantiic majesty into this port. 
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When I reflect, that my most gracious sovereign iS ^ 
the oldest, I believe, and certainly the most faithful 
ally which the King of Sardinia ever had, I could 
feel the s<yrow which it must have been to his 
majesty to have given such an order ; and also for 
your excellency, who had to direct its execution. 

I cannot but look at the African shore, where the 
followers of Mahomet are performing the part of 
the goc*i Samaritan, which I look for in vain at 
St. Peter’ Sf where it is said the Christian religion is 
professed.” 

The delay which was thus occasioned was usefid 
to him in many respects : it enabled him to com- 
plete his supply of water, and to receive a rein- 
forcement, which Earl St. Vincent, being himself 
reinforced from England, was enabled to send him. 
It consisted of the best ships of his fleet ; the Cul- 
loden, seventy-four, Capt. T. Trowbridge ; Goliath, 
seventy- four, Capt. T. Foley; Minotaur, seventy- 
four, Capt, T. Louis ; Defence, seventy-four, Capt. 
John Peyton ; Bellerophon, seventy-four, Capt. H. 
D. E. Darby ; Majestic, seventy-four, Capt. G. B. 
Westcott; Zealous, seventy-four, Capt. S. Hood; 
Swiftsurc, seventy-four, Capt. B. Hallowell ; The- 
seus, seventy-four, Capt. R. W. Miller; Audacious, 
seventy-four, Capt. Davidge Gould. Tlie Leander, 
fifty, (’apt. T. B. Thompson, was afterward added. 
These ships were made ready for the service as soon 
as Earl St. Vincent received advice from England 
that he was to be reinforced. As soon as the rein- 
forcement was seen from the mast-head of the ad- 
miral’s ship, off Cadiz bay, signal was immediately 
made to Capt. Trowbridge to put to sea ; and he 
was out of sight before the ships from home cast 
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anchor in the British station. Trowbridge took with 
* him no instructions to Nelson as to the course he 
was to steer, nor any certain account of the enemy’s 
destination : every thing was left to his^owii judg- 
ment. • Unfortunately, the frigates had been sepa- 
rated from him in the tempest, and had not been 
able to rejoin ; they sought him unsuccessfully in 
the Bay of Naples, where they obtained no tidings 
of his course ; and he sailed without them. 

The first news of the enemy’s armspneut was, 
that it had surprised Malta. Nelson formed a plan 
for atta(ikiiig it while at anchor at Gozo ; but on 
the 22d of June intelligence reached him that the 
French had left that island on the ICth, the day 
after their arrival. It was clear that their destina- 
tion was eastward — he thought for Egypt — and for 
Egypt, therefore, he made all sail. Had the frigates 
been with him he could scarcely have failed to gain 
information of the enemy : for want of them, he 
only spoke three vessels on the way; two came 
from Alexandria, one from the Archipelago ; and 
neither of them had seen any thing ol’ the French. 
He arrived off Alexandria on the 28th, and the 
enemy were not there, neither was there any account 
of them ; but the governor was endeavouring to 
put the city in a state of defence, having received 
advice from Leghorn, that the French expedition 
was intended against Egypt, after it had taken 
Malta. Nelson then shaped his course to the north- 
ward, for Caramania, and steered from thence along 
the southern side of C’andia, carrying a press of 
sail, both night and day, with a contrary wind. It 
would have been his delight, he said, to have tried 
Buonaparte on a wind. It would have been the 
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delight of Europe, too, and the blessing of the> 
world, if that fleet had been overtaken with its 
general on board. But of the myriads and mil- 
lions of hujjian beings who would have been pre- 
served by that day's victory, there is not one to 
whom such essential benefit would have resulted, 
as to Buonaparte himself. It would have spared 
him his defeat at Acre — his only disgrace ; for to 
have bec^ defeated by Nelson upon the seas would 
not have l;j^en disgraceful : it would have spared 
him all his after enormities. Hitherto his career 
had been glorious ; the baneful principles of his 
heart had never yet passed his lips : history would 
have rey)rescnted him as a soldier of fortune, wIk) 
had faithfully served the cause in whi(‘-h he en- 
gaged ; and whose career had been ilistinguished 
by a series of successes, unexampled in modern 
times. A romantic obscurity would have hung 
over the expedition to Egypt, and he would have 
escaped the perpetration of those crimes which have 
incarnadined his soul with a deeper dye than that 
of the gurple for which he committed them; — those 
acts of perfidy, midnight murder, usurpation, and 
remorseless tyranny, which have consigned his name 
to universal execration, now and for ever. 

C'onceiving that when an officer is not successful 
in his plans it is absolutely necessary that he should 
explain the motives upon which they w^ere founded, 
Nelson wrote at this time an account and vindica- 
tion of his conduct for having carried the fleet to 
Egypt. The objection wdiicli he anticipated was, 
that he ought not to have made so long a voyage 
without more certain information. “ My answer,” 
said he, is ready — Who was I to get it from? 
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The governments of Naples and Sicily either knew 
not, or chose to keep me in ignorance. Was I to 
wait patiently until 1 heard certain accounts? If 
Egypt were their object, before I cowld hear of 
them they would have been in India. To do nothing 
was disgraceful ; therefore I made use of my jint 
derstanding. I am before your lordships’ judg- 
ment; and if, under all circumstauces, it is decided 
that 1 am wTong, I ought, for the sakr of our 
country to be superseded; for at this moment, 
when I know the French are not in Alexandria, I 
iiold the same opinion as oft' Cape Passaro, — thh-t, 
under all circumstances, I W'as right in steering for 
Alexandria : and by that opinion 1 must stand or 
fall,” Capt, Ball, to whom he showed this paper, 
told him, he should recommend a friend never tc» 
begin a defence of his conduct before he 
accused of error : he might give the fullest reason^|t: 
for what he had done, expressed in such terms 
would evince that he had acted from the strongest 
conviction of being right ; and of course he mi ' 
expect that the public would view it in the sai 
light. Capt. Ball judged rightly of the puhl 
whose first impulses, though from want of saiHcient 
information they must frecpiontly he erroneous, are 
generally founded upon just feelings. But the 
public arc easily misled, and there are always 
persons ready to mislead them. Nelson had not 
yet attained that fame which compels envy to be 
silent ; and when it was known in Faigland that 
he had returned after an unsuccessful pursuit, it 
was said that he deserved impeachment ; and Earl 
St. Vincent was severely censured for having sent 
so an officer upon so important a serv i<'e. 
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Baffled in his pursuit, he returned to Sicily. 
Tlie Neapolitan ministry had determined to give 
his squadron no assistance, being resolved to do 
nothing which could possibly endanger their peace 
with the French directory : by means, however, of 
Lady Hamilton’s influence at court, he procured 
secret orders to the Sicilian governors ; and, under 
those orders, obtained every thing which he wanted 
at Syracuse : — a timely supply ; without which, he 
always said, he could not have recommenced his 
pursuit with any hope of success. “ It is an old 
saying,” said he in his letter, “ that the devil’s 
children liave the devil’s luck. I cannot to this 
moment learn, beyond vague conjecture, where the 
French fleet are gone to ; and having gone a round 
of six hundred leagues at this season of the year, 
with an expedition incredible, here I am, as igno- 
rant of the situation of the enemy as I was twenty- 
seven days ago. Every moment 1 have to regret 
the frigates having left me ; had one half of them 
been with me, I could not have wanted information. 
Should the French be so strongly secured in port 
that I cannot get at them, I shall immediately shift 
my flag into some other ship, and send the Van- 
guard to Naples to be refitted ; for hardly any per- 
son but myself would have continued on senace so 
long in such a wretched state.” Vexed, however, and 
disappointed as be was, Nelson, with the true spirit 
of a hero, was still full of hope. “ Thanks to your 
exertions,” said he, “ writing to Sir W. and Lady 
Hamilton, “ we have victualled and watered ; and 
surely watering at the fountain of Arethusa, we must 
have victory. We shall sail with the first breeze ; 
and be assured I will return either crowned with 
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'^laurel, or covered with cypress/' Earl St. Vincent 
he assured, that if the French were above water, he 
would find them out ; — ^lie still held his opinion that 
they w^ere bound for Egypt: but,” s?id he to the 
first hftrd of the admirity, “ be they bound to the 
Antipodes, your lordship may rely that I wilbij^t 
lose a moment in bringing them to action.” 

On the 25th of July he sailed from Syracuse for 
the Morea. Anxious beyond measure, and irritated 
that the enemy should so long have .eluded hii^, 
the tediousness of the nights made him impatient ; 
and the officer of the watch was repeatedly called 
on to let him know the hour, and convince him, 
who measured time by his own eagerness, that it 
was not yet day- break. The squadron made the 
gulf of Coron on the 28th. Trowbridge entered the 
port, and returned with intelligence that the French 
had been seen about four weeks before steering to 
the S. E. from Candia. Nelson then determined 
immediately to return to Alexandria : and the Bri- 
tish fleet accordingly, with every sail set, stood once 
more for the coast of Egypt. On tiic 1st of August, 
^ about ten in the morning, they came in sight of 
Alexandria; the port had been vacant and solitary 
when they saw it last: it was now crowded wnth 
ships ; and they perceived, with exultation, that the 
tri-colour flag was flying upon the walls. At four 
in the afternoon, Capt. Hood, in the Zealous, made 
the signal for the enemy’s fleet. For many pre- 
ceding days Nelson had hardly taken either sleep 
or food : he now ordered his dinner to be served, 
while preparations were making for battle; and 
when his officers rose from table, and went|io their 
separate stations, he said to th'im, “ BeiSm this 
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time to-mon'ow I shall have gained a peerage, or 
Westminster Abbey.” 

The French, steering direct for Candia, had 
made an angular passage for Alexandria ; whereas 
Nelson, in pursuit of them, made straight for that 
p^ce, and thus materially shortened the distance. 
The comparative smallness of his force made it 
necessary to sail in close order, and it covered a 
less space than it would have done if the frig-ates 
had been ewith him : the weather also was con- 
stantly hazy. These circumstances prevented the 
English from discovering the enemy on the way to 
Egypt, though it appeared, upon examining the 
journals of the French officers taken in the action, 
that the two fleets must actually have crossed on 
the night of the twenty-second of June, During 
the return to Syracuse, the chances of falling in 
with them were fewer. 

Why Buonaparte, having effected his landing, 
should not have suffered the fleet to return, has 
never yet been explained. Thus much is certain, 
that it was detained by his command; though, 
with his accustomed falsehood, he accused Admiral 
Brucys, after that officer s death, of having lingered 
on the coast, contrary to orders. The French fleet 
arrived at Alexandria on the 1st of July; and 
Brueys, not being able to enter the port, which 
time and neglect had ruined, moored his ships in 
Aboukir Bay, in a strong and compact line of 
battle ; the headmost vessel, according to his own 
account,' being as close as possible to a shoal on 
the N. W. and the rest of the fleet forming a 
kind of curve along the line of deep water, so as 
iiot to be turned by any means in the S. W. By 



144 LIFE or Nl^ON. [ITlS. 

^Buonaparte’s desire he had offered a 
10,000 livres to any pilot of the 
would carry the squadron in ; but 
found who would venture to take 
vessel drawing more than twenty 
tlierefore made the best of his 
sen the strongest posit,ion which he 
take in an open road. The 
fleet said, they were moored in such 
to bid defiance to a forc( 
own. This presumption could not then be thoug' 
unreasonablci Admiral Barrington, when moon 
in a similar manner off St. Lucia, in the year 1 7| 
beat off the Comte d’Estaign in three several { 
tacks, though his force was inferior by almost one 
third to that which assailed it. Here, the adviy^* 
tage of njij^bej!:^>botli in ships, guns, and men, 
in favour French. They had thirteen ships 

of the lin^^^d four frigates, carrying eleven hun- 
dred and ninety-six guns, and eleven thousand 
two hundred and thirty men. The English 
the same number of ships of the line, and oneyfty 
^•un ship, carrying ten hundred and twelve giins| 
and eight thousand and sixty-eight men. The 
English ships were all seventy-fours: the Frenchj 
had three eighty gun ships, and one three-decker 
of one hundred and twenty. ^ 

During the whole pursuit, it had beelf^^elson’s 
practice, whenever circumstances would vpprm it, to 
captains on board the Vanguard, and 
explain to them his own ideas of the different am 
best modes of attack, and such plans as he pro- 
posed to execute, on falling in with the enemy; 
whatever their situation might be. There is no 
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possible position, it is said, which he did not take 
into calculation. His officefs were thus fully ac- 
fpiainted with his principles of tactics : and such 
was his co!\fidencc in their abilities, that the only 
thing determined upon, in case they should find 
t^ Prench at anchor, was for the slops to form as 
most convenient for their mutual support, and to 
anchor by the stern. “ First gain the victory,” he 
said, ** and then make the best use of it you can.” 
The moiuMit he perceived the position of the 
French, that intuitive genius, with which Nelson 
was endowed, displayed itself; and it instantly 
struck him, that where there was room for an one- 
)hf*s^shipto swing, there was room for one of ours 
to anchor. The plan which he intended to piirsiu', 
therefore, was to keep entirely on the outer side of 
the French lint', and station his ships, as far as he 
was able, one on the outer bow, and another on 
the outer quarter, of each of the enemy’s. This 
plan of doubling on the enemy’s ships wais |0'o- 
jected by Lord Hood, wiien he designed to attack 
the French licet at their anchorage in Goiirjean 
Road. Lord Hood found it impossible to make tlav 
attempt ; but the thought was not lost upon Nel- 
?^»on, who acknowledged himself, on this occasion, 
’Indebted ■for it to his old and excellent commander. 
fCapt. Berry, wlien he comprehended the scop(|| 
the design, excdainied with transport, “If wc sin 
^'ed, what will the w’orld say !” — “ There is no if 
Ik yfe' usc,” replied the admiral: “ that we shall 
is certain : who may live to tell the story, 

a very different question.” 

As the squadron advanced, they were assailed l>y 
a -shower of shot and shells from the batteries on the 


1 ’ 
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, Inland, and the enemy opened a steady fire from 
Uie starboard side of their whole line, within Half 
^n shot distance, full into the bows of our van 
ships. It was received in silence : tfce naen on 
board ‘every ship were employed aloft in furlii^ 
sails, and below in tending the braces, and msdjfiiig 
ready for anchoring. A miserable sight for the 
French; who, with all their skill, and all tlieir 
courage, and all their advantages of numbers and 
situation, were upon that element, on which, when 
the hour of trial comes, a Frenchman has no hope. 
Admiral Brueys was a brave and able man ; yet 
the indelible character of his country broke out. in 
oiie of his letters, wherein he delivered it as his 
private opinion, that the English had missed him, 
because, not being superior in force, they did not 
think it prudent to try their strength with him. — 
The moment w'as now come in which he was to be 
undeceived. 

A French brig was instructed to decoy the Eng- 
lish, by manoeuvring so as to tempt them tow^ard a 
; Hihpal lying off the island of Bckier ; but Nelson 
either knew' the danger, or suspected some deceit ; 
and the lure was imauccessfid. Capt. Foley led 
the way in the Goliath, out-sailing the Zealous, 
which for some minutes disputed this post of honmir/. 
' l^im. He had long conceived that if the 
&rc moored in line of battle in witli the 
^best plan of attack would be, to lead 
fiem arul the shore, because the French 
that side were not likely to be manned, n 
ready for action. Intending, therefore, to 
self on the inner bow of the Guerriery he 
nggir citjie edge of the bank as the depth 
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iimtild admit; but his anchor hung, and having^ 
opened his fire, he drifted to the second ship, the" 
€k)nquerant, before it was clear; then anchored by 
the stem, inside of her, and in ten minutes shot 
e^way her mast. Hood, in the Zealous, perceiving 
took the station which the Goliath intendecl 
whave occupied, and totally disabled the Guerrier 
in twelve minutes. The third ship which doubled 
the enemy’s van was the Orion, Sir J. Saumarez; 
she passeckto windward of the Zealous, and opened 
her larboartl guns as long as they bore on the 
Guerrier ; then passing inside the Goliath, sunk a 
frigate which annoyed her, hauled round toward 
the J:^>ench line, and anchoring inside, between the 
fifth and sixth ships from the Guerrier^ took her 
station on the larboard bow of the Franklin^ and 
the quarter of the Peuple Souverain, receiving and 
returning the fire of both. The sun was now 
nearly down. The Audacious, Capt. Gould, pour- 
ing a heavy fire into the Guerrier and the Couque- 
rant, fixed herself on the larboard bow of the 
latter; and when that ship struck, passed on to 
the Peuple Souverain, The Tlieseus, Capt, Miller, 
followetl, brought down the Guerrier s remaining 
main and mizen masts, then anchored inside of the 
Spartiate, the third in the French line. 

While these advanced ships doubled the French 
line, the Vanguard was the first that anchored on 
the outer side of the enemy, within half-pistol-shot 
of their third ship, the Spartiate, Nelson had six 
colours flying in different parts of his rigging, lest 
they should be shot aw’ay;— that they shoidd be 
struck, no British admiral considers as a possibility. 
He veered half a cable, and instantly opened a 
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tremendous fire; under cover of which the other 
four ships of his division, the Minotaur, Bellero- 
plion, Defence, and Majestic, sailed on ahead of 
the admiral. In a few minutes, every man sta- 
tioned Ut the first six guns in the fore part of j 
V^auguard’s deck was killed or wounded : 
guns were three times cleared. Capt. Louis,^ 
the Minotaur, anchored next ahead, and topk^c 
the fire of the Aqidlon^ the fourtli in the 
line. The Belleroplioii, Capt. Darby, passed 
and dropt her stern anchor on the starboard 
the Orient, seventh in the line, Brueys’ o^ 
of one hundred and tw enty guns, w hose difference 
of foKe w’as in proportion of more than seven .40 
three, and wliose weight of ball, from the lowef 
dock alone, exceeded that from the whole broadside 
of tiu? Dellerophon. (’apt. Peyton, in the Defence, 
took his station ahead of the Minotaur, and engagecl 
the Franklin, the sixth in the line; by which judi- 
cious movement the British line remained unbroken. 
'['he Majestic', Capt. Westcott, got witanglecl with 
the main rigging of one of the French ships astern 
of the Orient, and suffered dreadfully from that 
three-decker’s fire : but she swung clear, and close- 
ly engaging the Heureux, the ninth ship on the 
starboard bow’, received also the fire of the Tonnant, 
kh was the eighth in the line. The other four 

Ips of the British squadron, having been detached 
Drevious to the discovery of the French, were at a 
co!isiderahIe distance when the action began. It 
commenced at half after six ; about seven, night 
closed, and there was no other light than that from 
tlu* fire f)f the contending fleets. 

Trowbridge, in the Ciulloden/: then foreniosrt of 
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the remaining ships, was two leagues astern. He 
came on soundkig, as the others had done : as he 
advanced, the increasing darkness increased the 
difficulty rjf the navigation; and suddenly, after 
having found eleven fathoms water, before the lead 
could be hove again, he was fust aground; nor 
cotild all his own exertions, joined to those of the 
Leander and the Mutine brig, which came to his 
assistarw^e, get him off in time to bear a part in the 
action. His ship, however, served as a beacon to 
the Alexander and Swift^ure, which vvoiikl else, 
ftom the course which they were liolding, have 
gone considerably farther on tlie reef, and must 
inevjtably have been lost. These ships entered the 
bay, and took their stations, in the darkness, in a 
manner still spoken of with admiration by all who 
remembered it. Capt. Hallovvell, in the Swiftsure, 
as he was bearing down, fell in with w'hat seemed 
to be a strange sail ; Nelson had directed his ships 
to hoist four lights horizontally at the mizen-peak, 
as soon as it became dark ; and this vessel had no 
such distinction. Hallowell, how^ever, with great 
judgment, onlerod his men not to fire : if she was 
an enemy, he said, she was in too disabled a state to 
escape; but, from her sails being loose, and the 
way in which her head was, it was probable she 
might be an j^glish ship. It was the Belleiophon, 
overpoweretM&fthe huge Orient : her lights had 
gone overh^|fl|j|ncarly two hundred of her crew 
were killei tt||Kunded, all her masts and cables 
had been sli3Bvay ; and she was drifting out of 
the line, towS^the lee side of the bay. Her sta- 
tion, at this hn]K)rtant time, was occupied by the 
Swiftsure, which opened a steady fire on the (juar- 
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ter of tlie Franklin, and the bows of the Freneil 
admiral. At the same instant, Capt. BifU, withr^the 
Alexander, passed under his stern, aritlv anchored 
witliin side on his larboard quarter, r^^.king him, 
and keeping up a severe fire of miisquetry upof| 
his decks. The last ship which arrived to cdifi^- 
plete the destruction of the enemy was the Leander. 
Capt. Thompson, finding that nothing could be 
done that night to get off the Culloden, advan^lid 
with the intention of anchoring athwar£-hawse«f>f 
the Orient, The Franklin was so near her ahead, 
that there was not room for him to pass clear of 
the two ; he therefore took his station athwart- 
hawse of the latter, in such a jKisition as to rake 

lX)th. 

The two first ships of the French line had been 
dismasted within a quarter of an hour after the 
commencement of the action ; and the ‘'others had 
in that time suffered so severely, that vi(;tory was 
already certain. The third, fourth, and fifth, were 
taken possession of at half past eight. Meantime 
Nelson received a severe wound on the head from a 
piece of langridge shot. Capt. Berry caught him 
in his arms as he w as falling. The great effusion 
of blood occasioned an apprehension that the w^Ad 
was mortal : Nelson himself thou^t so . a 
fiap of the skin of the forehead thff^^pfiev 
had fallen over one eye : and th^onif ^being^^^^ , 

lie was in total darkness. was carried 

down, the surgeon, — in the a scend^f: 

scarcely to be conceived by th oi p fa^ o have nlive? ' 
seen a cockpit in time of action, the heroism 
whicli is displayed amid its horrors, — w’ith a na- 
tural and pardonable eagerness, quitted the poor 
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fellow then under his hands, that he might instantl^f , 
attend the admiral. “ No said Nelson, “ I will 
take my turn with my brave fellows.'^ Nor would 
he suffer hif own wound to be examined till every 
man who had been previously wounded was pro- 
perly attended to. Fully believing that the wound 
was mortal, and that he was about to die, as he had 
ever desired, in battle and in victory, he called the 
chaplaini) and desired him to deliver what he sup- 
})Osed to be his dying remembrance to Lady Nelson : 
he then sent for Capt. Louis on board from the 
Minotaur, that he might thank him personally for 
the great assistance which he had rendered to the 
Vanjjuard ; and ever mindful of those who deserved 
to be his fiicnds, appointed Capt. Hardy from the 
brig to the command of his own ship, Capt. Berry 
having to go home with the news of the victory. 
When the surgeon came in due time to examine his 
wound, (for it was in vain to entreat him to let it 
be examined sooner,) the most anxious silence pre- 
vailed; and the joy of the wounded men, and of 
the whole crew, when they heard that the hurt was 
merely superficial, gave Nelson deeper pleasure, 
than the unexpected assurance that his life Avas in 
no danger. Tlie surgeon recjuested, and as far as 
lie couldi^.QB^red him to remain quiet ; but Nelson 
could iK^t^Wwit. He called for his secretary, Mr. 
Campbell, to write the de.spatohes. Campbell had 
liimsclf been wounded ; and was so affected at tire 
blind and siitlering state of the admiral, that lu' 
was unable to write. The chaplain was then sent 
for; but, before he came. Nelson, Avith his charac- 
t(‘ristic eagerness, took the pen, and contrived io 
trace a few words, marking his devout sensi' of the 



LIFE or XFXSOV. 


\ry2 


[179B. 


, Sticooss which hud ulrcady been obtained. He was 
now left alone ; when suddenly a cry was heard on 
the deck, that the Orient was on fire. In the «)n- 
fusion, he found his way up, unassistef?i and ufino- 
ticed ; and, to the astonishment of every one. 
appeared on the quarter-deck, where he immedi- 
ately gave order that boats should be sent to the 
relief of the enemy. 

It was soon after nine that the fire on hoard the 
Orient broke out. Briieys was dea<^. : he had 
received three wounds, yet w’ould not leave his 
post : a fourth cut him almost in two. fie de- 
sired not to be carried bedow, but to be left to die 
upon deck. The flames soon mastered his ship. 
Her sides had just been ])aiuted ; and the oil-jars, 
anrl paint-bucket, w'crc lying on the poop. By 
tlie prodigious light of this conflagration, the situa- 
tion of tlic two fleets could now he perceived, the 
colours of both being clearly distinguishal>lc. 
About ten o'clock the ship blew uj), wdtli a shock 
which was felt to the very bottom of every vessel. 
Many of her officers and men jumped overboard, 
some clinging to the spars and pieces of wreck 
with which tlic sea was strcwai, others swimming to 
escape from the destruction which they momently 
dreaded. Some were picked up by our boats ; 
and some even in the heat and fury of.Hbe action 
were dragged into the lower ports of the nearest 
British ships by the British sailors. The greuh i 
part of her crew^ however, .stood the danger till the 
last, and continued to fire from the lower deck. 
This tremendous explosion was followed by a sileiu’(' 
not less awful ; the firing immediately ci'ascd on 
lK>th .ddcs ; and the first ^ound vvhicli br(»kc tlic 
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silence, was the dash of her shattered masts and 
yards, fiilling into the w&iter from the vast height * 
to which they had been exploded. It is upon re- 
cord, that a battle between two armies was once 
broken off an earthquake ; — such an event would 
be felt like a miracle ; but no incident in war, pro- 
duced by human means, has ever equalled the 
sublimity of this co-instantaneous pause, and all 
its circuyistances. 

About seventy of the Orient s crew were saved 
by the English boats. Among the many hundreds 
who perished, were the Commodore, (/asa-Bianca, 
and his son, a brave boy, only ten yi?ars old. They 
were seen floating on a shattered mast when the 
ship •blew up. She had money on board (tin* 
plunder of Malta) to the amount of £()00,00l) ster- 
ling, The masses of burning wreck, whi(‘h were 
scattered by the explosion, excited for some mo- 
ments apprehensions in the English winc'h they 
had never ielt from any other danger. Two large 
pieces fcdl into the main and fore-tops of the Swift- 
sure wiihout injuring any person. A port tire also 
fell iiill: the main-royal of the Alexander ; the fire 
wliieh it occasioned was speedily extinguished. 
C'apt. Ball had provided, as far as human foresight 
could provide, against any such danger. All the 
slirouds and sails of his ship, not absolutely neces- 
sary for its immediate managemeut, were tho- 
rou^ly wetted, and so rolled iq), that they won^ 
as liaRl and as little inflammable as so many solid 
cylinders. 

The firing recommenced with the ships to lee- 
ward of the centre, and continued till about three 
At day-break, the Guillaume Tell, and the Gaic- 
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reuXj the two rear ships of the enemy, were the 
only French ships of the line which had their co- 
lours flying : tliey cut their cables in the forenoon, 
not having been engaged, and stood out to sea, 
and two frigates with them. The Zcaldus pursued ; 
but as there was no other ship in a condition to 
support Capt. Hood, he was recalled. It was ge- 
nerally believed by the olHcers, that if Nelson had 
not been w'oimded, not one of these ships could have 
escaped : the four certainly could not, if the Cul- 
lodcn had got into action: and if the frigates be- 
longing to the squadron had been present, not one 
of the enemy’s fleet w'ould have left Aboukir Bay. 
These four vessels, how^ever, were all that escaped ; 
and the victory was the most complete and glorious 
in the annals of naval history. “ Victory,” said 
Nelson, is not a name strong enough for such a 
scene;” he called it a conquest. Of thirteen sail 
of the line nine were taken and two l)urnL: of the 
four frigates, one w'as sunk, another, the Artemise, 
w^as burnt in a villanous manner by her captain, 
M. Estandlet, who having fired a broadside at the 
Theseus, struck his colours, then set firo to the 
ship, and escaped with most of his crew to shore. 
The British loss, in killed and wounded, amounted 
ro eight hundred and ninety- five. Westcott was 
the only captain who fell ; three thousand one 
hundretl and five of the Fren<’h, including the 
wounded, were sent on shore by cartel, and fiv(‘ 
thousand two hundred and twenty-five perished. 

As soon as the (’onqnest was completed, Nelson 
sent orders through the fleet, to return thanks- 
giving in every ship for the victory with which 
Almighty God had blessed his majesty's iirnts. 



LIFE OF NELSON. 


157 


1798 .] 

The French at Rosetta, who with miserable fear • 
beheld the engagement, were at a loss to under- 
stand the stillness of the fleet during the perform- 
ance of thi.n» solemn duty ; but it seemed to aflcct 
many of the prisoners, officers as well as meii : and 
graceless and godless as the officers were, some of 
them remarked, that it was no wonder such order 
was pn^scrved in the British navy, when the minds 
of our ifien could be impressed with such senti- 
ments after*so great a victory, and at a moment of 
such confusion. — ^The hVench at Rosetta, seeing 
tlieir four ships sail out of the bay unmolested, 
endeavoured to persuade themselves that they were 
in possession of the place of battle. But it was in 
vain thus to attianpt, against their own secret and 
(*eitain conviction, to deceive; themselves : and even 
,if they could have succeeded in this, the bonfires 
which the Arabs kindled along the whole coast, 
and ov(;r the country, for three following nights, 
would soon have undeceived them. Thousands 
of Arabs and Egyptians lined the shore, and co- 
vered the house tops during the action, rejoicing 
in the destruction which had overtaken their inva- 
ders. Bong after the battle, innumerable bodies 
were seen floating alxuit the bay, in spite of all 
the exertions which vvere made to sink them, as 
well from fear of p(;.stilence, as from tht' loathing 
and horror which the sight occasionetl. Great 
inunbers were cast up upon the Isle of Bokicr 
(Nelson’s Island, as it has since been called,) and 
our sailors raised mounds of sand over them. F.vcn 
after an interval of nearly three years Dr. Clarke 
. saw them, and assisted in interring heaps of hu- 
man bodies, which having been thrown up by the soa. 

* R 
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where there were no jackals to devour them, prc* 
sented a sight loathsome to humanity. The shore, 
for an extent of four leagues, was covered with 
wreck ; and tlic Arabs found employme^it for many 
days in burning on the beach the fragments whicli 
were cast up, for the sake of the iron."*^ Part of 
the Oricnfs main-mast was picked up by the 
Swiftsure. Capt. Hallowell ordered his carpenter 
to make a coffin of it ; the iron, as well 'as wood 
was taken from tlic wreck of the same ship : it wtis 
finished as well and handsomely as the workmarrs 
skill and materials would permit; and Hallowell 
then sent it to the admiral with the following letter. 
— Sir, I have, taken the liberty of presenting you 
a coffin made from the inain^mast of V Orient^ that 
when you liave finished your military career in th|| 
world, you may l)o buried in one of your trophieft 
But that that period may be far distant, is the eavi, 
nest wish of your sincere friend, Benjamin Hallo- 
well.” — An ofieriiig so strange, and yet so snittd 
to the occasion, \vas received by Nelson in tll^ 
spirit with which it was sent. As if he felt it good 
for him, now that he was at the summit of his 
wi.shes, to have deatli Iwiforc his eyes, he ordered 
the coffin to he placed upright in his cabin. Such 
a piece of furniture, however, was more suitable to 
his own feelings than to those, of his guests and 
attendants ; and an old favourite servant entreated 
him so earnestly to let it be removed, that at length 

* During his long subsequent cruize off Alexandria, Capt. 
llallowell kent liis crew employed and amused in lisbing up 
die sfnall ancliors in the road, which, with the iron found on tlic 
rnas^^s, was afterwards sold at Ilhodes, and the produce applied 
10 purchase vegetables and tobacco for tbe ship’s company. 
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he consented to have the coffin carried below ; but, 
he j^ave strict orders that it should be safely stowed, 
and reserved for the purpose for which its brave 
and worthy, donor had designed it. 

The victory was complete ; but Nelson could 
not pursue it as he would have done, for want of 
means. Had he been provided with small (!ralt, 
nothing could have prevented tlie destruction of 
the stor««ships and transports in the port of Alex- 
andria ; four bomb-vessels would at that time have 
burnt the whole in a few hours. “ Were 1 to die 
this moment,” said be in his despatches to the ad- 
miralty, “ want of J'rigates would be found stamped 
on my heart ! No words of mine can express what 
I hSve suftered, and am suffering, for want of 
them.” He had also to bear up against great 
bodily suffering: the blow had so shaken his head, 
tliiit from its constant and violent aching, and the 
(]iCirpetual sickness which accompanied the pain, he 
cqijild scarcely persuade himself that the skull was 
not fractured. Had it not been for Trowbridge, 
BaU, Hood, and Hallowell, he declared that he 
should have sunk under the fatigue of refitting the 
sfpiadron. “ All,” he said, “ had done well ; but 
these officers were his supporters.” But, amidst 
Ins sufferings and exertions. Nelson could yet think 
of all tlie consequences of his victory ; and lliat no 
advantage from it might be lost, he despatched an 
officer over land to India, with letters to the gover- 
nor of Bombay, informing him of the arrival of the 
French in Egypt, the total destruction of their fleet, 
and the consequent preservation of India from any 
attempt against it on the part of this formidable 
armament. ‘‘ He knew that Bornbav,” he said. 



160 LIF&OF NELSON'. [1798 

^/‘was their first object, if* they could get tliere ; 
but he trusted that Almighty God would overthrow 
ill Egypt these pests of the human race. Buona- 
parte had never yet had to contend witl^.an English 
officer, and he would endeavour to make him res- 
pect us.” This despatch he sent upon his own 
responsibility, with letters of credit upon the East 
India Company, addressed to the British consuls, 
vice-consuls, and merchants on his route Nelson 
saying, “ that if he had done wrong, hy hoped the 
liills would be paid, and he would repay the Com- 
pany : for, as an Englishman, he should be proud 
that it had been in his power to put our settlements 
on their guard.” The information which by this 
means reached India was of great importance. Or- 
ders had just ])een received for defensive prepara- 
tions, upon a scale projKirtionate to the apprehended 
danger; and the extraordinary expenses which would 
othdrwise have been incurred, were thus jnevented. 

Nelson was now at the summit of glory : con- 
gratulations, rewards, and honours were showered 
upon him by all the states, and princes, and powers 
to whom his victory gave a respite. The first com- 
munication of this nature which he received was 
from the Turkish sultan; who, as soon as the in- 
vasion of Egypt was known, had called upon “all 
true lielievcrs to take arms against those swinisli 
infidels the French, that they might deliver those 
blessed habitations from their accursed hands;” 
and who had ordered his “ pashas to turn night 
into day in their efforts to take vengeance.” The 
present of “ his imperial majesty, the powerful, for- 
midable, and most magnificent Grand Seignior,” 
was a nelisse of sables, with broad sleeves, valued 
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at fivfe thousand dollars ; and a diamond aigrette*, 
valued at eighteen thousand : the most honourable 
badge among the Turks ; and in this instance moi’e 
especially lY)nourahle, because it was taken from 
one of the royal Uirbans. “ If it were worth' a mil- 
lion/’ said Nelson to his wife, “ my pleasure would 
be to see it in your possession.” The sultan also 
sent, in a spirit worthy of imitation, a purse of two 
thousand sequins, to be distributed among the 
w'oundcd. ,The motlier of the sultan sent liim a 
lx)x, set with diamonds, valued at one thousand 
pounds, 'fhe czar Paul, in whom the better part 
of his strangely compounded nature at this time 
predominated, presented him with his portrait, set 
in dfamonds, in a gold box, accompanied with a 
letter of congratulation, written by his own hand. 
The king of Sardinia also wrote to him, and sent a 
gold box, set with diamonds. Honours in profusion 
were awaiting him at Naples. In his own country 
the king granted these honourable augmentations 
to his armorial ensign ; a chief undulated, argent ; 
thereon waves of the sea ; from which a palm tree 
issuant, between a disabled ship on the dexter, and 
a ruinou« -battery on the sinister, all proper: and 
for his csiifvt, on a naval crown, or, the chelengk, 
or pi untie, pl’esented to him by the Turk, with the 
motto, Palmam qui inei'uit ferat* And to his 

* It has bc-t!n enoncously said that the motto was selected 
by the King: — it was tixed on by Lord Grenville, and taken 
from an ode of Jortiii's. The application was singularly fortu- 
nate ; and the ode itself breatlies a spirit, in winch no man 
ever more truly sympathized than Nelson : 

Voncurranl juiribua cum ratihus rates, 

Sjiectent numina jwntif et 
Pulmam qui mei'uit jh'al. 
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"supporters, being a sailor on the dexter, and a lion 
on the sinister, were given these honourable aug- 
mentations : a palm branch in the sailor’s hand, 
and another in the paw ot‘ the lion, \KJth proper; 
with a tri-coloured flag and staft* in the lion’s mouth, 
lie was created Baron Nelson of the Nile, and of 
Burnham Thorpe, with a pension of £2000 for his 
own life, and those of Ins two immediate siu;cessors. 
When the grant was moved in the houso of com- 
mons, General Walpole expressed an qpinion, that 
a higher degree of rank ought to be conferred. 
Mr. Pitt made answer, that he thought it needless 
to enter into that rpiestion. Admiral Nelson’s 
fame,” he said, “ would be coecpial with the British 
name; and it would be remembtned that hi. had 
obtained the greatest naval victory on record, whoi 
no man would think of asking, \Vhether he had 
been created a baron, a viscount, or an earl It 
was strange that, in the very act of conferring 
title, the minister should have excused himself for 
not having conferred a higher one, by representing 
all titles, on such an occasion, as nugatory and: 
superfluous. True, indeed, whatever title had been 
l>estowed, w^hether viscount, earl, marquis, duke, 
or prince, if (mr laws had so permitted, he who 
received it w'ould have been Nelson still. Tluit 
name he had ennobled beyond all addition of no- 
bility : it was the name by which England loved 
him, France feared him, Italy, Egypt, and Turkey 
celebrated him ; and by which he w’ill continue to 
be known while the present kingdoms and languages 
of the w'orld endure, and as long as their history 
after them shall be held in remembrance. It de- 
pended upon the degree of rank what should be the 



LIFE OF NFLSOX. 


1798.] 


16;^ 


fashion of his coronet, in what page of the red book’ 
his name was to be inserted, and what precedency 
shoidd be allowed his lady in the drawing-room 
and at the That Nelson’s honours were af- 

fected' thus far, and no farther, might be conceded 
to Mr. Pitt and his colleagues in administration : 
but the degree of rank which they thought proper 
to allot, was the measure of their gratitude,'^ though 
not of hi.t services. This Nelson felt ; and this he 
expressed, with indignation, among his friends. 

Whatever may have been the motives of the 
ministry, and whatever the formalities with which 
they excused their conduct to themselves, the im- 
portjyice and magnitude of the victory wore univer- 
sally acknowledged. A grant of .£10,000 was 
voted to Nelson by the East India Company ; the 
Turkish Company presented him with a piece of 
plate ; the City of I/)ndon presented a sword to 
him, and to each of his captains ; gold medals were 
distributed to the captains, and the first lieutenants 


* jNlr. Windham must be excepted from this well-deserved 
censuri,^. lie, whose fate it seems to have been almost always 
to thinkj'atid feel more generously tlian those with whom he 
acted, d^rtaved, when he contended against his own party for 
J.ord WttlUhgton’s peerage, that he always thought Lord Nel- 
.‘500 had been- inadequately rewarded. 'I'he case rvas tlie more 
flagrant, because an earldom had so lately been granted for the 
hattlc of St. Vincent's ; an action which could never be com- 
pared with the. battle of the Nile, if the very different manner 
in which it was rewarded did not necessarily force a comparison ; 
especially when the part which Nelson bore in it was consider- 
ed. — l.ords Duncan and St. \'inccnt had each a pension of 
flOOO from the Irish government. This was not granted to 
Nelson, in consequence of the Union ; though, surely, it would 
be more becoming to increase the British grant, than to saw a 
thousand a year li^ the Union in such cases. ^ 
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of all the ships were promoted, as had been done 
after Lord Howe’s victory. Nelson was exceedingly 
anxious that the captain and first lieutenant of the 
Culloden should not be passed over^ because of 
their misfortune. To Trowbridge himself he said, 

“ Let us rejoice that the ship which got on shore 
was commanded by an officer whose character is so 
thoroughly t-stablished.” To the admiralty he stated, 
that Capt. Trowbridge’s conduct was as fedly enti- 
tled to praise as that of any one ofiicer in the 
squadron, and as highly deserving of rewanl. “ It 
was 'IVowbridge,” said he, “ who ecpiipped the 
squadron so soon at Syracuse : it was Trowbridge 
who exerted himself for me after tlu‘ action : it 
was Trowbridge who saved th(^ Culloden, when 
none that I know in the service -^w’di Id have 
tempted it.” The gold medal, therefore, by 
king’s express desire, was given to Capt. Trowbridge- 
for his services both before and since, and for the;*t 
great and wonderful exertion which ho made at the 
time of the action, in saving and getting oft' his 
ship.” The private letter from the admiralty to 
Nelson informed him, that the first licutenjjjints of 
all the shij)s cnfjaffed w^re to be promoted. Nelson 
instantly wrote to the commander-in-chief, — “ f 
sincerely hope,” said he, “ this is not intended to 
exclude the first liecitenant of the Culloden. — For 
Heaven’s .sake, — for my sake, — if it be .so, get h 
altered. Our dear friend Trowbridgi* has endured 
enough. His sufferings were, in every res|K‘Ct. 
more than any of us.” To the admiralty he wrote 
in terms equally warm. “ I hope, and believe, the 
word c.tKjcujed is not intended to exclude the Cullo- 
den. The merit of that ship, and her gallant cfip- 
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tain, are too well known to benefit by any thing I ' 
could say. Her misfortune was great in getting a- 
ground, while her more fortunate companions were 
in the full tirje of happiness. No; I am confident 
that my good Lord Spencer will never add misery 
to misfortune. Capt. Trowbridge on shore is su- 
perior to captains afloat : in the midst of his great 
misfortunes he made those signals which prevented 
certainly ^le Alexander and Swiftsure from running 
on the shoalf . I beg your pardon for writing on a 
l^bject which, 1 verily believe, has never entered 
^)ur lordship’s head ; but my heart, as it ought to 
be, is warm to my gallant friends.” Thus feelingly 
alive was Nelson to the claims, and interests, and 
feelings of others. The admiralty replied, that the 
exception was necessary, as the ship had not been 
inaction; but they desired the commander- in-chief 
to promote the lieutenant upon the first vacancy 
wbj^ should occur. 

Nelson, in remembrance of an old and uninter- 
ruHid friendship, appointed Alexander Davison 
seJEe^ze agent for the captured ships : upon which 
Davison ordered medals to be struck in gold, for 
the captains; in silver, for the lieutenants and war- 
rant officers ; in gilt metal, for the petty officers ; 
and in copper, for the seamen and marines. The 
cost of this act of liberality amounted nearly to 
£2000. It is worthy of record on another account ; 
^for some of the g-ailant men, who received no 
other honorary badge of their conduct on that me- 
morable day, than this copper medal, from a private 
iadividiial, years afterwards, when they died upon 
a foreign station, made it their last request, that 
the medals might carefully be sent home to their 
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respective friends. — So sensible are brave men of 
honour, in whatever rank they may be placed. 

Three ol* the fri 2 ;ates, whose presence would have 
been so c'ssential ii few weeks sooner, joined the 
scpiadron on the twelfth day after the action. The 
fourth joined a few days after them. Nelson thus 
receivetl despatches, which reiuh'red it necessary 
for him to return to Naples. Before; lu; left Birypt 
he hiinit three of the prizes : they coukh not have 
been titted for a passa{;'e to Cxibraltar \u less than a 
month, and that at a threat expense, and witli the 
loss of th(' service of at k‘ast two sail of the line. 
“ I rest assured,” he said to the admiralty, that 
they will be paid for, and lum^ held out that aspi- 
ranee to the squadron. For if an admiral, liftcT a 
victory, is to look after the ea[)tured ships, ami i|ot 
to the distressing of the enemy, very dearly, indelKi, 
must the nation ])ay for the prizes. I trust 
t’GO,00() will be deemed a very moderaU; suitflTO* 
tiiem : ami when the services, time, and men, with 
the expense of fittini^ the three shi[)s for a voynu^c 
to Fn^'land, are considered, ^■overnmont will save 
nearly as much as they an; valued at. — Paying foi 
prizes,” he eoiitiiiued, is no mvv idea of mine, 
and would ol'ten j>rove an amaziup: saviujr to the 
state, even without takiiuj' into ealeulation what 
the nation loses by the attention of adnnrals to thr 
property of the captors; an vittention absolutely 
necessary, as a recompense for the exertions of the 
ofh(;ers and men. An admiral may be amply 
rewarded by his own feelings, and by the approba- 
tion of his sujK;riors ; but what reward have the 
inferior officers and men, but the value of the prizes i 
If an admiral takes that from tliem, on any consi- 
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(lenitioii, he cannot expect to be well supported.” 
To Earl St. A^incent he said, “If he could have*, 
been sure that j^overnment would have paid a rea- 
sonable value for them, he would have ordered two 
of the other'^)rizes to be burnt : for they would cost 
more in refitting, ai>d by the loss of ships attending 
them than they were worth.” 

Having sent the six remaining prizes forward, 
under Sir .lames Saumarez, Nelson left Capt. 
Hood, i?i tlie Zealous, off Alexandria, with tlie 
Swiftsure, fioliatli, Alomene, Zealous, and Emer- 
ald, and stood out to si a himself on the seven- 
teenth day after the battle.''' 

* ‘V^oine Frenc h ofK(?(irs, during the blockade of Alexandria, 
were sent off to ('apt. Iluilowt-li to otter a supply of vegela)>h's, 
and observe, of course, the state of the lilockading siiuadiou. 

received with all possible civility ; — in the coiiise 
<»f .cbUfveisation, after dinner, one of them remarked that uc 
I made use of unfair weapons during the action, by which, 
‘%lV, the Orient was burnt; and that (ieneial liiiona- 
had expressed great indignation at it. In proof of this 
assertion hestamd tl»at in the late guu-boat attacks, their camp 
had twice been set on hie by balls of unextinguishable inalu r 
wwch were fired from one of the English boats. (Vapt. Hallo- 
well instantly ordered the gunner to hiing up some of those balls, 
and asked him from whence he had them. To the <-oufuaion 
of the accusers lie related that they were found on board of the 
Spartiate, one of the ships captui-eil on the 1st of August ; as 
these balls were distinguished by particular marks, thougii, in 
other lespects alike, the captain ordered an experiment to be 
made, in order to* ascertain the nature of them. The next 
morning, says Sir. Willyaius, j accompanied IMr. Farr, the 
gunner, to the island ; the first we tried proved to be a fire-ball, 
but of what mateiials c^oinjKiscd we could not as(?ertain. As it 
did notex[)lo(lc .(which at first we apprehended), we rolU.^d it 
into the sea, where it continued to burn under water ; a black 
pitchy substance exuding from it till only an iron skeleton of a 
nliell remained, Tlic.^ule had been carefully crusted ovc; 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Kelson returns to Naples — State of that Court and Kingdtm — 
General Mack — The French approach Naples — Flight of the 
Boyal Family — Successes of the Allies in Italy — Trajisactiom 
in the Bay of Naples — Eipulsion tf the French from the Nea- 
jyolitan and Homan States — Nelson is made .Duke of Bnmte 
— //« leax es the Mediterranean and returns to England, 

Nelson’s health had suffered greatly While he was 
in the Agamemnon. “ My complaint," he said, 
“ is as if a girth were buckletl taut over mybreaftt; 
and my endeavour in the night is to get it loose." 
Aftm' the battle of Cape St. Vincent he f(.‘lt a tliuk 
rest to be so essential to his recovery, that he 1|p 
dared he would not continue to ser\ic longer dpan 
the ensuing summer, unless it should be absolutely 
necessary : for, in his own strong language, he hid 
then been four years and nine months without 
moment’s repose for body or mind. A few montlis’ 
intermission of lalK)ur he had obtained — not of rest, 
for it was purchased with the loss of a limb ; and 
the greater part of the time had been a season of 

with a substance that gave it the appearance of a perfe^ 

On setting fire to the fusee of the other, whicli was dW 
marked, it burst into many pieces : though somewhat/ 
fortunately none of ua were hurt. People account diflei BHy tfPr 
the fire that happened on board of the French admiifl^hul 
why may it not have arisen from some of these fire-balls left. 
peihapSj carelessly ou the poop, or cabin, when it first broke 
out ; and what confirms my opinion on tliis head is, that several 
pieces of such shells were found sticking in the Bellerophon, 
which she most probably received from the first fire of L’Onent/’ 
WillyamsU Voyage in the ^fediterranean, p. 145. 
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constant pain. As soon as his shattered frame haij 
sufficiently recovered for him to resume his duties,* 
he was called to services of greater importance than 
any on which h'e had hitlwirto been employed, and 
they brouglfi with them commensurate fatigue and 
care. The anxiety which he endured during his 
long pursuit of the enemy, was rather changed in 
its direction, than abated by their defeat ; and this 
constant w'akefulness of thought, added to the ef- 
fect of his^w'ound, and the exertions from which it 
was not possible for one of so ardent and wide- 
reaching a mind to sj)are himself, nearly proved 
fatal. On his way back to Italy he was seized with 
fever. For eighteen hours his life was despaired of; 
and^cven when the disorder took a tavourable turn, 
bhe was so far recovered as again to appear on 
*k, be himself thought that his end was approach- 
-such was the weakness to w^hich the fever 
and cough had reduced him. Writing to Earl St. 
Fincent, on the passage, he said to him, “ 1 never 
expect, my dear lord, to see your face again. It 
may please God that this will be the finish to that 
fcATr of anxiety which I have endured from the 
middle of June; but be that as it pleases his good- 
ness. I am resigned to his will/’ 

The kindest attentions of the w armest friendship 
were awaiting him at Naples. “ Come here,” said 
Sir William Hamilton, “ for God’s sake, my dear 
friend, as soon as the service will permit you. A 
pleasant apartment is ready for you in my house, 
and Emma is looking out for the softest pillows to 
repose the few wearied limbs you have left.” Happy 
would it have been for Nelson if w^arm and caiH'ful 
friendship had all that awaited him there ! 
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'He liimself saw at that time the character of the 
Neapolitan court, as it first struck an Englishman, 
ill its true light : and when he was on the way, he 
declarenl that he detested tlie voyage to .Naples, and 
that nothing but necessity could have forced him to 
it. But never was any hero, on his return from 
victory, welcomed with more heartfelt joy. Before 
the liattle of Aboukir the court of Naples had been 
trembling for its existence. The language which 
the directory held towards it, was well d^'seribed by 
Sir William Hamilton, as being exactly the lan- 
guage of a highwayman. The Nea])()litans wjjfe; 
told, that Benevento might be added to their 
minions, provided they would pay a large su®|' 
sufficient to satisfy the directory; and they were 
warned, that if the pro|)osal wen* refused, or even 
if there were any delay in acce])ting it, the Fretps|i 
would revolutionize all Italy. The* joy, therefoft^, 
of the court, at Nelson’s siktcss, was in proportion 
to the dismay from whii'h that success relieved 
them. The (pieen was a (laughter of Maria 'riieresa, 
and sister of Marie Antoinette. Had she been the 
wisest and gentlest of her sex, it would not have 
been possible for her to have regarded the French 
without hatred and horror: and the progress of 
revolutionary ojiinions, wdiile it perpetually reminded 
her of her sister’s fate, excited no unreasonable ap- 
prehensions fot her own. Her feelings, naturally 
ardent, and little accustomed to restraint, were ex- 
cited to tin* highest pitch when the news of th<' 
victory arrived. l.ady llamilton, her constant friend 
and fa you rite, who was present, says, “ It is not 
possible to desorilx* her transfiorts : she w’e])t, she 
kissed her liusband, her children, walked frantioly 
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about the room, burst into tears again, and agaiii 
kissed and embraced every person near her; ex-« 
claiming, ‘ O brave Nelson ! O Cxod ! bless and 
protect our brave deliverer ! O Nelson ! Nelson ! 
what do wc^not owe you ! O conqueror — saviour of 
Italy ! O that* my swoln heart could now tell him 
personally what we owe to him / ” She herself wrote 
to the Neapolitan ambassador at London upon the 
occasion, in terms which show the fulness of her 
joy, and t]ic height of the hopes which it had ex- 
cited. “ J wish 1 could give wings,” said she, 

“ jto the l)earer of the news, and, at the same time, 
to^iir most sincere, gratitude. The whole of tlu‘ 
s^-coastof Italy is saved; and this is owing alone 
to the generous English. This battle, or to speak 
more correctly, this total defeat of tl\e regicide 
squadron, was obtained by the valour of this brave 
admiral, seconded by a navy which is the terror of 
its enemies. The victory is so complete, that I can 
still scarcely helitwe it : and if it were not the 
brave English nation, which is accustomed to per- 
form |>rodigics hy sea, I could not persuade myself 
tliat it had happened. It woidd have moved yon 
to liave seen all iny children, hoys and girls, hang- 
ing on my jicck, and crying for joy at tlu' hap[)y 
news. — Recommend the hero to his master : he has 
filled tire whole of Italy with admiration of the 
English, (beat hopes were entertained of some 
advantages being gained by his bravery, but no 
one could loo^ for so total a destruction. All here 
arc drunk wij^Joy.” 

Such bcin^^he feelings of the royal family, it 
may well bc^^^osed with what delighL and with 
what honomyl^son would be welcomed. Early 
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(m the 22d of September, the poor wretched Van- 
' guard, as he called his shattered vessel, appeared 
in sight of Naples. The Culloden and Alexander 
had preceded her by some days, and given notice 
of her approach. Many hundred boats and barges 
were ready to go forth and me^t him, with music 
and streamers, and every demonstration of joy and 
triumph. Sir William and Lady Hamilton ledrtbo, 
way in their state barge. They had seei\ Ne^ji^ 
only for a few days, four years ago, but they-t^Pi 
perceived in him that heroic spirit whicli wsp 
so fully and gloriously manifested to IhiplMiM;. 
Emma Lady Hamilton, who from this B|h||& 
greatly influenced his future life, was 
whose personal accomplishments have seldom bea^li 
equalled, and whose powers of mind were not less 
fascinating than her person. She was passionately 
attached to the queen: and by her influence the 
British fleet had obtained those supplies at Syra- 
cuse, without which, Nelson always asserted, the 
battle of Aboidcir could not have been fought. 
During the long interval which passed before any 
tidings were received, her anxiety had been hardly 
less than that of Nelson himself, while pursuing 
an enemy of wliom he could obtain no informa- 
tion : and when the tidings were brought her by a 
jovful bearer, open-mouthed, its efthet w’as such, 
that she fell like one who had been shot. She and 
Sir William had literally been made ill by their 
hopes and fears, and joy at a catastrophe so far 
exceeding all that they had dared to hope for. 
Their admiration for the hero necessarily produced 
a degree of proportionate gratitude and aflecti(m ; 
and when tS'eir barge came alongside the Van- 



’ 1798 .] LIFE OF I^ELSON. 173 

guard, at the sight of Nelson, Lady Hamilton 
sprang up the ship’s side, and exclaiming, “ O 
God ! is it possible !” fell into his arms, move, he 
says, like one dead than alive. He described the 
meeting aS ‘‘ terribly affecting.” These friends 
had scarcely Vecpvered from their tears, when the 
king, who went out to meet him three leagues in 
the royal barge, came on board and took him by 
the hayd, calling him his deliverer and preserver ; 
from all Jthe boats around he was saluted with 
the same appellations; the multitude who sur- 
rounded him when he landed, repeated the same 
enthusiastic cries; and the lazzaroni displayed 
^their joy by holding up birds in cages, and giving 
dkrtn their liberty as he passed. 

His birth-day, which occurred a week after his 
arrival, w’as celebrated with one of the most splen- 
did fetes ever beheld at Naples. But, notwith- 
standing the splendour wdth which he was encir- 
cled, and the flattering honours with which all 
ranks welcomed him. Nelson was fully sensible of 
the depravity, as w^ell as weakness, of those by 
whom he was surrounded. “ What precious mo- 
ments,” said he, “ the courts of Naples and Vien- 
na are losing ! Three months would liberate Italy ! 
but this court is so enervated, that the happy mo- 
ment will be lost. I am very unwell ; and their 
miserable conduct is not likely to cool my irritable 
temper. It is a country of fiddlers and poets, 
whores and set^drels.” This sense of their ruin- 
ous weakness J^^lways retained ; nor w as he ever 
blind to the Silgled folly and treachery of the 
Neapolitan n^^^rs, and the complication of Ini- 
quities the country groaned: but ho 



i 7 4 T.l FE OF NELSON . [1798. 

insensibly, under the influence of Lady Hamilton, 
formed an aflection for the court, to whose mis- 
government the miserable condition of the country 
was so greatly to be imputed. By the kindness of 
her nature, as well as by her jittractiohs, she liad 
won his heart. Earl St. Vincen|;f writing to her at 
this time, says, “ Ten thousand most grateful 
thanks are due to your ladyship for restoring the 
health of our invaluable friend Nelson, o^i whose 
life the fate of the remaining governments in Eu- 
rope, whose system has not been derangi*d V)y these 
devils, depends. Fray do not let your fascinating 
Neapolitan dames approach too near him, for l]y 
is made of flesh and bloorl, and cannot resist tl| 
temptations.” But this was addressed to the 
person from whom he was in danger. 

The state of Naples may be described in . 
words. The king was one of the Spanish 
bons. As the Ln'sars have shown us to 
wickedness the moral nature of princes ma 
perverted, so in this family, tiui degradatjf 
which their intellectual nature can be reducec 
been not less eonspitmously evinced. Ferdinand, 
like the rest of his race, was passionately fond of 
field sports,* and cared for nothing else. His 

* Sir William Mamilton’s letters ^ive the history of one of 
this sovereign’s campaigns against tfie wolves and boats. 

Our tirst chase has not succeedtsl ; the king would direct 
how we should beat the wood, and began at the wrong end, by 
which the wolves and boars escaj)ed. The king’s face is very 
long at this moment, but, I dare say, to-morrow’s good sport 
will shorten it again.” — “ No sport again I lie has no othei 
comfort to-day, than having killed a wild Cat, and lus face is 
a yard long. However, his majesty has vowed vengeance on 
the boars to-morrow, and will go accortjij^ to his own fancy, 
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queen had all the vices of the house of Austriq, 
with little to mitigate, and nothing to ennoble them :• 
— provided she could have her pleasures, and tht? 
king his sports, they i‘arcd not in what inannoi 
the revenue'Vas raised or administered. Of courst^ 
a system of favouritism existed at court, and tht* 
vilest and most impudent corruption prevailed in 
every department of state, aiid in every branch of 
ad minisjf. ration, from the highest to the lowest. It 
is only tl^e institutions of ('hristianity, and the 
vicinity ol better regulated states, which j)revent 
kingdoms, under such circumstances of misrule, 
from sinking into a barbarism like that of Turkey. 
A sense of better things was kept alive in some of 
• 

.‘in<l 1 dure say there will he a tcrrilde shui^diU;i.” — “ To-day 
has been so thorougldy bad that we have not been able to stir 
out, and the king, of course, in bad humour.’’ — “ 'I'he king 
has killed twenty-oue boars to-day, ami is (juite happy.”. — 
** We have had a uiiserahle cold day, but good sport. 1 killed 
two boars and a <loe ; the king nineteen boais, two stags, two 
does, and a poir.npinc. lie is happy beyond expression.*' — 
“ Only think of his not being satislied with killing more than 
thirty jesteidav ! He said, if the wind had favoured him, he. 
.should have killed sixty at least.” — “ The king has killed 
eighty -one animals of one sort or other to-day, ami amongst 
them a wolf and some stags. IJc fell asleep in tljt* coatjh : 
and waking, told me fie had been dreaming of shooting. One 
uouhl ha\e tliouglit he had shed blood enough.” — “ It is a 
long-faced day with the king. We went far ; the weather w'as 
had ; and, after all, met with little or no game. Yesterday, 
wlieii wc brought home all we killed, it filled the house com- 
pletely, and to-day they are obliged to w hitewash the walls to 
take away the blood. There were more than four hundred 
boars, deer, stags ami all. To-morrow we are to have anothei 
slaugliter ; and not a wonl of reason or common sense do 1 
meet wdth the whole day, till 1 retire to my volumes of tlu. 
old Gentleman’s Magazine, which just keeps my mind fiom 
starving. 
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the Neapolitans by literature, and by their inter- 
course with happier countries. These persons na- 
turally looked to France, at the commencement of 
the revolution ; and, during all the horrors of that 
revolution, still cherished a hope, thatf by the aid 
of France, they might be enab^d to establish a 
new order of tilings in Naples. They were griev- 
ously mistaken in supposing that the princijiles of 
liberty would ever l^e supported by France, but 
they were not mistaken in believing that no govern- 
ment could be worse than their own ; and, the|^ 
fore, they considered any change as desirable. ^ 
this opinion men of the most different characl|pi 
agreed. Muiiy of the nobles, who were not in 
favour, wished for a revolution that they might*ob- 
tain the ascendency to whicli they thought them- 
selves etititled : men of desperate fortunes d€\sired 
it, in the hope of enriching themselves; knaves 
and intriguers sold themselves to the French, to 
])romote it; and a few enlightened men, and true 
lovers of their country, joined in the same cans(‘, 
from the purest and noblest motives. All these 
were confounded under the common name of Ja- 
cobins; and the Jacobins of the continental king- 
doms were regarded by the English with more hatred 
than they deserved. They were classed with Phi- 
lippe Egalite, Marat, and Hebert ; — whereas they 
deserved rather to be ranked, if not with Locke, 
and Sidney, and Russel, at least with Argyle and 
Monmouth, and those who, having the same object 
as the prime movers of our own revolution, failed 
in their premature, but not. unworthy attempt. 

No cinmmstances could be more upfavounible 
to the best interests of Europe, than ilkose which 
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placed England in strict alliance with the super- 
annuated and abominable governments of the con-* 
tinent. The subjects of those governments who 
wished for freedom, thus became enemies to Eng- 
land, and iupes and agents of France. They 
looked to thetr o|?n grinding grievances, and difi 
not see the danger with which the liberties of the 
world were threatened : England, on the other 
hand, saw the danger in its true magnitude, but 
was blind to these grievances, and found herself 
compelled* to support systems which had formerly 
been equally the object of her abhorrence and her 
con Mi npt. This was the state of Nelson’s mind : 
lie IRcw that there could be no peace for Europe 
till •the pride of France was humbled, and her 
stre^th broken; and he regarded all those who 
were ibe friends of France as traitors to the com- 
mon cause, as well as to their ow n individual sove- 
reigns. There are situations in which the most 
opposite and hostile parties may mean equally well, 
and yet act equally wrong. The court of Naples, 
unconscious of committing any crime by continuing 
the system of misrule to which they had succeeded, 
conceived that, in maintaining things as they were, 
they were maintaining their own rights, and pre- 
serving the people from sqph horrors as had been 
perpetrated in France. The Neapolitan revolu- 
tionists thought that, without a total change of 
system, any relief ftpm the present evils was im- 
possible, and they Sieved themselves justified in 
bringing about tha&hange by any means. Both 
parties knew that the fixed intention of the 

French to revolutidjMje Naples. The revolutionists 
supposed that it wal^pr the purpose of establishing 
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a tree government : the court, and all disinterested 
*i>crsons, were perfectly aware that the enemy had 
no other object than conquest and plunder. 

The battle of the Nile shook the power of Franco. 
Her most successful general, and her Snest army, 
were blocked up in Egypt, — hopeless, as it ap- 
]jeared, of return; and the government was in the 
hands of men without talents, without character, 
and divided among themselves. Austria, whom 
Buonaparte had terrified into a peace, at a time 
when constancy on her part would prooably have 
I(‘d to his destruction, look advantage of the crisis 
to renew the war. Russia also was preparii^ to 
enter the field with unbroken forces ; led ^ a 
general, whoisc extraordinary military genius wcadd 
liave entitled him to a high and honourable rank 
in history, if it had not been sullied by all the 
ferocity of a barbarian. Naples, seeing its destruc- 
tion at hand, and thinking that the only means of 
averting it was by meeting tin; danger, after long 
vacillations, which were produced by the fears and:^ 
weakness and treachery of its councii, agreed 
last to join this new co ilition with a numeri|j|il 
force of eighty thousand men. Nelson told the 
king, in plain terms, that he had his choice, either 
to advance, trusting tq^ God for his blessing on a 
just cause, and prepared to die sword in hand, — or 
to remain quiet, and be kicked out of his kingdom : 
— one of these things must happen. The king 
made answer, he would go on, and trust in God 
and Nelson; and Nelson, \yho would else have 
returned to Egypt, for the purpose of destroying 
the French shipping in Alexandria, gave up his 
intention at the desire of Ih^jpapoUtan court, and 
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resolved to remain on that station, in the hope that 
he might be useful to the movements of the army. 
He suspected also, with reason, that the continu- 
ance of his fleet was so earnestly requested, because 
the royal fjJinily thought their persons would be 
safer, in case oT aity mishap, under the British flag, 
than under their own. 

His first object was the recovery of Malta ; an 
island which the King of Naples pretended to claim. 
The Maltese, whom the villainous knights of their 
order had betrayed to France, had taken up arms 
against their rapacious invaders, with a spirit and 
unanimity worthy the highest praise. They block- 
aded the Froncli garrison by land, and a small 
squdTdron, under Capt. Ball, lu^gan to blockade 
them by sea, on the i‘2th of ()(‘tober. Twelve days 
afterward Nelson arrived, “ It is as 1 suspected,” 
he says: ** the ministers at Naples know uotliing 
of the situation of the island. Not a house or 
bastion of the town is in possession of the islanders : 
and the Marquis de Niza tells us, they want arms, 
victtials> and support. He does not krrow that any 
Nea^dfitan oflh'crs are in the island ; perhaps, til- 
though I have their names, none are arrived ; artd 
it is very certain, by the maniuis’s account, that 
no supplies have been sent by the governors of 
Syracuse or Messina.” The little island of (jo/o, 
dependent upon Malta, which had also been seized 
and garrisoned by the French, capitulated soon 
after his arrival, and was taken possession of by 
the British, in the name of his Sicilian Majesty, — 
a power who had no better claim to it than France. 
Having seen this eflected, and reinforced Capt. 
Ball, he left that able oflicer to perform a most 



180 


LIFE OF NELSON. 


[ 1798 . 

„drduous and important part, and returned himself 
to co-operate with the intended movements of the 
Neapolitans. 

General Mack was at the head of the Neapolitan 
troops : — all that is now doubtful coiScerning; this 
man is, whether he was a coward or a traitor : — at 
that time lie was assiduously extolled as a most 
consummate commander, to whom Europe might 
look for deliverance : and when he was int»*oduce<l 
by the king and queen to the British admiral, the 
queen said to him, “ Be to ns by land, general, 
what my hero Nelson has been by sea." Mack, 
on his part, did not fail to praise the force wl^h 
he was appointed to command : “It was," 

“ the finest army in Europe." Nelson 
him thgt there could not be finer men : bu^ien^ 
the general, at a review, so directed the operations 
of a mock fight, that, by an unhappy blunder, his 
own troops were surrounded instead of those of the 
enemy, he turned to his friends, and exclaimed, with 
bitterness, that the fellow did not understand his 
business. Another circumstance, not less charac- 
teristic, confirmed Nelson in his judgment. “ Ge- 
neral Mack," said he, in one of his letters, “ can- 
not move without five carriages ! I have formed my 
opinion. I heartily pray I may be mistaken." 

While Mack, at the head of thirty-two thousand 
men, marched into the Roman state, live thousand 
Neapolitans were embarked on board the British 
and Portuguese sejuadron, to take possession of Leg- 
horn, This was effected without opposition ; and 
the Grand Duke of Tuscany, who.se neutrality had 
been so outrageously violated by the French, was 
better satisfied with the measure thai» some of the 
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Neapolitans themselves. Naselli, their general, ’> 
refused to seize the French vessels at lighorn, 
because ho, and the Duke di Sangro, who was 
ambassador at the Tuscan court, maintained that 
the King of^^ples was not at war with France. 

What !” said Nelson, “ has not the king re- 
ceived, as a conquest made by him, the republican 
flag taken at Clozo ? Is not his own flag flying 
there, awl at Malta, not only by his permission, 
but by his*order? Is not his flag shot at every 
(lay by the French, and their shot returned from 
batteries which bear that flag? Are not two fri- 
gates and a corvette placed under my orders ready 
t^^ fight the French, meet them where, they may ? 

not the king sent publicly from Naples, guns, 
iMH:ar^i&c. with ofticers and artillery, against the 
; French in Malta ? If these acts are not tantamount 
4%any wTitteu paper, I give up all knowledge of 
is war.” This reasoning was of less avail 
than argument addressed to the general’s fears. — 
Nelson told him, that if he permitted the many 
hundred French who were then in the mole to re- 
main neutral, till they had a fair opportunity of 
l)eing active, they had one sure resource, if all 
other schemes failed, which was to set one vessel 
on Are ; the mole would be destroyed, probably tlie 
lown also; and the port ruined for twenty years. 
This representation made Naselli agree to the half 
measure of laying an embargo on the vessels ; — 
mnong them \ ^e a great number of French pii- 
.vateers, some which were of such force as to 
threaten the gflw^st mischief to our commerce, 
and about sevcMSsail of vessels belonging to the 
higurian reputilKifr^ ; Genoa was now called, laden 
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with corn, and ready to sail for Genoa and France ; 
where their arrival would have expedited tlie en- 
trance of more French troops into Italy. The 
general,” said Nelson, “ saw, I believe, the conse- 
quence of permitting these vessels ^to depart in the 
same light as myself: but there is this difference 
between us: he prudently, and certainly safely, 
waits the orders of his court, taking no responsibi- 
lity upon himself; I act from the circumrtances of 
the moment, as 1 feel may be most adva^itageous for 
the cause which I serve, taking all responsibility 
on myself.” It was in vain to hope for any thing 
vigorous or manly from such men as Nelson was 
compelled to act with. The crews of the French 
ships and their allies were ordered to depart m two 
days. , Four days elapsed, and nobody obeyed the 
order ; nor, in spite of the representations of 
British minister, Mr. Wyndham, were any means 
taken to enforce it : — the true Neapolitan shuffle, 
as Nelson called it, took place on all occasions. 
After an absence of ten days, he returned to Na- 
ples : and receiving intelligence there, from Mr. 
Wyndham, that the privateers were at last to be 
disarmed, the corn landed, and the crews sent away, 
he expressed his satisfaction at the news in charac- 
teristic language, saying, “ So far I am content. 
The enemy will be distressed ; and, thunk God, 1 
shall get no money. The world, 1 know, think 
that money is our god ; and now they will be un- 
deceived as far as relates to us. Down, down 
with the French! is my constant prayer.” 

Odes, sonnets, and congratu^^ry poems, of 
every description, were poured inlipon Nelson, on 
bis arrival at Naples. An Irish JFranciscan, wlio 
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was ono of the poets, not beingf content with pane- . 
gyric upon this occasion, ventured upon a flight 
of prophecy, and predicted, that Lord Nelson would 
take Rome with his ships. His todship re- 
minded M‘Cormick, that ships could not 

ascend the Tiber : but the father, who had pro- 
bably forgotten this circumstance, met the objec- 
tion with a bold front, and declared he saw that it 
would come to pass notwithstanding. Rejoicings 
of this kin4 were of short duration. The King of 
Naples was with the army which had entered Rome ; 
but the castle of St. Angelo was held by the French, 
and thirteen thousand French were strongly posted 
in the Roman states at Castallana. Mack had 
marcl^f^ against them w'ith twenty thousand men. 
Nelsowlftw that the event was doubtful ; — orj’ather 
that th<^ could be very little hope of the result. 
But the'iljimediate fate of Naples, as he well knew, 
hung u|i!jaiithe issue. “ If Mack is defeated,’’ said 
he, hi fourteen days this country is lost; for the 
empehil^as not yet moved his army, and Naples 
has not IBie power of resisting the enemy. It was 
not a case for choice, but of necessity, which in- 
duced the king to march out of his kingdom, and 
not wait till the French had collected a force sufti- 
cientto drive him out of it in a week.” He had no 
reliance upon the Neapolitan officers; w'ho, as he 
described them, seemed frightened at a drawn 
sword or a loaded gun ; and he was perfectly aware 
of the consequences which the sluggish movements 
and decoitful policy of the Austrians were likely to 
bring down upon themselves, and all their conti- 
nental allies. “ A war on the part of the 

emperor,” said byjj|Piting to the British minister 
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at Vicuna, ** will he destructive to this monarchy 
of Naples ; and, of course, to the newly-acquired 
dominions of the emperor in Italy. Had the war 
commenced in September or October^ all Italy 
would, at this moment, have been liberated. This 
month is worse than the last ; the next will render 
the contest doubtful ; and, in six months, when 
the Neapolitan republic will be organized, armed, 
and with its numerous resources called forth, the 
emperor will not only be defeated in Itoly, but will 
totter on his throne at Vienna. Down, down with 
the French ! ought to be written in the council- 
room of every country in the world : and may 
Almighty God give right thoughts to every sove- 
reign, is my constant prayer !” His perfect*fore 
sight of the immediate event was clearly shown in 
this letter, w'hen he desired the ambassador to 
assure the empress, {yuho was a daughter of the 
house of Naples) that, notwithstanding the councils 
which had shaken the thione of her father and 
mother, he would remain there, ready to save th 
persons, and her brothers and sisters ; and that 
had also left ships at l..(igUoni, to save the lives 
the grand duke and her sister: For all,” said he, 
“ must be a republie, if the emperor does not ac t 
with expedition and vigour.’* 

His fears were soon verified. '‘The Neapolitan 
ofhcer.s,” said Nelson, did not lose much honoui, 
for God knows they had not much to lose; hut 
tl'iCV lost all they had.” General St. Philip com 
mil^ded the right wing, of nineteen thousand nu m 
He fell in with three thousand of the enemy ; ami, 
a- soon as he came near enq^h, deserted to tlu na 
One of his men had virtue elfipjigh to level a rnus- 
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ket at him, and shot him through the arm; buf, 
the wound was not sufficient to prevent him from 
joining with the French in pursuit of his own coun- 
trymen. Cjjiiuon, tents, baggage, and military 
chest, wore all forsaken hy the runaways, though 
they lost only forty men : for the French, having 
put them to Hight, and got possession of every tiling, 
did not pursue an army of more than three times 
their owfi number. The main body of the Neapo- 
litans, under Mack, did not behave better. The 
king returned to Naples, where every day brouglit 
with it the tidings of some new' disgrace from the 
army, and the discovery of some new treachery at 
liome ; till, four days after bis return, the general 
sent him advice, that there was no prospect of 
stopping the progress of the enemy, and tjiat the 
royal family must look to their own personal safety. 

^ The state of the public miqkd at Naples was such, 
at this time, that neither the British minister, nor 
the British admiral, thought it prudent to appear at 
court. ;Their motions were watched ; and the re- 
volutiddists had even formed a plan for seizing and 
detailing them as hostages, to prevent any attack 
on the city after the French should have taken 
poss^B^bti of it. A letter, which Nelson addressed 
at this time to the first lord of the admiralty, shows 
in what manner he contemplated the possible issue 
of the storm. It was in these words : — “ My dear 
lord, There is an old saying, that when things are 
at the worst they must mend : — now the mind of 
man cannot fancy things worse than tViey are here. 
But., thank God ! my health is bett(T,my mind never 
firmer, and my heart in the right trim to comfort, 
relieve, and protect those whom it is my duty to 
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. afford assistance to. Pray, my loixl, assure onr 
g;racions sovereign, that, while I live, 1 will support 
his glory ; and that, if 1 fall, it shall be in a manner 
worthy of yoiir lordship's faithful /ind obliged 
Nelson. I must not write more. E^'ery word may 
be a text for a long letter." 

Meantime Lady Hamilton arranged every thing 
for the removal of the royal family. This was 
conducted, on her part, witli the grcat.est*addrcss, 
and without suspicion, because she hftd been in 
habits of constant correspondency with the queen. 
It was known, that the removal could not b(! 
effected without danger; for the mob, and espe- 
cially the lazzaroni, were attached to the ki;ig : 
and as, at this time, they felt a natural presump- 
tion in. their own numbers and strength, they in- 
sisted that he should not leave Naples. Several 
persons fell victims to their fury : among others 
was a messenger from Vienna, whose body was 
dragged tmder the windows of the palace m the 
king’s sight. The king and queen spoke to the 
mob. and pacified them ; but it would not have 
been safe, while they were in this agitated state, 
to have embarked the effects of the royal family 
openly. Lady Hamilton, like a heroine of modern 
romance, explored, with no little danger, a sub- 
terraneous passage, leading from the palace to the 
sea-side : through tlii.s passage, the royal treasures, 
the choicest pieces of painting and sculpture, and 
other property, to the amount of two millions and 
a half, \v(‘r(* conveyed to the shore, and stowed 
sidely on board th(‘ Knglish ships. On the night 
of the 21st, at half-past eight, Nelson landed, 
brought out the whole royal fhinily, embarked them 
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•ill three barges, and earned them safely, through 
tremendous sea, to the Vanguard. Notice was* 
then immediately given to the British merehants, 
that they would be received on board any ship in the 
^ ladron. ^l^eir property had previously been 
embarked in transports. Two days were passed 
in the bay, for the purpose of taking such persons 
on board as required an asylum ; and, on the night 
of the ‘2^d, the fleet sailed. The next day a more 
violent stogm arose than Nelson had ever btdbre 
encountered. On the 2.5th, the youngest of the 
princes was takeil ill, and died in Lady Hamilton’s 
arms. During this whole trying season, Lady 
Hamilton waited upon the royal family with the 
zea!*of the most devoted servant, at a time when, 
ex('ept one man, no person belonging to the court 
assisted 

On thflHbning of the 26th the royal flimily 
were lanSHt Palermo. It was soon seen that 
their fligli^lllfj not been premature. Prince Pig- 
natclli, iM ^y ad been left as vicar-general and 
viceroy 'SljP^Tders to defend the kingdom to the 
last rock in Calabria, sent plenipotentiaries to the 
French camp before Capua; and they, for the sake 
of saving the capital, signed an armistice, by which 
the greater part of the kingdom w as given up to 
the enemy : a cession that necessarily led to the 
loss of the whole. This was on the HUh of Ja- 
nuary. The French advanced towards Naples. 
Mack, under pretext of taking shelter from the 
fury of the lazzaroui, fled to the French general 
Championet, who sent him under aii escort to 
Milan : but, as France hoped for farther soi viccs 
from this wretched traitor, it was thought prudent 
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to treat him apparently as a prisoner of war. The 
Neapolitan army disappeared in a few days : of 
the men, some following their officers, deserted to 
tlie enemy : the greater part took the opportunity 
of disbanding themselves. The la^-i^aroni proved 
true to their country : they attacked the enemy’s 
advanced posts, drove them in, and were not dis- 
pirited by the murderous defeat which they suffered 
from the main body. Flying into the city, they 
continued to defend it, even after the Ifrench hud 
])lantod their artillerv in the principal streets. Had 
there been a man of genius to liave directed their 
enthusiasm, or had then? been any correspondent 
feelings in the higher ranks, Naples might have set 
a glorious exanijile to Europe, and have proved th(‘ 
grav(? of <fV(!ry Frenchman who entered it. J3utllie 
vices of the government had extinguished all other 
])atriotism than that of a rabble, *'9 t4ber 

\irtue than that sort of loyalty, vvbi(*|piis like die* 
fidelity of a dog to its master. TlW fidelity llie 
French and their arlherents counteracted by another 
kind of devotion ; the priests affirmedy^that St. ,1a- 
nuarius had declared in favour of the revolution. 
The miracle of his blood was performed with tlu‘ 
usual success, and more than usual clfect, on the 
very evening when, after two days of desperate 
fighting, the Fr<?iich obtained possession of Naples, 
A French guard of honour was stationed at liis 
church, ( hampioiiet gave, “ Respect for St. .)a- 
nuarius 1” as tin? word for the army; and the next 
day Tf Drum was sung by the archbishop, in tin 
cathedral ; and the inhabitants w'ore invited to at- 
tend th(? ceremony, and join in thanksgiving fci 
the glorious entry of the French ; who, it was sai‘1. 
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being under the peculiar protection of Providence 
had regenerated the Neapolitans, and were come t<j 
establish and consolidate their happiness. 

It seems to have been Nelson’s opinion, that the 
Austrian cab^^t regarded the conquest of Naples 
with complacency, and that its measures were di- 
rected so as designedly not to prevent the French 
from overrunning it. That cabinet was assuredly 
capable yf any folly and of any baseness : and it is 
not imprflb|ble that, at this time, calculating upon 
tlie success of the new coalition, it indulged a 
dream of adding extensively to its former Italian 
possessions; and, therefore, left the few remaining 
powers of Italy to be overthrown, as a means which 
wouW facilitate its own ambitious views. The King 
of Sardinia, iinding it impossible longer to ^endure 
tin; exactions of France, and the insults of the 
French cortunissary, went to Leghorn, embarked on 
board a Danish frigate, and sailed, under British 
protectaon, to Sardinia — that part of his dominions, 
which the maritime supremacy of England ren- 
dered a secure asylum. On his arrival he published 
a protest against the conduct of France; declaring, 
upon the faith and word of a king, that he had 
never infringed, even in the slightest degree, the 
treaties which he had made with the French re- 
public. Tuscany was soon occupied by French 
troops ; a fate which bolder policy might, perhaps, 
have failed to avert, but which its weak and timid 
neutrality rendered inevitable. Nelson began to 
tear even for Sicily. ‘‘ Oh, my dear sir,” said he, 
writing to Commodore Duckworth, “one thonsand 
English troops would save Messina, — and I fear 
f General Stuart cannot give me men to save this 
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,fi>ost important island!*' But liis representations 
were not lost upon Sir Charles Stuart : this ofiiccr 
hastened immediately from Minorca, with a thou- 
sand men, assisted in the measures of defence which 
were taken, and did not return befoj^^iie had satis- 
fied himself, that if the Neapolitans were excluded 
from the management of affairs, and the spirit of 
the peasantry properly directed, Sicily was safe. 
Before his coming, Nelson had offered tli^ king, if 
no resources should arrive, to defend ]\Je5sina with 
the ship’s company of an English man of war. 

Russia had now entered into the war. Corfu 
surrendered to a Russian and Turkish fleet, acting 
now, for the first time, in strange confederacy; yet 
against a power which was certainly the codimoii 
and wgrst enemy of both. Trowbridge having giyg 
up the blockade of Alexandria to Sir Sidney S, 
joined Nelson, bringing with him a conside 
addition of strength ; and in himself, what NelsoS 
valued more, a man, upon whose sagacity, indefa- 
tigable zeal, and inexhaustible resources, he could 
place full reliance, Trowbridge was intrusted to 
commence the operations against the French in the 
bay of Naples; — meantime Cardinal Ruflb, a man 
of questionable character, but of a temper fitted 
for such times, having landed in Calabria, rai^d 
what he called a Christian army, composed of thf 
best and the vilest materials; loyal peasantSji;*.^^, 
thusiastic priests and friars, galley slaves, the ettip^ 
tying of the jails, and banditti. The islands in the 
bay of Naples were joyfully delivered by the inha- 
bitants, who were in a state of famine already, 
from the effect of this baleful revolution. Trow- 
bridge distributed among them all his flour; and 
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Nelson pressed the Sicilian court incessantly for* 
supplies; telling them, that £10,000 given away 
in provisions, would, at this time, purchase a king^ 
(lorn. Money, he was told, they nad not to give ; 
and the wisd^ and integrity which might have 
g^plied its want, were not to be found. “ There 
is nothing,” said he, whi(‘h I propose, that is not 
as far as orders go, implicitly complied with : but 
the execiftion is dreadful, and almost makes me 
mad. My (iesire to serve their majesties faithfully, 
as is my duty, has been such, that I am almost 
blind and worn out; and cannot, in my present 
state, hold much longer.” 

Before any government can be overthrown by the 
consent of the people, the government must be in- 
tolerably opjprcssive, or the people thoroughly cor- 
rupted. Bad as the misrule at Naples had been, 
its conse<j€cnces had been felt far less there than in 
Sicily ; aaid the peasantry had that attachment to 
the soil, which gives birth to so many of the noblest, 
as well as of the happiest feelings. In all the 
islands the people were perfectly frantic with joy, 
when they saw the Neapolitan colours hoisted. At 
Procida, Trowbridge could not procure even a rag 
of the tri-coloured flag to lay at the king’s feet: — 
it was rent into ten thousand pieces by the inhabi- 
tants, and entirely destroyed. ‘‘ The horrid treat- 
ment of the French,” he said, “had made them 
mad.” It exasperated the ferocity of a character, 
which neither the laws nor the religion under which 
they lived tended to mitigate. Their hatred was 
especially directed against the Neapolitan revolu- 
tionists ; and the fishermen, in concert among 
themselves, chose^||ich his own victim, whom he 
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♦would stiletto when the day of vengeance should 
arrive. The head of one was sent off one morning 
to Trowbridge, with his basket of grapes for break- 
fast; — and a note from the Italian, who had, what 
he oalled, tlie glory of presenting it; laying, he had 
killed the man as he was running away, and be^- 
u:ing his excellency to accept the head, and consider 
it as a proof of the writer’s attachment to the crown. 
With the first successes of the court the work of 
punishment began. The judge at Is'liia said it 
was necessary to have a bishop to degrade the 
traitorous priests before he could execute them ; 
upon wdiich Trowbridge advised him to hang them 
first, and send them to him afterwards, if he diji 
not think that degradation sufficient. This >v^ 
said w,ith the straight-forward feeling of a 
W'ho cared as little for canon law as he knew about 
it : but when he discovered that the judge’s ordeta 
were to go through the business in a summary 
ncr, under his sanction, he told him at one’e, 
could not be, for the prisoners were not Britisli sub- 
jects; and he declined having any thing to do with 
it. There wore manifestly persons about the court, 
who, wliile they thirsted for the pleasure of ven- 
geance, were devising howto throw the odimn of il 
upon the English. They wanted to employ an 
English Mian of war to carry the priests to Palermo, 
for degradation, and then bring them back for ex- 
ecution ; — and they applied to Trowbridge for n 
hangman, which he indignantly refused. He, mean- 
time, was almost heart-broken by the situation in 
which be found himself. He bad promised rebel’ 
to the islanders, relying upon the queen’s promise 
to him. He had distributed the whole of his pri- 
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vate stock, — there was plenty of grain at Palermo,'^ 
and in its neighbourhood, and yet none was sent 
him : the enemy, he complained, had more interest 
there than the king : and the distress for bread, 
which he witi^^scd, was such, he said, that it would 
move even a Frenchman to pity. 

Nelson’s heart too was at this time ashore. “ To 
tell you,” he says, writing to Lady Hamilton, “ how 
dreary ai^l uncomfortable the V anguard appears, is 
only telling^ou what it is to go from the pleasantest 
society to a solitary cell ; or from the dearest 
friends to no friends. I am now perfectly the tjreat 
wnia,-— not a creature near me. From my heart I 
wish myself the little man again. You and go6<l 
Sir William have spoiled me for any place, but 
with you.” 

His mind was not in a happier state respe(‘t- 
ing public affairs. As to politics,” said he, 
“ at this time they are my abomination : the minis- 
ters of kings and princes arc as great scoundrels as 
ever lived. The brother of the emperor is just 
going to marry the great Something of Russia, and 
it is more than expected that a kingdom is to bo 
found for him in Italy, and that the King of Naples 
will be sacrificed.” Had there been a wise and 
manly spirit in the Italian states, or had the con- 
duct of Austria been directed by any thing like a 
principle of honour, a more favourable ojiportunity 
could not have been desired, for restoring order 
and prosperity in Europe, than the misconduct ot 
the French directory at this time afforded. Rut 
Nelson saw selfishness and knavery wherever he 
looked ; and even the pleasure of seeing a cause 
prosper, in which he was so zealously engaged, 
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was poisoned by his sense of the rascality of those 
*with vvhoin he was compelled to act. At this junc- 
ture intelligence arrived that the French fleet had 
escaped from Brest, under cover of a fog, passed 
Cadiz unseen by Lord Keith’s squ^lron, in hazy 
weather, and entered the Mediterranean. It was 
said to consist of twenty-four sail of the line, six 
frigates, and three sloops. The object of the French 
was to liberate the Spanish fleet, form a junction 
with them, act against Minorca and Sicily, and 
overpower our naval force in the Mediterranean, by 
falling in with detached squadrons, and thus destroy- 
ing it in detail. When they arrived otf Carthugena, 
they requested the Spanish ship to make sail and 
join ; but the Spaniards replied, they had not men 
to man them. To this it was answered, that the 
French had men enough on board for that purpose. 
But the Spaniards seem to have been apprehensive 
of delivering up their ships thus entirely into the 
power of such allies, and refused to come out. Tho 
fleet from Cadiz, how'ever, consisting of from seven- 
teen to twenty sail of the line, got out, under Ma^^ 
saredo, a man who then bore an honourable name*^ 
which he has since rendered infamous by betraying 
his country. They met with a violent storm oft’ 
the coast of Oran, which dismasted many of their 
sliips, and so effectually disabled them, as to pre- 
vent the junction, and frustrate a wcH-plaimed 
expedition. 

Before this occurred, and while the junction was 
as probable as it would have been formidable, 
Nelson was in a state of the greatest anxiety. 

What a state am I in !” said he to Earl St. 
Vincent;. If 1 go, I risk, and more than risk, 
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Sicily: for we know, from experience, that more' 
depends upon opinion than upon acts themselves : 
and as I stay, my heart is breaking.” His 6rst 
business was to summon Trowbridge to join him, 
with all the siN^ps of the line under his command, 
and a frigate, if possible. Then hearing that the 
French had entered the Mediterranean, and expect- 
ing them at Palermo, where he had only his own 
ship -with that single ship he prepared to make 
all the resistance possible. Trowbridge having 
joined him, he left Capt. E. J. Foote, of the Sea- 
horse, to command the smaller vessels in the bay 
of Naples, and sailed with six ships ; one a Portu- 
guese, and a Portuguese corvette ; telling Earl St. 
Vincent that the squadron should never fall into 
the hands of the enemy : ‘‘ And before we are 
destroyed,” said he, “ 1 have little doubt but they 
will have their wings so completely clipped, that 
may be easily overtaken.” It was just at this 
'jjttrae that he received from Capt. Hallowell the 
present of the coffin. Such a present was regarded 
ip>y the men with natural astonishment : one of his 
%ld shipinate^'An the Agamemnon said — We shall 
have hot wotfi|bf it indeed ! You sec the admiral 
intends to ff^gHt till he is killed ; and there he is to 
be buried.” Nelson placed it upright against the 
bulkhead of his* cabin, behind his chair, where he 
sat at dinner. The gift suited him at this time. 
It is said that he was disappointed in the son-in- 
law, whom he had loved so dearly from his child- 
hood, and who had saved his life atTencritfe ; and 
it is certain that he harl now formed an infatuated 
attachment for Lady Hamilton, which totally weaned 
his affections from his wife. Farther than this, 
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,!hcre is no reason to believe that this most unfor- 
tunate attachment was criminal : but this was cri- 
minality enough, and it brought with it its punish- 
ment. Nelson was dissatisfied with himself; and, 
therefore, weary of the world. This^lielinj^ he now 
frequently expressed. “ There is no true happiness 
in this life,” said he; and in my present state 1 
could quit it with a smile.” And in a letter to his 
old friend Davison, he said ; Believe me, ray only 
wish is to sink with honour into the .jrave ; and 
when that shall please God, I shall meet death 
with a smile. Not that I am insensible to the 
honours and riches my kin<^ and country have 
heaped upon me, — so much more tlian any officer 
could deserve ; yet am I ready to quit this worhl 
of trouble, aiifl envy none but those of the estate 
six feet by two.” 

Well had it been for Nelson if he had made no 
other sacrifices to this unhappy attaidiment than 
liis peace of mind ; but it led to the only blot upoa^ 
his public character. While he sailed from Fite 
lermo, with the intention of collectina^ his whd|fe 
force, ami keeping’ off Maretimo, cithei- to receivci 
roinforcements tliero, if the French w'cro bonml 
upwards, or to hasten to Minorca, if that should 
Ix! their destination ; Capt. Foote, in the Sea- 
horse, with th(i Neapolitan frigates, and some small 
vessels, under his command, was left to act with 
a land force consisting of a few regular troops, of 
four different nations, and with the armed rabble 
which Cardinal Iluftb, called the Christian army. 
His directions were to co-operate to the utmost of 
his power with the royalists, at whose head RulFo 
had been placed, and he had no other instructions 
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whatever. Ruffo advancing, without any plan'., 
but relying upon the enemy’s want of numbers, 
which prevented them from attempting to act upon 
the offensive, and ready to take advantage of any 
uccidciit whiO?i| might occur, approached Naples. 
Fort St. Elmo, which commands the town, v/as 
wholly garrisoned by the French troops ; the castles 
of Uovo and Nuovo, which commandcil the an- 
chorage, were chiefly defended by Neapolitan revo- 
lutionists, tjie powerful men among them having 
taken shelter there. If these castles were taken, 
the reduction of Fort St. Elmo would he greatly 
expedited. They w’ere strong places, and thcr ; 
was reason to apprehend that the French fleet. 
iniglA, arrive tp relieve them. Ruifo proposevl to 
the garrison to capitulate, on condition tha^t theii- 
peisons and property should be guaranteed, and 
that they should, at their own option, either bo 
sent to Toulon, or remain at Naples, without being 
molestod ^ither in their persons or families. This 
cajjitulat^n was accepted : it was signed by the 
cardinal, and the Russian and Turkish comman- 
ders ; and, lastly, by (^.apt. Foote, as commander 
of ll:e l^ritish force. About six and thirty hours 
ai't( rwards Nelson arrived in the bay, w'ith a force, 
wl.ich had joined him during his cruise, consisting 
of seventeen sail of the line, with seventeen hun- 
dred troops on lx)ard, and the prince royal of 
Naples in the admiral’s ship. A flag of truce was 
Hying on the castle.'^, and on hoard the Seahorse. 
Nelson made a signal to annul the treaty ; de- 
claring that he would grant rebels no other terms 
than those of unconditional submission. The car- 
dinal objected to this ; nor could all the arguments 
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eof Nelson, Sir W. Hamilton, and Lady Hamilton, 
who took an active part in the conference, con- 
vince him that a treaty of such a nature, solemnly 
concluded, could honourably be set aside. He 
retired at last, silenced by Nclson’>ii<iiuthority, but 
not convinced. Capt. Foote was sent out of the 
bay ; and the garrisons, taken out of the castles, 
under pretence of carrying the treaty into etFect, 
were delivered over as rebels to the vengeance of 
the Sicilian court. — A deplorable transaction ! a 
stain upon the memory of Nelson, and the honour 
of England ! To palliate it would be in vain ; to 
justify it would be wicked : there is no alternative, 
for one who will not make himself a participator in 
guilt, but to record the disgraceful story * with sor- 
row and with shame. 

Prince Francesco Caraccioli, a younger branch 
of one of tlie noblest Neapolitan families, es< aped 
from one of these castles before it capitulated. H^. 
was at the head of the marine, ami was nearly 
seventy years of age, bearing a high character, 
l)Oth for professional and personal merit. He had 
accompanied the court to Sicily ; but when the re- 
volutionary government, or Parthenopman Pepub- 
lic, as it was calleil, issued an edict, ordering all 
absent Neapolitans to return, on pain of confisca- 
tion of their propeity, he solicited and obtained 
permission of the king to return, bis estates being 
very great. It is said that the king, when he 
granted him this permission, warned him not to 

• In one of his letters to I/«nly Hamilton, written a few 
i:\oiiChs before this fatal transaction. Nelson says, speaking ol 
the queen, “ I declare to God, my whole study is how' to best 
loeet her approbation.” 
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take any part in politics ; expressing, at the same* 
time, his own persuasion ti'iat he should recover his 
kingdom. But neither the king, nor he himself, 
ought to hav^ imagined that, in such times, a man 
of such reputation would be permitted to remain 
inactive ; and it soon appeared that Caraccioli was 
again in command of the navy, and serving under 
the republic against his late sovereign. The sailors 
reported that he was forced to act thus : and this 
was believed, till it was seen that he directed ably 
the offensive operations of the revolutionists, and 
did not avail himself of opportunities for escaping, 
when they offered. When the recovery of Naples 
was jjvidently near, he applied to Cardinal Ruifo, 
and to the Duke of Calvirrauo, for protection ; ex- 
pressing hi^ hope, that the few rlays during* which 
he had beetf forced to obey the Fiencli, would not 
outweigh forty years of faithful services: — but, 
perhaps not receiving such assurances as be wished, 
and knowiltg too well the temper of the Sicilian 
court, he «^^|fevoured to secrete himself, and a 
price was set upon his head. More unfortunately 
for others tKan for himself, he was brought in alive, 
having been di^lovered in the disguise of a pea- 
sant, and carried one morning on board Lord Nc l- 
son's ship, with his hands tied behind him. 

Caraccioli was well known to the British ofliccrs, 
ahd had been ever highly esteemed by all who 
knew him. Capt. Hardy ordered him immediately 
to be unbound, and to be treated with all those 
attentions which he felt due to a man who, w lieu 
last on board the Foudroyant, had been received 
as an admiral and a prince. Sir William and 
T^acly Hamilton w^ere in the sljip; but Nelson, it is 
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saw no one, except his own officers, 
during the tragedy whicl\,.ensued. His own deter- 
mination was made and he issued an order to the 
Neapolitan commodore, Count Thurn,, to assemble 
a court-martial of Neapolitan officei'^f; on board the 
Britisli flag-ship, proceed immediately to try the 
prisoner, and report to him, if the charges were 
proved, what punishment he ought to sufler. These 
proceeding's were as rapid as possil)le ; Caraccioli 
was brought on ])oard at nine in the foftmoon, and 
the trial. Iiegan at ten. It lasted two hours: he 
averred in his defence, that he had acted imder 
compulsion, having been compelled to serve as ;r 
common soldier, till he consented to take coiner 
mand of the fleet. This, the apologists of Lord 
Nolsoif say, he failed in proving. They forget;>; 
that the j^ossibility of proving it was not allowe<l|J 
him ; for he was brought to trial within an houi!i4, 
afti r be was legally in arrest ; and how, in thaf' 
time, was he to collect his witnesses ( He was 
found guilty, and sentenced to death ; and Nelson 
gave orders that the sentence should be carried 
into effiet that evening, at five o’clock, on board 
tlie Sicilian frigate, La Minerva, by hanging him 
at the fore -yard-arm till sunset ; when the body 
was to be cut down, and thrown into the sea. Ca- 
raceioli rcrpiested Lieutenant Parkinson, und(r 
whose custody he was placed, to intercede with 
Lord Nelson for a second trial, — for this, among 
other reasons, that Count Tburn, who presided at 
the court-martial, was notoriously his personal 
en^)y. Nelson made answer, that the prisoner 
had been fairly tried by the officers of his own 
eountry, and he co\ild not interfere : forgetting 
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that, if he felt himself justified in orderings thV 
trial and the execution, no human being could c^ er 
have questioned the propriety of his interfering on 
the side of mercy. Caraccioli then entreated that 
he might be\>Jiot. — I am an old man, sir,” sai<l 
he : I leave no family to lament me, and there- 

fore cannot be supposed to be very anxious al)c>ut 
prolonging my life ; but the disgrace of being 
hangerl us dreadful to me.” When this was re- 
peated to Kelson, he only told the lieutenant, with 
much agitation, to go and attend his duty. An a 
last hope, Caraecioli asked the lieutenant, If he 
thought an application to Lady llainilton would 
be beneficial i Parkinson went to seek her ; s}\e 
was not to be seen on this occasion, — Init she vas 
present at exec\ition. She had the most de- 
voted atj^hment to the Neapolitan court ; arul 
the hatreiliwhich she felt against those whom slie 
regarded a,^pt.s enemies, made her, at this time, for- 
get what^^as due to the character of her sex, as 
well as oi^hcr country, flere, also, a faithful his- 
torian is, called upon to pronounce a severe aial 
nnqualined condemnation of Nelson’s conduct. 
Had he the authority of his Sicilian Majesty for 
proceeding as he did ? If so, why was not that 
authority produced ? If not, why were the pro- 
ceedings hurried on without it ? Why was the 
trial precipitated, so that it was impossible for the 
jjrisoner, if he had been innocent, to provide the 
witnesses, who might have proved him so ? Why 
was a second trial refused, when the known ani- 
mosity of the president of the court against the 
[)fisonerwas considered ? Why was the execfltion 
hastened so as to preclude any appeal for nr rcy. 
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render the prerogative of mercy useless ? — 
Doubtless, the British Admiral seemed to himself 
to be acting under a^igid sense of justice ; but, to 
all othe r persons, it was obvious, that he was influ- 
enced by an infatuated attachme^^L — a baneful 
passion, which destroyed his domestic happiness, 
and now, in a second instance, stained ineffaceably 
his public character. 

The body was carried oiit to a considerable dis- 
tance, and sunk in the bay, with throe double- 
headed shot, weighing two hundred and fifty 
pounds, tied to its legs. Between two and three 
weeks afterward, when the king was on board the 
Foudroyant, a Neapolitan fisherman came to the 
ship, and solemnly declared, that Caraccioli had 
risen from the bottom of the sea, and was cornin.g, 
as fast as he could, to Naples, swimming half out 
of the water. Such an account was listened ^0 
like a tale of idle credulity. The day being fajjj:/. 
Nelson, to please the king, stood out to sea; but 
the shijy had not proceeded far before a body was 
distinctly seen, upright in the water, and approach- 
ing them. It was soon recognized to be, indeed, 
the corpse of Caraccioli, which had risen, and 
floated, while the great weights attached to the 
legs kept the body in a position like that of a living 
man. A fact so extraordinary astonished the king, 
and perhaps excited some feeling of superstitions 
f ar, akin to regret. He gave permission lor the 
body to bo taken on shore, and receive Christian 
burial. It profim.ed no better effect. Naples ex- 
bibitcfl more dreadful scenes than it had witne.ssed 
in tfto days of Massaniello. After the mob had 
had their fill of blood and plunder, the reins wen* 
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given to justice — if that can be called justice which 
annuls its own stipulations, looks to the naked facts 
alone, disregarding all motives and all circum- 
stances ; anr^ without considering character or sci- 
ence, or sex, \)r youth, sacrifices its victims, not 
for the public weal, but for the gratification of 
greedy vengeance. 

The castles of St. Elmo, Gaieta, and Capua, rc- 
niaiiied \o be subdued. On the land side, there 
was no dabger that the French in these garrisons 
sliould be relieved, for Suvorof was now beginning 
to drive the enemy before him ; but Nelson thought 
his presence necessary in the bay of Naples : and 
wlu^i Lord Keith, having received intelligence that 
the French and Spanish fleets had formed a j unction , 
and sailed Carthagena, ordered him to repair to 
Minorc^v^with the whole, or the greater part of his 
force, he ;i6ent Admiral Duckworth with a small 
part only. ' This was a dilemma which he had 
foreseen. . Should such an order come at this 
mornent^tf ’Sc said, in a letter previously written to 
the admiralty, “ it would be a case for some con- 
sideration, whether Minorca is to be riskefl, or the 
two kingdoms of Naples and Sicily: 1 rather think 
iny decision would be to risk the former.” And, 
after he had acted upon this opinion, he wrote in 
those terms to the Duke of Clarence, with whose 
high notions of obedience he was well acquainted : 
“ I am w'ell aware of the consecjuences of disobeying 
my orders ; but as I have often before risked my 
life for the good cause, so I, with cheerfulness, did 
my commission ; for, although a military tri^nal 
may think me criminal, the world will approve of 
my conduct ; and I rogarjl not my own safety, 
wiien the honour of i»y king is at stake.” 
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Nelson was right in his judgment : no attempt 
was made upon Minorca ; and the expulsion of the 
French from Naples may rather be said to hkve 
been effected, than accelerated, by tli^e English and 
Portuguese. of the allied fleet, acting upon shore^ 
under Trowbridge. The French commandant at 
St. Elmo, relying upon the strength of the place, 
and the nature of the force w’hieh attacked it, had 
insulted Capt. Foote in the grossest terms: but 
citoycn Mejau was soon taught better manners, 
when Trowbridge, in spite of every obstacle, opo 
five batteries upon the fort. He was inform' 
that none of his letters, with the insolent prii 
words at the top, Liberte, Egalitcy Guerre \ 
Tyrans^ would be received ; but that, if 
wrote Ifke a soldier and a gentleman, he shout 
answered in the same style. The Frenchman tl 
began to flatter his antagonist upon the hienfaisd 
and lmman\tl\ whi<;h, he said, were the least of 
many virtues which distinguished Monsieur Trovv4 
bridge. Monsieur Trowbridge’s hienfuisance wasj 
at this time, thinking of mining the fort. — ‘‘ If we 
can accomplisli that,” said lie, “ J am a strong 
advocate to send them, hostages and all, to Old 
Nick, and surprise him with a grou}) of nobility 
and republicans. Meantime,” he added, “ it was 
some satisfaction to perceive that the shells fell 
well, and broke some of their shins.” Finally, to 
complete his character, Mejan offered to surrender 
for 150,000 ducats. Great Britain, perhaps, has 
made but too little use of this kind of artillery, 
which France has found so effectual tow'ards sub- 
jugating the continent : but Trowbridge had the 
prey within his reach and, in the course of a few 
<lay.s^ ^is lasst Ii^l^ry, “ after much trouble and 
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)>alaver,’^ as he said, “ brought the vagabonds ic 
their senses.” 

Trowbridge had more difficulties to overcome in 
this siege, frpm the character of the Neapolitans 
who pretended to assist him, and whom he made 
useful, than even from the strength of the place 
and the skill of the French. “ Such damned cow- 
ards and villains,” he declared, “ he had never seen 
before.” ' The men at the advanced posts carried on, 
what he called, “ a diabolical good understanding” 
with the enemy, and the workmen would sometimes 
lake fright and run away. ** I make the best I can,” 
said he, of the degenerate race I have to deal 
witlk;., ibe whole means of guns, atmnnnition, pio- 
neci*3fi^i with all materials, rest with them. With 
fair prtAlscs to the men, and threats of instant 
death ifi^Jfind any one erring, a little spur has been 
given**' V^Nclson said of him, with truth, upon this 
occasiOT/^that he was a first-rate general. “ 1 find , 
Sir,” saiid he afterwards in a letter to the Duke of 
Clar<^e|^“ that General Koehler does not approve 
of smm irregular proceedings as naval officers at- 
tacking and defending, fortifications. We have but 
one idea, — to get close alongside. None hut a 
sailor would have placed a battery only one hun- 
dred and eighty yards from the castle of St. Elmo : 
a soldier must have gone according to art, and the 
way. My brave Trowbridge went straight 
on, for we had no time to spare.” 

Trowbridge then proceeded to Capua, and took 
the command of the motley besieging force. One 
tbonsand of the best men in the fleet were sent to 
assist in the siege. ^juygCat this time Nelson re- 
ceived a peremptorvi^lliw from Lord Keith, to sail 
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7vith the wliole of his force for the protection of 
Minorca ; or, at least, to retain no more than was 
absolutely necessary at Sicily, “ You will easily 
conceive my feelings," said he, in communicating 
this to Earl St. Vincent : “ but my mind, as your 
lordship knows, was perfectly prepared for this 
order; and it is now, more than ever, made up. 
At this moment I will not part with a single ship ; 
as I cannot do that without drawing a hiinVlred and 
twenty men from each ship, now at t\ie siege of 
Capua. I am fully aware of the act I have coni> 
mitted ; but I am prepared for any fate which may 
await my disobedience. Capua and Gaieta will soon 
fall ; and the moment the scoundrels of French 
arc out of this kingdom 1 shall send eight or niiio" 
ships of the line to Minorca. I have done 
thought right : others may think differently : 
it will be my consolation that I have gained ^ 

dom, seated a faithful ally of his majesty firrmy 
on his throne, and restored happiness to millions. 

At Capua, Trowbridge had the same difficulties 
as at St. Elmo ; and being farther Irom ISfaplcs, 
and from the fleet, was less able to overcome them. 
The powder was so bad that he suspected trt'ac hcry : 
and when he asked Nelson to spare him forty casks 
from the shi))s, lie told him it would be necessary 
that some Englishmen should accompany it, or 
they would steal one half, and change the otlier. 

“ Every man yon see," said he, “ gentle and sim- 
ple, are such notorious villains, that it is misery to 
1x5 with them." C/apua, however, soon fell, Gaieta 
immediately afterwards surrendered to Capt Louis 
of the Minotaur. Here the commanding officer 
acted more unlike a Frenchman, Capt. Louis said, 



LIFE OF NELSON. 


207 


'1799.] 

than any one he had ever met; meaning that he 
acted like a man of honour. He required, how- 
ever, that the garrison should carry away their 
horses, and other pillaged property : to which Nel- 
son replied, ‘ That no property which they did not 
laing with them into the country could be theirs ; 
and that the greatest care should be taken to pre- 
vent them from carrying it away.” — “ I am sorry,” 
said he -Ao Capt. Louis, “ that you have, entered 
into any altercation. There is no way of dealing 
with a Frenchman but to knock him down : to be 
civil to them is only to be laughed at, when they 
arc enemies.” 

The whole kingdom of Naples was thus delivered 
by Nelson from the French. The admiralty, how- 
ever, thought it expedient to censure him J'or dis- 
obeying Lord Keith’s orders, and thus hazarding 
.Minorca, without, as it appeared to them, any 
i^nflficiont reason ; and also from having landed 
sCamen for the siege of Capua, to form part of an 
aMiy employed in operations at a distance from 
the coast ; where, in case of defeat, they might 
have been prevented from returning to their ships ; 
and they enjoined him, “ not to employ the seamen 
ill like manner in future.” ’Fliis reprimand was is- 
sued before the event was known ; though, indeed, 
the event would not aflect the principle upon which 
it proceeded. When Nelson communicated the 
tidings of his complete success, he said, in his pub- 
lic letter, “ that it would not be the less accept- 
able for having been principally brought about by 
British sailors*” Hisj judgment in thus employing 
them had beCa justed by the result; and his joy 
was evidently heig^ileiied by the gratification of a 
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Professional and becoming pride. To the first lord 
he said, at the same time, “ I certainly, from hav- 
ing only a left hand, cannot enter into details which 
may explain the motives that actuated my con- 
duct. My principle is, to assist ki driving the 
French to the devil, and in restoring peace and 
happiness to mankind. I feel that 1 am fitter to 
do the action than to describe it.” He then added, 
that he would take care of Minorca. , < 

In expelling the French from Naph's, Nelson 
liad, with characteristic zeal and ability, discharged 
his duty ; but he deceived himself when he ima- 
gined that he had seat(‘d Ferdinand firmly on his 
throne, and that he had restored happiness to mil- 
lions. These objects might have been accomr 
plished if it had been possible to inspire virtue and 
wisdom into a vicious and infiituated court and 
if Nelson’s eyes had not been as it 
bound, by that unhappy attachment, 
now completely mastered him, he would 
things as they were; and might, perhaps, 
awakened the Sicilian court to a sense of their 
terest, if not of their duty. That court employed! 
itself in a miserable round of folly and festivity, 
w^hile the prisons of Naples were filled w’ith groans, 
and the scaffolds streamed with blood, St Janua- 
riiis was solemnly removed from his rank as patron 
saint of the kingdom, having been eonvicUd ot' 
.lacobinisin ; and St. Antonio as solemnly installed 
in his place. The king, instead of re-establishing 
order at Naples by his presence, speedily returneil 
to Falermo, to indulge in his favourite amuse- 
jnents. Nelson, and the ambassador's familv^. ac- 
tor ipaiiied the court; and Trowbridge rem^ed. 
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oTOAning; over the villany and frivolity of thos6, 
with whom he was compelled to deal. A party of 
officers applied to him for a passage to Palermo, 
to see the procession of St. Rosalia : — he recom- 
mended them to exercise their troops, and not be- 
ha\e like children. It was grief enough for him 
that the court should be busied in these follies, 
and Nelson involved in them. “ I dread,' my 
lord,” sa«l he, ‘‘ all the feasting, &c. at Palermo. 

I am sure your health will be hurt. If so, all their 
saints will be damned by the navy. The king 
would be better employed digesting a good govern- 
ment : every thing give s \vay to their pleasures. 
The inoncy spent at Palermo gives discontent here. : 
fifty thousand people are unemployed, trade dis- 
couraged, manufactures at a stand. It i.s.the in- 
terest of many here to keep the king away ; — they 
all dread reform : — their villanies are so deeply 
rooted, that, if some method is not taken to dig 
j|:hem out, this government cannot hold together. 
Out of twenty millions of ducats, collected as the 
revenue, only thirteen millions reach the treasury; 
and the king pays four ducats where he should pay 
one. He is surrounded by thieves; and none of 
them have honour or honesty enough to till him 
the real and true state of things. In another 
letter, he expressed his sense of the miserable stat.- 
of Naples. “ There are upwards of forty thousand 
families,” said he “ whojiave relations confined. If 
some act of oblivion is not passed, there wall be no end 
of )>ersecution ; for the people of this country have 
no idea of any thing but revenge ; and, to gain a 
point, would swear. ten thousand false oaths. Con- 
stant efforts are made to get a man taken up in 
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order to rob him. The confiscated property does 
not reach the king’s treasury. — All thieves ! It is 
selling for nothing. His own people, whom he 
employs, are buyifig it up, and the vagabonds 
pocket the whole. I should not be surprised to 
hear that they brought a bill of expenses against 
him for the sale.” 

The Sicilian court, however, were at this time 
(luly sensible of the services which had hecn ren- 
dered them by the British fleet, and thetr gratitude 
to Nelson was shown wdtli proper and princely 
munificence. They gave him the tlukedom and 
domain of Bronte, worth about £3000 a year. It 
was some days before he could be persuaded to 
accept it: the argument which finally prevailed, is 
said to. have been suggested by the queen, and 
urged, at her request, by Lady Ilamilton upp^i . 
knees. “ He considered his own luuiour 
much,” she said, “ if he persisted in refusing what ; 
the king and queen felt to be absolutely neces- 
sary for the preservation of theirs.” The king' 
himself, also, is said to have addressed him in 
words, which show that the sense of rank will 
sometimes confer a virtue upon tho.se who seem tf> 
be most iniworthy of the lot to whi(*h they have 
lieen born : “ Lord Nelson, do you wi.sh that your 
name alone should pass w^ith honour to posterity ; 
and that 1, Ferdinand Bourbon, should appear un- 
grateful?” He gave him j^lso, when the dukedom 
was accepted, a diamond-hilled sword, which bis 
fatlier, Charles III. of Spain, had given him, on 
his accession to the throne of the two Sicilies. 
Nelson said, “ The reward was magnificent, and 
worthy of a king, and he was determined that the 
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inhabitants on the domain should be the hap\)iesi: 
ill all his Sicilian majesty’s dominions. — Yet,” sakf 
he, speaking of these and the other remunerations 
which were made him for his services, these pre- 
sents, rich as they are, do not elevate me. My 
pride is, that, at Constantinople, from the grand 
seignior to the lowest Turk, the name of Nelson is 
familiar in their mouths ; and in this country I am 
every thiijg which a grateful monarch and people 
can call mc/^ Nelson, however, had a pardonable 
pride in the outward and visible signs of honour, 
which he had so fairly won. He was fond of his 
Sicilian title; the signification, perhaps, pleased 
him ; — Duke of 'Fliunder was what in Dahomy 
wouM be called a strong name ; it was to a sailor's 
taste ; an<J, certainly, to no man could it tner be 
more applicable. But a simple offering, wfiich he 
i!gceived, not long afterwards, from the island of 
iJante, affected him with a deeper and finer feeling. 
The Greeks of that little community sent him a 
goldcn-hcadcd sword and a truncheon, set round 
with all the diamonds that the island could furnish, 
in a single row\ Tliey thanked him “ for having, 
hy his victory, preserved that part of Greece from 
the horrors of anarchy; and prayed that his ex- 
ploits might accelerate the day, in which, amidst 
the glory and peace of thrones, the miseries of the 
human ra(;e would cease.” This unexpected tri- 
bute touched Nelson to the heart, No officer,” 
lie said, ‘‘ had ever received from any country a 
higher acknowledgment of his services.” 

The French still occupied the Roman states ; 
from which, according to their own admission, they 
had extorted in jewels, plate, specie, and requi- 
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iitions of every kind, to the enormous amoun 
of eight millions sterling : yet they affected to ap- 
pear as deliverers among the people whom they 
were thus cruelly plundering; and they distributcfl 
portraits of Buonaparte, with the blasphemous in- 
scription — “ This is the true likeness of the holy 
saviour of the world !’* The people, detesting the 
impiety, and groaning beneath the exactions of 
those perfidious robbers, were ready to, join any 
regular force that should come to their. assistance ; 
but they dreaded Cardinal Ruffo’s ral)ble, and de- 
clared they would resist him as a banditti, who came 
only foF.the purpose ol^illage. Nelson perceived 
thatnoobj.ect was now ^Ifesential for the trampnllity 
of I'^^apies as the rec^*jij||>of Rome ; which, rh the 
pre^ ^^ atc of ^ driving 

ati^yHl^ly. He ^^licd, therefeSP?^; Sir James 
Krsftile, h\ the absence of J^ei^eral 
Fo^oommanded tp^ as^t^llipl^'^rcat 

object with twelve hundred meh.^^The field of 
glory,” said he, “ is a large one, and was never 
more open to any one, than at this moment to you. 
Rome would throw open her gates and receive you 
as hji^^eliverer ; and the pope would owe his res- 
tjglPSPi to a heretic.” But Sir James Erskine 
mwe<Ponly at the difficulties of the undertaking. 
•‘Twi lvc hundred men, he thought, would be too 
small a force to be committed in sucli an enterprise ; 
for Civita Vecchia was a regular fortress ; — the 
local situation and climate also were such, that, 
oven if this force were adequate, it would be pro- 
per to delay the expedition till October. General 
Fox, too, was soon expected; and during Wa ab- 
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sence, and under existing circumstances, he 4id 
not feel justified in sending away such a detach- 
ment. 

What this general thought it imprudent to at- 
tempt, Nelson and Trowbridge effected without his 
assistance, by a small detachment from the fleet. 
Trowbridge first sent Capt. Hallowell to Civita 
V'ecchia, to offer the garrison there, and at Castle 
St. Angak), the same terms which had been granted 
to Gaieta. %Hallowell perceived, by the overstrained 
civility of the oflicers who came off to him, and 
the ('ompliments which they paid to the English 
nation, tliat they were stmsible of their own \vcak- 
iiess, and their inability to ofter any effectual re- 
sistance; but the French know, that while they are 
in a condition to serve their government, they can 
rely upon it for every possible exertipn in their sup- 
port ; and this reliance gives them hope and con- 
► tidcnco to the last. Upon Hallowell’s report, Trow- 
bridge, who had now been made Sir Thomas for 
his ^eryfees, sent Capt. Louis, with a squadron, to 
enforce the terms which he had offered; and, as 
soon as bo could leave Naples, he himself followed. 
The French, who had no longer any hope from the 
fate of arms, i'clie<l upon their skill in negotiation, 
and pro])osed terms to Trowbridge with that effron- 
tery which characterizes their public proceedings ; 
but which is as often successful as it is impudtmt. 
Tliey had a man of the right stamp to deal wdtli. 
Their ambassador at Rome began by saying, that 
^the Roman territory was the property of the Fretich 
hy. right of conquest. The 13ritish commodore, 
settled that point, by replying, “ It is mine by re- 
conquest.” A capitulation was soon concluded for 
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jilj the Homan states, and Gapt. Louis rowed up 
'^ril)cr in his barge, hoisted English colours on the 
Capitol, and acted, for the time, as governor of 
Rome. The prophecy of the Irish poet was thus 
accomplished, and the friar reaped the fruits : for 
Nelson, who was struck with the oddity of the cir- 
cumstance, and hot a little pleased with it, obtained 
preferment for him from the King of Sicily, and 
recommended him to the pope. 

Having thus completed his work upon the con- 
tinent of Italy, Nelson’s whole attention was di- 
rected tow^ards Malta; where Capt. Ball, with most 
iiiade<iiiate means, was besieging the French gar- 
rison. Never was any officer engaged in a rnoi|ir^ 
anxious and painful service: the smallest I'einloiw 
inont Jrom France would, at any momontp f 
turned tlie scale against him: and had it not J 
for his consummate ability, and the love and; 
ration with which the Maltese regarded him, ] 
must have remained in the hands of the enemy. 
Men, money, food; all things were wanting. The 
garrison consisted of five thousand troops;— the 
f’Osieging force of five hundred Fhiglish and Portu- 
guese marines, and about fifteen hundred armed 
};casaiUs. Long and repeatedly did Nelson solicit 
troops to eflVct the reduction of this important 
place, It has been no fault of the navy,” said 
he, “ that Malta has not been attacked by land ; 
liut we have neither the means ourselves, nor in- 
tiuence with those who have.” The same causes 
of deinurral existed which prevented British troops 
I'roin assisting in the expulsion of the French from 
Rome. Sir .lames Erskiiie was expecting General 
Fox, he could not act without orders; and not 
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liavii)^, like Nelson, that lively spring of liopt* 
within him, which partakes enough of the nature 
of faith to work miracles in war, he thought it 
‘‘ cvKleut, that unless a respectable land force, in 
numbers sufficient to undertake the siege of such a 
garrison, in one of the strongest places of Europe, 
and supplied w ith proportionate aftillcry and stores, 
were sent against it, no reaSionable hope conld be 
entertained of its surrender.’^ — Nelson groaned over 
the spirit c^f over-reasoning caution, and unreason- 
ing obedience. “ My heart,” said he, “ is almost 
broken. If the enemy gets supplies in, we may 
bid adieu to Malta : — all the force we can collect 
would then be of little use against the strongest 
pla(?p in Europe. — ^l^'o say that an officer is never, 
for any object, to alter his orders, is what 1, cannot 
comprehend. Tlie circumstances of this war so 
oftea;yary, that an officer has almost every moment 
to c6fisider, what would my superiors direct, did 
J^pJJ^i'know what is jmssing under my nose. Flut, 
said he, writing to the Duke of Clarence, “ 1 
few think as I do. To obey orders is all per- 
fection. To serve my king, and to destroy the 
French, 1 consider as the great order of all, from 
which little ones spring: and if one of these mili 
tate against it (for who can tell exactly at a dis- 
tance), I go back, and obey the great order and 
object, to down, — down with the damned French 
villains ! — My blood boils at the name of French- 
man !” 

At length Gen. Fox arrived at Minorca, — and, 
at length, permitted Col, Graham to go to iVlalta, 
but witii means miserably limited. In fact llie ex- 
l)t'dition wasiat a stand for want of money ; w hen 
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^iVowbrulge arriving at Messina, to co-operate in it, 
and finding this fresh delay, immediately offered* 
all that he conld commliid of his own. “ I pro- 
cured him, my lord,” said he to Nelson, fifteen 
thousand of my cobs : — every farthing, and every 
atom of me shall be devptedMtO the cause.” — 
“ What can this zn^^n,” said ^Nelson, when he 
learnt that Col. GraS&m was ordered not to incur 
any expense for stores, or any articles ejihept pro- 
visions ! — ‘‘ the cause cannot stand stili'jfer want 
of a little money. If nobody will paydt, I will sell 
Bronte, and the Emperor of Russia’s box,” And 
he actually pledged Bronte for £6600 if there 
should be any difficulty about paying the bills. 
The long delayed expedition was thus, at last, ^ sent 
forth : but Trowbridge little imagined in what scenes 
of misery he was to bear his part. He looked to 
Sicily for supplies : it was the interest, as well as 
the duty, of the Sicilian government to use ever^ 
exertion for furnishing them : and Nelson, and 
British ambassador, were on the spot to press u»it- 
them the necessity of exertion. But, though 
son saw with what a knavish crew the SicimU^ 
court was surrounded, he was blind to the vices of 
the court itself; and resigning himself wholly to 
Lady Hamilton’s influence, never suspected 

the crooked policy which it was rcnSfeelessly p\zr- 
siiing. The Maltese an.^_^the British in Malta, se- 
verely felt it. Trowbrra^, who had the truest 
affection for Nelson, knew his infatuation, and 
feared that it might prove injurious to his cha- 
racter, as well as fatal to, an enterprise, which hs^d 
begun so well, and been carried on sc^atiently, 

** My lord,” said he, writing to -phi from the 
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siegd, “nWO are dying off fast for want. I learif 
that Sir William Hamilton says Prince Luzzi re- 
fllsed corn some time ago, and Sir Wiltiam does 
not think it worth while making another applica- 
tion. If that be the case, I wish he commanded 
this distressing instead of me. Puglia had 

an immense harvest; near tl^ty iail left Messina, 
before I did, to load corn. Will they let us have 
any ? ifeffot, a short time will decide the business. 
The Gefih%n interest prevails. 1 wish 1 was at 
your lordshij)’s elbow for an hour. — All, all will 
be thrown on you ! — I will parry the blow as miu'h 
as in my power: I foresee much mischief brewing. 
— Gipd bless your lordship ; I am miserable, T 
cannot assist your operations more. Many happy 
returns of the day to you — (it was the firsi of the 
new year) — I never spent so miserable a one. I 
am not very tender hearted; but really the dis- 
tress here would even move a Neapolitan.^* Soon 
afterwards he wrote : I have this day saved 

thirty thousand people from starving; but with 
this day my ability ceases. As the government 
are bent on starving us, I see no alternative, but 
to leave these poor unhappy people to perish, with- 
out bur being witnesses of their distress. I curse 
the day I eve* served the Neapolitan government. 
—We have characters, my lord, to lose ; these 
people have none. Do not suffer their infamous 
conduct to fall on us. Our country is just, but 
severe. Such is the fever of my brain this minute, 
that I assure you, on my honour, if the Palermo 
traitors were here, T would shoot them first, and 
then myself^; Girgenti is full of corn ; the money 
is ready to piy for it ; we dp hot ask it as a gift. 
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01^! could you see the hornij distress I daily ex- 
perience, something would be done. — Some engine ^ 
is at work against us at iNaples ; and I believe F 
hit on the proper person. If you complain, he 
will be immediately promoted, agreeably fo the 
Neapolitan custom. All I %rite to you is known 
at the queen’s. — For||iy own part, I look u port the 
Neapolitans as the worst of intriguing enemies : 
every hour shows me their iiifathy and (^upHcity. 

I pray your lordship be cautious ; yobr honest, 
open manner of acting will be made a handle of. 
When I see you, and tell of their infamous tricks, 
you will be as much surprised as I am. The whole 
will fall on you.” 

Nelson was not, and could not be insensible to 
the distress which his friend so eaniestly rc]:)rc- 
sented. He begged, almost on his knees, he said, 
small supplies of money and corn, to keep the 
Maltese from starving. And when the court granted 
a small supply, protesting their poverty, he be- 
lieved their protestations, and was satisfied \vith 
their professions, instead of insisting that the?efs- 
trictions upon the exportation of corn should be 
withdrawn. The anxiety, however, which he en- 
dured, affected him so deeply, that he said it had 
broken his spirit for ever. Happily alt that Trow- 
bridge, with so much reason, forebodfed, did not 
come to pass. For Capt..,pall, with more decision 
than Nelson himself woiiW have shown at that 
time, and upon that- occasion, ventured upon a 
resolute measure, for which his name would deserve 
always to be held in verferation by t^ie Maltese, 
even if it had no other claims to thej||re and re- 
verence of a grateful people. Findiii^'it hopeless 
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longer to look for succour, or common humanity*, 
fpra the deceitful ai^ i;tfatuated court of Sicily,* 
which persisted in prohibiting, by sanguinary 
edicts, the exportation of supplies, at his own risk 
he sent his first lieutenant to the port of Girgenti, 
with orders to sewe ajOd bring with him to Malta 
the ships which were there ly^hg laden with corn ; 
of the number of which he mid received accurate 
infornia^n. These orders were executed to the 
great cfeli^i.t and advantage of the ship-owners 
and proprietors ; the necessity of raising the siege 
was removed, and Capt. Ball waited, in calmness, 
for the consequences to himself. The Neapolitan 
government complained to the English ambassador, 
and* the complaint was communicated to Nelson, 
who, in return, requested Sir William Hamilton 
would fully and plainly state that the aA ought 
not to be con{?idered as any intended disrespect to 
, his Sicilian Majesty, but as of the most absolute 
and ^^perious necessity; the alternation being 
either of abandoning Malta to the French, or of 
an^ipating the king’s orders for carrying the corn 
in Sose vessels to Malta. “ I trust,” hi‘ added, 
“ that the government of the country will never 
again force any of our royal master’s servants to 
so unpleas^t an alternative.” Thus ended the 
complaint w the Neapolitan court. “ The sole 
result was,” says Mr. C^eridge, that the governor 
of Malta became an csficcial object of its hatred, 
its fear, and its respect.” 

Nelson, himself, at the beginning of February, 
sailed for that island. Qn the way he fell in with 
a French s|||tadron, bound for its relief, and consist- 
ing of the G^6reux seventy-four, three frigates, and 
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rt corvette. One of these frit^ates, and the line of 
Cattle ship, were taken ; tire others escaped, but 
failed iiii tlieir purpose of reaching La Valetie. 
lliis success was peculiarly gratifying to Nelson, 
for many reasons. During some months he had 
acted as commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean, 
while Lord Keith was in England. Lord Keith 
was now returned; and Nelson had, upon his own 
plat), and at his own risk, left him, to# sail for 
Malta, — “ for which,” said he, “ if I had not suc- 
ceeded, I might have been broke; — and, if T had not 
acted thus, the Genereux never would have been .^; 
taken.” This ship was one of those which had es-'.’ 
raped from Aboukir, Two frigates, and tlie Guill- 
aume Tell, eighty-six, were all that now remained oL 
the fleet which Btionaparte had conducted to Egypt, 
ddic Gurilaume Tell was at this time closely w atched 
in the harbour of La Valette: and shortly after-^ 
wards, attempting to make her escape from thence, 
was taken after an action, in which greater skill 
was never displayed by British ships, nor greater 
gallantry J)y an enemy. She w^as taken by.; the 
Foiulroyant, Lion, and Penelope frigate. Nelson 
I'ojoicing at what he called this glorious finish to the 
wiiclc French Mediterranean fleet; rejoiced also that 
he was not present to have taken a sprig of these 
brave men’s laurels. “ They are,” said he, ‘‘ and I 
glory ill them, my children : they served in my 
school ; and all of us caught our professional zeal 
and fire from the great and good Earl St. Vincent. 
What apleasiiTc, what happiness, to have the Nile 
fleet all taken, under my orders and regulations !” — 
’fhe two frigates still remained in La Vjalette : he- 
Ibre its surrender they stole out : ovit; Was taken in 
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the attempt; the other was the only ship of tht^, 
whole fleet which escaped capture or destruction. 
Letters were found on board the Guillaume Tell 
showing' that the French were now become hopeless 
of preserving the conquest which they had so foully 
acquired. Trowbridge and his brother officers were 
anxious that Nelson should have the honour of 
signing the capitulation. They told him, that they 
absolutely, as far as they, dared, insisted on his 
.staying to do this : but their earnest and affectionate 
intreaties were vain. Sir William Hamilton had 
just been superseded: Nelson harl no feeling of 
cordiality towards Lord Keith; and thinking, that, 
after Earl St. Vincent, no man had so good a claim 
to tlTe command in the Mediterranean as himself, 
he applied for permi.<?sion to return to England ; 
telling the first lord of the admiralty, that his spirit 
could not submit patiently, and that he was a l)ro- 
ken-lioartcd man. From the time of his return 
from Egypt, amid all the honours which were show- 
ered upon him, he had suffered many mortitica- 
tiona. Sir Sidney Smith had been sent to Egypt, 
with orders to take under his command the squaclro?! 
which Nelson had left there. Sir Sidney appears 
to have thought that this command was to be inde- 
pendent of Nelson : and Nelson himself thinking 
so, determined to return, saying to Earl St. Vincent, 
“ I do feel, for I am a man, that it is impossible 
for me to serve in these seas with a scpiadron under 
a junior ollicer.” Earl St. Vincent seems to have 
dissuaded him from this resolution : some heart- 
burnings, however, still remained, and some inean- 
tious expreiaiions of Sir Sidney’s were noticed by 
bun ill terrnsbf evident displeasure. But this did 
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not continue long, as no man bore more willing tes- 
timony tlian Nelson to the admirable defence of 
Acre. 

He didered from Sir Sidney as to the policy 
which ought to be pursued toward the French in 
F^gypt; and strictly commandefd him, in the strong* 
cst language, not, on any pretence, to permit a 
single Frenchman to leave the? coimtry, saying, that 
he considered it nothing short*" of madnes'* to per- 
mit that band of thieves to return *t.o Europe. 
“ No,” said he, to Egypt they went with their 
own consent, and there they shall remain, while 
Nelson commandsthis scpiadron ; for never, never, 
w’ill he consent to the return of one ship or Frcnch- 
inaii.- — I wish them to perish in Egypt, and give an 
awful lesson to the world of the justice of the Al- 
mighty.” If Nelson had not thoroughly understood; 
the character of the enemy against whom he w^as 
engaged, their conduct in Egypt w’^ould have di^-f 
(dosed it. After the battle of the Nile he had^ 
lauded all his prisoners, upon a solemn engagement)? 
made between Irowd^ridgc on one side, and Capt. 
llariH; on the other, that none of them should serve 
fill regularly exchanged. — They were po sooner on 
shore, than part of tliem were drafted into tlie dif- 
ferent regimentsT and the remainder formed into a 
corps, called the nautic legion. This occasioned 
Capt. Ilallowcll to say, that the French had for- 
feited all claim to rc.spcct from ns. “The army 
of Buonaparte,” said he, “ are entirely destitute of 
every principle of honour : they have always acted 
like licentious thieves.’' Buonaparte’s escape was 
the more regretted by Nelson, b(»caus^, if he had 
had sufficient force, he thought it would certainly 
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liave been prevented. He wished to keep ships * 
upon the watch, to intercept any tiling coming from 
Kgypt : but the admiralty calculated upon the as- 
sistance of the Russian fleet, wliich failed when it 
was most wanted. The ships which should have 
iieeri thus employed were then required for more 
pressing serviires ; and the bloody Corsican was 
thus enabled to reach Europe in safety ; there to 
iccome th^ guilty instrument of a widcr-spn^ading 
lestruction than any with which the world had ever 
lefore. been visited. 

Nelson had other causes of chagrin. Earl St. 
V^'incent, for whom he felt such high rcs[)eet, and 
whon^Sir John Orde had challenged, for having 
aorniiiated Nelson instead of himself to the eom- 
nand of the Nile squadron, laid claim to» prize 
noney, as oommandcr-in -chief, after he had quitted 
he station. The point was contested, and decided 
igainst him. Nelson, perhaps, felt this the more, 
lecausc his own feelings, with regard to monc)*^ 
vere so different. An opinion had been given by 
Dr. ' Ltiwrence, which would have excluded the 
uniov flag officers from prize money. When tliis 
vas made known to him, his reply was in these 
vords « “ Notwithstanding Dr. Lawrence’s opinion, 

I do not believe I have any right to exclude the 
junior flag officers : and if 1 have, I desire that no 
such claim may be made > — no, not if it were sixty 
rimes the sum, — and, poor as I am, 1 were never to 
see prize money.” 

A ship could not be spJired to convey him to 
Liiigland ; be therefore travelled through Germany 
to Hamburgh, in company with his inseparable 
friends, Sir William and Lady Hamilton. The 
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Queen of Naples went with them to Vienna. AVhile 
they were at Leghorn, upon a report that the French 
were approat^hing, (for, through the folly of weak 
courts, and the treachery of venal cabinets, they 
had now recovered their asc^Bidancy in Italy,) the 
people rose tumultuously, Stnd would fain have 
persuaded Nelson to lead them against the enemy. 
Public honours, and yet more gratifying testimo- 
nialsof public admiration, awaited Nelsofi wherever 
he w’ent. The Prince of Estcrhazy“ entertained 
him in a style of Hungarian magnificence — a hun- 
dred grenadiers, each six feet in height, constantly 
waiting at table. At Magde^burgh, the master of 
the hotel where he was entertained contrived to 
show him for money ; — admitting the curious to 
mount a ladder, and ])eep at him through a small 
window. A wine merchant at nand)urgh, who was 
above seventy years of age, requested to speak 
with Lady Hamilton ; and told her he had some 
Rhenish wine, of the vintage of 162o, which had 
been in his own possession more than half a cen- 
tury : he had preserved it for some extraordinary 
occasion ; and that which had now arrived was far 
beyond any that he could ever have ex})ected. 
His request was, that her ladyship w^ould prevail 
upon Lord Nelson to accept six dozen of this incom- 
parable wine ; part of it would then have the honoui' 
to flow into the heart’s blood of that immortal hero ; 
and this thought would make him ha])pY during 
the remainder of his life. Nelson, when this sin- 
gular re(piest was’ reported to him, went into tlic 
room, and taking the worthy old gentleman kindly 
by the hand, consented to receive six bottles, pro- 
vided the donor would dine with him next day. 
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Twelve were sent; and INTelson saying, that he^ 
hoped yet to win half a dozen more great victories, 
promised to lay by six bottles of liis Hamburgh 
friend’s wine, for the purpose of drinking one after 
eacli. — A German p^tor, between .seventy and 
eighty years of age, travelled forty miles, with the 
Bible of his parish church, to request that Nelson 
w'ould write his name on the first leaf of it. ’He 
called hiiM^thc savi<)iur of the Christian world. The 
old man’s hope deceived him. Thert; was no Nel- 
son upon shore, or Euroi^J would have been saved ; 
but, in his foresight of the horrors with wdiich all 
Germany and all Christendom were threatened by 
France, the pastor could not possibly have appre- 
liend^^d more than has actually taken place. 


I CHAPTER VH. 

\'(>li>ou sepurntes himself from his V'iJ'e — Northei'n Confederacy — 
He goes to the Baltic^ under Sir Hyde Parker — Battle 
Copenhagen, and mbsequejit Negotiation — Nelson is made a 
J'iscount. 

Nklson was ivclcomed in England with every 
mark of popular honour. At Varmouth, where he 
landed, every ship in the harbour hoisted her 
colours. The mayor and corporation waited upon 
him with the freedom of the town, and accompanied 
him in procession to church, with all the naval 
officers on shore, and the principal inhabitants. 
Bonfires and illuminations concluded the day; and, 
en the morrow’, the volunteer cavalry drew up and 
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« saluted him as he departed, and followed the car- 
riage to the borders of the county. At Ipswich, 
the people came out to meet him, drew him a mile 
into the town, and three miles out. When he was 
in the Agamemnon, he wished to represent this 
plac(‘ in parliament, and some of his friends had 
consulted tlie leading men of the corporation ; the 
resTilt was not successful : and Nelson observing, 
that ho would endeavour to find out a preferable 
path into parliament, said there might come a time 
when the people of Ipswich would think it an honour 
to have had him for their reY)resentative. In I^n- 
don, he was feasted by the city, drawm by the 
populace from Ludgatc-hill to Guildhall, and re- 
ceived the thanks of the common council lor his 
great, victory, and a golden-hilted sword studded 
with diamonds. Nelson had every earthly blessing, 
except domestic hapjjiness : he had forfeited that 
for C'cr. Before he had been three months in 
hhigland he separated from Lady Nelson. Some 
of his last words to her w^ere : “ I call God to 
wilness, then; is nothing in you, or your conduct, 
that I wish otherwise.” This w^as the consequence 
of his infatuated attachment to Lady Hamilton. 
It had before caiisod a quarrel willi his son-in-law, 
and <Kcasioncd remonstrancc.s from his truest 
Iriends ; w^hich produced no other effect than that 
of making him displeased with them, and niort' 
dissatisfied with him.self. 

The Addington administration was just at this 
time formed ; and Nelson, who had solicited em- 
ployment, and been made vice-admiral of the blue, 
was sent to the Baltic, us second in command,. 
U4ider Sir Hyde Parker, by Earl St. Vincent, tlie 



LIFE OF NELSON. 


227 


ffiOO.J 

new first lord of the admiralty. The three northern’^ 
courts had formed a confederacy for making Eng- 
land resign her i)aval rights. Of these courts, 
j Russia was guided by the passions of its Emperor, 
^Eaul, a man not without fits of generosity, and 
some natural goodness, but subject to the wildest 
humours of caprice, and crazed by the possession 
of greater power than can ever be safely, or ])erhaps 
innocently possessed by weak humanity. Denmark 
was Eren(‘h «it heart : ready to co-operate in all the 
views of France, to recognise all her usurpations, 
and obey all her injunctions. Sweden, under a 
king whose priiicijdcs were right, and whose feelings 
were generous, but who bad a taint of hereditary 
insanity, acted in actjuicscence with the dictates of 
two powers whom it feared to odend. The Danish 
navy, at this time, consisted of twenty-three ships 
of tlie line, with about thirty-one frigates and 
smaller vessels, exclusive of guard sliips. The 
Swedes had eighteen ships of the line, fourteen 
frigates ,^nd sloops, seventy-four galleys and smaller 
ves|(j^^^;^sides gun boats ; and this force was in a 
far state of equipment than the Danish. The 

Russians had eighty-two sail of the line and forty 
frigates. Of these there were forty-seven sail of 
the line at Cronstadt, Revel, Petersburgli, and 
Archangel: but the Russian fleet was ill manned, 
ill officered, and ill equipped. Such a comb-inatioii 
under the influence of France would soon have 
become formidable ; and never did the British 
cabinet display more decision than in instantly 
preparing to crush it. Tliey erred, however, in 
permitting any petty consideration to prevent them 
from appointing Nelson to the command. The 
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public properly murmured at seeing it entrusted to 
another ; and he himself said to liaii St. Vincent, 
that circumstanced as he was, this expedition 
would probably be the last service that he should 
ever perform. The earl in reply, besought him, 
for God’s sake, not to suffer himself to be carried 
away by any sudden impulse. 

The season happened to be unusually favourable, 
so mild a winter had not been known iiv the Baltic 
for many years. When Nelson joimvl the fleet at 
Yarmouth, he found the admiral “ a little nervous 
about dark nights and fields of ice.” — “ But we 
must brace up,” said he ; “ these are not times for 
nervous systems. — 1 hope we shall give our north- 
ern enemies that hailstorm of bullets, which gives 
our dear country the dominion of the sea. We 
have it, and all the devils in the north cannot tak(‘ 
it from us, if our wooden walls have fair play.” 
Before the fleet left Yarmouth, it was sulliciently 
known that its destination was against Denmark. 
Some Danes, who belonged tothe Ania/ou frigate, 
went toCapt. Riou, and telling him what they had 
lieard, begged that he would get them exchanged 
into a ship bound on some other destination. — 

“ They had no wish,” they said, “ to cjuit the Bri- 
tish service ; but tliey entreated that they miglil 
not be forced to fight against their own country.” 
There w^as not in our whole navy a man who had 
a higher and more chivalrous sense of duty than 
Riou. Tears came into bis eyes while the men 
were speaking ; without making any reply, he in- 
stantly ordered his boat, and did not return to tliv 
Amazon till he could tell them that their wish wii> 
effected. 
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The fleet sailed on the 12th of March. Mr.* 
V'‘ansittart sailed in it; the British cabinet still 
hopinj^ to obtain its end by negotiation. It was well 
for England, that Sir Hyde Parker placed a fuller 
L'Oiifidence in Nelson than the govcrnineut seonis 
to have done at this most important crisis. Met 
enemies might well have been astonished at learn 
ing, that any other man should for a monu'nt lane 
])een thol^^•ht of for the command. But so liifli* 
deference w^s paid, even at this time, to his intui- 
tive and all-commanding genius, that when thi^ fliu ) 
had roaeliod its first rendezvous, at the entraiK c oi‘ 
t'le Kattegat, he had receiverl no ofiieial comniii- 
nir.^lipu whatever of the intended operations. His 
own mind had been made up upon them wiih its 
aet'ustonied decision. “ All I have gafheverfor om 
first plans,” said he, “ 1 disaj>])rovc most ('\('eod- 
ingly. Honour may arise from them; good raunol. 
I hoar we are likely to am^hor outside of (o’ohen- 
Imrgh Castle, instead of Copenhagen, which would 
gi\^e. w’oight to oiir negotiation. A Danish minisier 
v Quld think twice before he would put his name to 
wat with England, when the next moment he would 
probably see ids master’s fleet in flames, ami Ids 
ea])ital in ruins. The Dane should see our flag 
every moment he lifted up his head.” 

Mr. Vansittait left the fleet at the Scaw, and 
])reccdcd it in a frigate, with a flag of truce. Vw - 
eious time was lost by this delay, which was to ho 
purchased by the dearest blood of Britain and Den- 
mark : according to the Danes tliemscives, tin? in- 
telligonee that a British fleet was seen off the Sound 
prodiiced a much more general alarm in (^ojxudi.i 
gen than its actual arrival in the Roads; for tlu-n 



230 LIFE OP NELSON. [1801. 

ooeans of defence were, at that time, in such a state, 
that they could hardly hope to resist, still less to 
repel, an enemy. On the 21st Nelson had a long^ 
conference with Sir Hyde; and the next day ad- 
dressed a letter to him, worthy of himself and of 
the occasion . Mr. Vansittart’s report had then been 
received. It represented the Danish government 
■as in the highest degree hostile ; and their state 
of preparation as exceeding what our cabinet had 
suppos(‘d possible : for Denmark had profited, with 
all activity, of the leisure which had so impoliticly 
l)ecn given her. “The more I have reflected,” said 
Nelson to his commander, the more I am con- 
firmed in opinion, that not a moment should be 
lost in attacking the enemy. They will every day 
and c' cry hour be stronger : w'C shall never l>e so 
good a match for them as at this moment. The 
only consideration is, how to get at them with the 
least risk to our ships. — Here you are, with almost 
the safety, certainly with the honour, of England, 
more intrusted to you, than ever yet fell to the lot 
of any British oflicer. On your decision depends 
whether our country shall be degraded in the eyes 
of Eiir(;pe, or whether slie shall rear her head 
higher than ever. Again, I do' repeat, never did 
our countjy depend so much upon the success of 
any fleet as on this. How best to honour her, and 
abate the pride of her enemies, must be the suljiject 
of your dtjepest consideration.” 

Supposing him to force the passage of the Sound, 
Nelson thought some damage might be done 
among the. masts and yards ; though, perhaps, 
not one of them but would be serviceable again. 

If the wind be fair,” said he, “ and you deter- 
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mine to attack the ships and Crown Islands, you* 
must expect the natural issue of such a battle — 

, ships crippled, and, perhaps, one or two lost ; for 
f the wind which carries you in, will most probably 
not bring out a crippled ship. This mode I call 
taking the bull by the horns. It, however, will not 
prevent the Revel ships, or the Swedes, from join- 
ing the Danes : and to prevent this, is, in my hum- 
ble opinic^, a measure absolutely necessary ; and 
still to attaA: Cojjenhagen.” For this he proposed 
two modes. One was, to pass Cronenburgh, taking 
the risk of danger ; take the deepest and straight- 
est channel along the Middle Grounds ; and then 
comiijjg down the Garbar, or King’s Channel, at- 
tack the Danish line of floating batteries and ships, 
as might be found convenient. This would }a’cvent 
a junction, and might give an opportunity of bom- 
barding Copenhagen. Or to take the passage of 
the Bell, which might be accomplished in four or 
five days ; and then the attack by Draco might be 
made, and the junction of the Russians prevented. 
Supposing them through the Belt, he proposed that 
a detachment of the fleet should be sent to destroy 
the Russtan squadron at Revel ; and that the bu- 
siness at Copenhagen should be attempted w ith the 
remainder. “ The measure,” he said, ‘‘ might be 
thought bold ; but the boldest measures are the 
safest.” 

The pilots, as men who had nothing but safety 
to think of, were terrified by the formidable report 
of the batteries of Elsineur, and the tremendous 
preparations which our negotiators, who were now 
returned from their fruitless mission, had witnessed. 
They, therefore, persuaded Sir Hyde to prefer the 
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passage of the Belt. “ Let it he by the Sound, 
by the Bolt, or any how,’' cried Nelson, only lose 
not an hour!” On the 26th they sailed for the 
Belt : such was the habitual reserve of Sir Hyde, 
that his own captain, the captain of the fleet, did 
not know which course he had resolved to take till 
the fle(‘t were getting under weigh. When Capt. 
Domett Avas thus apprized of it, he felt it his duty 
to represent to the adiniri^I liis belief tl'/at if thai 
course were persevered iti, the ultimate dbject would 
be. totally defeated : it was liable to long delays, 
and to a(‘cidents of ships grounding ; in the whoK 
fleet ihen^ were only one captain, and one pilot, 
Avho knew anything of this formidable passage, (us 
it was (hen deemed) and their knowledge was very 
slights their instruetions did not authorize them 
to attein])t it; — supposing them safe through tlj| 
Bells, the heavy sliips could not come over the 
Groanfh to attack C!openhagen ; and light vessels 
woulil have no effect on such a line of defence as, 
had been |>rcpared against them. Domett urged 
tlu'se reasons so forcibly that Sir Hyde’s opinion 
was pliaken, and he consented to bring the fleet to, 
and s(‘rul for Nelson onboard. There can be littl( 
floid)tl)iit tliat the expedition would have failed, il 
Capt. Domett had not thus timely and earnestly 
giveii hi.< advice. — Nelson entirely agreed with him; 
and it. was tinally determined to take the passage 
of the Sound, — and the fleet returned to its former 
anchorage. 

Th(‘ next day was more idly expended in des- 
patching a flag oj‘ tnieeto the governor of (honen- 
burgh ( /astlc, to «ask whether he had received onlcr.^ 
to Arc at the British fleet; as the admired inu'^t 
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consider the first gun to be ii declaration of war oiu 
the part of Denmark. A soldier-like and becoming 
answer was returned to this formality. The goverm )r 
.said, that the British inini.ster had not been sent 
away from Copenhagenybiit had obtained a passport 
at his own demand. He himself, as a soldier, 
could not meddle with politics ; but he was not at 
liberty to suffer a fleet, of which the intention was 
not yet khown, to approach the guns of the castlc 
which he Infd the honour tcx command ; and he re- 
quested, if the British admiral should think proper 
to make any proposals to the King of Denmark, 
that he might be apprized of it before the fl(?ot 
approached nearer. During this intercourse, a 
Dane, who came on board the commander’s ship, 
having occasion to express his business hi v^i-itiiig, 
found the pen blunt; and, holding it u]), sarcasti- 
cally said, If your guns are not better pointed 
than youT' pens, you will make little impression on 
Copenhagen I” 

- On that day intelligence r(?ached tlie admiral ot 
the loss of one of his fleet, the Invincible, seventy- 
four, wrecked on a sand bank, as she was coming 
out of Yarmouth ; four hundred of her men perislied 
in her. Nelson, who was now a})])ointed to lead 
the van, shifted his flag to the J'dephant, Capt. 
Foley — a lighter ship than the St. George, and, 
therefoi'e, fitter for the expected operations. Th(‘ 
two following days were calm. Orders had been 
given to pass the Sound as soon as tlu^ wind woidd 
jiennit ; and, on the afternoon of the 29th, tlu? ships 
wore cleared for action, with an alacrity characteris- 
tic of British seamen. At daybyeak, on the dOth, it 
blew a lop-sail breeze from The signal was 
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^made, and the fleet moved on in order of battle; 
Nelson's division in the van, Sir Hyde's in the 
centre, and Admiral Graves' in the rear. 

Great actions, whether military or naval, have 
generally given celebrity to the scenes from whence 
they are denominated ; and thus petty villages, and 
capes, and bays, known only to the coasting trader, 
become associated with mighty deeds, and their 
names are made conspicuous in the history of the 
world. Here, however, the scene was every way 
worthy of the drama. The political importance of 
the Sound is such, that grand objects are not needed 
there to impress the imagination ; yet is the channel 
full of grand and interesting objects, both of art 
and nature. This passage, which Denmark had so 
long considered as the key of the Baltic, is, in its 
narrowest part, about three miles wide ; and here 
the city of Klsineur is situated ; except Copenhagen, 
the most flourishing of the Danish towns. Every 
vessel which passes lowers her top-gallant-sails, and 
pays toll at Elsineur : a toll which is believed to 
have had its origin in the consent of the traders to 
that sea, Denmark taking upon itself the charge ot 
constructing light-houses, and erecting signals, to 
mark the shoals and rocks from the Cattegat to the 
Baltic : and they, on their part, agreeing that all 
ships should pass this way, in order that all might 
pay their shares : none from that time using the 
passage of the Belt ; because it was not fitting that 
they, who enjoyed the benefit of the beacons in 
dark and stormy weather, should evade contributing 
to them in fair seasons and summer nights. 01 
late years about ten thousand vessels bad annually 
paid this contribution in time of peace. Adjoining 
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Elsiiieur, and at the edge of the peninsular prcA 
montory, upon the nearest point of land to the 
Swedish coast, stands Croneiiburgh Castle, built 
after Tycho Brahe's design ; a magnificent pile — 
at once a palace, and fortress, and state-prison, 
with its spires and towers, and battlements and 
batteries. On the left of the strait is the old Swedish 
city of Helsinburg ; at the foot, and on the side of 
a hill. the north of Helsinburg the shores are 
steep and aocky ; they to the south ; and the 

distant spires of Landscrona, Lund, and Malmoe, 
are seen in the fiat country. The Danish shores 
consist partly of ridges of sand ; but, more fro- 
(luently, they are diversified with corn-fields, mea- 
dowl^, slopes, and are covered with rich wood, and 
villages and villas, and summer palaces belonging 
to the king and the nobility, and denoting the. 
vicinity of a great capital. The isles of Huen, 
Statholm, and Amak, ap|Xiar in the widening chan- 
nel ; and, at the distance of twenty miles from 
Elsineur, stands Copenhagen, in full view ; the 
best city of the north, and one of the finest c apitals 
of Europe ; visible, with its stately spires, far off. 
Amid these magnificent objects there are some 
which possess a peculiar interest for the recollections 
which they call forth. The isle of Huen, a lovely 
domain, about six miles in circumference, had been 
the munificent gift of Frederick the Second to Tycho 
Brahe. It has higher shores than the near coast 
of Zealand, or than the Swedish coast in that part. 
Here most of his discoveries w’ere made ; and here 
the ruins are to be seen of his oliservatory, and of 
die mansion where he was visited by princes ; and 
where, with a princely spirit, he received and en- 
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t^Ttaincd all comers from all parts, and promoted 
science by bis liberality, as -well as by his labours, 
□siiieur is a name familiar to English ears, being 
ins(?]rarably associated with Hamlet, and one of the 
noblest wtnks of human genius. Croneriburgh had 
been the scene of deeper tragedy : here Queen 
Matilda was confined, the victim of a foul and 
niiirdc'rous court intrigue. Here, amid heart-break- 
ing griefs, she found consolation in nursing l^er infant. 
Here she took her everlasting leave of %that infant, 
when by the interference of England, her own deli- 
veranc'e was obtained ; and, as the ship bore her 
away from a eounti'y, wlicre the venial indiscretions 
(»i‘ youth, and unsuspicious gaiety had been so 
cruelly punished, upon these towers she fixed her 
eyes, and stood upon the deck, obstinately gazing 
toward 'tlc'in till the last speck had disappeared. 

The Sound being the only frequented entrance 
to the Baltic, the great Meditcrraitean of the 
Xorth, few j)arts of the sea display so frequent a 
jiavigiilion. In the height of the season not fewer 
than an liundred vessels pass every four-and-tweniy 
lio’.irs, for many weeks in succession : but never 
lia<l so busy or so splendid a scene been exhibited 
tb( re as on this day, when the British fleet pre- 
pared to force that passage, where, till now, all 
ships had vailed their top-sails to the flag of Den- 
mark. The whole force consisted of fifty-one sail 
ot‘ va.rious descriptions ; of which sixteen were of 
th(? line. The greater part of the bomb and gun 
vesstds took llieir stations ofl:' Croneiiburgh Castle, 
to cover the fh'Ct ; while others on the larboard, 
wer(; ready to engage the Swedish shore. The 
Danes, having improved every moment which ill- 
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timed negotiation and baffling weather gave theiit, 
had lined their shore with batteries ; and as soon 
as the Monarch, which was the leading ship, came 
abreast of them, a fire was opened from aljoiit a 
hundred pieces of canhon and mortars : our light 
vessels immediately, in return, opened their fire 
upon the castle. Here was all the pompous cir- 
<'nmstance, and exciting reality of war, without its 
effects; Jbr this ostentatious display was but a 
bloodless p#('lude to the wide and sweeping des- 
truction which was soon to follow. The eucinies’ 
shot fell near enough to splash the water oji hoard 
our ships; not rel^^ing upon any forbearaiu’C of the 
Swedes, they meant to have kept the mid channel ; 
hut,Vlien they perceived that not a shot was fired 
from Helsingburg, and that no batteries we^e to be 
seen on tlie Swedish shore, they inclined lo tluil 
side, so as completely to got out of reach of the 
Danish guns. The uninterrupted blaze which was 
kept up from them till the fleet had passed, s('rved 
only to exhilarate our sailors, and afford them 
matter for jest, as the shot fell in showers a full 
cable’s length short of its destined aim. .A few 
rounds were relumed from some of our leading 
ships till they perceived its inutility : — this, how- 
ever, occasioueijR" the only bloodshed of the day, 
some} of our mten being killed and \^oiinded by tlie 
bursting of a gun. As soon as the main body had 
passed, the gun vessels followed desisting from 
their bombardment, which had been as innocent 
as that of the enemy ; and, about mid-day, the 
whole ffoet anchored between the island of Hueii 
nul Copenhagen, Sir Hyde, with Nelson, Ad- 
miral Graves, some of the senior captains, and the 
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rbmiriiiudinjy officers of the artillery and the troops, 
then proceeded in a lugger, to reconnoitre the ene- 
my’s means of defence; a formidable line of ships, 
radeaus, pontoons, galleys, fire-ships, and gun- 
boats, flanked and supported by extensive batteries, 
and occupying, from one extreme point to the 
other, an extent of nearly four miles. 

A council of war Was held in the afternoon. It 
was apparent that the Danes could not b(j. attacked 
without great difficulty and risk ; and tome of the 
members of the council spoke of the number of the 
Swedes and the Russians whom they should after- 
wards have to engage, as a consideration which 
ought to be borne in mind. Nelson, who kept 
pacing the cabin, impatient as he ever was of any 
thing which savoured of irresolution, reportedly 
said, “ The more numerous the better, I wish they 
were twice as many, — the easier the victory, depend 
on it.’' The plan upon which he had determined, 
if ever it should be his fortune to bring a Baltic 
fleet to action, was, to attack the head of their line, 
and confuse their movements. — “ Close with a 
Frenchman,” he used to say, ‘‘ but outmananivre 
a Russian.” He offered his services for the attack, 
requiring ten sail of the line, and the whole of the 
smaller craft. Sir Hyde gave him two more line 
of battle ships*than he asked, and left every thing 
to his judgment. 

The enemy's force was not the only, nor tlio 
greatest, obstacle with which the British fleet had 
to contend : there was another to be overcome Ih;- 
fore they could come in contact with it. The chan- 
nel was little known, and extremely intricate ; all 
the buoys had been removed : and the Danes con- 
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sidered this difficulty as almost insuperable, think-, 
ing the channel impracticable for so large a fleet. 
Nelson himself saw the soundings made, and the 
buoys laid down, boating it upon this exhausting 
service, day and night, till it was effected. When 
this was done, he thanked God for having enabled 
him to get through this difficult part of his duty. 

It had worn him down,” he said, ‘‘ and was in- 
finitely ni^re grievous to him than any resistance 
which he cifldd experience from the enemy. 

At the first council of war, opinions inclined to 
an attack from the eastward : but the next day, 
the wind being southerly, after a second examina- 
tion of the Danish position, it was determined to 
attactc from the south, approaching in the manner 
which Nelson had suggested in his first thcjughts. 
On the morning of the 1st of April the whole fleet 
removed to an anchorage within two leagues of the 
town, and off the N. W. end of the Middle Ground ; 

shoal lying exactly before the town, at about 
three (juartcrs of a mile distance, and extending 
along its whole sea front. The King’s Channel, 
where thi^’e is deep water, is between this shoal 
and the fjjiwn ; and here the Danes had arranged 
their line of defence, as near the shore as possible ; 
nineteen ships and floating batteries, flanked, at 
the end nearest the town, by the Crown Batteries, 
which were two artificial islands, at the mouth of 
the harbour — most formidable works; the larger 
one having, by the Danish account, sixty-six guns; 
but, as Nelson believed, eighty-eight. The fleet 
having ancliored, Nelson, with Riou, in the Ama- 
i>on, made his last examination of the ground ; and, 
about one o’clock, returning to his own ship, threw 
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'‘)ut the signal to weigh. It was received with a 
shout throughout the whole division; they weighed 
with a light and favourable DVind : the narrow 
channel between the island of Saltholni and the 
Middle Ground had been accurately buoyed; the 
small craft pointed out the course distinctly; Rioii 
led the way : the whole division coasted along the 
(uiter edge of the shoal, doubled its* farther extre- 
mity, and amdiored there off Draco Poir.t, just as 
the darkness closed — the headmost of^the enemy’s 
line not being more than two miles distant. The 
signal to prepare for action had been made early in 
the evening ; ami, as his own anchor dropt, Nelson 
called out, I will fight them the monu nt I have 
a fair wind.” It had been agreed that Sir Hyd(\ 
witli tl’e remaining ships, sliould weigh on 
lowing morning, at the same time as Nelsdlpl^'i 
menace the Crown Batteries on his side, an®|8te 
four ships of the line which lay at tlu; eutvai^iol’ 
the arsenal ; and to cover our own disabled sfcips 
as they came out of action. 

The Danes, meantime, had not been idle 
srxnier did the guns of Gronenhurgh make it known 
to the whole city that all negotiation was vit an 
cud, that the British fleet wu^ passing the Sound, 
and that the dispute between tlie two crowns must 
now be decided by arms, than a spirit displayed 
itself most honourable to the Danish character. 
AH ranks offered themselves to the service of tln ir 
country ; the university furnished a corps of twelve 
hundred youths, the flower of Denmark : — it was 
one of those emergencies in which little drilling or 
fliseipline is necessary to render courage available; 
they had noth iug to learn but how to imiiuigr th*' 
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and day and night Were employed in prac*. 
tising them. When the movements of Nelson’s 
squadron were pei?ceivcd, it was known when and 
where the attack was to be expeeted, and the liiie 
of defence was manned indiscriminately by soldiers, 
sailors, and citizens. Had not the whole attention 
of the Danes been directed to strengthen their own 
means of defettCie, they might most materially have 
annoyed t4ie invading squadron, and, perhaps, frus- 
trated the iflipending attack ; for the British ships 
were crowded in an anchoring ground of little ex- 
tent : — it was calm, so that mortar- boats might 
have acted against them to the utmost advantage ; 
and they were within range of shells from Amak 
Island/ A few fell among them ; but the enemy 
soon c^sed to fire. It was learnt afterward^, that, 
forlunately for the fieet, the bod of the mortar had 
given way ; and the Danes either could not get it 
replac'ed, or, in the darkness, lost the direction. 

Thisf 'vas an awful night for Copenhagen, — far 
more so than for the British fleet, where the men 
were accustomed to battle and victory, and had 
none objects before their eyes, which ren- 

der diWi terrible. Nelson sat down to talde with 
a laige l»arty of his officers : he was, as he was ever 
wont to' be when on the eve of action, in high spi- 
rits, and drank to a leading wind, and to the sue- 
ci'ss of the morrow. After supper they returned to 
their respective shi})S, except Riou, who remained 
lo arrange the order of battle with Nelson and 
Foley, and to draw up instructions : Hardy, mean- 
time, went in a small boat to examine the chaniu‘1 
l>etween them and the enemy; approaching so 
near, that he sounded round their leading ship with 
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a pole, lest the noise of throwing the lead should 
discover him. The incessant fatigue of body, as 
well as mind, which Nelson had'tindergone during 
the last three days, had so exhausted him, that he 
was earnestly urged to go to his cot ; and liis old 
servant, Allen, using that kind of authority, which 
long and affectionate services entitled and enabled 
him to assume on such occasions, insisted upon his 
complying. The cot was placed on the'*floor, and 
he continued to dictate from it. About eleven 
Hardy returned, and reported the practicability of 
the channel, and the depth of water up to the ene- 
my’s line. About one, the orders were completed ; 
and half a dozen clerks, in the foremost cabiii^ pro- 
ceeded to transcribe them : Nelson frecpiently call- 
ing ou,t to them from his cot to hasten their work, 
for the wind was becoming fair. Instead of at- 
tempting to get a few hours’ sleep, he was con- 
stantly receiving reports on this important point. 
At daybreak it was announced as becoming per; 
fectly fair. The clerks finished their work about 
six. Nelson, who was already up, breakfa.stec] , 
and made signal for all captains. The land forces, 
and five hundred seamen, under Capt. Freeniaiitlc 
and the Hon. Col, Stewart, were to storm the 
Crown Battery as soon as its fire sliould be silenced ; 
and Riou — ^whom Nelson had never seen till this 
expedition, but whose worth he had instantly per- 
ceived, and appreciated as it deserved — had tlu 
Blanche and Alcrnene frigates, the Dart and Arro\\ 
sloops, and the Zephyr and Otter fire-ships, given 
him, with a special command to act as circuiu* 
stances iniglit require : — every other ship had it> 
station appointed. 
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Between eight and nine, the pilots and masters, 
were ordered on board the admiraVs ships. The 
pilots were mostly^^ men who had been mates in 
Baltic traders ; and their hesitation about the bear- 
ing of the east end of the shoal, and the exact line 
of deep water, gave ominous warning of how little 
their knowledge was to be trusted. The signal for 
action had been made, the wind was fair — not a 
moment to be lost. Nelson urged them to be 
steady, — to resolute, and to decide : but they 

wanted the only ground for steadiness and decision 
in such cases; and Nelson had reason to regret 
that he had not tmsted to Hardy’s single report. 
J'his was one of the most painful moments of his 
life ; *an,d he always spoke of it with bitterness. 

I experienced in the Sound, said he, /‘ tin* 
misery of having the honour of our country in- 
trusted to SLset of pilots, who have no other thought 
than 4o keep the ships clear of danger, and their 
own silly heads clear of shot. Every body knows 
what 1 must have suffered : and if any merit 
attaij^^s itself to me, it was for combating the dan- 
gers "bf the shallows in defiance of them.” At 
length Mr. Bryerly the master of the Bellona, dc- 
clarc<l that he was prepared to lead the ticet : his 
judgment w'as acceded to by the rest : they re- 
turned to their ships; and, at half-past nine, the 
signal was made to Aveigh in succession. 

Capt. Murray, in the Edgar, led the way ; the 
Agamemnon was next in order; but, on the first 
attempt to leave her anchorage, she could not 
weather the edge of the shoal ; and Nelson ha<l the 
grief to see his old ship, in which he had perfoi med 
SO many years’ gallant ser\dces, immovably agroimtl, 
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Alt a moment when her help was so greatly required. 
Signal was then made for the Polyphemus : and 
this change in the order of sailing was executed 
with the utmost promptitude : yet so much delay 
had thus been unavoidably occasioned, that the 
Edgar was for some time unsupported : and the 
Polyphemus, whose place shoiikl have !)e,en at tin* 
end of the enemy’s line, where their strength was 
the greatest, could get no further than#t,he begin- 
ning, owing to the difhculty of the channel : there 
she occupied, indeed, an etheient station, but one 
where her presence was Ic.ss required. The Isis fol- 
lowed, with better fortune, and took her own birth. 
The Ih'llona, Sir Thomas Boulden Thonq^son, kept 
too close on the starboard shoal, and grounded 
abreas^t of the outer ship ot* the enemy : this was 
the more vexations, inasinueh as the wind was fair, 
the room am])le, and three sliips luid led tin* way. 
Tlu‘ Russell, following the Bellona, grounded in 
like manner: both were within reach of shot; but 
their absence iVoin th(-ir intended stations was se- 
\en'ly h it. Eac*h ship bad been ordered to pas.s 
her leader f)n the starboard side, because tlie water 
was^dtu^pased to shoal on th(‘ larboaril shore. Nel- 
s(ai, Wfia^^liiinc next after these two ships, thought 
llif V hi|j|i^ept too far on the starboard direction, 
anti tSPP signal for them to close with the enemy, 
not k^t^ving tliat they w'erc aground ; but, when lu' 
perceived that they did not obey the signal, he or- 
dered the l^lephant’s helm to starboard, and went 
within these ships : thus quitting the appoiiitefl 
order of sailing, and guiding those, which were to 
follow. The greater part of the fleet were probably, 
by this act of promptitude on his part, saved from 
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^oiag on shore. Each ship, as she arrived nearly 
opposite to her appointed station, let her anchor goT 
by th^tern, and presented her broadside to the 
Danes*, ,Xhe distance between each was about half 
a cable. The action was fought nearly at the dis- 
tance of a cable’s length from tire enemy. This, 
which rendered its continuance so long, \vas ovvin^ 
to the ignorance and consequent indecision of thn 
pilots. Ii]i^ pursuance of the same error which had 
led the BetJona and the Russell aground, they, 
vvlieii the lead was at a quarter less live, refused to 
approach nearer, in dread of shoaling their water 
on the larboard shore : a fear altogether erroneous, 
for the water deepened up to the very side of the 
eneni5’S;liuc, 

At live minutes after ten the action began. The 
iirst half of our lleet was engaged in about dalf an 
hour; and, by half-past eleven, the battle became 
general. The plan of the attack had been complete : 
but seldom has any plan been more disconcerted 
l)y untoward accid(*nts. Of twelve ships of the lino, 
one was entirely useless, and two others in a situa- 
tion where they could not render half the service 
which was required of them. Of the squadron of 
gun-brigs only one could get into action ; the rest 
were prevented, by baffling currents, from weather- 
ing the eastern end of the -shoal; and only two of 
the bomb- vessels could reach their station on the 
Middle Ground, and open their mortars on the ar- 
senal, firing over both fleets. Riou took the vacant 
station against the Crow-n Battery, with his frigates; 
attempting, with that unequal force, a service In 
which three sail of the line had been directed to 
assist.. 
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<• Nelson’s agitation had been extreme when he 
'saw himself, before the action begun, deprived of a 
fourth part of his ships of the line ; but no sooner 
was he in battle, where his squadron was received 
with the fire of more than a thousand guns, than, 
as if tliat artillery, like music, had driven away all 
care and painful thoughts, his countenance bright- 
ened ; and, as a bystander describes him, his con- 
versation became joyous, animated, elevated, aiul 
delightful. Tiie commander-in-chicp meantime, 
near enough to the scene of action to know the un- 
favourable accidents which had so materially weak- 
ened Nelson, and yet too distant to know the real 
state of the contending y)artics, su tFen d the most 
dreadful anxiety. To get to his assistance was iin- 
pt)ssible ; both wind and current were against him. 
Fear for the event, in such circumstances, would 
naturally prejionderate in the l)ravest mind; and, 
at one o’clock, perceiving that, after three hours’ 
endurance, the enemy’s fire w'as unslackencd, ho 
l)egai\ to despair of success. ‘‘ 1 will make the 
signal of recal,” said he to his captain, “ for Ncl^^ 
son’s sake. If he is in a condition to continue 
action successfully, he will disregard it ; if he is n W , 
it will be an excuse for his retreat, and no blami 
can be imputed to him.” Captain Domett urged 
him at least to delay the signal, till he could com- 
municate with Nelson; Vnit, in Sir Hyde’s opinion. 
|be danger was too pressing for deday : — “ The 
^e,” he said, “ was too hot for Nelson to oppose ; 
a retreat he thought must be made, — he was aware 
of the cousequenees to his own [)crsonaI reputation, 
but i^would be cowardly in him to leave Nelson to 
])ear the whole shame of the failure, if shame it 
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should be deemed.” Under a mistaken judgment, 
therefore, but with this disinterestetl and generous 
feeling, he made the signal for retreat. 

Nelson was at this lime, in all the excitement of 
action, pacing the quarter-deck. A shot through 
the mainmast knocked the splinters about; and he 
observed to one of his officers with a smile, “ It is 
warm work ; and this day may be the last to any of 
us at a mopiciit — and then stopping short at the, 
gangway, addled, with emotion — “ But mark you ! 

I would not be elsewhere for thousantls.” About this 
time the signal lieutenant called out, that number 
thirty-nine, (the signal for discontinuing the action) 
was thrown out by the corninandcr-iii-ohief. He 
contiflued to walk the deck, and ap])eared to take 
no notice of it.. The signal officer met him at the 
next turn, and aske<l if he should rojK*at it. “ No,” 
Ik* replied; acknowledge it.” Presently he called 
after him to know if the signal for close a<.*tion was 
still hoisted; and being answ'cred in the affirmativt*, 
said “ Mind you keep it so,” He now paced the 
deck, moving the stump of his lost arm in a man- 
ner which always indicated great emotion. “ Do 
you knowj^.^ said he to Mr. Ferguson, “ what is slunvn 
on board^m? commander-iu-chief ? Number thirty- 
nine !” Sh:. Ferguson asked what that meant. — 
“ Why f fo leave otf action !” Then, shrugging up 
his shoulders, he repeated the words — “ Ixave off' 
action ? Now, damn me if I do I Y ou know, Foley,” 
turning to the captain, “ I have only one eye, — 


* I have great pleasure in rendering this justice to Sir llyth? 
baiker's reasoning. The fact is stated upon the Inghcsi 
•and most unquestionable autUoiil^"' 
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I have a right to be blind sometimes — and then, 
putting the glass to his blind eye, in that mood ot‘ 
mind which sports with bitterness, he exclaimed, 
“ I really do not see the signal !” Presently he ex- 
claimed, Damn the signal ’’ Keep mine for closer 
battle flying ! That’s the way I answer such signals ! 
Nail mine to the mast !” Admiral Graves, who was 
so situated that he could not discern what was 
done on board tl>e hdephaut, disobeyed i^ir Hyde’s 
signal in like manner : wdiether by f(>rtunate mis- 
take, or by a like brave intention, has not been 
made known. The other ships of the line, looking 
only to Nelson, continued the action. The 
however, saved lliou’s little squadron, but 
save its heroic leader. This squadron, whU^’^s 
nearest the cominander-in-chief, obeyed, and 
oft', it bad sufi'ered severely in its most ur4|mul 
contest. For a long time the Amazon Ini^Hien 
firing, env(doped in smoke, when Riou desHpu's 
men to stand fast, and let the smoko clear on. flial 
they miglit see what they were about. A latal 
order; for the Danes then got elear sight of her 
from the batteries, and pointed their guns with such 
tremeiulous eftbet, that nothing but the signal for 
retreat saved this frigate from destrueti^ir “What 
will Nelson think of us !” was Riou’s mournful ex- 
clamation, when he unwillingly drew off. IJe h^d 
boon wounded in the head by a splinter, and \^s 
sitting on a gun, encouraging his men, when, just 
as the Amazon showed her stern to the Trekioncj 
battery, his clerk was killed by his side ; and 
another shot swept away several marines, wlio won' 
hauling in the main brace. ‘‘Come, then, my 
boys!” cried Rioii;|-44Jl^t ws die all together!” The 
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words bad scarcely been uttered, before a raking 
shot cut him in two. Except it had been Nelson 
himself, the British navy could not have suffered 
a severer loss. 

The action continued along the line with una- 
bated vigour on our side, and with the most deter- 
mined resolution on the part of the Danes. They 
fought t*o great advantage, because most of the 
vessels in "ilieir line of defence were without masts : 
the few whiefh had any standing had their top-masts 
struck, and the hulls could not be seen at intervals. 
The Isis must have been destroyed by the superior 
weight of her enemy’s fire, if Capt. Inman, in the 
Desiree frigate, had not judiciously taken a situa- 
tion which enabled him to rake the Dane, and if 
the Polyphemus had not also relieved her . , Both 
ifi the bellona and the Isis many men were lost 
by the bursting of their guns. - The former ship 
w^ about forty years old, and tliese guns were 
btteved to be the same which she had first taken 
to sea : they were, probably, originally faidty, for 
the fragments were full of little air-holes. The 
Bellona lost seventy-five Aen ; the Isis, one hun- 
dred and ten ; the Monarch, two hundred and ten. 
She was, more than any other line of battle ship, 
exposed to the great battery : and, supporting at 
the same time the united fire of the Holstein and 
the Zealand, her loss this day exceeded that of 
any single ship during the whole war. Amid the 
tremendous caniagc in this vessel, some of the 
men displayed a singular instance of coolness ; the 
]>ork and peas happened to be in the kettle ; a shot 
kno('ked its conteuks about; — they picked up the 
piec'os, and ate anir fought at the same time. 
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„ The prinec royal had taken his station upon one 
ot‘ the batteries, from whence he behc'ld the action, 
and issued Ins orders. Denmark had never becm 
engaged in so arduous a contest, and never did the 
Danes more nobly display their national courage : 
— a courage nut more unhappily, than iinpolitiely 
exerted in subserviency to tlm interest of I'rance. 
Capt. Thnra, of the Indfoedsretten, felTearly in 
the action; and all his otficers, except one lieu 
tenant and one marine ofHcer, were eitln^r killed ui 
wounded. In the (‘onfusion, the colours were 
cither struck, or shot away ; but she was moored 
athwart one of the batteries in such a situation, 
that the British made no attempt to board, her; 
and a boat was despatched to the princc', to infoim 
him oS her situation. He turneil to those about 
him, and said, “ (icntlemcn, Tbura is killed; 
which of yon will take the command Schrocdcr- 
see, a captain who had lately resigned, on at eoijj 
f)f extrt'nie ill health, answered, in a feeble 
“ I will!” and hastened on board. TIkj crew, 
perceiving a new commander coming alongside, 
hoisted their colours again, and bred a broadside. 
Scliroedersee, when he came on deck, found him- 
self surrounded by the dead and wouudisl, and 
called to those in the boat to get tpiickly on hoard ; 
a ball struck him at that moment. A lieutenant, 
who had accompanied him, then took the com- 
mand, and (-(jiitinued to fight tl»e shi]). A youth 
of seventeen, liy name V’illcmoes, particularly dis- 
tinguished himself on this memorable day. He 
had volunteered to take the command of a floating 
battery; which was a raft, consisting merely of n 
number of beams nailed together, with a flooring 
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to support the j^uns : it was square, with a breast^ 
work lull of port -holes, and without masts, — car- 
ryiu<> twenty-four guns, and one hundred and 
twenty nu n. With this he got under the stern of 
the Elephant, below the reach of the stern-chasers; 
and, uiuU',r a heavy fire, of small arms from the 
marines, fought his raft, till the truce was an- 
nounced, with such skill, as well as courage, as to 
ex(!ite Nelson’s wannest admiration. 

Between' ,vne and two the fire of the Danes 
slackened; about tw'o it ceased from the gieater 
part of their line, and some of tVieir lighter shi])s 
w’ore adrift. It was, however, dilhcult to take pos- 
s(‘Ssion of those who struck, because the batteries 
on Amak Island protected them ; and because, an 
irregidar fire w^as kept up from the ships thein- 
s('lves as the boats approached. This arose; from 
tlu; nature of the action; the cri'ws were continu- 
, ally reinforced from the shore : ami fresh men com- 
ing ^ board, did not inquire whether tin; Hag had 
been struck, or,. perhaps, did not heed it; — maiiv, 
ir most of them never having been engaged in war 
before, — knowing nothing, therefore, of its laws, 
and .tliinking only of defending their country to 
tlic last extremity. The Daiibrog fired upon the. 
l"le])'n.mt’s boats in this manner, though her com- 
modon' had removed her pendant and deserted her, 
tliough she had struck, and though she w^as in 
Humes. After she had been abandoned by tlu* 
l oinmodore, Braun fought ber till be lost bis right 
band, and then Capt. Lemming took the command, 
d'his unex pex’ted reiiew'al of her fire made the Ele- 
phant and (Ilattdl renew theirs, till she w^as not 
ordy silenced, biitj^evirly every man in the praams, 
ahead and astei'n of her, wu^k killed. When the 
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:’.iuoke of thoir guna died away, she was seen drift- 
ing in flames before the wind : those of her crew, 
who remained alive, and able to exert themselves, 
throwing themselves out at her port-holes, Capt. 
Bertie of the Ardent sent his launch to their assist- 
ance, and saved throe and twenty of them. 

Capt. Rothe commanded the Nyeborg praam ; 
and, perceiving that she coidd not much longer be 
kept afloat, made for the inner road. As he t)assefl 
the line, he found the Aggershuus praam in a 
more miserable condition than his own; her masts 
had all gone by the board, and she was on the 
point of sinking. Rothe made fust a cable to her 
stern, and towed her off: but he could get hef no 
furtlicr than a shoal, called Stnbbcn, when si 
sunk ; and soon after he liad worked the , 
up to the landing place, that vessel also sunlc 
tile gunwale. Never did any vessel come out of 
action in a more dreadful plight. The stump ot 
her foremast was the only stick standi^j^^ ’ 
cabin had been stove in ; every gu% cxoej^FM^in 
gle one, was dismounted ; and 'her. deck w® co- 
vered with shattered limbs and dead bodies. 

By half-past two the action had ceased along 
that part of the line which was astern of the Ele- 
phant, but not with the ships ahead and the Crown 
Batteries. Nelson, seeing the manner in whicli 
his boats were fired ujxm, when they, went to take 
possession of the prizes, becanie and said, 

he must either send on shore to. have this irregular 
proceeding stopt, or send a fire sliip arid burn them. 
Half the shot from the Trekroncr, and from tlu* 
batteries at Amak at this time, %uck the surren- 
dered ships, four of which had g|p|kclo»e togetlu.i , 
and the lire of the English, in rcftl!ifl|! wa.s eciual!) 
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or even more destructive to these poor devoted/' 
Danes. Nelson, who was as humane as he was 
brave, was shocked at this massacre, — for such he 
called it : and, with a presence of mind peculiar to 
himself, and never more signally displayed than 
now, he retired into the stern gallery, and wrote 
thus to the Crown Prince : Vice-Admiral Lord 
Nelson has been commanded to spare Denmark, 
when she.jio longer resists. The line of defence 
which covered her shores has struck to the British 
dag : but if the firing is continued on the part of 
Denmark, he must set on fire all the prizes that he 
has taken, without having the power of saving the 
men who have so nobly defended them. The brave 
Danes are the brothers, and should never be* the 
cnei|i^, of the English.” A wafer was^ given 
him ; but he ordered a candle to be ])rought from 
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Ihc cockpit, and sealed the letter with wax, affixing 
a larger seal than he ordinarily used. This,” 
said he, ‘Ms no time to appear hurried and in- 
formal.” Capt. Sir Frederic Thesiger, who acted 
as Ills aid-de-camp, carried this letter with a flag 
of truce. Meantime, the fire of the ships ahead, 
and the approach of the Ramillies and Defence, 
from Sir Hyde’s division, which had now worked 
near enotigh to alarm the enemy, tho-.gh not to 
injure them, silenced the remainder oV the Danisli 
line to the eastward of the Trckroncr. Tliat bat- 
tery, however, continued its fire. This formidable 
work, owing to the want of the ships which had 
been destined to attack it, and the inadetpiate force 
of R-iou’s little scpiadron, w'as comparatively imin- 
jured : towards the close of the action it had been 
manned with nearly fifteen hundred mcti ; and the 
intention of storming it, for which every preparation 
had been made, was abandoned as iiuptacticable. 

During Thesiger’s absence. Nelson sent forFrec- 
mantle, from the Ganges, and cpiisMted with him 
and Foley, whether it was advisable to advance, 
with those ships which had sustmned least damage, 
against tlie yet uninjured part of the Danish line. 
Tliey were decidedly of opinion, that the best thing 
which could be done was, while the wind continiiocl 
fair, to remove the fleet out of tlic intricate channel, 
from which it had to retreat. In somewhat more 
than half an hour after Thesiger had been des- 
patched, the Danish Adjutant-General Lindholm 
came, hearing a flag of truce; upon vvhieli the 
Trckroncr ceased to fire, and the action clt)sefl, 
after four horn's’ continuance. He brought an in- 
quiry Jrom the prince, What was the object of 
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Nei&on’s note ? The British admiral wrote in rc<* " 
ply : Lord Nelson’s object in sending the flag ot* 

truce was humanity: he therefore consents that 
hostilities shall cease, and that the wounded Danes 
may be taken on shore. And Lord Nelson will 
take his prisoners out of the vessels, and burn or 
carry off' his prizes as he shall think fit. Lord 
Nelson, with humble duty to his royal highness the 
prince, will^consider this the greatest victory he has 
ever gained) if it may be the cause of a happy recon- 
ciliation and union between his own most gracious 
sovereign and his majesty |^e king of Denmark.” 
— Sir Frederic Tliesiger was despatched a second 
time with the reply; and tlie Danish adjutant- 
generAl was referred to the commander-in-chief for 
ir conference iipon this overture. Lindholm as- 
senting to this, proceeded to the London, Whk.*h 
was riding at anchor full four miles olf; and Nel- 
son, losing not one of the critical moments which 
he. had thus gained, made signal for his leading 
^shi|« to weigh succession : — they had the shoal 
to clear, they tfeMmuch crippled, and their course 
was immediateljaunder the guns of the Trekroner. 

The Monavch^ed the way. This ship had re- 
ceived six and twenty shot between wind and water. 
She had not a iferpud standing ; there was a double- 
headed shot m the heart of her foremast, and the 
slighte5>t wind would have sent every mast* over 
her side. The iinmiuent danger from which Nelson 

* It would have been well if the fleet, before they went 
under the batteries, had left their spare spars moored out of 
of shot. JMany would have been saved which were 
<lestioyed lying on the booms, and the hurt done by their 
splinters would have been saved also. Small craft could have 
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liad extricated himself soon became apparent : the 
Monarch touched immediately upon a shoal, over 
which she was pushed by the Ganges taking her 
amid ships ; the Glatton went clear ; but the other 
two, the Defiance and the Elephant, grounded about 
a mile from the Trekroner, and there remained fixed, 
for many hours, in spite of all the exertions of their 
wearied crews. The Desiree frigate also, at the 
other end of the line, having gone towai;d the close 
of the action to assist the Bcllona, became fast on 
the same shoal. Nelson left the Elephant, soon 
after she took the ground, to follow Liiidholm. 
The heat of ac^tion was over ; and that kind of 
feeling, which the surrounding scene of havock was 
so well fitted to produce, pressed heavily upon lii{^ 
exhausted spirits. The sky had suddenly become 
overcfist ; white flags were waving from the mast- 
heads of so many shattered ships : — the slaughter 
had ceased, but the grief was to come ; for the 
account of the dead was not yet made up, acyl^o 
man could tell for what friends he might hat^ to 
mourn. The very silence which follows the cessa- 
tion of sucVi a battle becomes a weight upon the 
heart at first, rather than a relief ; and though the 
work of mutual destruction was at an end, the Dan- 
brog was, at this time, drifting about in flamCvS : 
presently she blew up ; while our boats, wdiicli liad 
put ofF in all directions to assist her, were 'endea- 
vouring to pick up her devoted crew, few of whom 
could be saved. The fate of these men, after the 

towed them up when they were required : and, aftersuch an action, 
so many must necessarily be wanted, that, if those which were 
not in use were wounded, it might thus have rendered it inipos- 
sihle to refit the ships. 
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gallfintry which they had displayed, particuladij/ 
aflPected Nelson : for there was nothing in this action 
of that indignation against the enemy, and that 
impression of retributive justice, which at the Nile 
had given a sterner temper to his mind, and a sense 
of austere delight, in beholding the vengeance of 
^vhich he was the appointed minister. The Danes 
were an honourable foe ; they were of English 
mould as well as English blood ; and now that the 
battle had ceased, he regarded them rather as bre- 
thren than as enemies. There was another reflec- 
tion also, which mingled , with these melancholy 
thoughts, and predisposed him to receive them. 
He was not here master of his own movements, as 
4at Ej.(ypt; he had won the day by disobeying his 
orders; irnd in so far as he had been successful, 
had convicted the commander-in-ehiet‘ of ah error 
litt judgment. “ Well,” said he, as he left the Kle- 
f^hant, “ 1 have fought contrary to orders, and 1 
shall perhaps+be hanged. Never mind: let them!’ 

This was tiife language of a man, who, while he 
is giving tltwfeancc to -an uneasy thought, clothes 
it lialf ill jest, because he half repents that it has 
bet'n disclosed. His services had been too eminent 
on that day. His judgment too conspicuous, his 
success too signal, for any commander, however 
jealous of his own authority, or envious of another’s 
merits, to express any thing but satisfaction and 
gratitude : which Sir Hyde heartily felt, and sin- 
cerely expressed. It was speedily agreed that there 
slioiild be a suspension of hostilities for four and 
tw(;nty hours ; that all the prizes should be surren- 
dered, and the wounded Danes carried on shore. 
1 hfjre was a pressing necessity for this ; for the 

• R R 
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’'d)aiics, either from too much confidence in the 
strength of their position, and the difficulty of the 
channel ; or, supposing that the wounded might be 
carried on shore during the action, which was found 
totally impracticable ; or, perhaps, from the coufu- 
sioii which the attack excited, had [)rovid(^d no 
surgeons : so that, when our men boarded the 
captured ships, they found many of the mangled 
and mutilated Danes blec'cliiig to death, for want 
of proper assistance : a scenci, of all others, the most 
shocking to a brave man’s feelings. 

The boats of Sir Hyde’s division were actively 
employed all night in bringing out the prizes, and 
in geltingadoat the ships which were on shore. At 
daybreak, Nelson, who had slept in his own' ship, 
the St. CTCorge, rowcM.l to the Elephant; and his 
delight at finding her afloat seemed to give him 
new life. There hc’ tejok a hasty breakfast, praM 
iiig the men for their exertions, and then puslu'C^^ 
to the prizes, which had not yet been remoy ” 
The Zealand, seventy-four, the last "which str^|^| 
had drifted on the shoal under the Trc;kroncr 
relying, as it seems, upon the protection which 
battery might have alibrded, refused to acknowl? 
herself captured ; saying, that though it was trur 
her flag was not to he seen, her pendant was still 
flying. . Nelson ordered one of our brigs and three 
loug-boats to approach her, and rowed up lumself 
to one of the; enemy’s ships, to communicate wiili 
thc^ commodore. This officer proved to be. an old 
ac'cjuaintance, whom bo liad known in the West 
Tiiclies : so he invited himself on board ; and, witli 
that urbanity, us well as decision, which always 
ch.jiji^erised him, urged his claim to the Zealuial 
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so well, that it was admitted. The men from 
boats lashed a cabhj round her bowsprit, and tlu* 
^’un-vessel towed her away. It is affirmed, and 
probably with truth, that the Danes felt more pain 
at beholding this, than at all their misfortunes on 
the pjrecedin"^ day : and one of the officers. Com- 
modore Steen Bille, went to the Trek roner battery, 
and asked the commander why he had not. sunk 
the Zealand, rather than sulfer her thus to be car- 
ried off by the enemy ? 

Tliis was, indeed, a mournful day for Copen- 
im^en ! It was Good Friday; but the g;encrul agi- 
tation, and the mourning which was in every house, 
made all distinction of days be forgotten. There 
kvere,*ut that hour, thousands in that city, who 
felt, and more, perhaps, who needed, tlu; consola- 
tions of C-hristianity ; — but few or none wlu/could 
be calm enough to think of its o])servanc('s. The 
Etiglish were actively employi'd in refitting their 
own ships, securing the prizes, and distributing the 
prisoners ;;s, tl}e Danes, in carrying on shore and 
disposing the wounded and the dead. — It had 
been a numerous action. Oiir loss, in killed and 
wounded, nine liundred and fifty-three. Part 
of this ,,t4Wiightcr might have ])een spared. The 
cominandittg officer of the troops on board one of 
our shij)s ^ked where his men should be stationed ? 
fie told that they (!ould be of no use; that 
they wt;re not near enough for musrpietry, and were 
not wanted at the guns ; they had, therefore, better 
go below. This, he said, was impossible, — it would 
he a disgrace that could never l)e wiped awav. 
Tliey were, therefore, drawn up upon the gangway, 
to satisfy this cruel point of honour; and there, 
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•vithout the possibility of annoying the eneaiy, they 
were mowed down ! The loss of the Danes, in- 
cluding* prisoners, amounted to about six thousand. 
The negotiations, meantime, went on ; and it was 
at^reed that Nelson should have an interview with 
the prince the following- day. Hardy and Frce- 
mantle lauded with him. This w^as a thing as 
unexampled as the other circumstan(!es of the 
battle. A strong guard was appointed to escort 
him to the palace, as miudi for the purpose of 
security as ol‘ honour. The populace, according to 
tfie British account, showed a mixture of adnnra- 
tion, euriosity, and displeasure, at beholding that 
man in the midst of them who had inflicted such 
wounds upon Denmark. But there were nViithcr 
acclamations nor murmurs. The people,” says 
a Dane, did not degrade thems('l>es with the 
former, nor disgrace themselves with the latter ; 
the admiral was received as one brave enemy t^ver 
ought to receive another : — he was receivecl 
respect.” The preliminaries of the negotialtdl^ 
were adjusted at this interview. During tlie repasi 
which followed, Nelson, with all the sincerity ui 
liis character, bore wailing testimony to the valoiu 
of his foes. He told the prince that he Imd l»eeit 
in a hundred and five engagements, but that this 
was the most tremendous of all. “ The French,” 
he said, “ fought bravely ; but they could noY have 
stood for one hour, the fight which the Danes hud 
supported forfoiir.” He requested that Villcmoes 
might be introduced to him ; and, shaking hands 
wdth the youth, told the prince that he ought lo 
be made an admiral. The prince replied ; “ If, my 
lord, 1 am to make all my brave officers adniinils. 
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I should have no captains or lieutenants in 
service.” 

The sympathy of the Danes for their country- 
lucii, who had bled in -their defence, was not 
weakened by distance of time or place in this 
instance. Things needful for the service, or the 
comfort of the wounded, were sent in profusions 
to the hospitals, till the siiperintendants gave public 
notice that they could receive no more. On the 
tliird day aft^r the action the dead were buried in 
the naval churchyard : the ceremony was made as 
(jublic and as solemn as the occasion recpiired ; — 
such a procession had never before been seen in 
that, or, perhaps, in any other city. A public 
mon\»nent was erected upon the spot where the 
slain were gathered together. A subscription was 
Opened oii the day of the funeral for the nHief of 
the sutferers, ami collections in aid of it made 
throughout^all the churches in the kingdom. This 
appeal to the feelings of the people was made with 
circumstances which gave it full effect. A monu- 
ment waat-feised in the midst of the church, sur- 
mounted by the Danish colours : young maidens, 
dressed in white, stood round it, with either one wlio 
had been wounded in the battle, or the widow and 
orphans of some one who had fallen : a suitable 
oration was delivered from the pulpit, and patriotic 
hymns and songs were afterwards performed. Me- 
dals were distributed to all the olheers, and to the 
men who had distinguished themselves. Poets 
and painters vied with each other in celebrating 
a battle, which, disastrous as it was, bad yet been 
honourable to their country : some, with pardonable 
sophistry, represented the advantage of the day as 
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>Qn their own side. One writer discovered ii more 
'curious, but less disputiible ground of satisfaction, 
in the reflection, that Kelson, as may be inferred 
from his name, was of Danish descent, and his 
actions, therefore, the Dane argued, were attribu- 
table to Danish valour. 

The negotiation was continued during the five 
following days; and, in that inrc'rval, tlu; prizes 
were disposed of, in a manner whicli was little ap- 
proved by Nelson. Six line of battJe shij)s and 
eight praams had been taken. Of these the Hol- 
stein, sixty-four, was the only one Avhicli was sent 
home. The Zealand was a finer ship : but the 
Zealand, and all the others, w’ere burnt, and their 
brass battering cannon sunk with the hulls iiv such 
shoal water, that, \vhen the fleet returned from 
Revels they found the DanCvS, with craft over the 
wrecks, employed in getting the guns up again. 
Nelson, though he forbore from any public expres- 
sion of displeasure at seeing the proofs and troyiJnes 
of his victory destroyed, tlid not forget to represent 
to the admiralty tlic case of those who were thus 
deprived of their ]nize money. “ Whether,” said 
he to Karl St. Vincent, “ Sir Hyde Parker may 
mention the subject to you, I know not ; for he is 
rich and does not want it: nor is it, you will be- 
lieve me, any desire to get a few luindved pound' 
that actuates me to address ibis letter to you*; l>ai 
justice to the brave officers and men who fought .lu 
that day. It is true our opponents were hi hulks 
and floats, only adapted for the position they wi n 
in ; but that made mir battle so much the harder, 
and victory so much the more difficult to oldain. 
Believe me, I have weighed all circimistanccs ; 
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and, in my conscience, T think that the king shoul^t" 
send a gracious message to the house of commons 
for a gift to this flc'ct : for what must be the natu- 
ral feelings of the officers and men belonging to it, 
to see tluiir rich commander-in-chief burn all the 
fruits of their victory, — which if fitted up and sent 
to England, (as many of them might have been by 
dismantling part of onr fleet,) woidd have sold for 
a goofl rom\d sum.” 

On the 9th Nelson landed again, to conclude 
the terms of the armistice. During its continunncM* 
the armed ships and vessels of Denmark were to 
remain in their then actual situation, as to arma- 
ment, equipment, and hostile position ; and the 
treaty*of armed neutrality, as Air as related to the 
('o-opcratioii of Denmark, was suspended. ^ The 
prisoners were to be sent on shore ; an acknow- 
ledgment being given for them, and for the 
wounded also, that they might be (’an ied to Great 
Britain’s credit in the account of war in case hos- 
tilities should, .be renewed. The British fleet was 
allowefl to provide itself w’ith all things requisite 
for the health and comfort of its men. A difficulty 
anjse respecting the duration of the armistice. 
Tlic Danish commissioners fairly stated their fears 
of Uussia ; and Nelson, with that frankness, which 
sound policy and the sense of power seem often to 
rc((uire as well as justify in diplomacy, told them, 
his reason for demanding a long term was, that he 
might have, time to act. against the B-ussian fleet, 
and th^n return to Copenhagen. Neither party 
would yield upon this point; and one of the Danes 
hinted at the renewal of hostilities. Uene w hos- 
tilities !” cried Nehsofi to one of his friends, -fur 
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"Jiie understood French enough to comprehend what 
was said, though not to answer it in the same lan- 
guage; — “ tell him we are ready at a moment! — 
Ready to bombard this very night!”' — The confe- 
rence, however, proceeded amicably on both sides ; 
and as the commissioners could not agree upon this 
head, they broke up, leaving Nelson to settle it 
with the prince. A levee was held forthwith in 
one of the state rooms; a scene woU suited for 
such a consultation : for all these robins had been 
stript of their furniture, in fear of a bombardment. 
To a bombardment also Nelson was looking at this 
time : fatigue and anxiety, and vexation at the 
dilatory measures of the commander-in-chief, com- 
bined to make him initable : and as he wasbn tbift 
way to the prince’s dining-room, he wh ispcr«tJf^o 
the oteoer on whose arm he was leaning, “ Thod^ 
I have only one eye, I can sec that all this will 
well.” After dinner he was closeted with rthe 
prince ; and they agreed that the armistii c should 
continue fourteen weeks ; and that, at its te*tnma- 
tion, fourteen days’ notice should be given befon* 
the recommencement of hostilities. 

An official account of the battle was published 
by Olfert Fischer, the Danish commamler-in-chief 
in which it was asserted that our force was greatly 
superior ; neverthefess, that tw o of our ships of tlx- 
line had struck, that the others were so weakened, 
and especially Lord Nelson’s own ship, as to lire 
only single shots for an hour bcA^re the end of tin 
action; and that this hero himself, in the 'middle 
and very heat of the conflict, sent a flag of truc(' en 
shore, to propose a cessation of hostilities, her 
the truth of this account the Dane Jippealed to the 
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prince, and all those who, like him, had been eycX ^ 
witnesses of the scene. Nelson was exceedingly 
indignant at such a statement, and addressed a let- 
ter, in confutation of it, to the Adjutant-General 
Lindhoim ; thinking this incumbent upon him, for 
the information of the prince, since his royal high- 
ness had been appealed to as a witness : “ Other- 
wise,” said he, “ had Commodore Fisclier confined 
himself to his own veracity, I should have treated 
his official letter with the contempt it deserved, and 
allowed the world to appreciate the merits of the 
two contending officers.” After pointing out and 
detecting some of the mistatements in the account, 
he proceeds : “ As to his nonsense about victory, 
4iis rdyal highness will not much credit him. I 
sunk, burnt, captured, or drove into, the harbour, 
the whole line of defence to the southward of the 
Crown Islands. He says he is told that two Bri- 
tish ships §^ruck. Why did he not take possession 
of them t I took possession of his as fast as they 
struck, reason is clear, that he did not be- 
lieve it : must have knowm the falsity of the 

report. — w states, that the ship in which I had 
the honour to ‘hoist my fiag, fired latterly only 
single guns.i It is true ; for steady and cool were 
my brava fellows, and did not wish to throw aw^ay 
a single shot. He seems to exult that 1 sent on 
shore “a fiag of trace. — You know, and his royal 
liighness knows, that the guns fired from the shore 
could only fire through the Danish ships which 
had surrendered ; and that, if I fired at the shore, 
it could only be in the same manner. God forbid 
that I should destroy an unresisting Dane 1 When 
they became my prisoners I became their protector.’- 
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This letter was written in terms of great asperity 
against the Danish commander. Lindliolm replied 
in a manner every way honourable to himself. He 
vindicated the commodore in some points, and ex- 
cused him in others j reminding Nelson, that every 
commander-in-chief was liable to receive incorrect 
reports. With a natural desire to represent the 
action in a most favourable light to Denmark, he 
took into the comparative strength of tjie two par- 
ties the ships which were aground, and which could 
not get into action ; and omitted the Trekroner 
and the batteries upon Amak Island. He dis- 
claimed all idea of claiming as a victory ‘‘ what to 
every intent and purpose,” said he, “ was a defeat, 

- — but not an inglorious one. As to your lordship’# 
motiv^ for sending a flag of truce, it never can be 
misconstrued; and your subsequent conduct has 
sufficiently show'u that humanity is always tliu 
companion of true valour. You have done more: 
you have showTi yourself a friend to the re-establish- 
ment of peace and good harmony between this 
country and Great Britain. It is, therefore, with 
the sincerest esteem I sliall alw’ays feel myself at- 
tached to your lordship.” Thus handsomely wind- 
ing up his reply he soothed and contented Nelson ; 
who, drawing up a memorandum of the compara- 
tive force of the two parties, for his own satisfac- 
tion, assured Lindholm, that if the commoMores 
statement had been in the same manly and honom- 
able strain, he would have been the last man to 
have noticed any little inaccuracies which might 
get into a commander-in-chief’s public letter. 

For the battle of Copenhagen, Nelson was raised 
to ih^ank of viscount: — an inadequate mark ot 
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reward for services so splendid and of such par-^^ 
mount importance to the dearest interests of Eng- 
land. There was, however, some prudence in deal- 
ing out honours to him step by step : had he lived 
long enough, he would have fought his way up to 
a dukedom. 


* CHAPTER VIII. 

Sir Hyde Parker is recalled^ and Xelson appointed Commander 
— lie goes to Revel — Settlement of Affairs in the Baltic — 
Unsuccessful Attempt upon the Flotilla at Boulogne — Peace 
of ^rn lens — Nelson takes the Cotnmand in the Mediterra^iean 
on the Renewal <f the War — Kscape of the Toulon Fleet — 
Nelson chtises them to the West Indies, and hack — Denvers up 
his S(ju4^^to Admiral Cornwaliist and lands in England, 

When Newh informed Earl St. Vincent that the 
armistice Kwl been concluded, he told him also, 
without his own discontent at the dilatori- 

ness and indecision which he witnessed, and could 
not remedy^ “ No man,"’ said he, “ but those who 
are on th^spot, can toll what I have gone through, 
and do sufler. I make no scruple in saying, that I 
would have been at Revel ftmrteen days ago ! that, 
without this armistice, the fleet would never have 
gone, but by order of the Admiralty ; and with it, 
1 dare say, we shall not. go this w'cek. I wanted 
Sir Hyde to let me, at least, go and cruise olt' 
Carlscrona, to prevent the Revel shi|>s from getting 
in. 1 said I would not go to Revel to take any ot' 
those laurels, which I was sure he w'ould rea]) 
there. Think for dear lord; — and if 1 
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deserved well, let me return : if ill, for 
T leaven’s sake supersede me, — for I cannot exist 
in this state.” 

Fatie:ue, incessant anxiety, and a climate little 
suited to one of a tender constitution, which had 
now for many years been accustomed to more ge- 
nial latitudes, made him at this time, seriously de- 
termine upon returning home. “ If the northern 
Inisinrss were not settled,” he said, ^‘^they must 
send more admirals; for the keen air*jf the north 
had cut him to the heart.” He felt the w^ant of 
activity and decision in the commandcr-in-chief 
more keenly ; and this afl’ceted his spirits, and, 
consequently his health, more than the inclemency 
of the Baltic. Soon after the armistice was si^'ncd,> 
Sir Hyde proceeded to the eastward, with such 
ships as were fit for service, leaving Nelson to folliasw 
with tlie rest, as soon as those which had received 
slight damages should be repaired, and the rest 
sent to I'higland. In passing between the isles ol‘ 
Amak and Saltholm, most of the ships touched 
the ground, and some of them stuck fast for a 
while ; no serious injury, however, was sustained. 
It was intended to act against the llussians first, 
before the breaking up of the frost should enable 
them to leave Revel ; but learning on the way, thut 
the Swedes had put to sea to etfeet a junction with 
them, Sir Hyde altered his course, in hopes of ii 
tcrcepting this part of the enemy’s force. Nelso 
had, at this time, provided for the more pressin 
emergencies of the service, and prepared, on t’ 

1 8 th, to follow the fleet. The St. George drew t 
much water to pass the channel between the isles 
V Ithout J^ing lightened : the guns were therefon* 
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taken out, and put on board an American vessel {< ■ 
a contrary wind, however, prevented Nelson fro^li 
moving ; and on that same evening, while he was 
thus delayed, information reached him of the rela- 
tive situation of the Swedish and British fleets, and 
the probability of an action. The fleet was nearly 
ten leagues distant; and both wind and current 
contrary ; but it was not possible that Nelson could 
wait for a favourable sc^ason under such an expec- 
tation. lie* ordered his boat immediately, and 
stept into it. Niglit was setting in, — one of the 
cold spring nights of the north, and it was disco- 
vered soon after they had left the ship, that in 
their haste, they had forgotten to provide him with 
a bdht-cloak. He, however, forbade them to re- 
turn for one : and when one of his com])anions 
offered his own great coat, and urged liim make 
use of it, he replied ; I thank you very much, — 
hut, to tell you the truth, my anxiety keeps me 
sufliciently vjnrm at present.’* 

Do you think,” said he, presently, that our 
fleet has. quitted Bornholm ( If it has, we must 
follow it to Carkcrona. About midnight he reached 
it, and once more got on board the liilephaiit. On 
the following morning the Swedes wde discovered ; 
as soon, however, as they perceived the English 
approaching, they retired, and took shelter in 
Carkcrona, behind the batteries on the island, at 
the entrance of that port. Sir Hyde sent in a flag 
of truce, stating, that Denmark had concluded an 
armistice, and requiring an explicit declaration from 
the court of Sweden,. Whether it. would adhere to, 
or abandon the hostile measures w^hich it had taken 
against the rights and iiiJefests of Great Britain ^ 
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The commander, Vice-Admiral Cronstadt, replied, 
“ That he could not answer a question which did 
not come within the particular circle of his duty ; 
but that the king was then at Maloe, and would 
soon be at Carlscrona/* Gustavus shortly after- 
wards arrived, and an answer was then returned to 
this effect: “ That his Swedish majesty would not, 
for a moment, fail to fulfil, with fidelity and since- 
rity, the engagements he had entered injto with his 
allies ; but he would not refuse to listen to equi- 
table proposals made by deputies furnished with 
proper authority by the King of Great Britain to 
the united northern powers/^ Satisfied with this 
answer, and with the known disix>sition of 
Swedish court. Sir Hyde sailed for the Gulf!" 
Finland ; but he had not proceeded fiir, befd 
despat<^h boat, from the Russian ambassadoj 
Copenhagen, arrived, bringing intelligence 
death of the Emperor Paul : and that his suc(4 
Alexander, had accepted the offer made by Eng 
to his father, of terminating the dispute by a 1 
vention ; the British admiral was therefore 
quired to desist from all further hostilities.” 

It was Nelson’s maxim, that, to negotiate with 
effect, force should be at hand, and in a situation 
to act. The fleet, having been reinforced- from 
England, amounted to eighteen sail of the line; 
and the wind was fair for Revel. There he would 
have sailed immediately to place himself between 
that division of the Russian fleet and the squadron 
at Cronstadt, in case this offer should prove insin- 
cere. Sir Hyde, on the other hand, believed that 
the death of Paul had effected all w%ich was ne 
cessary. The manner of that death, Indeed, rea- 
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dered. it apparent, that a change of policy would 
take place in the cabinet of Petersburgh : — bik 
Nelson never tnisted any thing to the uncertain 
events of time, which could possibly be secured by 
promptitude or resolution. It was not, therefore, 
without severe mortification,, that he saw the com- 
mander-in-chief return to the coast of Zealand, and 
anchor in Kioge Bay ; there to wait patiently for 
what migl^t happen. 

There tne*fleet remained, till despatches arrived 
from home, on the 5th of May, recalling Sir Hyde, 
and appointing Nelson commander-in-chief. 

Nelson wrote to Earl St. Vincent that he was 
anable to hold this honourable station. Admiral 
Graces also was so ill, as to be confined to bis bed; 
and he entreated that some person might come out 
and take the command. “ I will endeavou;*," said 
he, do my best while I remain : but, my dear 
lord^j^^shall either soon go to heaven I hope, or 
rwsillm0. quiet for a time. If Sir Hyde were gone, 
I w^li^now be under sail.’^ On the de\y when 
this Veils* written he received news of his appoint- 
mcnfi^l^Not a moment was now lost. His first 
signaJlIi^ commander-in-chief, was to hoist in all 
launches, iand prepare to weigh : and on the 7th he 
sailed, from Kioge. Part of his fleet \vas left at 
Bornholm, to watch the Swedes : from whom he 
rcqu’ircd and obtained an assurance, that the Bri- 
tish trade in the Cattegat, and in the Baltic, should 
not be molested; and 'saying how unpleasant it 
would be to him if any thing should happen which 
might, for a moment, disturb the returning harmony 
between Sweden and Great Britain, he apprized 
them that he was n€i|.^<|irected to abstain from hos 
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^iiitics sliould he meet with the Swedish fleet at 
Sea. Meantime, he himself, with ten sail of the 
line, two frigates, a brig, and a schooner, made for 
the Gulf of Finland. Paul, in one of the freaks 
of his tyranny, had seized upon all the British 
effects in Russia, and even considered British sub- 
jects as his prisoners. ‘‘ I will have all the Eng- 
lish shipping and property restored,” said Nelson 
“ but 1 will do nothing violently, — neither commit 
the affairs of my cOuntry, nor suft’er Ikussia to mix 
the affairs of Denmark or Sweden with the deten- 
tion of our ships.” The wind was fair, and carried 
him in four days to Revel Roads. But the bay had 
been clear of firm ice on the 29th of April, while 
the English were lying idly at Kioge. The IRus- 
siaiis had cut through the ice in the mole sixl feet 
thick, -and their whole squadron had saii^b.for 
Cronstadt on the third. Before that tim4M^^M„ 
lain at the mercy of the English. — “ 

Nelson said, if it had been right to make fInSfl at- 
tack, could have saved one ship of them fn two 
hours after our entering the.«bay.” 

It so happened that there was no cause to* regie! 
the opportunity which liad been lost, and ^Nelson 
immediately put the intentions of Russia to the 
proof. He sent on shore, to say, that he- canii 
with friendly views, and was ready to return a 
sedute. On their part the salute was delayed, til! 
a message was sent to them to inquire for \Vhat 
reason ; and the officer, whose neglect had occa- 
sioned the delay, was put under arrest. Nelson 
wrote to the emperor, proposing to wait on him 
personally, and congratulate him on his accessien, 
andprged the immediate release of British subjects, 
anc^storatioii of British pi^perty. 
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The answer arrive^l on the IGth ; Nelson, nieinj- 
time, had exchanged visits with the governor, aim 
the most friendly intercourse had subsisted between 
the ships and the shore. Alexander’s ministers, 
in their reply, expressed their surprise at the arrival 
of a Britisli fleot in a Russian port, and their wish 
that it should return : they professed, on the part 
of Russia, the most friendly disposition towards 
Great Britain ; but declined the personal visit of 
Lord Nelso'h, unless he came in a single ship. 
There was a suspicion implied in this, which stiing 
Nelson : and he said the Russian ministers woukl 
never have written thus if their fleet had been at 
Revel. lie wrote an immediate reply, expressing 
whal? he felt : he told the court of Petersburgh, 
“ That the word of a British admiral, when given 
in explanation of any part of his condndt, was 
las sacred as that of any sovereign’s in Europe.” 
Atid he repeated, “ that, under other circumstances, 
it' would have been his anxious wish to have paid 
Ijis [>4^sonal respects to the emperor, and signed 
'i^th his own hand the act of amity between the 
two countries.” Having despatched this, he stood 
out to sea immediately, leaving a brig to bring off 
the provisions which had been contracted for, and 
to settle the accounts. ‘‘ I hope all is right,” said 
he, writing to our ambassador at Berlin ; but sea- 
men* are litit bad negotiators ; for we put to issue 
in five minutes what diplomatic forms would be 
live months doing.” 

On his way down the Baltic, however, he met 
the Russian Admiral Tchitchagof, whom the em- 
peror, in reply to SirHyde’s overtures, had sent to 
communicate pers/^^ly with the British cum- 
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i^ander-in-cliief. The reply was such as had been 
wished and expected : and these negotiators going, 
seamen-like, straight to their object, satisfied each 
other of the friendly intentions of their respective 
governments. Nelson then anchored ofF Rostock : 
and there he received an answer to his last des- 
patch from Revel, in which the Russian court ex- 
pressed their regret that there should have been 
any misconception between them ; informed him, 
that the British vessels which Paul had detained, 
were ordered to be liberated, and invited him to 
Petersburgh in whatever mode might be most 
agreeable to himself. Other honours awaited him : 
— the Duke of Mecklenburgh Strelitz, the queen’s 
brother, came to visit him on board his ship and 
towns of the inland parts of Mecklenburgh sent 
deputations, with their public books of record, that 
thev might have the name of Nelson in them written 
by {lis own hand. 

From Rostock the fleet returned to Kioge^B^^J^J 
Nelson saw that the temper of the Danes towards 
England was such as naturally arose from the 
chastisement which they had so recently received. 

In this nation,” said he, “ we shall not be forgiven 
for having the upper hand of them : — I only thank 
God we have, or they would try to humble us to the 
dust.” He saw also that the Danish cabinet was 
completely subservient to France: a French o’lHcer 
was at this time the companion and counsellor of 
the Crown Prince ; and things were done in such 
open violation of the armistice, that Nelson thought 
a second infliction of vengeance would soon be 
nece.ssary. He wrote to tlie admiralty, requesting 
a clear and explicit reply to his inquiry^ Whether 
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the commatider-in •chief was at liberty to hold th^ 
language becoming a British admiral ? — Which, 
very probably,” said he, “ if I am here, will break 
the armistice, and set Copenhagen in a blaze. — 
I see every thing which is dirty and mean going 
on, and the Prince Royal at the head of it. Ships 
have been masted, guns taken on board, floating 
batteries prepared, and except hauling out and 
completing ^ their rigging, every thing is done in 
defiance of the treaty. — My heart burns at seeing 
the word of a prince, nearly allied to our good 
king, so falsified : but his conduct is such, that he 
will lose his kingdom if he goes on ; for Jacobins 
rule in Denmark. I have made no representations 
yet, it would be useless to do so until I have the 
power of correction. All I beg, in the name of 
the future commander-in-chief, is, that the brders 
^may be cleai^ ; fdir enough is <lone to break twenty 
treaties, if^it should be wdshed, or to make the 
Prince Roj^l humble himself before British gene- 
rosity.”* 

NelsotfWs not deceived in his judgment of the 
Danish c^l^inet, but the battle of Copenhagen had 
crippled’ ks power. The death of the Czar Paul 
had broken the confederacy : and that cabinet, 
therefore, was compelled to defer, till a more con- 
venient season, the indulgence of its enmity towards 
Great Britain. Soon afterwards. Admiral Sir Charles 
Maurice Pole arrived to take the command. The 
business, military and political, had by that time 
been so far completed, that the presence of the 
British fleet soon became no longer necessary. Sir 
Charles, however, made the short time of his com- 
mand memorable, by passing the Great Belt, for 



276 LIFE OF XKLSON. [ 1801 . 

^le first time, with line of battle ships; working 
through the channel against adverse winds. When 
Nelson left the fleet, this speedy termination of the 
expedition, though confidently expected, was not 
certain ; and he, in his unwillingness to weake*' 
the British force, thought at one time of traversing 
Jutland in his boat, by the canal, to Tonningen 
on the Eyder, and finding his way home from 
thence. This intention was not executed : but he 
returned in a brig, declining to acc^t a frigate ; 
which few admirals would have done ; especially if.* 
like him, they snfibrcd from sea-sickness in a small 
vessel. On his arrival at Yarmouth, the first thing 
he did was to visit the hospital, and see the men 
who had been wounded in the late battle r—that 
victory, which bad added new glory to tbe nawde 
of Nelson, and which was of more importance, 
even than the battle of the Nile, to the honour, 
the strength, and security of England. 

The feelings of Nelson’s friends, upon the 
of his great victory at Copenhagen, were hi^ly 
described by Sir Win. Hamilton, in a letter to 1^. 

We can only oxy>ect,” he says, “ what we know 
well, and often said before, that Nelson ivas, is, 
and to the last will ei^er he the first. Emma difl 
not know w^hether she was on her head or heels, — 
in such a hurry to tell your great news, that she 
could utter nothing but tears of joy and tenderness. 

I went to Davison, and found him still in bed, 
having had a severe fit of the gout, and with your 
letter,' wJiich he had just received ; and he cried 
like a child : but what was very extraordinary, 
assured me that, from the instant he had read your 
letter, all pain had left him, and that he felt hiiU' 
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self able to get up and walk about. Your brother, 
Mrs. Nelson, and Horace, dined with us. YoiA- 
brother was more extraordinary than ever. He 
would get up suddenly and cut a caper ; rubbing 
his hands every time that the thought of your fresh 
laurels came into his head. In short, except myself 
(and your lordship knows that 1 have some phlegm,) 
all the company, which was considerable after din- 
ner, were mad with joy. But I am sure that no 
one really rejoiced more at heart than I did. I have 
lived too long to have ecstasies I But with calm 
reflection, I felt for my friend having got to the very 
summit of glory ! the ne plus ultra I tliat he has 
had another opportunity of rendering his country 
the rAost important service; and manifesting again 
his judgment, his intrepidity, and humunity.’' 

He had not been many weeks on shore ^before 
he was called upon to undertake a service, for 
which no Nelson was required. Buonaparte, who 
was now fi,i‘sl consul, and in reality sole ruler of 
France, was making preparations, upon a great 
scale, foftdi^V^uIing England; but his schemes in 
the Baltic had been balHcd ; fleets could not be 
created jxs they were wanted ; and his armies, 
therefore, were to come over in gun-boats, and 
such small craft, as could be rapklly built or col- 
lected for the occasion. From the former govern- 
uienTs of France such threats have only been mat- 
ter of insult aud policy ; in BuonapaiU; they were 
sincere ; for this adveufurer, intoxicated with suc- 
cess, already began to imagine that all things were 
to he submitted to his fortune. We had not at 
that time proved the superiority of our soldiers 
over the FYench ; and the unreflecting multitude 



278 


LIFE OF NEI-SON. 


[ 1801 . 


were not to be persuaded that an invasion could 
only be effected by numerous and powerful fleets. 
A general alarm was excited ; and, in condescen- 
sion to this unworthy feeling, Nelson was appointed 
to a command, extending from Ortbrdness to Beachy 
Head, on both shores : — a sort of service, he said, 
for which he felt no other ability than what might 
be found in his zeal. 

To this service, however, such as it was, he ap- 
plied with his wonted alacrity ; though- in no cheer- 
ful frame of mind. To Lady Hamilton, his only 
female correspondent, he says at this time, — “ I 
am not in very good spirits; and except that our 
country demands all our services and abilities to 
bring about an honourable peace, nothing should 
prevent my being the bearer of my own letter^ 
But wy dear friend, I know you are so true 
loyal an Englishwoman, that you would hate t' 
who would not stand forth in defence of our ’ 
laws, religion, and all that is dear to us.- 
your sex that makes us go forth, anrl seem d 
us, ‘ None but the brave deserve the fair — ti 
we fall, we still live in the hearts of those feim 
It is your sex that rewards us, it is your sex who 
cherish our memories ; and you, my dear honoured 
friend, are, believe me, the Jirsi, the best of yoiir sex. 

I have been the world around, and in every corner 
of it, and never yet saw your equal, or even oik' 
who could be put in comparison with you. Yon 
know how to reward virtue, honour, and courage, 
and never to ask if it is placed in a prince, duke, 
lordj^r peasant.” Having hoisted his flag in the 
Medusa frigate, he went to reconnoitre Boulogne ; 
the P9|i£tt rom which it was supposed the great 
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attempt would be made, and which the French, 
in fear of an attack themselves, were fortifying 
with all care. He approached near enough to sink 
two of their Roating batteries, and destroy a few 
gun-boats, which were without the pier : what 
damage was done within could not be ascertained. 
“ Boulogne,” he said, “ was certainly not a very 
pleasant place that morning : — but,” he added, 
“ it is not my wish to injure the poor inhabitants ; 
and the to'A» is spared as much as tlie nature of 
the service will admit.” Enough was done to show 
the enemy that they could not, with impunity, 
come outside their own ports. Nelson was satisfied, 
by what he saw, that they meant to make an at- 
teinptifrom this place, but that it was impracticable ; 
for the least wind at W. N. W. and they were lost. 
The ports of Flushing and Flanders were better 
points : there we could not tell by our eyes what 
means of transport were provided. From thence, 
therefore# ,if it came forth at all, the expedition 
would come : — And what a forlorn undertaking !” 
said he : “ consider cross tides, &:c. As for row- 
ing, that j^-impossihle. It is perfectly right to be 
juepared for a mad government; but with the 
active foi^ which has been given me, I may pro- 
nounce jt almost impracticable.” 

Tliat force had been got together with an alacrity 
whiclr has seldom been equalled. Oji the twenty- 
eighth of .)uly, we were, in Nelson’s own words, 
literally at the foundation of our fabric of defence : 
and twelve days afterwards we were so prepared on 
die enemy’s coas^ , that he did not believe they 
could get three miles from their ports. The Medusa, 
returning to our own shores, anchored in the roiling 
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jjround off Harvvicli; and, when Nelson wished to 
j>et to the Nore in her, the wind rendered it impose 
sible to proceed there by the usual channel. In 
haste to be at the Nore, remembering that he had 
been a tolerable pilot for the mouth of the Thames 
in his younger days, and thinjiing it necessary that 
he should know all that should be known of tht* 
navigation, he reejuested the maritime surveyor of 
the coast, Mr. Spence, to get him into the Swin, 
by any channel ; for neither the pilots which he 
had on board, nor the Harwich ones, would take 
charge of the ship. No vessel drawing more than 
fourteen feet had ever before ventured over the 
Naze. Mr. Spence, however, who had surveyed 
the channel, carried her safely through. The-chan- 
nel has since been called Nelson’s, though he him- 
self wished it to be named after the Medusa : his 
name needed no new memorial. 

Nelson’s eye was upon Flushing, — To take pos>* 
session of that place,” he said, would be a week’s 
expedition for four or five thousand troops.” Thig^: 
howcjver, required a consultation with the admiralty; ■ 
and that something might be done meantime, he re- 
solved upon attacking the flotilla in the nujujh of 
Boulogne Ivarboiir. This resolution was matk? in 
deference to the opinion of others, and to tjie j>ub- 
lic feeling which was so preposterously cxcitul. 
He himself scrupled not to assert, that the Pieiich 
army would never embark at Boulogne for the in- 
vasion of England; and he owned, that this lK)a(- 
warfare was not exactly congenial to his feelinsrs. 
Into Ilelvoet or Flushing, he should be hap[>y to 
lead, if gov(‘rinnent turned their thoughts that way. 

‘‘ While 1 serve,” said he, “ I will tlo it actively, 
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and to the very best of my abilities. — I require 
nursing like a child,” he added; my mind carrfes 
me beyond my strength, and will do me up : — but 
such is my nature.” 

The attack was made by the boats of the squad- 
ron in five divisions, under Captains Somerville, 
Parker, Cotgrave, Jones, and Conn. The previous 
essay had taught the French the weak parts of their 
}>osition; and they omitted no means of strengthen- 
ing it, anf?tof guarding against the expected at- 
tempt. The boats put off about half an hour before 
midnight; but, owing to the darkness, and tide 
and lialf tide, which must always make night at- 
tacks so uncertain on the coasts of the channel, the 
divisUbns separated. One could not arrive at all; 
another not till near daybreak. The others made 
their attack gallantly; but the enemy werft fully 
prepared ; every vessel was defended by long })()ies, 
headed wkh iron spikes, projecting fn)m their sides ; 
strong nettings were braced up to their lower yards; 
they were moored by the bottom to the shore 
they were stirongly mannetl with soldiers, and pro- 
tected by latiid batteries, and the shore was liiu'd 
with troopjtSi^lany were taken possession of; and, 


* In jho fonn^efUtions 1 had slated, upon wliiit a])pearGd 
authentic informaiSloii, that the boats were chained one to ano- 
ther. • Nelson himself believed this. But I have been assureil 
that it was not the case, by M. <le Bercet, who, when 1 had 
the pleasure of seeinj^ him in 1825, was (and 1 tiope still is't 
("ominandant of Boulogne. The word of this brave and loyal 
soldier is as little to be doubted as his worth, lie is the last 
survivor of Cliaret.te's band ; and his own ruemoiis, could he be 
}>ersuaded to write them (a duty which he owes to his country 
as well as to himself) would fonn a redeeming episode in the 
history of the Kreuch Revolution. 


J) D 
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though they could not have been brought, out, 
w6\ild have be^n burnt, bad not the French resorted 
to a mode of offence, which they have often used, 
but which no other people have ever been wicked 
enough to employ. Tlie moment the firing ceased 
on board one of their own vessels tliey fired upon 
it from the shore, perfectly regardless of their own 
men. 

The commander of one of the French divisions 
acted like a generous enemy. He haifed the boats 
as they approached, and cried out in English ; 
“ Let me advise you, my brave Englishmen, to keep 
your distance ; you can do nothing here and it is 
only uselessly shedding the blood of brave men 
to make the attempt.” The French official ac(5our)t 
boasted of the victory. “ The combat,” it said, 
“ took pla^e in sight of both countries ; it was the 
first of the kind, and the historian would have, 
cause to make this remark.” They guessed our loss 
at four or five hundred : — it amounted to one hun- 
dred and seventy-two. In his private letters to^e, 
admiralty Nelson affirmed, that had our force ar- 
rived as he intended, it was not all the chains iji 
h^ance whic'h conld have prevented our men from 
bringing off the whole of the vessels. There hafl 
been no error committed, and nevei’ did Eiiglisli- 
men display more courage. Upon this point Nelson 
was fully satisfied ; but he said he shoulil ucvei 
bring himself again to allow any attack, wherein In 
was not personally concerned ; and that his nhiul 
suilered more than if he had liad a leg shot off iff 
1.1m ali’air. He grieved particularly for Capt. Parker, 
— an excellent officer, to whom he was great ly :ii' 
tached^ and who had an aged father looking to bin: 
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for assistance. His thigh was shattered in the 
tion; and the wound proved mortal, after some 
Aveeks of suffering and manly resignation. During 
this interval, Nelson^s anxiety was very great.-— 

Dear Parker is my child, said he; “ for I found 
him in distress.’^ And when he received the tidings 
of his death, he replied: — You will judge of my 
feelings : God’s will be done. I beg that his hair 
may be cut-off and given me; — it shall be buried in 
my grave. Poor Mr. Parker ! What a son has he 
lost! If I were to say I was content, I should lie ; 
but I shall endeavour to submit with all the forti- 
tude in my power. — His loss has made a wound in 
my heart, which time will hardly heal.” 

“ Toil ask me, my dear friend,” he says to Lady 
Hamilton, **if I am going on more expeditions? 
and even if I was to forfeit your friendship, which is 
dearer to me than all the world, 1 can tell you 
nothing. !^r, I go out; I sec the enemy and can get 
at theTn,tt%my duty ; and you would naturally hate 
me, if T back one moment. — I long to pay 

them, for their tricks t’other day, the debt of a drub- 
bing, whicte^^urely I’ll p^^v: but when, where, or 
how, it is "^Impossible, your own good sense must 
toll yon, Jor me or mortal man to say.” — Yet 
ho nowwi^lte to be relieved from this service. The 
country, l;5^^’said, had attached a confidence to 
his name, Avhich he had submitted to. and therefore 
had cheerfully repaired Jto the station; — but this 
boat business, though it might be part of a great 
plan of invasion, could never be the only one, and 
ho. (li<l not think it w^as a eoinmaiul for a vice- 
^ ailiniral. It was not that he wanted a inori' liieratiA e 
situation; — for, seriously indisposed as he was, and 



284 


XATT. OF NELSON. 


[ 1801 . 

loyy spirited from private considerations, he did not 
know if the Mediterranean were vacant, that he 
should be equal to undertake it. He was offended 
with the admiralty for refusing him leave to go to 
towm when he had solicited ; in reply to a friendly 
letter from Trowbridge he says, ‘‘ T am at this mo- 
ment as firmly of opinion as ever, that Lord St. 
Vincent and yourself should have allowed of my 
coining to town for my own affairs, fo^r every one 
knows I left it without a thought for diyself.” His 
lotiers at this time breathe an angry feeling toward 
Trowbridge, who w’as now bceoine, he saidj one of his 
lords and masters. — I have a letter froin him,” hit 
says, recommending me to wear flannel shirts^ 
Docs he care for me? vo : but never mind. TheV 
•shall \^’ork hard to get me again. — The cold ha'ia 
settled in my bowels. I wish the admiralty had 
complaint : but they have no bow^cls, at least for 
me. — I dare say Master Trowbridge is grown fi#;“ 
I know I am grown lean with my "^ompleHjft^, 
which, but for their indifference about‘*my health, 
could never have happened; or, at least, I should 
have got well long ago in n warm room, with n 
good fire and sincere friend.” In the sihiie tone' ol 
bitterness, lie complained that he was not able to 
promote those w hom he thought deserving : Trov - 
bridge,” he says, “ has so completely prevented niv 
ever mentioning any hody^s service, that I am Ih - 
comc a cypher, ami he has gained a \ ictory ovn 
Nelson’s spirit. I am kept here, for what ? — h* 
may be able to tell, I cannot. But long it cannot, 
shall not bo.” An end was put to this um oinfort 
able state of mind wdien, fortunately (on that a' - 
count) for him, as well as happily for the nation. 
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the peace of Amiens was, just at this time, signed. ' 
Nelson rejoiced that the experiment .was made, but 
was well aware that it was an experiment ! he saw 
what he called the misery of peace, unless the ut- 
most vigilance and prudence were exerted : and he 
expressed, in bitter terms, his proper indignation at 
the manner in which the mob of London welcomed 
the French general, who brought the ratification ; 
saying, “ that they made him ashamed of his 
country.” 

He had purchased a house and estate at Merton, 
La ^urry ; meaning to pass his days there in ilie 
soci;9tyj|£^ir William and Lady Hamilton. Tic had 
iodulged in pleasant dreams when looking on to this 
a« Ws place of residence and rest. To be sure,” 
he says, we shiill.€mploy the tradespeople of our 
village in preference to any others, in what we want 
for common use,, and give them every encourage- 
ment to be kind arid attentive to us.” — “ Have \vc 
a nice clijtR’h at Mciton ? We will set an example 
of goodaess-to the under-parishioners. I admire the 
pigs and poultry. Sheep are certainly most be- 
nefioiai to eat ulF the grass. Do you get paitl for 
them, and. take care that they are kept on the pre- 
mises- all night, for that is the lime they do good 
to th^land. They should be folded. Is your head 
man a good person, and true to our interest f I 
intend to have a farming-book. I expect that all 
animals will increase where you are, for I never 
expect that you will suffer any to be killed. — No 
person can take amiss our not visiting. Tlie answer 
from me will always be very civil thanks, but that 
I wish to live retired. We shall have our sea- 
friends ; and I know Sir William thinks they are 
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the best.’* This place he had never seen, till he 
was now welcomed there by the friends to whom he 
had so passionately devoted himself, and who were 
not less sincerely attached to him. The place, and 
every thing which' Lady Hamilton had done to it, 
delighted him ; and he declared that the longest 
liver should possess it all. Here he amused him- 
self with angling in the Wandle, having been a good 
fly-fisher in former days, and learning now to prac- 
tise with his left hand,* what he could no longer 
pursue as a solitary diversion. His pensions for 
his victories, and for the. loss of his eye and arm, 
amounted with his half-pay to about £3,400 a year. 
From this he gave £1,800 to Lady Nelson, £200 to 
a brother’s widow, and £150 for the education of 
his children ; and he paid £500 interest for 1^|| 
rowed money ; so that Nelson was comparative||||p 
poor man ; and though much of the pecui^H 
embarrassment which he endured, was occasij^H 
l)y the separation irom his wife — even if thatj|Hp 
had not existed, his income would not havealK 
sufficient for the rank which he held, and the c9|P 
which would necessarily be made upon his bo^P|^. 
The depression of spirits under which he had Idn^ 
laboured, arose partly from this state of his circum- 
stances, and partly from the other disquietudes iji 
which his connexion with Lady Hamilton had in- 
volved him : a connexion which it was not possibh^ 


* I bis is mentioned on the authority, and by the desire of 
Sir IlumPuey Davy,t whose name I write with the resjicct to 
which it is so^ justly entitled ; and, e;^Hin^■ to mind tlie time 
when we we^ ^ t habits of daily and intimate intercourse witij 
affectionate refret. 

.. . t SalinoriiAf p- 
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his father could behold without sorrow and dis- ' 
pleasure. Mr. Nelson, however, was soon persuadied 
that the attachment, which Lady Nelson regarded 
with natural jealousy and resentment, did not, in 
reality, pass the bounds of ardent and romantic 
admiration ; a passion which the manners and ac- 
complishments of Lady Hamilton, fascinating as 
they were, would not have been able to excite, if 
they had not been accompanied by more uncom- 
mon intellectual endowments, and by a character 
which, both in its strength and in its weakness, 
resembled his own. It did not, therefore, require 
much explanation to reconcile him to his son ; — an 
event the more essential to Nelson’s happiness, be- 
cauile, a few months afterwards, the good old man 
died at the age of seventy-nine. 

Soon after the conclusion of peace, tidings ar- 
rived of our final and decisive successes in Egypt : 
in consequence of which, the common council 
voted^^^ll^ir thanks to the army and navy for bring- 
ing thi&ampaign to so glorious a conclusion. 
Whmi||lson, after the action of Cape St. Vincent, 
had entertained at a city feast, he had observed 
to tlie Jord mayor, that, if the city continued its 
generosity, tlie navy would ruin them in gifts.” 
To wWch the lord mayor replied, putting his hand 
upon the admiral’s shoulder : “ Do you find vic- 
torfes, and we will find rewards.” Nelson, as he 
said, liad kept his word, — had doubly fulfilled his 
part of the contract, — but no thanks had been voted 
for the battle of Copenhagen ; and , feeling that he and 
his companions in that day’s glory, had a fair and 
honourable ('hum to this reward, he took the present 
opportunity of addressing a letter to tlie lord mayor, 
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complaining of the omission and the injustice. 
“ The smallest services,’* said he, “rendered by the 
army or navy to the country, have always beejiMlb- , 
ticed by the great city of London with one 
tion : — the glorious 2nd of April : — a day, whenifee 
greatest dangers of navigation were overcome ; *and 
the Danish force, which they thought impregiiabl6j' 
totally taken or destroyed, by the consummate skill 
of our commanders, and by the iiiulaunted bravery 
of as gallant a band as ever defended ifie rights of 
this country. For myself, if I were only personally 
concerned, 1 should bear the stigma, attempted to 
be now first placed upon my brow, with humility. 
But, my lord, I am the natural guardian of the fame 
of all the officers of the navy, army, and maibies, 
who fought, and so profusely bled, under my com- 
mand #n that day. Again, I disclaim for myself 
more merit than naturally falls to a successful com- 
mander ; hut when I am called upon to speak of the 
merits of the captains of his majesty’s shipsy^d of 
th^, officers and men, whether seamen, mauriiics, or 
soldiers, whom 1 that day had the happiness to com- 
mand, I then say, that never w^as the glory of this 
country uplield with more determined bravery than 
on that oc(!asion : — and, if I hriay be allowed to give an 
opinion as a Briton ; then I say, that more important 
service was never rendered to our king and country. 
It is my duty, my lord, to prove to the brave fellows, 
my companions in danger, that I have not failed, 
at every proper place, to represent, as well as I am 
able, their bravery and meritorious conduct.” 

Another honour, of greater import, was withheld 
from the coiMjuerors. The king had given medals 
to those captains who were engaged in the battlos 
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of the Ist of June, of Cape St. Vincent, of Cam- 
}>erdown, and of the Nile. Then came the victor^ 
at Copenhagen : which Nelson truly called, the 
most difficult achievement, the hardest fought bat- 
tle, the most glorious result, that ever graced the 
annals of our country. He, of course, expected 
the medal : and, in writing to Earl St. Vincent, 
said : “ He longed to have it, and would not give 
it up to. be made an English duke.” The medal, 
liowetor, not given : — “ For what reason,” 
said Nelson, “ Lord St. Vincent best knows.” — 
Words plainly implying a suspicion, that it was 
withheld by some feeling of jealousy : and that 
suspicion estranged him, during the remaining part 
of his* life, from one who had at one time been 
essentially, aa jv^ll as sincerely, his friend ; and of 
whose professional abilities he ever enteitainc^l the 
highest o\>inion. 

The happiness which Nelson enjoyed in the so- 
ciety of his chosen. friends, was of no long conti- 
nuance. Sir William Hamilton, who was far ad- 
vanced in years, died early in 1803 ; a mild, 
amiable, accomplished man, who has thus, in a 
letter, described his own philosophy : — “ My study 
of antiquities,” he says, “ has kept me in constant 
thought.of the perpetual fluctuation of every thing. 
The whole art is really to live all the days of our 
life ; *and not with anxious care disturb the sweet- 
est hour that life affords, — which is the present. 
Admire the Creator, and all his works, to us incom- 
prehensible; and do all the good you can upon 
earth p and take the chance of eternity without 
dismay.” He expired in his wife’s arms, holding 
Nelson by the hand ; and almost in his last words 
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left her to his protection ; requesting him that he 
Would see justice done her by the government, as 
he knew what she had done tor her country. He 
left him her portrait in enamel, calling him his 
dearest friend ; the most virtuous, loyal, and truly 
brave character he had ever known. The codicJl, 
containing this bequest, concluded with these words ; 

God bless him, and shame fall on those who do 
not say amen.’' Sir William’s pension, of £1200 
a year, ceased with his death. NeKson applied to 
Mr. Addington in Lady Hamilton’s behalf, stating 
the important service which she had rendered to 
the fleet at Syracuse: and Mr. Addington, it is 
said, acknowledged that she had a just claim upon 
the gratitude of the country. This barren arknow- 
ledgment was all that was obtained : but a sunf^ 
equal to the pension which her husband had en- 
joyed, was settled on her by Nelson, and paid 4U 
monthly payments during his life. A few weeks 
after this event, the war was renewed ; and, the , 
day after his majesty’s message to parliamftrt. 
Nelson departed to take the command of the Medi- 
terranean fleet. The war, he thought, could not 
be long; just enough to make him independent in 
pecuniary matters. 

He took his station immediately off Toulon ; and 
there, with incessant vigilance, waited for the coin- 
ing out of the enemy. The expectation of acq’iiirine 
a competent fortune did not last long. “ Somehow, ” 
he says, “ my mind is not sharp enough for prize- 
money. Lord Keith would have made £20,000, 
and I have not made £6000." More than oniie he 
says that the prizes taken in the MediterAne^ 
had i^ot paid his expenses : and once he expresifis 
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liimself as if it were a consolation to think that 
some ball might soon close all his accounts with 
this world of care and vexation. At tins time the 
widow of his brother, being then blind and advanced 
in years, was distressed for money, and about to 
sell her plate ; he wrote to Lady Hamilton, request- 
ing of her to find out what her debts were, and 
saying, that if the amount was within his power he 
would certainly pay it, and rather pinch himself 
than that shd*«hould want. Before he had finished 
the letter, an account arrived that a sum was pay- 
able to him for some neutral taken four years before, 
which enabled inih to do this witliout being the 
poorer : and he seems to have felt at the moment 
th^l^^wiiat is thus disposed of by a cheerful giver, 
paid to him again. — One from whom he 
K%^ed for a very different conduct, had ^)m- 
own wealth in no becoming manner with 
elson’s limited, means. “ I know,’" said he to 
gdy Hamilton^l^* the full extent of the obligation 
I owe him, and 1^ may be useful to me again ; but 
4pan never foi^t his unkindness to you. But, 1 
[ J^iess many rejajj^lldnfluenced his conduct in brag- 
ging of bis richer and my honourable poverty ; but 
1 have often and with honest pride, what I 
have i.s iqy own :• it never cost the widow a tear, or 
the nation a faEy>ing. I got what I have with my 
pure Wood, from the enemies of my country. Our 
house, my own Emma, is built upon a solid foun- 
dation; and will last to Us, when his house and 
lauds may belong to others than his children.” 

His hot>e was that peace might soon be made, or 
that he should be relieved from his command, and 
letire to Merton, where at that distance he was 
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planning and directing improvements. On his birth- 
d'ay lie writes, “This day, my dearest Emma, I con- 
sider as more fortunate than common days, as by 
my coming into this world it has brought me so 
intimately acquainted with you. I well know that 
you will keep it, and have my dear Horatio to drink 
my health. Forty-six years of toil and trouble ! 
How few more the common lot of mankind leads us 
to expect ! and therefore it is almost time to think 
of spending the few last years in peffCe and quiet- 
ness.'* It is painful to think that this language was 
not addressed to his wife, but to one with whom he 
promised himself “many, many happy years, when 
that impediment,” as he calls her, “ shall be re- 
moved, if God pleased and they might t)e suf- 
rounded by their children’s children. 

When he had been fourteen months off TouIm‘ 
he received a vote of thanks from the city of IIIk 
don, for his skill and perseverance in blockadiuf 
tliat port, so as to prevent the French from putting 
to sea. Nelson had not forgotten the wrong which 
the city had done to the Baltic fleet by their omis- 
sion, and did not lose the opportunity which tlup 
voie afforded of recurring to that point. “ 1 ilo 
assure your lordship,” said he, in his answer to the 
lord mayor, “ that there is not that man breathing 
who sets a higher value upon the thanks of liis 
fellow-citizens of I^^mdon than myself; but I should 
feel as much ashamed to receive them for a parti- 
cular service, marked in the resolution, if I felt that 
I did not come within that line of service, as I 
should feel hurt at having a great victory passed 
over without notice. I beg to inform your lordship, 
that the port of Toulon has never been blockuiit d 
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by me: quite the reverse. Every opportunity has 
been offered the enemy to put to sea : for it is there* 
that we hope to realize the hopes and expectations 
of our country.” Nelson then remarked, that the 
junior flag officers of his fleet bad been omitted in 
this vote of thanks ; and his surprise at the omis- 
sion was expressed with more asperity, perhaps, 
than an offence, so entirely and manifestly unin- 
tentional, deserved : but it arose from that generous 
regard for tlV^ feelings as well as interests of all 
who were under his command, which made him as 
much- beloved in the fleets of Britain, as he was 
dreaded in those of the enemy. 

Never was any commander more beloved. He 
goverifed men by their reason and their affections; 
they knew that he was incapable of caprice or 
tyranny ; andft^fhey obeyed him with alacrity and 
joy, because Ijij fe possessed their confidence as well 
as their love.>j|pOur Nel,” they used to say, “ is 
as brave as arTimi, and as gentle as a lamb.” Se- 
vere discipline he detested, though he had been 
bred in a severe school : he never inflicted cor- 
poral punishment, if it were possible to avoid it, 
and when compelled to enforce it, he, who v as 
familiar with wounds and death, suffered like 
a woman. In his whole life Nelson was never 
known to act unkindly towards an officer. If he 
was asked to prosecute one for ill-behaviour, lie 
used to answer: “ That there was no occasion for 
him to ruin a poor devil,* who was sufficiently his 
<nvii enemy to ruin himself.” Butin Nelson there 
was more than the easiness and humanity of a 
liappy nature : he did nut merely abstain from in- 
jMiy; his was an active and watchful benevolence, 
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ever desirous not only to render justice, but to do 
^ood. During the peace, he had spoken in parlia- 
ment upon the abuses respecting prize-money ; and 
had submitted plans to government for more easily 
manning the navy, and preventing desertion from 
it, by bettering the condition of the seamen. He 
proposed that their certificates should be registered, 
and that every man who had served, with a good 
character, five years in war, should' teepive a bounty 
of two guineas annually after that '"time, and of 
four guineas after eight years. ‘‘This,'' he said, 
“ might, at first sight, appear an enormous sum 
for the state to pay ; but the average life of sea- 
men is, from hard service, finished at forty-five: * 
cannot, therefore, enjoy the annuity many 
and the interest of the money saved by theii^l 
deserting, would go far to pay the whole expenj^'' 
To his midshipmen he ever sjiowed the 
winning kindness, encouraging tNir^iffiden|P^S 
pering the hasty, counselling and befriendinglmh. 
“ Recollect,” he used to say, “ that you 
seaman to be an officer; and also, that you canftot 
be a good officer without being a gentleman .” — -A 
lieutenant wrote to him to say, that he was dissa- 
tisfied with his captain. Nelson’s answer was in 
that spirit of perfect wisdom and perfect goodnrs^. 
which regulated his whole conduct toward j^host- 
who were under his command. I have just re- 
ceived your letter ; and I am truly sorry that any 
difference should arise between your captain, who 
has the reputation of being one of the bright 
officers of the service, and yourself, a very youriL: 
man, and a very young officer, who must naturiilly 
have much to learn : therefore, the chance is, tlrit 
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you are perfectly wrong in the disagreement. How- 
ever, as your present situation must be very disa-^ 
greeable, I will certainly take an early opportunity 
of removing you, provided your conduct to your 
present captain be such, that another may not re- 
fuse to receive you.'' The gentleness and benignity 
of his disposition never made him forget what was 
due to discipline. Being on one occasion applied 
to, to save a young olHcer from a court-martial, 
which he had^rovoked by his misconduct, his re- 
ply was, “ Tliat he would do every thing in his 
power to oblige so gallant and good an officer as 
Sir John Warren,” in whose name the intercession 
had been made; — •“ But what,” he added, ‘‘would 
he do if he were here ? — Exactly what I have done, 
and am still Avilling to do. The young man must 
write §jjch a letter of contrition as would be aii ac • 
kuowi<S^|nent of his great fault; ami, with a sin- 
cere prorate, if his captain will intercede to prevent 
the impending court-martial, never to so misbehave 
again. On his captain’s enclosing me such a letter, 
with a revest to caiu'el the order for the trial, 1 
might be induced to do it: but the letters and re- 
primand will be given in the public order-book of 
the lli.*et, and read to all the officers. The young 
inai) has .pushed himself forward to notice, and lu' 
must take the consequence. — It was upon the 
quarfer-dcck, in the face of the ship’s company, 
that he tn^ated his captain with contempt; and 1 
am in duty bound to su'pport the aulhoiity and 
< onseqiience of every officer under my command. 
A poor ignorant seaman is for ever punished for 
contempt to his superioi's.” 

A dispute occurred in the fleet, while it was oil* 
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Toulon, which cajjed forth Nelson’s zeal for t ^ 
fights and interest of the navy. Some young arti. 
lery officers, serving on board the bomb vessels, re 
fused to let their men perform any other duty but 
what lelated to the mortars. They wished to have 
it established, that their corps was not subject to 
the captain’s authority. The same pretensions were 
made in the channel fleet about the same time ; 
and the artillery rested their claims: to separate and 
independent authority on boaKlp*lp«<ti a clause in 
the act, which they intcmtel^ in their favoin-. 
Nelson took np the subjecM^i all the earnestness 
which its importance descr^^^f — “ Thea*e is no real 
happiness in this world,” said he, writingi to Ear’ 
St. Vincent, as flrst lord. ^Vith all an< ; 

smiles around me, up start these, artillory bpys.(i 
und€istand they are not beyond that and set 
us at defiance; speaking in the most disrespect 
manner of the navy, ana its commanders; " I 
you, ipy dear lord, so well, that, wuth your 
iiesSK tlm matter would have been settled, and per^ 
rhaps some of them been broke. I am, perluips, 
gpre-patient ; but I do assure you, not lovss n.'solvetl, 
~ pi'ibf conciliation is not attended to. You 
pbn the eve of quitting the theatre of our 
but we hold it due to our successors 
neveS^ whilst w^e have a tongue to speak, or a hanu 
to write, to allow the navy to be, in the snraViest 
deg’^e, injured in its discipline by our conduct.” 
To Trowbridge he wrote in the same spirit, — It 
is the old history, trying to do aw'ay the act of 
parliament : but 1 trust they will never succeed ; 
foi, when they do, farewell to our naval superiority 
We should be prettily commanded ! Let them one 



LIFE OF NELSON. 


297 


180 i03.] 

;aiii the step of being independent of the navy on 
board a ship, and they will soon have the oth^*, 
and command us. — But, thank God ! my dear 
Trowbridge, the king himself cannot do away the 
act of parliament. Although my career is nearly 
run, yet it would embitter my future days, and ex- 
piring moments, to hear of our navy being sacrificed 
to the army.” As the surest way of preventing such 
disputes* he suggested that the navy should have, 
its owrt corp^ of artillery ; and a corps of marine 
artillery was accordingly established. 

Instead of lessening the power of the commander, 
Nelson would have wished to see it increased : it 
was absolutely necessary, he thought, that merit 
shouM be rewarded at the moment, and that the 
officers of the fleet should look up to the com- 
mander-in-chief for their reward. He hirns^f was 
w never more happy than when he could proniot(‘ 
cei’LOse who were deserving of promotion. Many 
tl’wtrrc the services which he thus rendered unsoli- 
cited : and frequently the officer, in whose behalf 
he had interested himself with the admiralty, ilid 
not know to whose friendly interference he was in- 
debted for his good fortune. — He used to say, “ I 
wish it to appear as aGod-send.” The love which 
he bora the navy made him promote the interests, 
and honour the memory, of all who had added to 
its^lories. “ The near relations of brother offi- 
cers,” he said, “ he considered as legacies to the 
service.” Upon mention being made to him of 
a son of Rodney, by the Duke of Clarence, his 
reply was : I agree with your royal highness 

most entirely, that the son of a Rodney ought to 
be i\\t protege of every person in the kingdom, ami 

E E 
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partioularly of the sea officers. Had I known that 
there had been this claimant, some of my own 
lieutenants must have given way to such a name, 
and he should have been placed in the Victory : she 
is full, and I have twenty on my list; but, what- 
ever numbers I have, the name of Rodney must 
cut many of tliem out.** Such was tlui proper 
sense which Nelson felt of what was due to splen- 
<lid services and illustrious namegi. Ills feclino;!-: 
toward the brave men who had served with him, arc 
shown by a note in his diary, which was probably 
not intended for any other eye than his own. — 
“ Nov. 7. 1 had the comfort of making an old 

Agamemnon, George Jones, a gunner into the 
Chamcloon brig.*’ 

When Nelson took the command, it w'us ex- 
pected that the Mediterranean would bo an active 
scene. Nelson well understood the character of 
the ])C'rfidlous Corsican, who was now sole tyrailt 
<jf France ; and knowing that he was as ready to 
attack his friends as his enemies, knew, thcrefoiSEi, 
that nothing could be more uncertain than the di- 
nM tioii of the fleet from Toulon, wbej»ever it sbn|J||| 
jmt to sea: — “ It had as many destinations, ’*®HP 
said, as there were countries.” The momentoul 
revolutions of the last ten years bad giwn him 
ionple matter for reflection, as well as opportni^*> 
fur observation : the film was cleared from l\is eyes ; 
a! id now, when the French no longer went abroad 
with the cry of lil^eity and equality, be saw that 
the oppression and misrule of the powers which hod 
been opposed to them, had been the main causes ol 
their success, and that those causes would still pr< - 
tpare the wtry before them. Even in Si»dly, wb^ e 
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it* it had been possible longer to blind himseU', 
Nelson would willingly have seen no evil ; he |tcr- 
ceived that the people wished for a change, and 
acknowledged that they had reason to wish tor it. 
In Sardinia the same burden of misgovernmeiit was 
felt; and the people, like the Sicilians, were im- 
poverished by a government so utterly incompetent 
to perform its first and most essential duties, tiiat 
it did not protect its own coasts from the Barbary 
pirates. Il^ would fain have had us purchase this 
island (the finest in the Mediterranean) from its 
sovereign, who did not receive £5000 a year from 
it, after its wretched establishment was paid. There 
was reason to think that France was pre])aring to 
possi^ss herself of this important point, which af- 
forded our fleet facilities for watching Toulon, not 
to be obtained elsewhere. An expedition \v2ls pre- 
paring at Corsica for the purpose ; and all the 
Sardes, who had taken part with revolutionary 
France, were ordered to assemble there. It vva'. 
certain that, if the attack were made, it woidd suc- 
ceed. Nelson thought that the only means to pre- 
vent Sardinia from becoming French, was to make 
it English, and that half a million would give lh(' 
king a rich price, and England a cheap purchase. 
A IjelUr, and therefore a wiser policy, w^oiild have 
l^eu to exert our influence in removing the abuses 
ofTlie government : for foreign dominion is alw ays, 
in some degree, an evil and allegiance neither can 
nor ought to be made a thing of bargain and sale. 
Sardinia, like Sicily and Corsica, is large eiiougb 
to form a separate state. Let us hope that these 
islands may one day be made free and independent, 
b'rcedom and independence will bring with them 
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industry and prosperity; and wherever these are 
found, arts and letters will flourish, and the im- 
provement of the human race proceed. 

The proposed attack was postptmed. Views of 
wider ambition were opening upon Buonaparte, 
who now almost undisguise^ly aspired to make 
himself master of the continent of Europe; and 
Austria was preparing for-’^anothcr struggle, to be 
conducted as weakly and terminated 'as miserably 
as the former. Spain, too, was once 'more to be 
involved in war, by the policy of France : that 
perfidious government having in view the double 
object of employing the Spanish resources against 
England, and exhausting them, in order to render 
Spain herself finally its prey. Nelson, who Knew 
that England and the Peninsula ought to be iu 
alliance, for the common interest of both, fre^ 
quently expressed his hopes that Spain might re* 
stime her natural rank among the nations. “ W* 
ought,” he said, by mutual consent, to be the 
very best friends, and both to be ever hostile tp 
France.” But he saw that Buonaparte was mecl^ 
tating the destruction of Spain ; and that, while 
the wretched court of Madrid professed to remain 
neutral, the appearances of neutrality were scarcely 
preserved. An order of the year 1771, exeluding 
British ships of war from the Spanish ports, jwa^s 
revived, and put in force ; while French privateers, 
from these very ports, annoyed the British trade, 
carried their prizes iu, and sold them even at Bar- 
celona. Nelson complained of this to the captain- 
general ofCalaloiiia,informinghiin, that he claimed, 
for every British ship or squadron, the right ol 
lying, as long as it pleased, in the port! of Spain.* 
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while that riglit was allowed to other powers. To 
the British ambassador he said: “ I am read^to 
make large allowances for the miserable situation 
Spain has placed herself in ; but there is a certain 
line, beyond which I cannot submit to be treated 
with disrespect. VVe^have given up French vessels 
taken within gun-shot of the Spanish shore, and 
yet French vessels are permitted to attack our ships 
from the Spaiijsh shore. Your excellency may 
assure tlie Spanish government, that in whatever 
place the Spaniards allow the French to attack us, 
in that place I shall order the French to be at- 
tacked. 

During this state of things, to which the weak- 
ness* of Spain, and not her Avill, consented, the 
enemy’s fleet did not venture to put to sea. Nel- 
son watched it with unremitting and almos'f unex- 
ampled perseverance. The station off Toulon he 
called his home. We are in the right fighting 
trim,” said he : “ let them come as soon as they 
please. I never saw a fleet, altogether, so well 
ofticered and manned: would to God the ships 
were half asf good ! — ^The finc'st ones in the service 
would soon lie destroyed by such terrible weather. 
I know well enough, that if I were to go into 
Maltad should save the ships during this bad sea- 
son : but, if I am to watch the French, I must be 
at sea; and, if at sea, must have bad weather: 
and if the ships are not fit to stand bad weather, 
they are useless,” Then only he was satisfied, and 
at ease, when he had the enemy in view. Mr. 
Elliot, our minister at Naples, seems, at this time, 
to have proposed to send a confidential Frenchman 
to him with information. “ I should be very 
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lia])py,” ho replied, “to receive authentic intelli- 
of the destination of the French squadron, 
their route, and time of sailinj^. — Any tiling short 
of this is useless ; and I assure your excellency, 
that I would not, upon any consideration, have a 
Frenchman in the fleet, except as a prisoner. I 
put no c(jnfldence in them. You think yours 
p^ood ; the queen thinks the same : I helieve they 
are all alike. Whatever information you can ji^et 
me, I shall be very thankful for ; but nOc a French- 
man coini'S here. Fort^ive me, but my mother 
hated the French.” 

M. Latouche Treville, who had (X)mmanded at 
Bouloj^ne, commanded now at Toulon. “ Iie.^ii^ 
sent for on [lurpose,” said Nelson, “ as he 
at Boulogne, to beat me again : but lu' seems 
loath t3 try.” One day, while the main body of 
our fleet was out of sight of land, Rear-Admiral 
(/ampbcll, reconnoitring with the Canopus, Doflll^- 
gal, and Amazon, stood in close to the port; 4irl 
M. Latouche, taking advantage of a breeze wliich* 
sprung up, pushed out, w'ith four ships of the line 
and three heavy frigates, and chased him aI)out 
four leagues. The Frenchman, delighted at liaving 
found himself in so novel a situation, published a 
boastful account ; affirming, that he had- given 
chase to the whole British fleet, and that Nelsoji^ 
had fled before him 1 Nelson thought it due to THc 
admiralty to send liome a copy of the Viertory’s log 
upon this occasion. “ As for himself,” he said, 
“ if his character was not established by that time 
I'or imt Ixung apt to run away, it was not worth his 
while to pul the world right.”— If this fleet gets 
fairly up with M, Latouche,” said he to one of his 
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corrcspoiHlents, his letter, with all his iii^cnuity, 
must, lie dillerent from his last. We had fanckd 
that we chased him into Toulon ; for, blind as I 
am, 1 could see his water line, when he clued his 
topsails up, shuttini^ in Sepet. But, from the time 
of his meeting; Capt. Hawker, in the Isis, 1 never 
heard of his acting otherwise*than as a poltroon and 
a liar. Contempt is the best mode of treating such 
a miscreant.” Ip spite, however, of contempt, the 
impudence Ci^* this Frenchman half angered him. 
He .said to his brother: You will have seen La- 
touciic’s letter; how he chased me, and how I ran. 

I keep it : and if 1 take him, by God lie shall eat it.” 

Nelson, who used to say, that in sea athairs no- 
t]iing«is imyiossible, and nothing improbable, feared 
ihe more that this Frenchman might get out and 
chide his vigilance ; because he was so csp^^cially 
ilesirous of catching him, and administering to him 
his owu;, lying letter in a sandwich. M. l.atouche, 
bovvcvc|i^escaped him in another w’ay. lie died, 
acc.ordS(pg,to the French papers, in consequence of 
wa Iking .sp often up to the signal post upon Sepet, 
to watdi the British fleet. “ I always pronomiced 
that would he his death,” said Nelson. “ 11' lie harl 
come out an<l fought me, it w’ould, at least, have 
added Jen years to my life.” The patience with 
wliich he had watched Toulon, he spoke of, truly, 
ns a pcrs(’veraiice at. sea which bad never been 
surpasst'd. From iVJ^^lSOd, to August, 180^), he 
liimself went out of his ship but three times ; each 
of those times was upon the king’s service, and 
neither time of absence exceeded an hour. In 
1804 the Swift cutter going out with despatches 
was taken, and all the despatches and letters fell 
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into the hands of the enemy. A very pretty 
pkce of work!’* says Nelson, I am not sur- 
prised at the capture, but am very much so that 
any despatches should be sent in a vessel with 
twenty-three men, not equal to cope with any row- 
boat privateer. The loss of the Hindostan was 
great enough ; but for importance it is lost, in 
comparison to the probable knowledge the enemy 
will obtain of our connections with foreign coun- 
tries. Foreigners for ever say, and it is true, we 
dare not trust England : one way or other we are 
sure to be committed.” In a subse{|uent letter, he 
says, speaking of the same capture: “ I find, my 
dearest limma, that your picture is very much ad- 
mired by the French Consul at Barcelona'; 
that he has not sent it to be admired, which 
sure k would be, by Buonaparte. They 
that there were three pictures taken. I wish 
them : but they are all gone as irretrievably 
despat(*hes ; unless we may read them in a 
as we printed their correspondence from Ki. 
But from us what can they find out ? That 1 
Jove you most dearly, and hate the French most 
damnably. Dr. Scott went to Barcelona to try to 
get the private letters ; but I fancy they are all 
gone to Paris. The Swedish and American Con- 
suls told him, that the French Consul had yoii,r 
picture and read your letters: and the Doctor thiuks 
one of them, probably, re^d the letters. By the 
master’s account of the cutter, I would not have 
trusted an old pair of shoes in her. He tells me; 
she did not sail, but was a good sea boat. I hope 
Mr. Marsden will not trust any more of my private 
letter^#in such a conveyance: if they choose to 
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trust the affairs of the public in such a thing, F 
cannot help it.” • 

While he was on this station, the weather had 
been so unusually severe, that he said, the Medi- 
terranean seemed altered. It was his rule never 
to contend with the gales; but either run to tlie 
southward, to escape their violence, or furl all the 
sails, and make the ships as easy as possible. The 
men, though he said flesh and blood could hardly 
stand it, colltinued in excellent health, which he 
ascribed in gieat measure, to a plentiful supply of 
lemons and onions. For himself, he thought he 
could only last till the battle was over. One battle 
more it was his hope that he might fight. — “ How- 
ever,^ said he, whatever happens I have run a 
glorious race.” — “ A few months’ rest,” he says, 
“ I must have very soon. If I am in my-igrave, 
what are the mines of Peru to me ? But to say the 
truths; I have no idea of killing myself. I may, 
with ‘care, live yet to do good service to the state. 
My cough is very bad, and my side, where 1 was 
stnick dn the 14th of February, is very much 
swelled; at times a lump as large as my fist, 
brought on occasionally by violent coughing. But 
1 hope and believe my lungs are yet safe.” He 
was afraid of blindness ; and this was the only evil 
.j^hicll he could not contemplate without unhappi- 
ness. More alarming symptoms he regarded whth 
less apprehension ; d^j^crdiing his own “ shattered 
carcass,” as in the word plight of any in the fleet ; 
and he says ; “ I have felt the blood gushing up 
the left side of my head; and, the moment it 
covers the l>rain, 1 am fast asleep.” The fleet was 
in worse trim than the men : but when he com- 
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pared it willi the enemy’s, it was with a right 
Lli?.glish reeling. “ The French fleet yesterday,” 
said he, in one of his letters, was to appearance 
ill high feather, and as fine as paint could make 
tlicni : — but when they may sail, or wdicre they 
may go, 1 am very sorry to say is a secret 1 am not 
acquainted with. Our weathtir-beaten ships, I have 
no fear, will make their sides like a phimpud- 
ding.” Yesterday,” he says, on another occasion, 
“ a rear admiral and seven sail of skips put their 
nose oulsidc the liavbour. If they go on playing 
this game, some day we shall lay salt upon their 
tails.” 

Hostilities at length commenced between OnBat 
Britain and Spain. That country, whose mistrablp, 
government made lier subservient to France, 
once ijiore destined to lavish her resources and 
blood ill furtherance of the designs of a perlidious 
ally. The immediate occasion of tlie war was the 
seizure of lour treasure ships by tlie English. — The 
act was perfectly justifiable; for those treasures 
were intended to furnish means for France ; but tin* 
circumstances which attended it vverc as unha])py 
as they were unforeseen. Four frigates had been 
despatched to intercept them. They met with an 
equal force. Resistance, therefore, became a point oi 
honour on the part of the Spaniards, and one, of 
their ships soon blew up, with all on board. Itfid 
a stronger sipiadron been sent, this deplorable ca- 
tastroplic might have bced spartid : a catastrojdie 
vvliich excited not more indignation in Spain, tliaii 
it did grief in those who were its unwilling instru- 
ments, in the English government, and in the En- 
gl ish^jpeople. On the fifth of October this unhap|>y 
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affair occuned, and Nelson was not. apprized of it 
till the twelfth of the ensuing month. He had, in- 
deed, sufHcient mortification at the breaking out of 
this Spanish war; an event which, it might reason- 
ably liave been supposed,, would amply enrich the 
ofiicers of the Mediterranoan fleet, and repay them 
for the severe and unremitting duty on which tl\ey 
had been so long employed. Biit of this harvest 
they were deprived; for Sir John Orde was sent 
with a small liquadron, and a separate command, 
to Cadiz. Nelson’s feelings were never wounded 
so deeply as now. “ I had thought,” said he, wri- 
ting in the first flow and freshness of indignation; 
“ I farici{!d, — but, nay; it must have been a dream, 
an idlo*dreaitp.; — yet, I confess it, I did fancy that I 
had done flfi^oifiitry service ; and thus they use me! 
— And under what circumstances, and witli.^vhat 
pointed ag^avatiori ! — Yet, if I know my own 
thoughts, it I# not for myself, or on rny own ac(‘ount 
chiefly, that T feel the sting and the disa])point.ment. 
N'o! it is for my, brave officers ; for my noble-minded 
fi'iends and comrades. Such a gallant set of fellows ! 
Such a baud of brothers ! My heart swells at the 
tlioiiglit of them.” 

War between Spain and hmgland was now de- 
clared; iind, on the eighteenth of January, the 
Xigulon fleet, having the Spaniards to co-operate 
with Cnem, put to sea. Nelson was at anchor off 
die coast of Sardinia, wjicrc the Madelena islands 
term one of the finest (larbours in the world, when, 
M three in the afternoon of the nineteenth, the Active 
uiid Seahorse frigates brought this long-hoped for 
intelligence. Tht'.y had been close to the enemy at. 
tenon the preceding night, but lost sight of them in 
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about four hours. The fleet immediately unmoored 
ajid weighed, and at six in the evening ran 
tliroiigli the strait between Biche aud Sardinia : a 
passage so narrow, that the ships could only pass 
one at a time, each following the stern lights of its 
leader. From the position of the enemy, when they 
were last seen, it was inferred, that they must be 
bound round the southern end of Sardinia. Signal 
was made the next morning to prepare for battle. 
Bad weather came on, baffling the 6hc fleet in its 
object, and the other in its pursuit. Nelson beat 
about the Sicilian seas for ten days, without obtain- 
ing any other information of the enemy, tlian that 
one of their ships had put into Ajaccio, dismasted ; 
and having seen that Sardinia, Naples, and'^Sic" 
were safe, believing Egypt to be their destination 
Egypt he ran. The disappointment and distil 
which he had experienced in his former pursuit^ o 
the French through the same seas were now 
newed : but Nelson, while he endured these anilA|iij^ 
and unhappy feelings, was still consoled by^*m< 
same confidence as on the former occasion — that 
though his judgment might be erroneous, under al 
circumstances he was right in hewing formed it 
“ I have consulted no man,*’ said he, to the admi 
ralty ; ‘‘ therefore, the whole blame of ignorance ii 
forming my judgment must rest with me. I wo\»,!'i 
allow no man to take from me an atom of my glor; 
had I fallen in with the French fleet ; nor do I (h 
sire any man to partake any of the responsibility 
All is mine, right or wrong.” Then stating tli' 
grounds upon which he had proceeded, he added 
“ At this moment of sorrow, 1 still feci that I Iuim 
acted right.” In the same spirit he said to 
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Alexander Ball : “ When I call to remembrance all 
the circumstances, I approve, if nobody else does, 
of my own conduct.^’ 

Baffled thus, he bore up for Malta, and met in- 
telligence from Naples that the French, having been 
dispersed in a gale, had put back to Toulon. From 
the same quarter he learnt, tiiat a great number of 
saddles and muskets had been embarked; and this 
confirmed him in his opinion that Egypt was their 
destination. That they should have put back in 
consequence of storms, which he had weathered, 
gave him a consoling sense of British superiority. — 

‘ These gentlemen, said he, are not accustomed 
to a gulf of Lyons’ gale : we have buffeted them 
for out? and twenty mouths, and not carried away 
a spar.” He, how'ever, who had so often braved 
these gales, was now, though not mastered by them, 
vexatiously thwarted and impeded : and, on Feb- 
ruary 27,^?he was compelled to anchor in Pulla 
Bay, in the Gulf of Cagliari. From the 21st of 
January tha fleet had remained ready for battle, 
without abnlk head up, night or day. He anchored 
here, that he miyu not be driven to leeward. As 
soon as thevweatner moderated he put to sea again ; 
and, after again beating about against contrary 
winds, another gale drove him to anchor in the 
^Xrulph of Palma, on the 8th of March. This he 
made his rendezvous; he knew that the French 
troops still remained embarked, and, wishing to 
lead them into a belief tliat he was stationed upon 
the Spanish coast, he made his appearance off Bar- 
celona with that intent. About the end of the 
month, he began to fear that the plan of the expe- 
dition was abandoned ; and, sailing once more to- 
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wards his old station off Toulon, on the 4th ol* 
April, he met the Phoebe, with news tliat Ville- 
neuve had put to sea on the last of March witli 
eleven ships of the line, seven frigates, and two 
brigs. When last seen, they were steering toward 
the coast of Africa. Nelson first covcr(?d the chan- 
nel between Sardinia and Barbary, so as to satisfy 
himself that Viflencuve was not taking the same 
route for Egypt which Gantheaumc had taken 
before him, when he attempted to durry reinforce- 
ments there. Certain of this, he bore up on tlu 
7th for Palermo, lest the French should pass to tin 
north ol’ Corsica, and he despatched cruisers in all 
directions. On the llth, he felt assured that they 
were not gone down the Mediterranean ; and send 
ing off frigates to Gibraltar, to IJsbon, and to Ad- 
miral Cornwallis, who commanded the scpiadron 
oir Brest, he endeavoured to get to the westward, 
l)eating against westerly winds. After livedaysv a 
neuiral gave intelligence that the French had been 
seen off Cape de (xatte on the 7th. It wfts soon 
after ascertained, that they had passed ihe'^teits 
of Gibraltar on the day following; — and Nelson, 
knowing that they might already be half way t( 
Ireland, or to Jamaica, exclaimed, tliat he was ini- 
.scrable. One gleam of comfort only came acro-s 
him in the reflection, that his vigilance had ren(lei>*l-J 
it impossible for them to undertake atiy expedition 
in the Mediterranean. ^ 

Eight days after this certain intelligence luui 
l)een obtained, he described his state of mind llui> 
forcibly, in writing to the governor of Malta : “ ^ly 
good fortune, my dear Ball, seems flown away. I 
cannot get a fair wind, or even a side wind. 
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foul ! — Dead foul ! — But my mind is fully made up 
what to do when I leave the Straits, supposing; 
there is no certain account of the enemy’s destina^ 
tion. — I believe this ill-luck will go near to kill 
me; but, as these are times for exertion, I must 
not be cast down, whatever I may feel.” In spite 
ol’ every exertion which could be made by all the 
zeal and all the skill of British seamen, he did not 
get in sight of Gibraltar till the 30th of i\pril; 
and the windVas then so adverse, that it was im- 
]K:)ssible to pass the. Gut. lie anchored in Mazavi 
llay, on the Barbary shore ; obtained supplies from 
3\4uan ; and when, on the 5th, a breeze from tlie 
eastward sprang up at last, sailed once more, lioyjing 
to hcafl* of the enemy from Sir .lolm Orde, who 
commanded olf Cadiz, or from Lisbon. “ If no- 
thing is heard of them,” said he to tlie admiralty, 
“ I shall probably think the rumours \N hich have 
been spread are true, that their object is the West 
Indies: and, in that case, I think it my duty to 
follow them, — or to the Antipodes, should I believe 
that to be their destination.” At the time when 
this resolutioii was taken, the physician of the fleet 
had ordered him to return to England before the 
hot mouths. 

Nolsoas^ad formed his jmlgment of their desti- 
^!,tion, add made up his mind accordingly, when 
Oouald C}unj)l)cll, at that time an admiral in ll)e 
Portuguese service, thi^/iamc person who had given 
unportant tidings to Earl St. Vincent of the movc- 
nieuts of that fleet from which he won his title, a 
second time gave timely and momentous iiitelli- 
a iK'e to the flag of his country. He went on 
hoard the Victory, and communicated to Nelson 
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his certain knowledge that the combined Spanish 
and French fleets were bound tor the West Indies. 
— Hitherto all things had favoured the enemy, 
Wliile the British commander was beating up 
against strong southerly and westerly gales, they 
had wind to their wish from the N. E. ; and had 
done in nine days what he was a whole month in 
accomplishing. Villeneuve, finding the Spaniards 
at Carthagena were not in a state of equipment to 
join him, dared not wait, but hastened on to Cadiz. 
Sir John Orde necessarily retired at his approach. 
Admiral Gravina, with six Spanish ships of the 
line and two French, came out to him, and they 
sailed without a moment’s loss of time. They harl 
about three thousand French troops on boaVd, and 
fifteen hundred Spanish: — six hundred were undcj 
orders, expecting them at Martinique, and one 
thousand at Guadaloupe. General Lauriston com- 
manded the troops. The combined fleet now con- 
sisted of eighteen sail of the line, six forty-foin 
gun frigates, one of twenty-six guns, three conjsjttes, 
and a brig. They were joined afterwards by^^two 
new French line of battle ships, und one forty-four. 
Nelson pursued them with ten sail of the line and 
three frigates. “ Take you a Frenchman apiece,’ 
said he to his captains, “ and leave me the Spani- 
ards : — when 1 haul down my colours, I expoi^ 
you to do the same, — and not till then.” 

The enemy had five and thirty days’ star! ; 
but he calculated that he should gain eight or ti u 
days upon them by his exertions. May ir)th hr 
made INladeira, and on June 4th reached Barbadnes, 
whitlier he had sent despatches before him; and 
where he found Admiral Cochrane, with two shi[>> 
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part of our squadron in those seas bein^ at Jamaica. 
He found here also accounts that the combined 
fleets had been seen from St. Lucia on the 28th, 
staudinjy to the southward, and that Tol^aj^o and 
Trinidad were their objects. This Nelson doubted ; 
but he was alone in his opinion, and yielded it 
with these foreboding words — “ If your intelligence 
proves false, you lose me the French fleet.” Sir 
William Myers offered to embark here with two 
tliou.sand trol^ps : — ^they >vere taken on board, and 
the next morning he sailed for Tobago. Here ac- 
cident confirmed the false intelligence which had, 
whether from intention or error, misled him. A 
merchant at Tobago, in the general alarm, not 
knowlhg vvlietUer this fleet was friend or foe, sent 
out a schooner to reconnoitre, and ac([uiiint him 
by signal. The signal which he had choser^hap- 
ened to be the very one which had been ap})ointed 
i)y Colonel Shipley of the engineers, to signifv 
that the enemy were at Trinidad ; and as this wa^ 
at the close of day, there was no opportunity of 
discovering the mistake. An American brig was 
met with ab^ht the same time ; the master of whic'li, 
with that jlropensity to deceive the Fnglish and 
assist the French in any manner, which lias been 
Imt too common among his countrymen, aftirmed, 
^‘‘lat he bad been boarded off Granada a few <lays 
before by the French, who w^ere standing towards 
the Bocas of Trinidatl. This fresh intelligence re- 
moved all doubts. The ships were cleared for 
action before daylight, a.nd Nelson entered tlu; 
Bay of Paria on the 7th, hoping and cx])ecting to 
make the mouths of the Orinoco as famous in the 
annals of the British navy as those of the Nik'. 

r r 
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Not an enemy was there ; and it was discovered 
that accident and artmee had combined to lead 
him so far to leeward, that there could have been 
little hope of fetching to windward of Granada for 
any other fleet. Nelson, however, with skill and 
exertions never exceeded, and almost unexampled, 
lx)re for that island. 

Advices met him on the way, that the combined 
fleets, having captured the Diamond Rock, were 
then at Martinique, on the fourth, f.nd were ex- 
pected to sail that night for the attack of Granada. 
On the 9th Nelson arrived off that island; and 
there learnt that they had passed to leeward of An- 
tigua the preceding day, and taken a homeward 
bound convoy. Had it not been for false inrorma- 
tion, upon which Nelson had acted reluctantly, 
and Ki opposition to his own judgment, he would 
have been off Port Royal just as they were leaving 
it, and the battle would have been fought on the 
sjiot where Rodney defeated De Grasse. This he 
remembered in his vexation : but he had saved | 
colonies, and above two hundred ships ladenj^ 
Europe, which would else have fallen into | 
enemy’s hands; and he had the satisfaction 
knowing that the mere terror of his name had 
cttocted this, and had put to flight the allied 
enemies, whose force nearly doubled that befoiii', 
which they fled. That they were flying back 
Europe he believed, and for Europe lie steered in 
pursuit on the 13th, having disembarked the troop? 
at Antigua, and taking with him the Spartiatc, 
sevciity-fg^ur ; the only addition to the squadron 
with whicli he was pursuing so superior a fon e. 
Five days afterwards the Amazon brought intelli- 
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g'ence, that she had spo^ a scliooner who had 
seen them, on the evening*f the 15th, steering* to 
N. ; and, by oomputation, eighty-seven leagues 
off. Nelson’s <J^ary at this time denotes his great 
anxiety, and his perpetual and all observing vigi- 
lance. — June 21. Midnight, nearly calm, saw 
three planks, which I think came from the French 
fleet. Very miserable, which is very foolish.” On 
the 17th of July he came in sight of Cape St. Vin- 
cent, and st^Ted for Gibraltar.^ — June 18th,” his 
diary says, Cape Spartel in sight, but no French 
fleet, nor any information about them. How sor- 
rowful this makes me ! but I cannot help myself.” 
The next day he anchored at Gibraltar; and on 
the 2t)th, says he, “ 1 went on shore for the first 
time since June 16, 1803; and from having my 
foot out of the Victory, two years, wantii#g ten 
days.” 

. Here he communicated with his old friend Col- 
lingwood ; who having been detached with a squa- 
dron, when the disappearance of the combined fleets, 
and of Nelson in their pursuit, was knowm in Eng- 
land, had talcen his station off Cadiz. He thought 
that Ireland was the enemy’s ultimate object, — 
that they -would now liberate the Ferro I squadron, 
which was blocked up by Sir Robert Calder, — call 
l^or the Rochefort ships, and then appear off Ushant 
with three or four and thirty sail ; there to be joined 
by the Brest fleet. With this great force he sup- 
posed they would mate for Ireland, — the real mark 
and bent of all their operations : and their flight to 
the West Indies, he thought, had been merely un- 
dertaken to take off Nelson’s force, which was the 
gi'eat impediment to their undertaking. 
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Collingwood was with great political pc- 

iicf ration. As yet,* h^^ever, all was conjecture 
concerning the enemy ; and Nelson, having victu- 
alled and watered at Tetuan, stood for Ceuta on 
the 24th, still without information of their course. 
Next day intelligence arrived that the Curieux brig 
had scon them on the 19th, standing to the north- 
ward. He proceeded off Cape St. Vin(*cnt, rather 
cruising for intelligence than knowing whither to 
betake himself: and here a case o('hnrrcd, that 
more than any other event in real history rcseanbles 
those whimsical proofs of sagacity which Voltaire, 
in his Zadig, has borrowed from the Orientals. 
One of our frigates spoke an American, who a little, 
to the westward of the Azores, had fallen in with 
an armed vessel, appearing to be a dismasted pri- 
vatec^ devserted by her crew, which had been run 
on board by another ship, and had been set fite 
to; but the fire had gone out. A log-book, and 
a few seamen’s jackets were found in the eabin ; 
and these were brought to Nelson. The log-bobk 
closed with these words ; ‘‘ Two largo vesseU-4n 
the AV. N. W. and this led him to conclulife-^af 
the vessel had been an English privateer, criiii^feg 
off the Western Islands. But there was in ^this 
hook a scrap of dirty paper, filled with figures. 
Nelson immediately, upon seeing it, observed, that 
the figures were written by a Frenchman ; and, 
after studying tliis for a while, said, I can ex- 
plain the. whole. The jackets are of J'Vcnch ma- 
nufacture, and prove that the privateer was in pos- 
session of the enemy. She had been chased and 
taken by the two ships that were seen in the W. 
N. W. The prize-master, going on hoard in a 
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liurry, forgot to take with l^i his reckoning : tlierc 
is none in the log-book.; flpi-the dirty paper et)n 
tains her work for the number of days since the 
privateer last left Corvo ; with an unaccounted-for 
run, which I take to have been the chase, in his 
endeavour to tind out her situation by back reck- 
onings. By some mismanagement, I conclude, 
she was run on board of by one of the enemy’s 
ships, and dismasted. Not liking delay (for I am 
satisfied that those two ships were the advanced 
ones of the French squadron), and fancying we 
were close at their heels, they set fire to the vessel, 
and abandoned her in a hurry. If this explanation 
be correct, 1 infer from it, that they are gone more 
to l ift* northward ; and more to the northward 1 
will look for them.” This course accordingly he 
held, but still without success. Still persevering, 
and still disappointed, he returned near enough to 
Cadiz to ascertain that they w^ere not there; tra- 
versed the Bay of Biscay ; and tlK!n, as a last 
hope, stood over for the north-west coast of Ire- 
land, against adverse winds, till, on the evening of 
the 12th of August, he learnt that they had not 
been heard of there. Frustrated thus in all his 
hopes*. jijI’U'r a pursuit, to which, for its extent, 
rapicl|i||r^:hnd perseverance, no parallel can be pro- 
■duced» lie judged it best to reinforce the channel 
fleet with his squadron, lest the enemy, as Colliug- 
wood apprehended, should bear down upon Brest 
with their whole collected force. On the l/5th he 
joined Admiral Cornwallis off Ushant. No news 
had yet been obtained of the enemy ; and on tin* 
same evening he received orders to proceed, with 
the Victory and Superb, to Portsmouth. 
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CHAFER IX. 

liobert Calder falls in with the combined Fleets — Theu fonn 
a Junction with the Ferrol Squadron , and get into Cadiz — 
Nelson is reappointed to the Command — Battle of Trafalgar — 
J'ictorp, and Death of' Nelsoji, 

At Portsmouth Nelson, at length, found news of the 
combined fleet. Sir Robert Calder, who had been 
sent out to intercept their return, had fallen in 
with them on the 22d of July, sixty leagues west 
of Cape Fiiiisterre. Their force consisted of twenty 
sail of the line, three fifty gun ships, five frigates, 
and two brigs : his, of fifteen line of battle ships, 
two frigates, a cutter, and a lugger. After an 
action of four hours he had captured an eighty-four 
and a 'seventy- four, and then thought it necessary 
to bring-to the squadron, for the purpose of se- 
curing their prizes. The hostile fleets remained in 
sight of each other till the ‘2(>th, when the enemy 
bore away. The capture of two ships from si^u- 
perior a force would have been considered sfttlio 
inconsiderable victory a few years earlier; but 
Nelson had introduced a new mra in our naval 
history; and the nation felt, respecting this action, 
as he had felt on a somewhat similar oc(*asionr'^They 
regretted that Nelson, with his eleven ships, had 
not been in Sir Robert Calder’s place ; and their 
disappointment was generally and loudly expressed. 

Frustrated as his own hopes had been, Nelson 
had yet the high satisfaction of knowing that his 
judgment had never been more conspicuously ap- 
proved, and that he had rendered essential service 
to his country, hy driving the enemy from those 
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islands, where they expected there could be no 
three capable of opposing *em. The West India 
merchants in Ix)ndojii, as men whose interests were 
more immediately benefited, appointed a deputa- 
tion to express their thanks for his great and judi- 
cious exertions. It was now his intention to rest 
awhile from his labours, and recruit himself, after 
all his fatigues and cares, in the society of those 
whom he loved. All his stores were brought up 
from the Vic*tory; and he found in his house at 
Merton the enjoyment which he had anticipated. 
Many days had not elapsed before Captain Black- 
wood, on his way to London with despeitches, called 
on him at five in the morning. Nelson, who was 
alreacfy dressed, exclaimed, the moment he saw 
him : “I am sure you bring me news of the French 
and Spanish fleets ! I think I shall yet have to 
beat them !” They had refitted at Vigo, after the 
indecisive action with Sir Robert Calder; then 
prcjcoeded to Ferrol, brought out the sciuadron 
from thence, and with it entered Cadiz in safety. 
‘‘ Pe^^d on it, Blackwood,” he repeatedly said, 
“ 1 sTl^ll yet give M. Villeneuve a drubbing.” 
But, when Blackwood had left him, he wanted re- 
solutiojn to declare his wishes to Lady Hamilton 
and his- sisters, and endeavoured to drive away the 
thought. — He had done enough he said, — “ Let 
the man trudge it who has lost his budget !” His 
countenance belied his lips ; and as he was pacing 
one of the walks in the garden, which he used to 
call the cpiarter-dcck. Lady Hamilton came up to 
him, and told him she saw he was uneasy. He 
smiled, and said ; “ No, he w as as happy as pos- 
sible; he was surrounded by his family, his health 
wasjictter since he had been on shore, and he 
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would not give sixpence to call the king his uncle.” 
Slje replied, that she^id not believe him, — that 
she knew he was longing to get at the combined 
fleets, — that he considered them as his own pro- 
perty, — that he would be miserable if any man but 
himself did the business ; and that he ought to 
have them, as the price and reward of his two 
years’ long watching, and his hard chase. Nel- 
son,” said she, “ however we may lament your 
absence, olFer your services ; — they will be ac- 
f:epted, and you will gain a quiet heart by it: 
you will have a glorious victory, and then you may 
return here and be ha{)py.” lie looked at her with 
tears in his eyes : — “ Brave Emma I — Good Emma! 
— If there were more Emmas there would be more 
Nelsons.” 

Hi|, services were as willingly accepted as they 
were olfered ; and Ix>rd Barliam, giving him the 
list of the navy, desired him to choose his. own 
officers. “ Choose yourself, my lord,” was his 
reply: the same spirit actuates the whole 

fession : you cannot choose wrong,” Lord 
tlien desired him to say what ships, and h{)W^Ji|j|i(l^y, 
he wpidd wish, in addition to the fleet whu^imc 
was going to command, and said they should follow 
him as soon as each was ready. No appevintment 
was ever more in unison with the feelings and 
judgment of the whole nation. They, like Lady 
Hamilton, thought that the destruction of th( 
combined fleets ought properly to be Nelson’s 
work ; that he, who had been 


“ Half around the sea-girt hall, 
The hunter of the recreant Gaul, 


Souls of Trafalgar. 
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ought to reap the spoils of the (^hase, whicli lie 
had watched so long, and perseveringly pursi 4 ^d. 

Unremitting exertions were made to equip the 
shij)S which he had chosen, and espt'ciuUy to refit 
the Victory, which was once more to bear ins flag. 
Before he left London he called at his iqiholsterer’s, 
where the coffin, which Capt. flallowell had given 
him, was d(*posited ; and <lesired that its history 
might be engraven upon the lid, saying, that it was 
highly probalile he might want it on his return. He 
seemed, indeed, to have been impressed with im 
expectation that he should fall in the battle, in a 
letter to his brother, written immt'diately after his 
return, he had said ; ‘‘We must not talk of Sir 
Robert (’alder’s battli; — 1 might not have done so 
much with rny small force. If I had fallen in witli 
them, you might probably have been a loix^befure 
I wished ; for I know they meant to make a dt. ad 
set at the Victory.” Nelson had once regarded the 
prospect of death with gloomy satisfaction : it wais 
when he aiiticdpatcd the upbraidings of his wife, 
and the displeasure of his venerable, father. The 
statigi:of his feelings now was expressed, in his pri- 
vates journal, in these w'ords : — “ Friday night, 
(^^t. 13.) at half-past ten, I drove from dear, dear 
^llertou ; where T left all which 1 hold dear in this 
^ world, to go to serve my king and country. May 
the great God, whom 1 adore, enable me to fulfil 
the expectations of my country ! and, if it is his 
good pleasure that T .should return, my thanks will 
never cease being offered np to the throne of his 
mercy. If it is his good providence to cut short 
my days upon earth, I bow with the greatest su’o- 
mission ; relying that he will protect tliose so dear 
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to me, whom I may leave behind ! His will be 
done. Amen ! Amen ! Amen !” 

Early on the following morning he reached Ports- 
mouth ; and, having despatched his business on 
shore, endeavoured to elude the populace by taking* 
a by-way to the beach ; but a crowd collected in 
his train, pressing forward, to obtain sight of his 
face : many were in tears, and many knelt down 
before him, and blessed him as lie passed. England 
has had many heroes ; but never one wiio so entirely 
possessed the love of his fellow-countrymen as 
Nelson. All men knew that his heart was as hu- 
mane as it was fearless ; that there was not in his 
nature the slightest alloy of selfishness or cupidity ; 
but, that with ])erfcct and entire devotion, he served 
his country witli all his heart, and witli all his soul, 
and w-th all his strength ; and, therefore, they loved 
him as truly and as fervently as he loved England. 
They pressed upon the parapet, to gaze after him 
wlum his barge pushed off, and he was retump^i^ 
their cheers by waving his hat. The sentinels^bo 
endeavoured to prevent them from trespassing upon 
this ground, were wedged among the crowd ; and 
an officer, who, not very prudently upon siicli an oc- 
casion, ordered them to drive the people down with 
their bayonets, was compelled speedily to retreat ; 
for the people would not be debarred from gazing,^ 
till the last moment, upon the hero — the darling 
hero of England I 

He arrived off Cadiz on the 29th of Septemher 
— his birthday. Fearing that, if the enemy knew 
his force, they might be deterred from venturing to 
sea, he kept out of sight of land, desired Colling- 
wood to fire no salute, and hoist no colours ; ami 
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wrote to Gibraltar, to request that the force of the 
Hcet might not be inserted there in the Gazette. 
His reception in the Mediterranean fleet was as 
gratifying as the farewell of his countrymen at 
I^ortsmouth : the ofHcers, who came on board to 
welcome him, forgot his rank as commander, in 
their joy at seeing him again. On the day of his 
arrival, Villeneiive received orders to put to sea the 
first opportunity. Villeneuve, however, hesitated, 
when he hea'?d that Nelson had resumed the com- 
maud. He called a council of war ; and their 
determination w’as, that it would not be expedient 
to leave Cadiz, unless they had reason to believe 
themselves stronger by one-third than the British 
force. In the public measures of this country se- 
crecy is seldom practicable,and scldomer attempted : 
liere, however, by the precautions of Nelsor:^ and 
the wise measures of the admiralty, the enemy 
were for once kept in ignorance ; for, as the ships 
a|)pointed to reinforce the Mediterranean fleet were 
despatched singly, each as soon as it was ready, — 
theiij collected number was not stated in the news- 
j)ap«»rs, and their arrival was not known to the 
enemy. But the enemy knew that Admiral Louis, 
with six sail, had been detached for stores and 
^ater to Gibraltar. Accident also contributed to 
hiake the Freru^h admiral doubt whether Nelson 
himself had actually taken the command. An 
American, lately arry^ed from England, maintained 
that it was impossible, — for he had seen him only 
a few days before in Tx)ndon ; and, at that time, 
tliore was no rumour of his going again to sea. 

The station which Nelson had chosen was some 
liTty or sixty miles to the west of Cadiz, near Cape 
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St. Mary's. At this distance he hoped to decoy 
tl^ enemy out, while he guarded against the dan- 
ger of being (‘aught with a westerly wind near 
Cadiz, and driven within the Straits. The block- 
ade of the port was rigorously enforced, in hopes 
that the combined fleet might be forced to sea by 
want. The Danish vessels, therefore, w^hich were 
carrying provisions from the French ports in the bay, 
under the name of Danish property, to all the little 
ports from Ayamonte to Algeziras, frofli whenc<;? th(..y 
were conveyed in coasting boats to Cadiz, were 
seized. Without this proper ex(.‘rtion of power, the 
blockade would have been rendered nugatory, by 
the advantage thus taken of the neutral flag. The 
supplies from France w'cro thus eflbctually c\it ofl'. 
There was now every indication that the enemy 
woidd spt'cdily venture' out ; ofticers and men were 
ill the highest spirits at the iirospcctol' giving tlmm 
a decisive blow: such, indeed, as would put an end 
to all l‘urther contest upon the seas. Theatrical 
amusements wa^re performed every evening in^li|||^ 
of the ships: and Cod Save the King was^tlte 
hymn w’ith which the sports concluded. “ 1 verily 
belicwe," said Nelson, (writing on the 6tli of Octo- 
ber), “ that the country will soon be put to some 
expense on my account; either a monument, or 
a new pension and honours ; for I hav(i not the 
smallest doubt but that a very few days, almost 
hours, wnll put us in battle. ^ The success no man 
can insure ; but for the lighting them, if they can 
be got at, I pledge myself. — ^The sooner the better: 
T don't like to have these things upon my mind. ” 
At this time he was not without some cause of 
anxiety ; he was in want of frigates, — the ey«’S of 
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tlie fleet, as lie always called them ; — to the want 
of which, the enemy before were indebted for their 
escape, and Buonaparte for his arrival in E^ypt. 
He had only twenty-three ships, — others were on 
the way, — but they might come too late ; and, 
tlioiugh Nelson never doubted of victory, mere vic- 
tory was not what he looked to, he wanted to an- 
niliilatc the enemy’s licet. The Cart hagena squadron 
might edect a junction with this fleet on the one 
side ; and, oil the other, it was to be expected that 
'i\ similar attem[)t would be made by the French 
from Brest ; in either case a formidable contingency 
lo lie ayiprehended by the blockading force. The 
Rochefort sipiadroii did push out, and had nearly 
caiiglil the Agamemnon and rAimablc, in their 
way to reinforce the British admiral. Yet Nelson 
at this time weakened his own fleet. He hejl the 
unpleasant task to perform of sending home Sir 
Robert Calder, whose conduct was to be made the 
subject of a court-martial, in consequence of the 
ge^l||0tal dissatisfaction which had been felt and 
ex'pressed at his imperfect victory. Sir Robert 
Calderi'tod Sir John Orde, Nelson believed to be 
the only two enemies whom he had ever had in his 
jirofesskm; — and, from that sensitive delicacy which 
^distinguished him, this made him the more scrupu- 
iously anxious to show every possible mark of 
respect and kindness lo Sir Robert. He wished to 
detain him till after the expected action ; when the 
services which he inight perform, and the trium- 
phant joy which would be excited, would leave no- 
tiiing to be apprehended from an inquiry into the 
previous engagement. Sir Robert , however, whose si- 
t'lation was very painful, did not choose to delay iv 
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trial, from the result of which he confidently t!X- 
pected a complete j ustification ; and Nelson, instead 
of sending him home in a frigate, insisted on his 
returning in his own ninety-gun ship; ill as such a 
ship could at that time be spared. Nothing could 
be more honourable than the feeling by which Nel- 
son was influenced ; but, at such a crisis, it ought 
not to have been indulged. 

On the 9th Nelson sent Collingwood what he 
called, in his diary, the Nelson-touch. “ I .send 
you,” said he, “ my plan of attack, as far as a man 
dare venture to guess at the very uncertain position 
the enemy may be found in : but it is to place you 
perfectly at ease respecting my intentions, and to 
give full scope to your judgment for carrying them 
into eflect. We can, my dear Coll, have no little 
jealousies. We have only one great object in view,' 
that of annihilating our enemies, and getting a 
glorious peace for our country. No man has mp| 
(‘onfidcnce in another than I have in you ; 
no man will render your services more justice,^ 
your very old friend Nelson and Bronte.” 
order of sailing was to be the order of battle 
fleet in two lines, with an advanced squadr^ of 
eight of the fastest sailing two-deckers. The second 
ill command, having the entire direction of his line, 
was to break through the enemy, about the twelftl/ . 
ship from their rear: he would lead through the 
centre, and the advanced sijuadron w'as to cut 
off three or four ahead of the centre. This plan 
was to be adapted to the strength of the enemy, so 
that they should always be one fourth superior to 
those whom they cut ofl'. Nelson said, “ That his 
admirals and captains, knowing his precise object 
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to be that of a close "and decisive action, would 
supply any deficiency of signals, and act accord- 
ingly. In case signals cannot be seen or clearly 
understood, no captain can do wrong if he places 
his ship alongside that of an enciny.’’ One of the 
last orders of this admirable man was, that tlic 
name and family of every officer, seaman, and ma- 
rine, who might be killed or wounded in action, 
should be, as soon as possible, returned to him, in 
order to be tJiansmitted to the chairman of the pa- 
triotic fund, tliat the case might be taken into con- 
sideration, for the benefit of the sufferer, or Ids 
family. 

About half past nine in the morning of the 19th, 
the ^?ars, being the nearest to the fleet of the ships 
which formed the line of communication with the 
frigates in shore, repeated the signal, that the epemy 
were coming out of port. The wind was at this 
time very light, with partial breezes, mostly from 
the S. 8. W. Nelson ordered the signal to be made 
for a chase in the south-east quarter. About two, 
the repeatin^^hips announced, that the enemy were 
jU. sea. All^ight the British fleet continiiod under 
all sail, st&rfeg to the south-east. At daybreak 
they were- in the entrance of the Straits, but the 
enemy '^■ere not in sight. About seven, one of the 
Vrigates made signal that the enemy were bearing 
north. Upon this the Victory hove to; and shortly 
afterwards Nelson made sail again to the north- 
ward. In the aftenibon the wind blew fresh from 
the south-west, and the English began to fear that 
he foe might be forced td return to port. A little 
before sunset, however, Blackwood, in the Euryalus, 
telegraphed, that they appeared determined to go 



328 LIFE OK NELSON. [ 1805 . 

to the westward, — “ And that,” said the admiral 
in his diary, they shall not do, if it is in the 
jiowcr of Nelson and Bronte to prevent them.” 
Nelson had sii^nifiecl to Blackwood, that he de- 
pended upon him to kee]) si^ht of the enemy. 
They were observed so well, that all their motions 
were made known to him ; and, as they wore twice, 
he inferred that they were aimiii}^ to keep the port 
of Cadiz open, and woukl retreat there as soon as 
they .saw the British fleet: for thi.s ibason he was 
very earebil not to approaeh near enough to be 
seen by them diiriiiu; the iii^ht. At dayl>reak tin* 
(!ombined fleets were distinctly seen from the V^ie- 
tory".s deck, formed in a close line of battle ahead, 
on the starboard tack, about twelve miles 16 lee- 
ward, and standinii* to the south. Oiir fleet con- 
sisto(,^ of twenty-seven sail of the line, and four 
frig'ates ; theirs of thirty-three, and seven larg“e 
fiii^ates. Their superiority wa.s greater in size, and 
weight of metal, than in numbers. They had four 
thousand troop.s on board ; and the be.<t riflemen 
who could be. procured, many of them Tyj^^ 
were disperse'^! through the ships. .Little dSP^ 
Tyrolese, and little di<l the Spaniards, at that, (fey, 
imagine what horrors the wicked tyrant whom they 
served was preparing* for tluur country. 

Soon after daylight, Nel.-<on came n])on deck. 
The 21st of October was a festival in bis family, 
because on that day bis uncle, Capt. Suckling, in 
tlie Dreadnought, with two other line of battle shij^s, 
bad beaten ofl' a French .s<juadron of four sail of 
the line, and three frigates. Nelson, with that 
sort of superstition from which few persons an 
entirely exempt, had more than once expressed 
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liis persuasion that this was to be the day of lus 
battle also ; and he was well pleased at seeing his 
prediction about to be verified. The wind was now 
from the west, light breezes, with a loiig heavy 
swell. Signal vva.s made to bear down upon the 
enemy in two lines ; and the fleet set all sail. 
CoUing'wood, in the Royal Sovereign, led the let- 
line of thirteen ships; the Victory led the weatljcr 
line of fourteen. Having seen that all was as it 
sliould be. Nelson retired to his cabin, and wrote 
tlie following prayer : 

‘‘ May tlie great (R)d, wbom I worship, grant to 
my country, and for the i)ciiefit of hairopc in ge- 
iieral,^ a grt'at and glorious victory, and may no 
misconduct in any one tarnish it; and may hnina- 
nity after vititory be the predominant feature in the 
Britisli fleet! For myself individually, T ((’^iiinil 
my life to Him that made me; and may his bless- 
ing alight on my endeavours for serving niy eonn- 
iry faithfully ! To Him I resign myself, and the 
just cause which is entrusted to me to defend. 
Amen, Amen, Amen.’’ 

Having tlius discharged his devotional duties. In- 
annexed, in the same diary, the following remark- 
able writjng ; 

“ Octoher 21, 1805. — Then in sifjht of the vo?il- 

hined fleets of France and Spain, distant about 

ten miles. 

Whereas the eminent services of Kmma Ha- 
milton, widow of the Right Honourable Sir W'il- 
liam Hamilton, have been of the very greatest 
service to my king and country, to my knowdedg(g 
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withoiit ever receiving any reward from either our 
king or (country. 

‘‘ First, tliat she obtained tlie King of Spain’s 
letter, in 1706, to his brother, the King of Naples, 
acquainting him of his intention to declare war 
against England ; from which letter the ministry 
sent out orders to the then Sir Jolm .lervis, to strike 
a stroke, if opportunity ottered, against either the 
arsenvds of Spain or her fleets. That neither of 
these was done is not the fault of LaOy Hamilton : 
the opportunity might have been otFered. 

Secondly ; The British fleet under my c'Oin- 
mand could never have returned the second time 
to Egypt, had not Eady Hamilton’s influence with 
the Queen of Naples caused letters to be wtote to 
the governor of Syracuse, that he was to encourage 
the fleet’s being supplied with every thing, should 
they put into any port in Sicily. We ])ut into Sy^ 
raeuse, and re(‘('ived every supply ; went to F^lgypt. 
v\n(l destroyed the French fleet. 

Could 1 have rewarded these servic'es, I wouhl 
not now call upon my eoimt^'v ; but as that liite not 
been in my ])ower, J h'ave Fanma Lady Ilan^llt/n- 
therefore a legacy to my king and country, thut 
they will give Ikt an ample provision to maintuiri 
her rank in life. 

“ I also leave to the beneficence of my eonntrv ■ 
my adopted daughter, Horatia Nelson Thompson : 
and I desire she will nse in future the name el 
Nelson only. 

“ These* are the only favours I ask of my kiuu 
and country, at this moment when I am going to 
fight their battle. May (Jod bless my king aiu! 
country, and all those I hold dear ! My relations i! 
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is neiedless to mention; they will, of course, be 
amply provided for. ^ 

“ NELSON AND BRONTE." 

( Hi.NKV BlA( KWOOD. 


Witness, 


( T. M. Hardv." 


The child of whom this writin*^' speaks, was be- 
lieved to be his daughter, and so, indeed, he called 
her the last time that he pronounced her name. 
She was thc^i about five years old, living- at Mer- 
ton, umh'r Lady Hamilton’s care. The last mi- 
nutes which Nelson passed at Merton, were em- 
])loyed in praying over this (!hild, as slie lay sleep- 
ing. A portrait of JakW Hamilton hnng in his 
eabii'f*: and no Catholic ever beheld the pielnn; ol’ 
his ])atrou saint with devonter reverence. The 
undisguised and romantic passion with whj|ii he 
regarded it, amounted almost to superstition ; and 
when the portrait was now taken down, in cleariuig 
for action. In; desired the men who removed it, to 
“ take eare of his guardian angel." In this man- 
ner he frequently s})oke of it, as if he hclievf d 
diore were a virtue in the image. He wort? a mi- 
niature of her, also, next his lu;art. 

Blackwood vvent on board the Vietory about 
six. IJe found him in good spirits, but very 
eahn ; not in that exhilaration which he had felt 
iq)on entering into battle at Aboukir and Copen- 
hagen : he isiiew^ that his own life would be 
j)artieularly aimed at, and seems to have looked 
for death with almost as sure an expectation as for 
vi(?tory. His wdiole atteiUion was tixed upon the 
enemy. They tacked to the northward, and formed 
their line on the larboard tack; thus briiiging the 
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slioais of Trafaiji:!!!' and St. Pedro iiiidor the lee of 
the British, and keeping; the port of Cadiz open 
for llu'inselves. This was jndieiously done : and 
Nelson, aware of all the advanta»*es whieh it gave 
them, made signal to prepare to anchor. 

Villenenve was a skilful seaman ; worthy of serv- 
ing a hotter master, and a bethn* cause. His plan 
of defence was as well conceived, and as original, 
as tlic plan of attack. He formed the Hcet in a 
double lino ; every alternate ship boing about a 
cable’s lengtli to windward of lu'r second ahead 
and astern. iNelson, (‘crtain of a triumphant issue 
to the day, asked Blackwood wind he slnmld coji- 
sid(“r as a victory. That otyicer answered, that, 
< ()nsi(leriug the Imndsome way in which battKi was 
(.tiered by the enemy, tlu'ir aj)]>a,rent determination 
fur aji'air trial of strength, and the. situation of the 
iwiul, he thought it would he a glorious result if 
fourteen were captured. Me replic'd : “ I shall 
not he. satisfied witli less than twenty.” Soon af- 
terwards he asked him, if he did not think there 
was a signal wanting, ('apt. Blackwood ina«kj an- 
swer, that he thought the whole H(.*et seemed very 
clt^arly to understand what they were about, 'fhesc 
woi’ds were scarcely spoken before that signal wa> 
marhg, which will he remcm1)ercd as long as the 
language, or even the memory of Ihigland, shall 
endure; — Nelson’s last signal: — “ I^noi.an n rx- 

CECTS EVERY MAX TO 1)0 IllS UU’l'Y !” It WaS 
rcceiv(!d throughout tlu:; fleet will) a shout of an- 
swering acclamation, made suhlimci by the spiril 
which it breathed, and the feeling whieh it e\- 
piTssed. “ Now,” said Lord Nelson, “ I can dc 
no more. Wc must trust to the great Disposer ol 
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Jill events, and the justice of our cause. I thank 
(iod for this ^rcat opportunity of doin^ mv dut*v.” 

Hti wove tiiat day, as usual, his admiral’s frock 
coat, hearing on Xhp left hrerast four stars, c»f the 
(lid’erent orders witli which he was invested. Or- 
naments which rendered him so conspicuous a mark 
for the enemy, were beheld with ominous a])prclu“n- 
sions by liis oflicers. It was known that there were 
riHeinen on hoard the French ships ; and it eonld 
not h(‘ doidaVd Imt that his life would Ix^ particu- 
larly aimed at. d'hey communicated their f(?ars to 
I'ach other; and the surgeon, Mr. Featty,* spoke to 
the chaplain, J)r. Scott, and to Mr. Scolt, the 
puljlie secretary, desiring that some person would 
eiitrevft ln‘m to change his dress, or covcu' the stars; 
luit they knew that such a request would highly 
displease him. “ In honour I gained thcii'^” ho 
luul said, when su<‘h a thing had bee n hinti d to 
him formerly, “ and in honour 1 will die with them.” 
Mr. Beatty, however, would not have been deterred 
l)y any fear of exeiting his dis])leasure, from speak- 
ing ttrt him liimself upon a subject, in which the 
weal of Ktiglaud, as well as the life (*f Nelson, was 
concerned, — hut he was ordered from tlu' deck 
before he ctndd find an opportunity. This was a 
point upon \vhich Nelson’s oflicers knew tliat it 
was hopeless to remonstrate or reason with him ; 
hut lioth Blackwood, and his own captain, Uardy, 
rcqu’csented to him how advantageous to the ffeet 
it would he for him to keep out of action as long as 
possible; and he consented at last to let the Levia- 

* In this part of the woik T have chiefly been indebted to 
this "entleniair.s IS’arrntive of Lord Nelson’s Death — a docu- 
’>n jit as intercstino; as it is aulhenlie. 
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than and the Temerairc, which were sailing: abreast 
of <:he Victory, be ordered to pass ahead. Vet even 
here the last infirmity of this noble mind was in- 
dulg-ed, for these ships could pot pass ahead if the 
V^ictory continued to carry all her sail ; and so far 
was Nelson from shortening sail, that it was evident 
he took pleasure in pressing on, and rendering it 
impossil)le for them to obey his own orders. A 
long swell was setting into the bay of Cadiz : our 
ships, crowding all sail, moved maj(^j?tically before 
it, witli light winds from the south-west. The sun 
slioneonthe sails of the enemy ; and their well formed 
line, with their numerous three-deekers, made an 
appearam'c whieli any other assailants woidd have 
thouglit formidable ; — l)Jit the British sailorli only 
admired the beauty and the splendour of the sj)ec- 
tacle# and, in full confidence of winning what they 
saw, remarked to each other, what a fine sight 
yonder ships would make at Spitlu'ad ! 

The French admiral, from tin; BuecJitaure, beheld 
the new manner in wliich his enemy was advanc- 
ing — Nelson and CoIlingwf)od each leading his 
line; and, pointing tlu'm out to his officers, he is 
said to have evchtiined, that such conduct could 
not fail to be successful. Yet Villcneuve had 
made his own dispositions with the utmpst skill, 
and the fleets under his commaml waited for tiu’ 
attack with perfect coolness. Ten minutes hefon 
twelve tht‘y ()]')ened their fire. ^ Fight or nine of the 
ships immediately ahead of the Vielory, and across 
her bows, fired single guns at her, to ascertain 
whether she was yet within their range. As sooii 
as Nelson |)erceived that their shot passed over 
him, he desired Blackwood, and Capt. Prowse, ot 
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the Sirius, to repair to their respective frigates; 
and, on their way, to tell all the captains of the 
line of battle ships tliat he depended on t.luhr t'xer- 
tioiift^ ‘tind tliat, if by the prescribed inode of attack 
they fdtind it impracticable to get into action im- 
trteifliitely, they might adopt whatever they thought 
best, provided it led them rpiickly and closely along- 
side an enemy. As they were standing on the 
front of the poop, Blackwood took him by the 
hand, sayiin^, he hoped soon to return and find 
him in possession of twenty prizes. He replicfl, 
“ God bless* you, Blackwood *. I shall never see you 
again.** 

Nelson’s column was steered about two points 
more lo the north than (^ollingwood’s, in order to 
cut off the enemy’s escape into Cadiz : the lee line, 
therefore, was first engaged. ‘‘ See,” cried N elson, 
])ointing to the Royal Sovereign, as she steered 
right for the centre of the enemy’s line, cut through 
it astern of the Santa Anna, three-decker, and 
engaged her at the muzzle of her guns on the star- 
board side : see how that noble fellow. Col ling- 
wood, carries Ids ship into aidion !” Collingwood, 
delighted at being first in the heat of the fire, and 
knowing the feelings of his commander and old 
friend, turned to his ca])tain, and exclaimed : 

Rotherham, what w'ould Nelson give to he here !” 
Both these brave oilieers, ^lerhaps, at (his moment 
thought of Nelson with gratitude, for a eircumstanee 
which had oeeurred on the preceding day. Admiral 
(’ollingAvood, with some of the captains, having 
gone on lioard the Victory, to receive iiisl ructions, 
Nelson inquired of him, where his captain was ? 
and was told, in reply, that they were not upon 
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terms with each other. “ Terms said 
Ndson ; — “ good terms with each other !” Imme- 
diately he sent a boat for Captain Kotlierhani ; 
led him, as soon as he arrived, to (Mjllingwood, 
and saying, — “ Look ; yonder are the enemy !” 
bade them shake hands like Englishmen. * 
The enemy continued to fire a gun at a time at 
the Victory, till they saw that a shot had passed 
through her main-top-gallaut sail ; then they o[)ened 
their broadsides, aiming chiefly at hf.r rigging, in 
the hope of disabling her before slie could closti 
with them. Nelson, as usual, had hoisted seveial 
flags, h'st one should be shot away. The enemy 
sliowed no colours till late in the action, when they 
began to feel the necessity of hav ing them toktrike, 
Ihjr this reason, the Santissima Trinidad, Nelson’s 
old arquaintance, as he used to call her, was dis- 
tinguishable only by her four dc<‘ks; and to the 
bow of this oj)ponent fie ordered tlie Victory to be 
steered. IVIeantime an incessant raking tire was keplt. 
up upon the Victory. The admiral’s secretary wljs 
one of the first who fell; he was killed by a caniuiS' 
shot while conversing with Hardy. Cajit. Adair 
the marines, with the help of a sailor, endeavoured 
to remove the body from Nelson’s sight, who had a 
great regard lor Mr. Scott : but he anxiously asked : 
‘‘ Is that poor Scott that’s gone?” and being in- 
fornu^il that it w as indeed so, exclaimed : “ l^ooi 
fellow!” Presently a double-headed shot struck a 
party of marines, wdio were drawn up on the poop, 
and killed ciglit of them: upon which, Nelson im- 
mediately desired Capt. Adair to disperse his nu‘i! 
round the ship, that they might not suffer so mucii 
from being together. A few minutes aftorvvai’ds a 
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shot struck the fore brace l)its on the quarter deck, 
and passed l^etween Nelson and Hardy, a spliiiter 
from tlie bit tearing' off Hardy’s buckle and bruising 
his foot. Both stopped, and looked anxiously at 
each other, each supposed the other to be wounded. 
Nelson then smiled, and said, “This is too warm 
work. Hardy, to last long.’' 

The Victory had not yet returned a single gun ; 
fifty of her men had been by this time killed or 
wounded, ani her main-top-mast, with all her stud- 
ding sails and her booms, shot away. Nelson de- 
clared, that, in all his luittlcs, he had seen nothing 
which surpassed the cool courage of his crew on 
this occasion. At four minutes after twelve, she 
openetl her fire from both sides of her deck. It was 
not possible to break the enemy’s line without run- 
ning on board one of their ships : Hardy iiifurm(?d 
him of this, and asked him which he would prefer. 
Nelson replied : “Take your choice. Hardy, it does 
not signify much.” The master was ordered to put 
the helm to port, and the Victory ran on board the 
Rcdoutable, just as her tiller ropes were shot 
away. The Freiudi ship received her with a broad- 
side ; then instantly let down her lower deck ports, 
for fear of being boarded through them, and never 
afterwards lired a great gnu during the action. Her 
tops, like those of all the enemy’s ships, were filled 
with riflemen. Nelson never placed musketry in his 
tops; he had a strong dislike to the practice; not 
merely because it eiillangers setting fire to the sails, 
but also because it is a murderous sort of warfare, 
by which individuals may sutler, and a commander 
now and then he picke<l off, but w^hich never can 
decide the fate of a general engagement. 
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Capt. Harvey, in the Temeraire, fell on board 
the Redoutable on the other side. Another enemy 
was in like manner on board the Temeraire : so 
that these four ships formed as comj)act a tier as if 
they had been moored together, their heads lying 
all the same way. The lieutenants of the Victory, 
seeing this, depressed their guns of the middle and 
lower decks, and fired with a diminished charge, 
lest the shot should pass through, and injure the 
Temeraire. And because there was danger that the 
Redoutable might take fire from the lower-deck 
guns, the muzzles of which touched her si<lc when 
they were run out, the fire-man of each gun stood 
ready with a bucket of water ; which, as soon as 
the gun was discharged, he dashed into \ht hole 
made by the shot. An incessant fire was kept up 
from the Victory from both sides ; her larboard guns 
jfiayihg upon the Bucentaure and the huge San- 
tissima Trinidad. 

It had been part of Nelson’s ]^rayer, that 
British fleet might be distinguished by human i^jj^ 
the victory which he expected. Setting aTi Ex- 
ample himself, he twice gave orders to cease firing 
upon the Redoutable, supposing that she had 
struck, because her great guns were silent ; foi\ as 
she carried no flag, there was no means of instantly 
ascertaining the fact. From this ship, which he 
had thus twice spared, he received his death. A 
ball fired from her mizen-top, which, in the then 
situation of the two vessels, was not more than fif- 
teen yards from that part of the deck where he was 
standing, struck the epaulette on his left shoulder, 
about a quarter after one, just in the heat of action. 
He fell upon his face, on the spot which was co- 
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vered with his poor secretary’s blood. Hardy, who 
was a few steps from him, turning round, saw thpee 
men raising him up. — They have done for me at 
last. Hardy,” said he. — I hope not,” cried Hardy. 
— “ Yes !” he replied ; my back-bone is shot 
thFOUgh.” Yet even now, not for a moment losing 
his presence of mind, he observed, as they were 
carrying him down the ladder, that the tiller ropes, 
which had been shot away, were not yet replaced, 
and ordered 1ihat new on^ should be rove immedi- 
ately : — then, that he might not be seen by the 
crew, he took out his handkerchief, and covered his 
face and hivS stars. — Had he but concealed these 
badges of honour from the enemy, England, per- 
haps,’ woidd not have had cause to receive with 
sorrow the news of the battle of Trafalgar. The 
cockpit was crowded with wounded and dying men f 
over whose bodies he was with some difficultyV^^itr 
voyed, and laid upon a pallet in the midshipmen’s 
birth. It was soon perceived, upon examination, 
that the wound was mortal. This, however, was 
concealed from all, except Capt. Hardy, the ehap- 
taiujiind the medical attendants. He himself being 
certain, from the sensation in his back, and the 
gu^ of blood he felt momently within his breast, 
thal: no hiunan care could avail him, insisted tliat 
tl^^^nigeon should leave; him, and attend to those 
to whom he might be useful ; “ For,” said he, 
“ you can do nothing for me.” — iVll that could be 
done was to fan him with paper, yttd frequently to 
give him lemonade to alleviate kis intense thii>t. 
He was in great pain, and expressed much anxiety 
for the event of the action, which now began to 
deolary itself. As often as a ship struck, the crew 
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of the Victory hurraed ; and at every hurra, a visi- 
ble expression of joy gleamed in the eyes, and 
marked the countenance of the dying heix). But 
he became impatient to see Capt. Hardy ; and as 
that officer, though often sent for, could not leave 
the deck, Nelson feared that some fatal cause pre- 
vented him, and repeatedly cried : “ Will no one 
bring Hardy to me ?” He must be killed ! He is 
surely dead !” — An hour and ten minutes elapsed 
from the time when Nelson received his wound, 
before Hardy coidd come to him. They shook 
hands in silence ; Hardy in vain struggling to sup- 
press the feelings of that most painiul and yet 
sublimcst moment. “Well Hardy,” said Nelson, 
“ how goes the day with us?” — Very well',” re- 
plied Hardy ; ten ships have struck, but five of 
the van have tacked, and show an intention to bear 
dov u upon the Victory. I have called two or thre(^ 
of our fresh ships round, and have no doubt of 
giving them a drubbing.” — “ I hope,” said Nelson, 
“ none of our ships have struck ?” Hardy answered, 
“There was no fear of that.” Then, and not till 
then, Nelson spoke of himself. “ 1 am a deack 
man, Hardy,” siiid he : “ I am going fast : — it wilF 
be all over with me soon. Come nearer to me. 
Let my dear Lady Hamilton have my hair, and all 
other things belonging to me.” Hardy observed, 
that he hoped Mr. Beatty could yet hold out sonu- 
prospect of life. “ Oh, no I” he replied : “ it is im- 
possible. My beck is shot through. Beatty will 
toll you so.” Cept. Hardy then, once more, shook 
hands with him ; and, with a heart almost bursting. 
ha.stened upon deck. 

By this time all feeling below the breetst wa>^ 
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gone ; and Nelson, having made the surgeon as> 
(‘ortain this, said to him : “ You know I am goiie, 

1 know it. I feel something rising in my breast/’ 
— putting his hand on his left side, — ‘‘ which tells 
me so.” And upon Beatty’s inquiring whether his 
pain was very great ? he replied, “ So great, that 
he wished he was dead. Yet,” said he, in a lower 
voice, one would like to live a little longer too 1” 
And after a few minutes, in the same under tone, 
he added ; What would become of poor Lady 
Hamilton, if she knew my situation I” Next to his 
country she occupied his thoughts. Capt. Hardy, 
some fifty minutes after he had left tlie cockpit, 
returned ; and, again taking the hand of his dying 
friend and commander, congratulated him on hav- 
ing gained a complete victory. How many of the 
enemy were taken he did not know, as it was ih> 
possible to perceive them distinctly : but 
or fifteen at least. Tliat’s well,” cried Nelson, 
but I bargained for twenty.” And then, in a 
stronger voice, he said: “ Anchor, Hardy; an- 
chor,” Hardy, upon this, hinted that Admiral 
(^ollingwood would take upon himself the direction 
of affairs. “ Not while 1 live, Hardy,” said the 
dying .Nelson, ineffectually endeavouring to raise 
himself^ from the bed : “ Do you anchor.” His 
previous order for preparing to anchor bad shown 
bow clearly he. foresaw the necessity of this. Pre- 
sently, CitTling Hardy back, he said to him in a 
lo\v voice, DoiiTj:hrow me ovWhoard : ” and he 
desired that he iniglTt he hurieA by his parents, 
unless it should please llle king Vo order otherwise. 
Then reverting to private feelings : “ Take earc of 
my d.ear Lady Hamilton, Ilartly : take care of })oor 
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Lady Hamilton. — Kiss me, Hardy,” said he. Hardy 
knelt down and kissed his cheek : and Nelson 
saitl, Now I am satisfied. Thank God, I have 
done my duty,” Hardy stood over him in silence 
for a moment or two, then knelt agjain, and kissed 
his forehead. ‘‘ Who is that?” said Nelson; and 
being informed, he replied, “ God bless you, Har- 
dy.” And Hardy then left him — for ever. 

Nelson now desired to be turned upon his right 
side, and said : I wish 1 had not left the deck ; for 
I shall soon be gone.” Death was, indeed, rapidly 
approacliing. He said to the chaplain : “ Doctor, 
1 have not been a great sinner and after a short 
pause, “ Remember that I leave Lady Hamilton 
and my daughter Horatia as a legacy t6 my 
country.” His articulation now became difficult; 
I'ut he was distinctly heard to say, Thank (iod, I 
hay 'done my duty.” These words he repeatedly 
pronounced ; and they were the last words which 
he uttered. He expired at thirty minutes after 
four, — three hours and a quarter after he had re- 
ceived his wound. 

Within a quarter of an hour after Nelson was 
wounded, above fifty of the Victory’s men fell by 
the enemy’s musketry. They, however, on their 
pai^^^^werc not idle; and it was not long before 
there were only two Frenchmen left alive in the 
mizen-top of the lledoutable. One of them was 
the man who had^given the fatal woiinu : he did 
not live to boast|rof what he had done. An old 
quarter-master had seen him fire ; and easily re- 
cognised him, because he wore a glazed cocked 
liat and a white frock. This quarter-master and 
two midshipmen, Mr. Colling wood and Pol- 
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lard, were the only persons loft in the Victory’s 
poop the two midshipmen kept firing at the tpp, 
and he supplied them with (partridges. One of the 
Frenchmen, attempting to make liis e8(*ape down 
the rigging, was shot by Mr. Pollard, and ft;ll on 
the poop. But the old quarter-master, as he cried 
out, “ That’s he — that’s he,” and pointed at the 
other, who was coming forward to fire again, re- 
ceived a shot in his mouth, and fell dead. Both 
the midshiprtien then fired at the same time, and 
the fellow dropped in the top. When they took 
possession of the prize, they went into the mizcui- 
top, and found him dead ; with one ball through 
his head, and another through his breast. 

The Redoutable struck within twenty minutes 
after the fatal shot had been fired from her. D^^ir- 
ing thaigitfise she had been twice on fire, — ^in hcV, 
fore-ch^lfe and in her fore-castle. The Fic 
as they had done in other battles, made use, in 
this, of fire-balls, and other combustibles ; imple- 
ments of destruction, which other nations, from a 
sense of honour and humanity, have laid aside ; 
which add to the sufferings of the wounded, with- 
out determining the issue of the combat : which 
none but the cruel would employ, and which never 
can be^successful against the brave. Once they 
succe^(lc^ in setting fire, from the Redoutable, to 
some rt)|^s and canvass on thf Victory’s booms. 
Tlie cry rSfT through the ship, \ and reached tlie 
cockpit : but eved^his dreadfulVpry produced no 
confusion : the men >i,bplayed mat perfect self- 
])osscssion in danger by which Elglish seamen are 
characterised ; they extinguished the flames on 
board iheir own ship, and then hastened to ext in- 
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guish them in the enemy, by throwing buckets of 
water from the gangway. When the Redoutabie 
had struck, it was not practicable to board her 
from tlie Victory ; for, though the two ships touched, 
the upper works of both fell in so much, that there 
was a great space between their gangways; and 
she could not be boarded from the lower or middle 
decks, because her ports were down. ■ Some of 
our men went to Lieutenant Quilliam, and offered 
to swim under her bows, and get up <iherc ; but it 
was thought unfit to hazard brave lives in this 
manner. 

What our men would have done from gallantry, 
some of the crew of the San tissima Trinidad did to 
save tlK'inselves. Unable to stand the tremcinlous ' 
lire of tlic Victory, whose larboard guns played 
4j^ain.st this great four decker, and not knowing 
hoM'iilso to escape them, nor where else to betake 
iTiemselves for protection, many of them lea]>t over- 
board, and swam to the Vidory ; and were actually 
helped up licr sides by the English during tl^‘ 
action. The Spaniards began the battle with lell 
vivacity than their unworthy allies, but tliey coj^lfe 
lined it with greater firmness. The Argonauta atid 
Bahama were defended till they hud each lost about 
four hundred men : the St. Juan Nepomuceno ht^jt 
tiiree hundred and fifty. Often as the siiperiority 
of Britisli courage has been proved ag;u’in<“ r l aucc 
upon the seas, it \fas never more cdis’|;u;iu)us flian 
in this decisive Conflict. Fivoi'bf our ships were 
engaged muzzle to muzzle iihTi five of the blench. 
Ill all five, the ft^^enchuicn hnvered their lower- 
deck ports, aiKOdeserteil their guns; wliile our 
men continued deliberately to load and fiVe, till 
tliey had made the victory secure. 
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Once, amidst his sulferin^s. Nelson li'ad ex- 
pressed a wish that he were dead; but immediately 
the spirit subdued the pains of* death, and he wished 
to live a little longer; — doubtless that he might 
hear the completion of the victory which he had 
seen so gloriously begun. That consolation — that 
joy^ — that triumph, was afforded him. He lived to 
know that the victory was decisive ; and the last 
guns which were fired at the flying enemy were 
heard, a miftute or two before he expired. Tlu^ 
ships which were thus flying were four of the 
enemy’s van, all French, under Rear-Admiral Du- 
manoir. They had borne no part in the action ; 
and now, when they were seeking safety in flight, 
they ’fired not only into the Victory and Royal 
Sovereign as they passed, but poured their broad- 
sides into the Spanish captured ships; and thc^ 
were seen to back their top-sails, for the pu 
of firing with more precision. The indignation (u 
the Spaniards at this detestable cruelty from their 
allies, for whom they had fought so bravely, and so 
]jrofusely bled, may well be conceived. It was 
such, that when, two days after the action, seven 
of the shi})s which had escaped into Cadiz came 
out, in hopes of retaking some of the disabled 
prizel^^the prisoners, in the Argonaula, in a body, 
offered ^eir services to the British prize-master, to 
man guns against any ofythc French ships : 
saying, tlihv ’j’:vSpanish ship eShie alongside, they 
would quietfy'gOi.^elow ; hut tlV.y requested that 
they might he allovvei»>^o fight t^e French, in re- 
sentment for the murderous usaiiO which they had 
suflered at their hands. Such jw’as their earnest- 
ness, and such the implicit eonliucucc w hich could 
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be placed in Spanish honour, that the offer was 
accepted, and they were actually stationed at the 
lower deck guns. Dumanoir and his squadron 
were not more fortunate than the fleet from whose 
destruction they fled : they fell in with Sir Richard 
Strachan, who was cruising for the Rochefort squa- 
dron, and were all taken. In the better days of 
France, if such a crime could then have been com- 
mitted, it would have received an exemplary pu- 
nishment from the French government : under 
Buonaparte, it was sure of impunity, and, perhaps, 
miglit be thought deserving of reward. But, if the 
Spanish court had been independent, it would 
have beopme us to have delivered Dumanoir and 
his captains up to Spain, that they mightvhave 
been brought to trial, and hanged in sight of the 
. ■JlViiains of the Spanish fleet. 

TKi total British loss in the battle of Trafalgar 
f' ^anfoimted to one thousand five hundred and eighty- 
seven. Twenty of the enemy struck ; but it was 
not possible* to anchor the fleet, as Nelson had en- 
joined; — a gale came on from the south-west; some 
of the prizes went down, some went on shore ; ohe ef- 

* In the fonner editions it was said tlial unhappily fleet 
(lid not anchor : implying an opinion that Nim^il^^rders 
ought to have ])eeii followed l>y his successor. re- 

cviiily puiilished Memoirs and Correspondence 
wood, Ji ap]>oarsthat ihi* was not practicable, aViav^^if it had, 
and had lieen done, tile consequences, frof'f**^-Q,V’§tate of the 
weather (which Nedsa'^ could not forew .'i, vvoulu, in all litteli* 
hood, have been morq; disastrous i..ey were. 

Having thus referred to Lord ^Mdlingwood’s life, I may lie 
allowed to say, that tPe publication of that volume is indeed ;t 
national good ;--it o\®ght to be in every odicer’s cabin, and 
in (wt'iy statesman’s c'binel. 
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fected its escape into Cadiz ; others were destroyed ; 
four only were saved, and those by the greatest exer- 
tions, The wounded Spaniards were sent ashore, 
an assurance being given that they shonld not serve 
till regularly exchanged; and the Spaniards, with 
a generous feeling, which would not, perhaps, have 
been found in any other people, offered the use of 
their hospitals for our wounded, pledging the honour 
of Spain that they should be carefully attended 
there. When the storm, after the action, drove 
some of the prizes upon the coast, they declared 
that the English, who were thus thrown into their 
hands, should not be considered as prisoners of 
war ; and the Spanish soldiers gave up their own 
beds to their shipwrecked enemies. The Spanish 
vice-admiral, Alava, died of his wounds. V'ille- 
uGuve was sent to England, and permitted to rotni . 
to France. The French government say tlu he 
destroyed himself on the way to Paris, dreading 
the consequences of a court-martial : but there is 
every reason to believe that the tyrant, who never 
acknowledged the loss of the battle of Trafalgar, 
added Villeneue to the numerous victims of his 
murderous policy. 

It is almost superfluous to add, that all the 
honodg which a grateful country could bestow, were 
heape(ri<|pon the memory of Nelson. His brother 
was an earl, with a grant of £6000 a year ; 

t*10,00()*W3 ""voted to each on his sisters; and 
f 100,000 f< \ tiw. ^,,xrchase of auVestate. A public 
funevjd' v as decreeu,^ «and a pi^lic monument. 
Statues and monuments «lso were voted by most 
of our }>rincipal cities. The loadt|i coflin, in which 
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he was brought home, was cut in pieces, which 
wci;e distributed as relics of Saint Nelson, — so the 
gunner of the Victory called them ; — and when, at 
his interment, his flag was about to be lowered into 
the grave, the sailors, who assisted at the ceremony, 
with one accord rent it in pieces, that each might 
preserve a fragment while he lived. 

The death of Nelson was felt in England as 
vsomething more than a public calamity : men 
started at the intelligence, and turned pale ; as i^ 
they had heard of the loss of a dear friend. An' 
object of our admiration and affection, of our 
pride and of our liopes, was suddenly taken from 
us ; and it seemed as if we had never, till then. 


known how deej>ly we loved and reverenced him. 
\Vjljiat the country had lost in its great naval hero 
^ / -the own, and of all former times, 

taken into the account of grief. So 
j.erfect^, indeed, had he performed his part, that 
the maritime war, after the battle of 
considered at an end : the fleets of th^^^emy wen 
not merely defeated, but destroyed : » new naviev 
must be built, and a new race of sQ^ien reared fot ^ 
them, l)ef(ne the possibility of tyite^vacliiig 
shores could again be contcmplgia^S It _ 

therefore, from any selfish reflectibn upon tl^ , 
nitude of our loss that we mourned for 
gene ral sorrow wijs of a higher chara(/ 
people, of Englano grieved that 
and public morn/ments, and ^ 

were all which they oould 
whom the king, the Wfe^fAure, and the 
would have alike Belifth ted to honour , w 
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tongue would have blessed; whose presence in 
.every village through which he might have passed, 
^would have wakened the church bells, have given 
school-boys a holiday, have drawn children from 
their sports to gaze upon him, and ‘‘ old men from 
the chimney corner,*' to look upon Nelson ere they 
died. The victory of Trafalgar was celebrated, 
ndeed, with the usual forms of rejoicing, but they 
'vere without joy; for such already was the glory 
'f the Britli^i navy, through Nelson’s surpassing 
‘genius, that it scarcely seemed to receive any addi- 
tion from the most signal victory that ever was 
achieved u])on the seas: and th(' destnulion of 
this mighty fleet, by which all \\\ii maritime schemc> 
of Fiance were totally frustrated, hardly appeared 
to add to our security or strength ; for, while N'‘l- 
lon was living, to watch the combined s({uadron> 
)f the enemy, we felt ourselves as secure as . 
vhen they were no longer in existence. 

There was reason to suppose, from the appear - 
iices upon opening the body, that, in the course 
f nature, he might have attained, like his father, 
:> a good old age. Yet he cannot be said to have 
iillcn prematurely whose wwk was done ; nor 
mght, he to he lamented, who died so full of 
lonoui and at the height of human fame. The 
nost triif*nphant death is that of the martyr ; the 
nost a\\ that of the martyred jiatriot ; tlie most 
qilendid th. the hero in the hour ; f victory : 
and if the .laru/L, t.*id the horses of lire had been 
vouchr^^fifed for Nelso. ’s translation, he conk! 
scarcely have departed in a brighter blaze of glory. 
He. has left ns, not indeed his m intlc of inspira- 
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tion, but a name and an example, which are at this 
hour inspiring thousands of the youth of England : 
a name which is our prid^i^^d an example which 
will continue to be OUF 'sraSd and our strength. 
Thus it is that the spirits otthe great and the wise 
continue to live and to act aft^r them ; verifying, 
in this sense, the language of the old my thologist : 

Toi fitv eiai, Aioc fityaXs cut ftn\as 

iTTix^ovLOt, 0t>X<iJC€<; ^vrfTO)v er^'^pwTrwr. 


„TH£ EKP. 


WHITTINCHA?^!, TOOKS COVRT, CHA.NL’hliV LA>fc. 








